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Section  I. — Of  the  Origin  of  Writing  and  Letters  in  Ireland. 

The  question  whether  the  pagan  Irish  had  the  use  of  alpha- 
betic writing  has  often  been  discussed.  BoIIandus*^  and  Innes^ 
deny  that  the  Irish  were  a  lettered  people  before  they  received 
the  Roman  alphabet  from  the  Christian  missionaries ;  but  the 
question  has  not  been  as  yet  handled  on  either  side  with  a 
moderation  likely  to  elicit  the  trutli.  O' Flaherty  states  that 
if  BoUandus  had  consulted  any  Irishmen,  well  informed  in  the 
antiquities  of  Ireland,  they  could  have  produced  for  him  the 
names  of  writers  who  had  flourished  in  different  ages  before 
the  mission  of  St.  Patrick^.  And  in  this  assertion  he  was  per- 
fectly borne  out  by  the  Bardic  traditional  history  of  pagan 
Ireland ;  for  we  read  that  letters  were  known  not  only  to  the 
Scotic  or  Milesian  colony,  but  also  to  their  predecessors,  the 
Tuatha  De  Dananns^.     Several  poets  of  distinction  are  men- 


•  Acta  SS.  ad  17  Mart.  torn.  2, 
in  Vit.  S.  Patr.  sect.  4. 

^  See  the  arguments  of  Innes, 
quoted  hereafter,  p.  xxxiv. 

*  "  Certe  si  Bollandus  Hiber- 
nos  antiquitatum  suarum  peritos 
consuleret,  facile  in  medium  pro- 
ferrent,  scriptorum  nomenclatu- 
ram  qui  ante  S.  Patricii  apostola- 


tum  diversis  saeculis  floruerunt." 
— 0^//^.  Part  iii.  c.  30. 

^  No  Ogham  inscriptions  have, 
however,  as  yet  been  found  on 
any  of  the  monuments  ascribed 
by  the  Irish  writers  to  the  Tua- 
tha De  Dananns,  excepting  the 
cave  in  the  mound  at  New  Grange, 
which  exhibits  a  few  Ogham  cha- 
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tioned  as  of  the  Tuatha  De  Danann  colony  ;  and  among  the 
rest  Ogma  Mac  Elathain,  who  is  said  to  have  invented 
one  of  the  species  of  virgular  characters  called  Ogham* ;  and 
Brigid,  daughter  of  the  Dagda,  who  was  worshipped  by  the 
poets  of  after  ages  as  the  goddess  of  poetry.  Among  the  Scotic 
or  Milesian  colony,  on  their  arrival  in  Ireland  from  Spain,  we 
find  Amergin,  the  brother  of  the  leader  of  the  colony,  who  is 
said  to  have  been  their  poet,  and  chief  Brehon  or  Judge;  and 
there  are  on  bardic  record  also  the  names  of  many  poets  and 
legislators,  from  this  period  down  to  Forchern,  who  is  said  to 
have  composed  the  Uraicecht,  or  Primer  of  the  Bards,  in  the 
first  century.  But  the  writers  of  the  traditional  history  of  Ire- 
land go  farther,  and  give  a  regular  account  of  the  period  at 
which,  and  the  persons  by  whom,  the  Irish  letters  were  in- 
vented. They  tell  us  that  Fenius  Farsaidh,  King  of  Scythia, 
the  great  grandson  of  Japheth,  son  of  Noah,  set  up  a  school  of 
learning  on  the  plain  of  Shenaar,  which  the  Book  of  Druim- 


racters,  and  near  them,  a  de- 
cided representation  of  a  palm 
branch.  To  say  that  these  are 
forgeries,  and  that  they  were  en- 
graved on  the  stone  since  the  cave 
was  opened  in  HJDi),  would  be  to 
beg  the  question.  A  great  num- 
ber of  the  stones  within  the  cham- 
ber, as  well  as  thuse  in  the  gal- 
lery which  leads  to  it,  are  carved 
with  spiral,  lozcnge-hliaped,  and 
zig-zag  lines,  but  tliese  are  evi- 
dently intended  as  ornaments, 
and  not  as  phonetic  characters  or 
hieroglyphics. 

•  In  the  Book  of  Ballymote, 
fol.  167,  by  by  commences  a  tract 
on  the  Ogham  alphabets,  in  which 
the  iirsit  invention  oi'  them  is 
ascribed  to  Ogma,  son  of  Elathan, 
above    mentioned.      This    tract 


begins  : 

"  CaiDe  loc  7  aimpip  7  pepfu 
7  par  aipic  m  Ojaim?  Nmn. 
i*oc  bo  hibepnia  inpola  quam 
nopScoci  habifxxmup,  1  n-aimpip 
6pepe,  mic  Slartnn,  pijGpmn. 
Pepprt  DO  Ojma,  mac  Glaram, 
mic  t)elbair,  bepbparaip  Do 
6pep;  op  6pep,  7  Ojma,  7 
t)elbaec  in  mic  Blaram. 

''  AVhat  is  the  place  and  time, 
and  person,  and  cause  of  [invent- 
ing] the  Ogum?  Not  difficult. 
The  place  of  it,  Hibeniia  Insola 
quam  iios  ScoH  hahitamus  ;  in  the 
time  of  Bres,  son  of  Elathan,  King 
olTroland.  Its  person  [inventor], 
Ogma,  son  of  Elathan,  son  of 
Delbhaeth,  brother  of  Bres;  for 
Bros,  and  Oc:mn,  and  Delbhaeth, 
were  the  three  sons  of  Elathan." 
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Sneachta  places  at  Eothica^,  two  hundred  and  forty-two  years 
after  the  deluge,  and  having  two  assistants,  Gaedhal,  son  of 
f^thor,  and  lar,  son  of  Nemha,  otherwise  called  Cai  Cain- 
bhreathach :  he  there  taught  the  Hebrew  and  the  various  lan- 
guages which  came  into  existence  after  the  confusion  of 
tongues. 

After  having  presided  over  the  school  of  Shenaar  for  twenty 
years,  Fenius  returned  to  his  kingdom  of  Scythia,  and  there 
established  schools,  over  which  he  appointed  Gaedhal,  the  son 
of  Eathor,  as  president.  King  Fenius  then  ordered  Gaedhal 
to  arrange  and  digest  the  Gaelic  language  into  five  dialects, 
the  most  polished  of  which  was  to  be  named  Bearla  Feine, 
after  Fenius  himself,  while  the  language  generally  was  to  be 
named  Gaidhelg,  from  Gaedhal.  Fenius  Farsaidh,  we  are 
told,  reigned  over  Scythia  for  a  period  of  twenty-two  years 
after  his  return  from  the  plain  of  Shenaar.  He  had  two  sons, 
Nenual  and  Niul ;  to  the  elder  of  whom  he  bequeathed  his 
kingdom,  but  to  the  younger  nothing  but  his  learning.  Niul 
continued  for  many  years  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of 
Scythia,  until  the  fame  of  his  learning  spread  abroad  into  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  at  length  Pharoah  Cingcris 
[Cinchres],  King  of  Egypt,  invited  him  to  his  country  to  in- 
struct the  Egyptians  in  the  various  languages  and  sciences  of 
which  he  was  master.  Niul  set  out  for  Egypt,  and  Pharoah 
was  so  pleased  with  him,  that  he  bestowed  upon  him  the  lands 
called  Capaciront,  or  Capacir,  situated  near  the  Red  Sea,  and 
gave  him  his  daughter  Scota  in  marriage,  from  whom  the  Mile- 
sian Irish  were  afterwards  called  Scoti,  After  his  marriage  Niul^^ 
erected  public  schools  at  Capaciront,  and  was  there,  instructing 

f  The  Book  of  Drum-sneachta,  tions  removed  from  him,according 

quoted  by  Keating.  to  the  genealogical  lines  preserved 

*  To  this  royal  schoolmaster  of  in  ancient  and  modern  books  and 

Egypt  the  chief  Milesian  families  MSS.  Thus,  the  present  Viscount 

of  Ireland  trace  their  pedigrees,  O'Neill   is   129   generations  re- 

and  are  now  about  118  genera-  moved  from  him;  Sir  Richard 
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the  Egyptians  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  at  the  very  time  that 
Moses  took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  children  of  Israel» 
797  years  after  the  deluge.  At  this  time  Niul  had  by  Scota  a 
son  whom  he  named  Gaedhal,  in  honour  of  his  friend  Gaedhal, 
the  son  of  Eathor,  and  from  him,  according  to  some  of  our 
historians,  tfie  Irish  were  called  Gaoidhil,  and  their  language 
Gaoidheilg.  The  descendants  of  this  famous  schoolmaster, 
after  various  adventures  by  sea  and  land,  emigrating  from^ 
Egypt  to  Crete;  from  Crete  to  Scythia;  from  Scythia  to 
Gothia,  or  Getulia  ;  from  Gothia,  or  Getulia,  to  Spain  ;  from 
Spain  to  Scythia ;  from  Scythia  to  Egypt  again ;  from  Egypt 
to  Thrace ;  from  Thrace  to  Gothia ;  from  Gothia  to  Spain** ; 
finally  arrived  in  Ireland  under  the  conduct  of  two  brothers, 


O'Donel  115;  O'Conor  Don  118; 
O'Dowda  llfi;  the  Marquis  of 
Thomond  117;  Justin  Mac  Car- 
thy,  of  CarrÍLinavar,  117;  and 
O'Donovan  1 15.  Now  by  allow- 
ing thirty  years  to  each  genera- 
tion, it  will  appear,  that  Niul 
may  have  flourished  about  3540 
years  ago,  or  1695  years  before 
Christ.  This  calculation  will  shew 
that  the  number  of  generations 
would  suiiiciently  fill  up  the 
space  of  time ;  and  that  the  line 
is  not  such  a  blundering  forgery 
as  might  be  supposed;  but  until 
we  discover  some  real  authority 
to  prove  by  what  means  the 
Scotic  or  Gaelic  race  were  able 
to  preserve  the  names  of  all  their 
ancestors,  from  the  time  of  Moses 
to  the  first  century,  we  must  re- 
gard the  previous  line  of  pedigree 
thence  to  Niul  and  Fenius,  as  a 
forgery  of  the  Christian  bards. 
Certain  it  is  that  at  the  present 
day  oral  tradition  does  not  pre- 
serve the  names  of  ancestors 
among  the  modern  Irish,  with  any 
certainty,  beyond  the  sixth  gene- 


ration.    The  author  has  tested 
this  fact  in  every  part  of  Ireland. 

*^  Lliwyd,  in  one  of  his  letters 
to  jNIr.  Rowland,  the  author  of 
Mona  Antiqua^  expresses  himself 
as  follows  on  this  subject:  "In- 
deed it  seems  to  me  that  the  Irish 
have,  in  a  great  measure,  kept  up 
two  languages,  the  ancient  Bri- 
tish, and  old  Spanish,  which 
a  colony  of  them  brought  from 
Spain.  For  notwithstanding  their 
histories  (as  those  of  the  origin 
of  other  nations)  be  involved  in 
fabulous  accoimts,  yet  that  there 
came  a  Spanish  colony  into  Ire- 
land is  very  manifest,  from  a  com- 
parison of  the  Irish  tongue  partly 
with  the  modern  Spanish,  but 
especially  with  tlie  Cantabrian, 
or  Basque;  and  this  should  en- 
gage us  to  have  something  of 
more  regard  than  we  usually 
have  to  such  fabulous  histories." 

Sir  William  Betham,  who  has 
laboured  more  strenuously  than 
even  any  of  the  native  Irish  wri- 
ters of  our  times,  to  support  the 
truth  of  the  pagan  history  of  Ire- 
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Heber  and  Heremon,  sons  of  Milesius,  and  the  twenty-first 
in  descent  from  Gaedhal,  son  of  Niul. 

We  are  told  further  in  the  Uraicecht^  preserved  in  the 
Book  of  Lecan*,  that  the  ancient  Irish  alphabet  did  not 
begin  with  the  letters  a,  6,  c,  like  the  Latin,  nor  with  a,  by  g^ 
like  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  alphabets,  but  with  the  letters 
^9  hf*  from  which  it  received  its  name  oi  Bohel-loth^  or  with 
by  /,  n,  from  which  it  received  the  appellation  of  Beth-luis- 
nion.  Each  of  the  letters  of  the  Bobel-loth  alphabet  took 
its  name  from  one  of  the  masters  who  taught  at  the  great 
schools  under  Fenius  Farsaidh,  and  in  the  Beth-luis-nion  alpha- 
bet each  letter  was  named  after  some  tree,  for  what  reason 
we  know  not^. 

The  names  and  order  of  the  letters  in  the  Bobel-loth  alpha- 
bet are  as  follows: 


b  BobeL 

I  Loth. 

p  Foronn. 

f  Saliath. 

n  Nabgadon. 

h  Hiiuath  or  Uricu 

D  Davith. 

land,  has  attempted  to  prove,  in 
his  Etburia  Celtica,  "  that  the 
Milesian  invaders  of  Ireland  were 
those  Phoenician  colonists,  who, 
with  their  brethren  of  Britain, 
after  the  destruction  of  the  Phoe- 
nician cities  and  power,  became 
independent,  and  carried  on  trade 
with  their  neighbours  of  the 
Continent,  and  after  many  ages 
were  found  by  the  Romans  under 
Caesar  in  Gaul  and  Britain ;  that 
the  Phoenician  Celts,  on  their 
first  invasion  of  the  British  Is- 
lands and  Gaul,  were  a  literate 
people,  possessing  alphabetic  writ- 


c    Talemon. 
c    Cai. 
q    Qualep. 
m  Mareth. 
5    Gath. 
nj  Ngoimer. 
ro  Stru. 

ing  and  the  elements  of  learning, 
and  that  the  Irish  is  but  a  modi- 
fication of  the  old  Cadmean  Phce- 
nician  alphabet,  in  like  manner  as 
are  the  Etruscan,  Greek,  and 
Roman." — Etruria  Celtica,  vol.  i. 
p.  10. 

»  Fol.  158  a,  and  169  a.  Ogy- 
gia,  p.  235.  There  is  a  still  more 
ancient  copy  of  the  Uraicecht  in 
a  MS.  in  the  British  Museum. 

J  Whoever  wishes  to  read  a 
long  dissertation  on  this  subject, 
a  singular  specimen  of  ingenious 
trifling,  may  consult  Davies'  Cel- 
tic Researches, 
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p    Ruben. 

ei]  lachim  or  lumelchus. 

a    Achab. 

oi   Ordinoa. 

o    Ose. 

ui  Judflemos. 

u    Uriath. 

lo  Jodonius. 

1     Etrocuis 

or  Esu. 

ao  Aifrin. 

The  Beth-luis-nion  alphabet  is  similarly  arranged,  but  the 
names  of  the  letters  are  taken  from  trees  or  shrubs,  as  follows  : 
b      beich,  the  birch.  p      perpoc,  unknown. 

I      luip,  the  mountain  ash.  í^  ^^  J.  pcpaip,  the  sloe  tree. 

p  peapn,  the  alder.  p  puip,  the  elder. 

p  pail,  the  willow.  a  ailm,  the  fir  tree. 

n  nion,  the  ash.  o  onn,  furze. 

h  huar,  the  haAv thorn.  u  up,  heath. 

o  Duip,  the  oak.  e  eaóaó,  the  aspen. 

c  cmne,  unknown.  i  loao,  the  yew. 

c  coll,  hazel.  ea  eabaó,  the  aspen. 

q  queipc,  the  apple  tree.  oi  oip,  the  spindle  tree. 

m  mum,  the  vine.  ui  uiUeann,  woodbine. 

5  jopc,  ivy.  10  ipm,  gooseberry. 

ny  njeDal,  the  reed.  ea  amhanchoU. — unknown*^. 

On  this  simple  story,  handed  down  by  the  Irish  bards, 
O'Flaherty  remarks:  '*  What  if  I  should  assert  that  our 
Fenius  was  that  Phoenix  who  invented  those  ancient  Greek 
characters  which  the  Latins  speak  of.  The  Irish  letters 
are  not  very  unlike  the  Latin ;  the  names  of  Phoenix  and 
Fenisius,  or  Phoenius,  are  not  very  different,  and  the  inven- 
tion supports  it ;  the  time  and  place  in  matters  of  such 
antiquity  are  very  often   confounded.      Besides  I  have   the 


^    O'Flaherty     acknowledges  ampachol  (Grammar,   p.  210), 

that  he  did  not  know  the  mean-  which  he  forces  to  signify  witch 

ing  of  this  name ;  but  the  Rev,  hazle,  being  derived,  according  to 

Paul  O'Brien,  to  whose  etymolo-  him  from  am  pa,  vision  [although 

gical  vision  nothing   presented  the  first  portion  of  the  word  is 

the  slightest  difficulty,  makes  it  am  an,  not  am  pa]  and  col,  hazle. 
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authority  of  the  above  cited  poet,  Forchern,  in  favour  of  my 
conjecture,  in  whom  we  read  :  *  The  book  of  Forchern  begins. 
The  place  of  the  book  [i.  e.  the  place  where  it  was  written 
or  published]  was  Emania.  The  time,  when  Conquovar,  the 
son  of  Nessa,  ruled  Ulster.  The  person  [i.  e.  the  author  of 
the  book]  was  Forchern,  the  philosopher.  Fenius  Farsaidh 
composed  the  first  alphabets  of  the  Hebrews,  the  Greeks,  the 
Latins,  and  also  the  Beth-Iius-nin  [i.  e.  the  Irish  alphabet], 
and  Oghum».' " 


'  "  Quid  si  dicerem  Fenisium 
nostrum  is  turn  fuisse  Phoeiiiceni 
literanun  auctorem,  qui  Graecas 
eas  vetustas  depingeret,  quas  La- 
tini  referunt?  a  Latinis  Hiber- 
nicai  non  oranino  abhorrent ; 
PhcBiiicis,  et  Fenisii,  vel  Plia^iiii 
nomen  Don  abludit,  et  inventio 
suffragatur;  teinpus  et  patria  in 
hujusraodi  antiquioribus  sicpissi- 
me  confunduntur.  Prieterea  con- 
jecture mese  non  deost  autlioritas 
supra  laudati  Forchern!  poeta?, 
apud  quera  sic  habetur.  Inclpit 
liber  Forcherni.  Locus  libri  [locus 

?uo  in  lucem  editus]  Emania 
Ultonite  regia].  Tempus,  Con- 
quovarojilio  XesscF  ;  sc.  Ultouiani 
moderante.  Persona  [author  Yi- 
hr\\Forcherntis philosophus  [file- 
adlij,  Fenius  [Fenisius]  Farsaidh 
alphabeta  prima  llebi-cporu  m ,  Gra*- 
earunif  Latinorum,  et  Bet/duis- 
nin  [alphabetum  Scoticum]  an 
Oghuim  composuit.'''' — Ogi/g,  Part 
iii.  c.  30,  p.  221. 

In  the  same  chapter,  O'Fla- 
herty,  after  enumerating  many 
of  the  poets,  legislators,  and  other 
literati  of  pagan  Ireland,  says  ex- 
nltingly  ?p.  219):  "  Postremo 
Dnaldus  Firbissius  patriae  anti- 
quitatum  professor  hereditarius 


ex  Majorum  monument  is  literis 
datis  refert  180  Druidum,  seu 
Magorum  disciplinai  tractatus  S. 
Patricii  tempore  igiii  damnatos." 
This  assertion  is  very  bold  indeed, 
but  no  reference  to  it  is  found  in 
any  of  the  old  Lives  of  St,  Patrick 
published  by  Colgan,  or  in  the 
Book  of  Armagh,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  O'Flaherty  has  mis- 
taken the  meaning  of  the  words 
of  ]Siac  Firbis,  who  generally 
wrote  in  tlie  old  Irish  style,  with 
which  O'Flaherty  had  but  a 
tolerable  acquaintance.  And  he 
adds,  that  the  same  Duald  Firbis 
wrote  him  an  account  of  his  being 
in  possession  of  some  of  the 
taibhle  iileadh,  or  poets'  tablets, 
made  of  the  birch  tree.  "  Sco- 
ticis  literis  quinque  accidunt,  in 
quorum  singulis  ab  aliarum  gen- 
tium literis  discrepant  ;  nimi- 
rum,  Nomen,  Ordo,  Numerus, 
Character,  et  Potestas.  Et  quia 
imperiti  literariim  in  charta,  ali- 
ave  uUa  materia  ad  memoriam 
pingendarum  harum  rerum  igna- 
rus  incaute  eíFutiit  Bolandus,  de 
materia  aliquid  praifabor.  Ea 
ante  pergameniB  usum  tabulas 
erant  e  betulla  arbore  compla- 
natas,    quas   Oraiun    et   Taibhle 
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These  statements  of  O' Flaherty  were  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  mere  Irish  scholars  of  his  day,  but  not  so  a  Scotch  writer, 
who  flourished  soon  after,  namely,  Thomas  Innes,  M.  A.,  a 
Roman  Catholic  priest,  of  acute  mind  and  true  learning.  In 
his  ^'  Critical  Essay  on  the  ancient  Inhabitants  of  the  northern 
Parts  of  Britain  or  Scotland^''  London,  1729,  he  thus  ex- 
amines O*  Flaherty's  arguments  in  proof  of  the  use  of  letters 
among  the  pagan  Irish : 

^*  We  come  now  to  examine  the  proofis  that  Flaherty  brings, 
of  the  ancient  use  of  letters  among  the  /mA,  before  they  re- 
ceived Christianity.  The  first  is,  that  they  have  or  had  many 
books,  poems,  and  histories,  written  in  their  Pa^an  ancestors' 
times.  But  all  that  is  nothing  but  to  beg  the  question,  and  to 
suppose  what  is  under  debate,  till  these  books,  or  some  of 
them,  be  published  to  the  world,  with  fair  literal  translations, 
and  documents  to  prove  their  authority  and  age,  and  to  shew 
how,  and  where  they  have  been  preserved  during  so  many 
ages. 

^*2^  Flaherty,  for  a  proof  that  the  Irish  had  not  the 
use  of  letters  from  the  Latins^  and  by  consequence  that  their 
letters  were  much  ancienter  than  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
among  them,  and  peculiar  to  the  /mA,  tells  us,  that  their  let- 
ters differed  from  those  of  the  Latins^  and  all  others  in  name, 
order,  character,  number,  and  pronunciation  and  force:  to 
shew  this,  he  gives  from  the  Book  of  Lecan  (an  Irish  MS* 
about  three  hundred  years  old)  the  copy  of  the  Latin  alpha- 
bet, inverted  and  digested  in  a  new  arbitrary  order,  with  the 
names  of  trees  attributed  to  each  letter,  beginning  with  the 
three  letters  b,  l,  M  ;  and  from  thence  called  Beth-luis-nion* 

FUeadh.  i.  Tabulas  Philosophicas  virgeos  characteres  nomine  re- 

dicebant.     Ex  his  aliquas  inter  censet,  non  ita  pridem  ad  me 

antiquitatum  monumenta  apud  scripsit  Dualdus  Firbissius    rei 

se  superfuisse,  ut  et  diversas  cha-  antiquariro  Hibernorum  unicum, 

racterum  formulas,  quas  ter  quin-  dum  vixit,  columen,  et  extinctus, 

quagenas  a  Fenisii  usque  state  detrimentum." — Ogygia^  p.  233« 
numero,  et  Cbaobh  Ogham  .i. 
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And  this  he  pretends  was  the  ancient  Irish  alphabet,   before 
they  had  communication  with  the  Latins  and  Romans, 

"  But  when  Flaherty  sets  about  to  prove  the  antiquity  of 
this  Beih-luis-niony  he  brings  for  proofs  stories  more  incredi- 
ble than  the  facts  themselves,  which  he  intends  to  prove  by 
them.  Flaherty  tells  us  then  the  story  we  made  mention  of 
already  from  Keating  and  Toland:  that  the  first  author  of 
this  alphabet  was  Fenius-Farsaidhy  who  composed,  says  Fla- 
herty^  the  alphabets  of  the  Hebrews,  Greeks,  and  Latins ; 
the  Beth-luis-nion  and  the  Ogum.  This  Fenius  Farsaidh  (as 
we  said  before)  was,  according  to  the  Irish  Seanachies,  great 
grand-child  to  Jqfeth,  son  to  Noah,  and  lived  in  Noah's  own 
time,  about  one  hundred  years  after  the  deluge.  For  this 
piece  of  antiquity,  Flaherty  quotes  one  Forcherne^  an  Irish 
poet,  who,  as  a  late  Irish  writer  informs  us,  lived  one  hundred 
years  before  the  incarnation.  Now,  not  to  ask  how  this  poet 
Forcherney  or  Feirtcheirne,  as  old  as  he  is  placed,  knew  so 
distinctly  things  past,  above  two  thousand  years  before  the 
time  in  which  he  is  classed,  it  may  at  least  be  enquired,  by 
what  spirit  of  prophecy  this  Fenius  Farsaidh  composed  the 
Greeh  alphabets  so  long  before  Cecrops  and  Cadmus,  and 
that  of  the  Romans,  some  1700  years  before  the  Romans  were 
a  people.  And  will  the  authority  oi  Lecan,  a  MS.  of  about 
three  hundred  years,  convince  the  learned  of  so  rare  a  disco- 
very, as  that  of  an  Irish  writer  one  hundred  years  before  the 
birth  of  Christ  ? 

'*  But  to  let  that  paradox  pass,  there  needs  no  great  skill 
of  the  Irish  language,  to  shew  that  the  Beth-luis^nion  is 
nothing  else  but  an  invention  of  some  of  the  Irish  Seanachies; 
who,  since  they  received  the  use  of  letters,  have  put  the  Latin 
alphabet  into  a  new  arbitrary  order,  and  assigned  to  each 
letter  a  name  of  some  tree  ;  and  that  this  was  not  the  genuine 
alphabet  of  the  Irish  in  ancient  times,  or  peculiar  to  them, 
but  a  bare  inversion  of  the  Latin  alphabet. 
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*^  For  1°.  The  genuine  Irish  alphabet  consists  only  of 
eighteen  letters ;  for  so  many  only  they  make  use  of  in  that 
tongue,  viz.  a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  h,  i,  l,  m,  n,  o,  p,  r,  s,  t,  u  ; 
whereas  in  Flaherty's  Beth-luis-nion  there  are  twenty-six  let- 
ters, that  is,  eight  supernumerary,  viz.  q,  x,  y,  z,  of,  io^  ng^ 
and  ea:  of  these  eiifht  there  are  four  which  are  never  used  in 
the  genuine  Irish^  viz.  q,  x,  y,  and  z ;  at  least  in  such  Irish 
books  or  MSS.  as  I  could  hitherto  ever  meet  with,  or  hear 
of:  but  they  are  in  use  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  with  the 
other  eighteen  letters  make  up  the  Latin  alphabet  :  which 
therefore  the  Irish  bard  must  have  had  before  him  when  he 
invented  the  Bcth-luis-nion,  As  to  the  syllables  o?,  io^  ca, 
and  double  letter  ng^  which  are  the  other  four  letters  in  the 
Beth-luis-niony  they  have  no  one  proper  character  in  the  Irish, 
distinct  from  the  common  alphabet,  but  are  expressed  by  two 
of  the  usual  letters  of  it ;  and  nothing  but  meer  fancy  could 
have  placed  them  in  this  new  alphabet  as  distinct  letters  from 
the  other  eighteen.  So,  I  think,  it  is  plain  that  this  Beth- 
luis-nion  was  neither  the  genuine  Irish  alphabet,  nor  was  in 
use  among  them  till  after  the  times  of  Christianity,  when 
they  received  the  use  of  the  Latin  letters,  whereof  this  is  but 
a  bare  transposition. 

'*  As  to  the  names  of  trees  attributed  to  each  letter,  it 
seems  visibly  the  work  of  meer  fancy,  without  any  reason  or 
motive,  there  being  no  resemblance  in  the  character  of  these 
letters  to  these  trees,  from  whence  this  bard  hath  named  them : 
whereas  in  the  languages  where  the  names  of  the  letters  are 
significative,  as  generally  those  of  the  Hebretc,  the  thing 
meant  by  these  letters  hath  often  some  resemblance  to  the 
figure  of  the  letter.  And  as  for  the  term  Feadhoy  IVoods^ 
which  they  gave  to  this  alphabet,  it  was  natural  to  call  by 
the  name  of  a  forest  or  wood  an  alphabet  whereof  each  letter 
was  metamorphosed  into  a  tree. 

'^  Another  proof  which  the  Irish  modern   writers  bring 
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for  the  antiquity  of  their  letters,  is  from  the  form  of  their 
characters,  as  being  peculiar  to  the  Irish^  and  not  agreeing 
with  the  Greek  or  Latin  characters,  or  perhaps  any  other 
now  in  the  world.  But  such  arguments  as  these  are  only  fit 
to  impose  upon  those  that  never  saw  any  Latin  books  or 
characters,  but  in  vulgar  print ;  and  never  had  occasion  to 
see  .any  MS.  but  Irish  :  for  if  they  had  seen  any  ancient 
LcUin  MSS.  or  characters,  they  would  have  found,  in  the 
first  place,  by  perusing  those  of  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth, 
and  following  ages,  down  to  the  time  of  printing,  as  great 
differences  betwixt  the  figures  of  letters,  and  form  of  the 
writing  in  MSS.  of  all  countries,  and  the  common  print,  as 
betwixt  the  usual  characters  in  printed  books,  and  those  of 
the  Irish;  and  yet  originally  all  of  them  derived  from  the 
ancient  Roman  or  Latin  characters  or  letters. 

"  In  the  second  place,  the  inspection  of  old  Latin  MSS. 
or  charters  will  furnish  new  proofs  to  demonstrate,  that  the 
Irish  had  their  letters  originally  from  the  Latins^  or  those 
that  used  the  Latin  characters  ;  for  all  the  characters  of  the 
Irish  letters  (without  excepting  the  Saxon  p,  5,  p,  r»  which 
seem  more  extraordinary  to  vulgar  readers)  are  generally  to 
be  met  with  in  the  same  form  in  ancient  MSS.  and  char- 
ters, not  only  of  Britain,  but  none  of  them  but  are  in  MSS.  of 
other  foreign  countries"*,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  Ireland, 


™  Mr.  Mac  Elligott,  in  his  Ob- 
pervations  on  the  Gaelic  Lan- 
guage, published  in  the  Trans- 
actious  of  the  Gaelic  Society  of 
Dublin,  says :  *'  Let  any  one 
look  into  Astle,  on  tlie  Origin  and 
Progress  of  Alphabetic  writing, 
the  Spectacle  de  la  Nature,  and 
the  early  printed  Classics,  and  he 
will  be  convinced  that  the  small 
alphabet  used  in  early  ages  all 
through  Europe,   was  borrowed 


from  the  Irish."  p.  38.  It  is 
very  true  that  the  people  who 
were  converted  to  Christianity 
by  the  Irish  missionaries  in  the 
seventh  and  eighth  centuries, 
first  obtained  their  letters  from 
those  missionaries  ;  but  it  must 
be  confessed  that  the  oldest  in- 
scriptions found  in  Ireland  (ex- 
cepting the  Ogham),  are  in  the 
Roman  alphabet  of  the  fifth  cen- 
tury, and  it  is  well  known  that 
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And  in  many  countries,  where  no  body  doubts  they  had  the 
first  use  of  letters  from  the  Latins^  the  characters  of  old  MSS. 
differ  much  more  from  the  vulgar  printed  characters  of  the 
Latin  than  the  Irish  do.  Such  are  the  Merovingian  and 
Longobardick  characters :  for  a  proof  of  this  I  refer  the  rea- 
der to  schemes  of  characters,  and  of  old  writ,  which  he  will 
find  in  the  learned  F.  Mahillon's  book,  De  Re  Diplomatica^ 
in  case  he  have  not  the  opportunity  to  inspect  Latin  MSS. 
where  he  will  generally  find,  even  in  MSS.  of  the  twelfth, 
thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  ages,  much  the  same  characters,  or 
forms  of  letters,  that  are  made  use  of  in  the  Irish  tongue ; 
and  little  or  no  difference,  but  in  the  forms  of  abbreviations  : 
for  which,  not  only  the  people  of  different  languages,  but 
every  different  writer,  may  invent  such  characters,  or  forms  of 
contractions,  as  he  fancies  will  most  abridge. 

"  The  same  thing  may  be  said  as  to  the  notes  for  writing 
secrets,  called  by  the  Irish  Ogum ;  of  which  Warseus  says  he 
had  some  copies ;  and  one  Donald  Forbis  mentions  others : 
for  no  body  doubts  but  the  Irish  had  their  notes  or  cyphers 
for  writing  short-hand,  and  keeping  their  secrets ;  especially 
the  Driiidsy  for  preserving  from  the  knowledge  of  Christians 
the  secret  of  their  profane  mysteries,  made  use,  no  doubt,  of 
secret  characters  or  letters,  from  the  time  that  once  the  use  of 
letters  was  introduced  in  Ireland.  All  other  nations,  and 
every  private  man,  may  have  the  same,  for  keeping  secrets, 
and  those  entirely  different  from  their  usual  letters  :  such 
among  the  Romans  were  the  Notce  Tironis^  whereof  a  speci- 
men may  be  seen  in  F.  Mabillon's  diplomaticks.  Trithemius 
also  hath  written  a  book  on  the  subject,  De  Steganographia : 
so  I  do  not  well  conceive  for  what  this  serves  towards  proving 
the  antiquity  of  the  Irish  letters ;  or  that  they  were  not  ori- 


this,  more  or  less  modified,  pre-      introduction  of  the  Gothic  style 
vailed  all  over  Europe  till  the      of  writing. 
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ginally  the  same  as  the  Roman  or  Latin  character.  Since 
JFartBus^  who  is  brought  in  to  prove  that  the  Irish  had  such 
characters,  tells  us,  that  the  Ogum  did  not  contain  the  Irish 
vulgar  character,  but  a  hidden  way  of  writing  for  preserving 
their  secrets. 

"  And  thus  far  as  to  the  arguments  brought  by  Flaherty^ 
and  other  modern  Irish  writers,  against  the  opinion  of  the 
learned  BollandtiSy  concerning  the  ancient  use  of  letters  in 
Ireland;  with  which  subject,  tho'  Flaherty  fills  up  about 
thirty  pages  of  his  Ogygia  ;  yet  the  far  greatest  part  is  spent 
in  useless  flourishes  on  the  origin  of  letters  in  general,  and  on 
the  use  and  new  order  of  the  Irish  new  invention  of  Beth- 
luis-nion,  there  being  little  in  his  book,  besides  what  we  have 
mentioned,  that  looks  like  proofs  of  their  having  had  the 
use  of  letters  before  Christianity,  unless  we  call  proofs  cita- 
tions of  legends  of  St.  Patrick* s  life,  written  long  after  his 
time. 

*' After  all,  I  do  not  pretend  that  no  private  person  among 
the  Irish  had  the  use  of  letters  before  the  coming  in  of  St. 
Patrick^  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  them:  for  it  may 
have  very  well  happened,  that  some  of  the  Irish^  before  that 
time,  passing  over  to  Britain^  or  other  parts  of  the  Roman 
empire,  where  the  use  of  letters  was  common,  might  have 
learned  to  read  and  write.  It  might  also  have  happened  that 
the  Druidsj  who  were  the  magicians  of  these  times,  might 
have  had  certain  hieroglyphick  characters  to  express  their 
diabolical  mysteries ;  and  that  the  remains  of  those  are  what 
Toland  and  others  make  such  a  noise  about.  But  if  the  Irish 
had  any  distinct  character  or  form  of  alphabetical  letters  dif-- 
ferent  from  those  which  we  have  above  mentioned,  and  which 
were  introduced  to  Ireland  by  St.  Patrick^  how  comes  it  that 
all  this  time,  especially  within  these  last  fifty  or  sixty  years, 
that  the  matter  hath  been  agitated,  and  the  dispute  warm 
about  it,  none  of  them  have  ever  published  any  specimen  of 
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these  peculiar  Irish  letters,  or  at  least  an  alphabet  of  them  : 
such  as  F.  Mabillon  hath  given  of  all  ancient  forms  of  letters, 
and  Dr.  Hickes  more  particularly  of  the  Runickj  and  other 
northern  characters  ?"  vol.  ii.  pp.  444-452. 

Not  long  after  Innes,  we  find  Dr.  O'Brien  reject  the 
Milesian  story  as  utterly  unsupported  by  true  history.  In 
his  strictures  on  the  author  of  the  Remains  of  Japhety  he 
writes  as  follows  in  the  Preface  to  his  Irish  Dictionary  : 
"  As  for  this  learned  writer's  making  the  Irish  language  a 
dialect  of  the  Scythian,  formed,  as  he  says,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Irish  bards,  at  the  famous  school  on  the  plains  of 
Shinar,  or  Senaar,  by  a  king  of  Scythia,  called  Feniusa  Farsa, 
son  of  Baath,  who  is  pretended  to  be  a  son  of  Magog,  I  do 
not  conceive  how  he  can  reconcile  this  opinion  of  the  Irish 
being  a  dialect  of  the  Scythian  or  Magogian  language,  with 
that  circumstance  he  mentions,  p.  119,  'that  it  is  called 
Gaoidhealg,  from  its  first  professor  at  the  above  school,  by 
name  Gadel,  a  Gomerian,'  and  that  the  language  he  then 
spoke  and  taught  as  an  usher  of  that  school  under  that  royal 
schoolmaster  Feniusa  Farsa,  grandson  of  Magog,  is  the  Ian- 
giiage  of  the  iiative  Irish  to  this  day  ;  a  very  venerable  anti- 
quity, I  must  confess.  But  at  the  same  time  I  cannot  but 
regret  that  this  worthy  gentleman,  who  appears  but  too  well 
inclined  to  favour  the  antiquities  of  Ireland  and  Britain,  did 
not  consider  that  nothing  could  be  of  greater  prejudice  or 
discredit  to  them  than  asserting  those  fabulous  genealogies, 
and  the  stories  of  the  travels  of  the  supposed  leaders  and  chiefs 
of  their  ancient  colonies,  such  as  have  been  rejected  with  just 
contempt  by  all  learned  nations,  first  invented  in  Ireland  by 
bards  and  romancers,  after  they  came  to  some  knowledge 
both  of  the  sacred  writings  and  profane  histories  ;  and  in 
Britain  by  Nennius  and  Jeffry  of  Monmouth." 

And  again,  in  his  remarks  on  the  letter  A. 

"  We  should  not,  in  the  mean  time,  forget  that  it  is  to  this 
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change  made  in  the  words  Gaill  and  Galic^  doubtless  by  our 
heathenish  bards  who  inserted  the  letter  d^  that  we  owe  the 
important  discovery  necessarily  reserved  to  their  successors 
who  embraced  Christianity,  of  those  illustrious  personages 
Gadel  and  Gadelus  ;  the  former  an  usher  under  that  royal 
schoolmaster  Pheniusa  Farsa,  king  of  Scythia,  in  his  famous 
school  on  the  plain  of  Sennaar^  where  this  Gadel  invented 
the  Irish  alphabet  and  the  Gadelian  language,  so  called,  as 
it  is  pretended,  from  his  name ;  and  the  latter  a  grandson  of 
that  king  by  his  son  A7w/,  married  to  Scota,  daughter  of 
Pharaoh  Cingris^  as  our  bards  call  him,  instead  of  CinchreSy 
king  of  Egypt,  under  whose  reign,  they  tell  us,  Moses  and 
our  Gadelus  were  cotemporaries  and  great  friends  :  and  from 
this  Gadelus  our  learned  bards  gravely  assure  us  that  the 
Irish  derive  their  name  of  Gadcliansj  who,  they  tell  us,  were 
also  called  Scots^  from  his  wife  the  iEgyptian  princess  Scota. 
This  discovery,  I  have  said,  was  necessarily  reserved  to  our 
Christian  bards,  as  their  heathenish  predecessors  most  cer- 
tainly could  have  no  notion  of  the  plain  of  Scnnaar,  of  Pha- 
raoh, or  of  Moses ;  objects  not  to  be  known  but  from  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  or  some  writings  derived  from  them,  such  as  those 
of  Josepbus,  Philo,  &c.  never  known  to  the  Irish  bards  before 
their  Christianity." 

Charles  O'Conor,  of  Belanagar,  also,  though  in  his  youth 
fae  had  believed  the  pagan  traditions  with  the  same  facility 
and  enthusiasm  as  O* Flaherty,  yet  in  his  maturer  years, 
gave  up  all  hope  of  being  able  to  convince  the  learned  of  the 
truth  of  the  pagan  history  of  Ireland,  as  handed  down  by  the 
bards.  On  this  subject  he  writes  as  follows,  in  his  "  Disser- 
tation on  the  Origin  and  Antiquities  of  the  ancient  Scots  of 
Ireland  and  Britain,"  prefixed  to  O' Flaherty's  "  Ogygia  Vin- 
dicated," which  he  edited  in  the  year  1775. 

**  Our  earliest  accounts  of  Ireland  have  been  handed 
down  to  us  by  the  bards y  a  race  of  men   well  qualified  for 

f 


xlii  Tntroduetion. 

working  on  the  barren  ground  of  broken  traditions.  Poetic 
invention  gave  existence  to  facts  which  had  none  in  nature, 
and  an  origin  which  included  some  genuine  truths,  has  been 
obscured  by  forged  adventures  on  sea  and  land.  A  succession 
of  monarchs  has  been  framed,  many  of  whom  never  reigned, 
and  the  line  of  genealogy  has  been  opened,  to  make  room  for 
redundancies,  without  which  the  succession  of  so  many  mo- 
narchs could  not  be  admitted  by  the  most  ductile  credulity. 

"  Thus  it  fared  in  the  infancy  of  things  in  Ireland^  as  well 
as  in  every  other  European  country;  and  in  all,  we  will  find 
that  the  introduction  of  letters,  far  from  limiting,  has,  in  fact, 
enlarged  (for  a  considerable  time)  the  sphere  of  the  ostenta- 
tious and  marvellous.  The  registering  of  facts  under  the 
direction  of  nature  and  truth,  has  been  the  work  of  ages  ad-> 
vanced  in  civilization.  To  these  we  will  hasten  ;  and  that 
we  may  give  no  line  to  a  fugitive  hypothesis,  or  the  fanciful 
excursions  of  ingenious  idleness,  we  will  not  attempt  to  pass 
any  of  our  most  antient  traditions  on  our  readers,  but  such 
as  may  be  supported  by  parallel  documents  of  foreign  anti- 
quaries, who  held  no  correspondence  with  the  natives  of  this 
island»." 

He  does  not,  however,  go  so  far  as  to  give  up  all  claims 
of  the  pagan  Irish  to  the  use  of  letters :  far  from  it;  he  argues 
that  the  ancestors  of  the  Scoti  must  have  had  communications 
with  the  Phoenician  colonies  in  Spain,  from  whom  they  must 
have  borrowed  their  seventeen  letters  "  so  different  in  their 
powers,  names  and  arrangement  from  those  of  the  Greeks  and 
Romans."     He  then  writes  as  follows  . 

*'  This  people,  it  is  certain,  know  so  little  of  Greek  or 
Roman  learning,  that  it  was  only  in  the  fifth  century  they 
have  learned  the  use  of  the  Roman  alphabet  from  the  Christian 
missionaries.  It  was  then,  or  soon  after,  that  they  laid  aside 
their  own  uncouth  and  virgular  characters,  their  Beth-luis^ 

"  pp.  XXV ii,  XXV iii. 
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nion^  and  the  Ogum  ;  the  form  heretofore  used,  and  since  pre- 
served by  the  antiquaries,  either  from  vanity,  or  the  more 
rational  motives  of  preserving  an  antient  fact  worthy  of  being 
recorded.  The  old  manner  of  writing  was  indeed  useless  to 
the  public,  after  a  better  and  more  elegant  form  was  intro- 
duced ;  but  yet  the  retention  of  the  Ogum  has  had  its  use  in 
latter  times,  by  convincing  us  that  the  heathen  Irish  had  the 
means  of  conveying  their  thoughts  in  cyphers,  and  conse- 
quently of  recording  memorable  events,  for  the  information 
and  instruction  of  posterity. — Their  jurisprudence,  partly  still 
preserved,  the  succession  of  their  monarchs,  their  accurate 
chronology,  and  their  genealogies,  transmitted  with  great  care 
from  the  first  to  the  fifth  century,  are  incontestible  proofs  of 
this  truth.  An  earlier  or  more  creditable  era  of  cultivation 
than  that,  which  began  with  the  monarch  Feradach  the  Just^ 
(a  hundred  years  after  the  birth  of  Christy)  no  nation  in 
Europe  can  boast^." 

Dr.  Ledwich,  however,  argues  that  the  Irish  Ogums  were 
secret  alphabets  invented  in  the  middle  ages,  like  the  Runic 
inscriptions  of  the  northern  nations.     He  says  : 

**  Verelius,  Wormius,  with  many  existing  monuments 
prove,  that  the  Northerns  writ  their  runes  in  every  possible 
form ;  in  circles,  in  angles,  from  right  to  left,  and  vice  versa. 
Wormius  enumerates  twelve  different  ways  of  making  runic 
inscriptions.  The  German  Buchstab  or  runes  were  drawn 
sometimes  in  horizontal,  and  sometimes  in  perpendicular  lines. 
Here  we  have,  if  not  the  original  of  our  Ogum  Craobh,  a 
practice  exactly  similar.  In  a  word,  these  wonderful  Irish 
Ogums  were  nothing,  as  we  see,  but  a  stenographic,  or  stega- 
DOgraphic  contrivance,  common  to  the  semibarbarians  of 
Europe  in  the  middle  ages,  and  very  probably  derived  from 
the  Romansi'." 

®  pp.  xxxviii,  xxxix. 

P  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  2nd  edit,  pp.  330,  331. 
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The  pagan  antiquity  of  the  Irish  Oghams  cannot  be  now 
established,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  learned,  except  by  exist- 
ing monuments.  It  must  be  first  proved  that  the  monuments 
are  undoubtedly  pagan,  and  secondly,  that  the  inscriptions 
are  cotemporaneous  with  such  monuments,  and  not  fabrica- 
tions of  after  ages.  The  only  monument  with  an  Ogham 
inscription  yet  discovered,  which  exhibits  all  the  apparent 
features  of  a  pagan  monument,  is  an  artificial  cave  near  the 
castle  of  Dunloe,  in  the  county  of  Kerry.  This  interesting 
remain  of  ancient  Ireland  was  discovered  in  1838,  by  the 
workmen  of  Daniel  Mahony,  Esq.,  of  Dunloe  Castle.  In 
constructing  a  sunk  fence  in  one  of  the  fields  of  the  demesne, 
they  broke  into  a  subterranean  chamber,  of  a  curved  form, 
which  proved  to  be  the  termination  of  a  gallery.  The  sides 
of  the  cave  are  constructed  of  rude  stones,  without  any  kind 
of  cement,  and  the  roof  is  formed  of  long  stones,  laid  horizon- 
tally ;  an  upright  stone  pillar  extends  from  the  centre  of  the 
floor  of  the  cave  to  the  roof,  and  is  evidently  designed  to  sup- 
port it.  This  pillar  stone  is  inscribed  with  Ogham  characters, 
as  are  four  of  those  w^hich  form  the  roof,  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  impress  the  conviction  that  they  had  been  inscribed  before 
they  were  placed  in  their  present  positions.  In  the  passage 
were  found  several  human  skulls  and  bones,  which  clearly  in- 
dicated the  sepulchral  character  of  the  monument,  and  which 
Mr.  Mahony  removed  to  Dunloe  Castle,  in  order  to  preserve 
them. 

The  Author  of  this  Grammar  examined  this  cave  in  the 
year  1841,  and  can  testify  that  the  inscriptions  are  not  fa- 
brications ;  but  whether  the  monument  be  pagan  or  early 
Christian,  he  will  not  take  upon  him  to  decide.  Ogham 
inscriptions  are  constantly  referred  to  in  the  oldest  Irish  his- 
torical tales,  as  engraved  on  the  tombs  and  monuments  of 
pagan  kings  and  chieftains,  and  from  these  tales  it  would 
appear  that  they  contained  simply  the  names  of  the  persons 
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interred.  Thus  in  the  story  in  Leabhar  na  h-  Uidhri,  about 
the  identifying  of  the  grave  of  King  Fothadh  Airgtheach,  in 
the  third  century,  it  is  stated  that  his  headstone  exhibited,  in 
Ogham  characters,  the  inscription  : 

pocbaD  aiRcchech  iwt)  so, 

**  Fothadh  Airgthech  here." 

Also  in  a  very  ancient  poem,  beginning  Ojum  illia,  lia  uap 
Icacc,  "  Ogum  on  the  stone,  the  stone  over  the  monument," 
preserved  in  the  Book  of  Letnster,  p.  28,  b,  a  stone  placed 
over  a  monument,  with  an  Ogham  inscription,  situated  on  the 
site  of  a  battle  fought  in  the  third  century,  is  thus  alluded  to : 

In  c-ojum  ÚC  pil  ip  in  cloic, 
Ifnma  copcpacap  mop; 
OammapeD  pinb  piccib  jlonb, 
Cian  bat>  cuman  in  Ojom. 

**  That  Ogum  which  is  on  the  stone, 
Around  which  many  were  slain ; 
If  Finn  of  the  many  battles  lived, 
Long  would  the  Ogum  be  remembered." 

Again,  in  the  tale  of  Deirdre,  published  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Gaelic  Society  of  Dublin,  pp.  127,  128,  the  sepul- 
chral monument  of  Naisi  and  Deirdre  is  thus  spoken  of: 

l)o  cójbaó  a  liaj  op  a  lecc,  oo  pcpibaó  a  n-anmanna  Ojaim, 
acap  DO  pepaó  a  ccluirce  caeince. 

**  Their  stone  was  raised  over  their  monument,  their  Ogham  names 
were  written,  and  their  ceremony  of  lamentation  was  performed.'* 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  similar  references  to  pagan 
monuments  inscribed  with  Ogham  characters,  but  as  we 
have  no  manuscripts  of  pagan  antiquity,  the  real  proof  of 
the  facts  above  stated  must  be  derived  from  the  monuments 
themselves ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  antiquaries,  in 
examining  the  ancient   Irish  sites   of  pagan  battles,  earns. 
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sepulchral  chambers,  and  cromlechs,  will  have  a  close  look  out 
for  Ogham  inscriptions.     It  is  highly   probable   that  such 
inscriptions  were  generally  engraved  on  that  part  of  the  stone 
which  was  concealed  by  the  earth,  in  order  to  prevent  the  air 
from  wearing  the  surface  of  the  stone.     This,  at  least,  appears 
to  have  been  the  case  with  the  monument  of  Fothadh  Airg- 
thech  above  alluded  to ;  but  from  other  references  it  seems 
that  the  Ogham  inscription  was  cut  on  the  flag  stone  with 
which  the  monument  was  covered  over  head^,  but  whether  on 
its  upper  or  under  surface,  or  on  its  external  edges,  we  cannot 
determine.     Ledwich,    in    his  strictures  upon   O' Flanagan's 
paper  on  the   Ogham  inscription  on  the  Callan  mountain, 
in  the  county  of  Clare,  asserts  that  the  stone  could  not  have 
retained    the   inscription  from  the  remote   period   to  which 
O' Flanagan  ascribed  it,  and  writes  as  follows  : 

^'  Can  it  be  imagined,  that  the  Callan  inscription  has  stood 
almost  1500  years  in  a  naked  and  wild  situation,  uninjured  by 
the  tooth  of  time,  and  all  the  vicissitudes  of  a  variable  climate  ? 
That  the  great  Atlantic  ocean,  and  its  briny  atmosphere,  have 
had  no  influence  on  this  rock,  and  so  far  from  pulverizing 
its  surface,  have  rendered  it  unfit  for  vegetation  ?  These  are 
wonderful  things !  Perhaps  the  venerable  Druid  who  per- 
formed the  funeral  rites  to  the  manes  of  Conal  Colgach  (and 
who  has  not  heard  of  Conal  Colgach  ?)  not  only  pronounced 
the  *  sit  terra  levis,'  but  washed  the  stone  with  a  magic  com- 
position of  Miseltoe,  Semolus,  and  Selago,  and  in  a  fine  pro- 
phetic phrenzy,  predicted  the  amazing  discoveries  of  Irish 
Antiquaries  in  the  18th  century^" 

^  The  South  Munster  Society  subject,  in  which  he  will  point 

of  Antiquaries  have  made  a  con-  out  the  situation  and  nature  of 

siderable    collection   of  Ogham  the  monuments  on  which  they 

inscriptions,  and  Mr.  Windele  of  are  found. 

Cork,  a  zealous  advocate  for  the  ^  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  2nd 

civilization  of  the  pagan  Irish,  edit.,  p.  341. 
intends  to  write  a  paper  on  the 
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It  is,  however,  stated  by  some  that  this  stone  had  lain 
buried  beneath  the  earth  for  ages,  while  others  asserted  with 
confidence  that  the  inscription  was  forged  by  Mr.  John  Lloyd, 
a  Munster  Irish  poet  of  the  last  century,  who  was  the  first 
to  notice  it  himself,  in  his  Short  Description  of  the  County  of 
Clare,  as  the  monument  of  Conan,  one  of  Finn  Mac  Cum- 
baill's  followers !  O' Flanagan,  without  acknowledging  that  it 
had  been  ever  deciphered  before,  actually  forges  an  Irish 
quatrain,  which  he  cites  as  a  part  of  the  poem  called  the 
Battle  of  Gabhray  to  prove  that  Conan  was  buried  on  the 
Callan  mountain,  whither  he  had  repaired,  after  the  battle  of 
Gabhra,  to  worship  the  sun ! 

The  Ogham  inscriptions  at  Dunloe,  and  elsewhere  in 
Kerry,  are,  however,  of  a  more  authentic  character  than  that 
on  the  Callan  mountain,  but  the  clue  to  their  interpreta- 
tion has  not  yet  been  discovered  ;  and  it  would  be  rash  in  the 
extreme  to  assume  without  positive  proof  that  they  are  all 
pagan,  as  several  of  the  stones,  on  which  they  are  inscribed, 
exhibit  crosses,  and  are  clearly  Christian  monuments. 

There  are  various  kinds  of  Ogham  given  in  the  tract  in 
the  Book  of  Ballymote  already  referred  to,  but  a  complete 
discussion  of  the  subject  would  occupy  too  much  space,  and 
it  must  therefore  suffice  to  give  here  the  most  common  form, 
called  the  Ogham  Craobh,  or  Virgular  Ogham,  which  is  as 
follows : 

h  Ó  c   c    q  m  5  nj  ;c     p  a  o  u   e     i     ea  01  ui  la  ao 

1 11  III  III,  mil ' " '" "» ""'  //^f#JHIHtHHI^f-^-^T 

bl  p  p   n 

Here  it  is  to  be  noted  that  the  diphthongs  beginning  with 
e,  as  ea,  ei,  eo,  eoi,  are  all  distinguished  by  a  cross  (  x  )  inter- 
sected by  the  stem  line.  The  diphthong  01  is  marked  by  a 
circle  bisected  by  the  line.  The  diphthongs  and  triphthongs 
beginning  with  u,  as  ua,  ui,  uui,  are  all  marked  by  a  curve 
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(t))  below  the  line.  All  the  diphthongs  and  triphthongs  be- 
ginning with  I,  as  ia,  lo,  lu,  lui,  are  denoted  by  two  strokes 
drawn  below  the  line,  with  two  others  intersecting  them  at 
right  angles.  All  the  diphthongs  beginning  with  a,  as  ao, 
ae,  ai,  are  marked  by  four  parallel  strokes  intersected  at  right 
angles  by  four  others  placed  above  the  line.  The  letter  z  (ts 
or  dz)  which  has  been  decidedly  borrowed  from  the  Roman 
alphabet  is  represented  by  a  curve  of  this  form  "D  (*'  represen- 
tans  inuolutam  Draconis  caudam")  intersected  by  the  stem 
line,  thus,  -^.  A  short  line  drawn  parallel  to  the  stem  line 
-=-  represents  the  consonant  p ;  and  q,  which  was  unquestion- 
ably borrowed  from  the  Roman  alphabet,  and  used  by  the 
Irish  to  stand  for  cu,  is  indicated  by  five  strokes  drawn  per- 
pendicular to  the  stem  line. — See  O'Molloy's  Grammatica 
Latino- Hibernica^  pp.  135-142. 

In  a  MS.  in  the  British  Museum  (Clarendon  15),  various 
Oghams  are  described,  such  as  Dinn- Ogham,  in  which  the 
name  of  the  letters  are  borrowed  from  those  of  hills;  En- 
Ogham,  in  which  they  are  borrowed  from  those  of  birds  ; 
Dath-Ogham,  from  colours;  Cell-Ogham,  from  churches,  &c. ; 
but  these  are  evidently  contrivances  of  later  ages. 

The  ancient  Irish  also  used  an  obscure  mode  of  speaking, 
which  was  likewise  called  Ogham,  and  is  thus  described  by 
O'MoUoy  :  *'  Obscurum  loquendi  modum,  vulgo  Ogham, 
Antiquarijs  Hiberniae  satis  notum,  quo  nimiriim  loquebantur 
syllabizando  voculas  appellationibus  litterarum,  dipthongo- 
rum,  et  tripthongorum  ipsis  dumtaxat  notis*."  To  this  mode 
of  speaking  distinct  reference  is  made  in  the  following  entry 
in  the  Annals  of  Clonmacnoise,  as  translated  by  Council 
Mageoghegan,  in  the  year  1627  : 

"  A.  D.  1328.  Morish  O'Gibelan,  master  of  art,  one  ex- 
ceeding well  learned  in  the  new  and  old  laws,   civille  and 

'  Grammatica,  p.  133. 
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cannon,  a  cunning  and  skillfull  philosopher,  an  excellent  poet 
in  Irish,  an  eloquent  and  exact  speaker  of  the  speech^  which 
in  Irish  is  called  Ogham^  and  one  that  was  well  seen  in  many 
other  good  sciences  :  he  was  a  cannon  and  singer  at  Twayme, 
Olfyn,  Aghaconary,  Killalye,  Enaghdown,  and  Clonfert;  he 
was  official  and  common  judge  of  these  dioceses ;  ended  his  life 
this  year." 

But  if  the  Irish  are  obliged  to  resign  all  claims  to  letters 
in  the  time  of  paganism,  they  can  still  historically  boast  of 
having  writers  among  them  before  the  general  establishment 
of  Christianity  in  the  fifth  century ;  for  we  must  infer,  from 
the  oldest  lives  of  St.  Patrick,  that  there  were  several  chris- 
tian bishops  in  Ireland  on  Patrick's  arrival ;  and  we  learn 
from  St.  Chrysostom,  in  his  Demonst ratio  quod  Christus  sit 
DetiSf  written  in  the  year  387,  that  the  "  British  Islands,  situ- 
ated outside  the  Mediterranean  sea,  and  in  the  very  ocean 
itself,  had  felt  the  power  of  the  divine  word,  churches  having 
been  founded  there,  and  altars  erected^" 

But  the  most  curious  information  respecting  the  literate 
character  of  Ireland  before  St.  Patrick's  time,  is  derived  from 
the  accounts  of  Celestius,  who  was  certainly  an  Irishman,  and 
the  favourite  disciple  of  the  heresiarch  Pelagius.  St.  Jerome, 
alluding  to  a  criticism  of  Celestius  upon  his  Commentaries 
on  the  Epistle  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Ephesians,  thus  vents  his 
rage  against  this  bold  heretic  : 

"  Nuper  indoctus  calumniator  erupit,  qui  Commentarios 
meos  in  epistolam  Pauli  ad  Ephesios  reprehendendos  putat. 
Nee  intelligit,  nimia  stertens  vecordia,  leges  Commentariorum, 
&c., nee  recordatur  stolidissimus,  et  Scotorum  pultibus 

*  S.  Chrysostom,  0pp.  tom.  i.  rrjc  Suva/icwc  fov  piijutarog  pcr- 

575,  B,  Ed.  Bened,  Kai  yap  ai  Oovro'  Koi  yap  ic^k€c  'EicicAjj- 

BpéTaviKa\   vri<T0Í9   aí  tíjc   Oa-  aiai  Kai   Ovtriaarripia  TrcTriyya- 

XaTTiic  ÍKTog  KBipevai  ravrrjCj  <tiv. 
KOI  iv  avTtf  ov<Tai  rc^  wKeavij^^ 
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prsegravatus,  nos  in  ipso  dixisse  opere :  non  damno  digamos, 
imo  nee  trigamos,  et  si  fieri  potest  octogamos  :  plus  aliquid 
inferam,  etiam  scortatorem  recipio  poenitentem"." 

And  again,  in  the  proemium  to  his  third  book  on  Jeremiah, 
St.  Jerome  thus  more  distinctly  mentions  the  native  country 
of  Celestius : 

'•  Hie  tacet,  alibi  criminatur;  mittit  in  universum  orbem 
epistolas  biblicas,  prius  auriferas,nunc  maledicas:  et  patientiam 
nostram,  de  Christi  humilitate  venientem,  malse  conscientiae 
signum  interpretatur.  Ipseque  mutus  latrat  per  Alpinum 
[al.  Albinuni]  canem  grandem  et  corpulentum,  et  qui  calcibus 
magis  possit  ssevire,  quam  dentibus.  Habet  enim  progeniem 
Scoticae  gentis,  de  Britannorum  vicinia  :  qui,  juxta  fabulas 
Poetarum,  instar  Cerberi  spirituali  percutiendus  est  clava,  ut 
seterno,  cum  suo  magistro  Plutone,  silentio  conticescat"." 

We  learn,  however,  from  Gennadius  (who  flourished  A.D. 
495),  that  before  Celestius  was  imbued  with  the  heresy  of 
Pelagius,  he  had  written  from  his  monastery  to  his  parents 
three  epistles,  in  the  form  of  little  books,  containing  instruc- 
tions necessary  for  all  desirous  of  serving  God,  and  no  trace 
of  the  heresy  which  he  afterwards  broached.  The  words  of 
Gennadius  are  as  follow^s  : 

"  Celestius  antequam  Pelagianum  dogma  incurreret,  imo 
adhuc  adolescens,  scripsit  ad  parentes  suos  de  monasterio 
Epistolas  in  modum  libel lorum  tres,  omnibus  Deum  desideran* 
tibus  necessarias.  Moralis  siquidem  in  eis  dictio  nil  vitii 
postmodum  proditi,  sed  totum  ad  virtutis  incitamentum  te- 
nuit\" 

"  Ilieron.  Prolog,  in  lib.  i.  in  in  his  note  on  the  passage  last 

Hieremiam.   0pp.    ed.  Vallarsii,  quoted,  the  Scotia  of  St.  Jerome 

torn.  iv.  with  the  modern  Scotland  :  not 

"  Prolog,  i.  lib.  iii.  in  Hiere-  knowing  that  Ireland  was  the 

miam.     Some,    however,   think  only  country  called  Scotia  in  St. 

that  the  heretic  Pelagius  is  here  Jerome's  time, 
alluded  to.     See  Vallarsius,  not.  "  Gennadius    de  Script.  Eccl. 

in  loc.  0pp.  S.  Hieron.  tom.  iv.  c.  44.  (inter  0pp.  B.  Hieron.  Ed. 

who  confounds,  both  here   and  Vallarsii,  torn,  ii.) 
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It  is  conjectured'  that  these  letters  were  written  by 
Celestius  from  the  monastery  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  in  the 
year  369.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  if  Celestius,  while  a  youth, 
wrote  epistles  from  a  foreign  monastery  to  his  parents  in 
Scotia,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Britain,  we  must  conclude 
that  bis  parents  could  read  them,  and  that  Utters  were  known 
in  Ireland,  then  called  Scotia,  at  least  to  some  persons,  at  the 
close  of  the  fourth  century.  For  further  historical  reference 
to  Celestius,  and  his  master  Pelagius,  the  reader  Is  referred 
to  Ussher's  Primordia,  p.  205,  et  sequent.,  and  O'Conor's 
Berum  Hibemicarum  Scriptores,  Proiegometta,  p.  Isxxiii. 

There  are  also  inscriptions  still  extant  to  which  we  may 
appeal  in  proof  of  the  early  use  of  letters  in  Ireland.  The 
following,  which  is  of  undoubted  antiquity,  is  a  copy  of  the 
Roman  alphabet,  inscribed  on  a  stone  at  Kilmalkedar,  in  the 
west  of  the  county  of  Kerry.  An  accurate  representation  of 
this  inscription  is  given  by  Mr.  Petrie,  in  his  Essay  on  the 
Ecclesiastical  Architecture  and  Round  Towers  of  Ireland", 
and  is  inserted  here  by  permission  of  the  author. 


But  there  is  a  still  older  inscription,  perhaps  the  oldest 
extant,  which  remains  on  the  monument  of  Lugnathan,  the 
nephew  of  St.  Patrick,  at  Inchaguile,  in  Lough  Corrib,  county 
of  Galway :  of  this  a  fac-simile  is  also  given  in  Mr.  Petrie's 
work,  p.  164,  and  is  here  inserted.  It  conUiins  the  following 
words,  in  the  Roman  characters  of  the  fifth  century  : 

-  Moore's  Hiatory  of  Ireland,  *  Transactions   of   the    Koyal 

vol.  L  p.  208.  Irish  Academy,  vol,  xx.  p.  133. 


tie  tusNaeDOH  mace  tmeHueh. 

"  The  Stone  of  Luunaedon  Son  of  Limenueh." 

The  oldest  Irish  manu- 
script extant  in  Ireland  is  the 
Book  of  Armagh,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brownlow.  It  contains  a  copy 
of  the  Gospels,  and  some 
very  old  Lives  of  St.  Patrick; 
the  characters  are  clearly  a 
slight  modification  of  the 
Roman  alphabet,  with  a  few 
Greek  characters  in  the  titles 
of  the  Gospels. 

The  Books  of  D arrow 
aTid  Kells,  in  the  Library  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin,  said 
to  be  coeval  with  St.  Columb- 
kille,  and  in  his  handwriting, 
are  in  the  uncial  character 
common  in  Europe  at  the  pe- 
riod. The  tatter  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  magnificent  specimen  of 
penmanship  and  illumination 
now  remaining  in  the  western 
woild. 
I  -  .  —  There    is  another  manu- 

'   '■  \,.."  -I       script  of  great  age  preserved 

in  the  Library  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Dublin,  called  Liber  Hymnorum,  containing  several 
ancient  hymns  in  Latin  and  Irish,  of  which  work  there  is  ano- 
ther copy  in  the  College  of  St.  Isidore  at  Rome.  This,  though 
evidently  not  so  ancient,  nor  so  exquisitely  beautiful,  as  those 
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already  mentioned,  is  in  the  same  character^  and  sufficiently 
proves  that  the  Irish  letters  are  immediately  derived  from  the 
Roman  alphabet.  Ussher,  in  a  letter  to  Vossius,  expressed 
his  opinion  that  this  manuscript  was  then  a  thousand  years 
old,  but  I  think  he  increased  its  age  by  a  century  or  two. 

The  manuscript  of  the  Psalter,  preserved  in  the  Cathach, 
or  Caah,  a  beautiful  reliquary,  now  the  property  of  Sir 
Richard  O'Donnell,  is  also  very  probably  coeval  with  St. 
Columba,  if  indeed  it  be  not  in  his  handwriting.  This  most 
curious  box  and  reliquary  has  been  deposited,  by  the  public 
spirit  and  good  taste  of  its  owner,  in  the  Museum  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy. 

A  fac-simile  of  an  Irish  passage  in  a  manuscript  at  Cam- 
bray,  has  been  recently  published  by  Charles  Purten  Cooper, 
Esq.,  from  which  it  would  appear  that  the  manuscript  is 
probably  of  the  eighth  century.  The  character  looks  as  old 
as  that  of  any  manuscript  we  have  in  Ireland,  and  differs  from 
any  of  them  that  I  have  ever  seen,  in  the  form  of  the  letter  Pi 
which  is  thus  (f ).  Pertz,  who  has  read  the  passage  tolerably 
well,  considering  that  he  does  not  understand  a  word  of  the 
'  language,  ascribes  this  manuscript  to  the  ninth  century. 

The  next  oldest  Irish  manuscript  remaining  in  Ireland  is 
probably  the  Book  of  Leinster,  preserved  in  the  Library  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin  (H.  2. 18.)  ;  and  next  in  order  of  time 
I  would  rank  Leahhar  na  A-  Uidhri^  in  the  Library  of  the 
Royal  Irish  Academy,  which  was  transcribed  by  Maelmuire 
Mac  Cuinn  na  m-bocht,  at  Clonmacnoise,  in  the  twelfth 
century.  Next  may  be  classed  the  Leahhar  Breac  of  the 
Mac  Egans,  the  Books  of  Lecan  and  Ballymote,  and  a  host 
of  others  compiled  from  more  original  manuscripts,  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  characters  in  these  are  of  a  more 
angular  form  than  those  in  the  more  ancient  manuscripts^^. 

'  Mons.  Adolphe  Pictet  of  Ge-  June,  1 835,  seems  to  incline  to 
neva,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  the  opinion  that  we  had  no  writ- 
late  Edward  O'Reilly,  dated  24th      ten  documents  in  Ireland  before 


liv 
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Specimens  of  alphabets  from  the  most  important  of  these 
ancient  manuscripts,  forming  a  series,  nearly  complete,  from 
the  sixth  to  the  seventeenth  century,  will  be  found  in  the  an- 
nexed plates.  They  have  been  drawn,  from  the  original 
manuscripts,  by  George  Du  Noyer,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Fellows 
of  the  College  of  St.  Columba. 


Section  2. —  Of  the  Writers  on  Irish  Grammar. 

Having  now  noticed  the  bardic  accounts  of  the  antiquity 
of  letters  among  the  Irish,  and  the  authorities  which  prove 
the  existence  of  learning  in  Ireland  before  St.  Patrick,  we 
shall  next  give  some  account  of  the  labours  of  those  who  have 


the  fourth  or  fifth  century,  or  at 
least  that  this  is  the  most  remote 
period  to  which  written  docu- 
ments can  be  traced.  The  que- 
ries which  this  learned  philologer 
proposes  in  this  letter  are  very 
curious,  and  should  not  be  omit- 
ted here  : 

"  I*'.  La  secondc  edition  de 
votre  dictionnaire  a  t-elle  paru, 
ou  doit  elle  biéntót  paroitre  ? 

"  2°.  Existe-t-il  quelque  bon 
dictionnaire  anglais- irlandais  ? 

"  3°.  A-t-on  public,  depuis 
O' Conor,  ou  doit-on  publier  pro- 
chainement,  quelques  textes  an- 
cienSj  soit  poetiques,  soit  histo- 
riques,  soit  philologiques?  Com- 
ment Pacademie  royale  d'lrlande 
n'encourage-t-cUc  pas  la  publi- 
cation des  textes  anciens  dcs 
Brehon  laws,  des  poemes  encore 
existans  de  Cenfaolad,de  Eochoid, 
de  Tanaide,  de  Maelmuire,  etc. 
du  glossaire  de  Cormac  de  Tur- 
aicheapt  de  Fortchern,  etc.  ? 

"  4°.  N'a-t-on  retrouvé  aucun 
fragment  de  traduction  de  la 
Bible  en  ancien  irlandais,  dont 
ou  puisse  fixer  la  date  avec  quel- 


que certitude  ?  par  ancien  ir- 
landais j'en  tends  la  langue  telle 
qu'elle  existoit  anterieurement 
au  dixicme  siecle  et  depuis  le 
4ierae  ou5'*^°*®  epoquc  la  plus  re- 
culee,  je  crois  a  laquelle  remon- 
tent  les  documens  écrits. 

^*  5°.  Connoissez-vous  quel- 
que ouvrage  de  topographic  sur 
rirelande  ancienne  ou  moderne, 
qui  renferme  d'une  maniere  ex- 
acte  et  un  peu  complete  les  noms 
delieux,  fleuves,lacs,  montagnes, 
provinces,  tribes,  etc.  avec  I'or- 
thographie  irlandaise  ? 

*'  Voila,  monsieur,  bien  des 
questions.  Je  m'excuse  encore 
de  mon  indiscretion  en  prenant 
la  liberte  de  vous  les  adresser  : 
rinteret  de  la  science  plaidera 
pour  moi.  Si  vous  etes  assez 
bon  pour  vouloir  bien  m'aider 
de  vos  lumieres  j'espere  que  mes 
travaux  ne  seront  pas  inutiles  a 
la  cause  trop  meconnue  des 
etudes  celtiques,  et  réveilleront 
sur  le  continent  un  interet  nou- 
veau  pour  les  restes  vénérables 
de  la  litterature  du  plus  ancienne 
peuple  de  PEurope." 
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written  on  Irish  grammar.     The  first  work  of  this  kind  men- 
tioned by  the  Irish  writers  is  Uraicecht  na  n-EigeSy  or  Pre- 
cepts of  the  Poets.     This  treatise  is  attributed  to  Forchern, 
or  Ferceirtne,  the  son  of  Deaghaidh,  from  whom  theDeagads, 
or  Clanna  Deaghaidh,  of  Munster,  are  descended.     It  is  said 
to  have  been  written  at  Emania,  the  royal  palace  of  Ulster, 
in  the  first  century,  but  was  afterwards  interpolated  and  en- 
larged at  Derryloran,  in  Tyrone,  about  the  year  628,  by 
Cennfaeladh,  the  son  of  Ailill.     Copies  of  this  work,  as  re- 
modelled by  Cennfaeladh,  are  preserved  in  the  Books  of  Lecan 
and  Ballymote,  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy, 
and  a  more  ancient  one,  on  vellum,  in  the  British  Museum, 
which  the  Author  has  recently  perused.     This  work  contains 
rules  for  poetical  compositions,  and  is  rather  a  prosody  than 
a  regular  grammar.     In  a  paper  manuscript,  in  the  Library 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin  (H.  1.  15),  is  a  larger  work,  called 
Uraiceachty  which  gives  genders  and  inflections  of  nouns,  and 
various  orthographical  and  etymological  rules  ;  but  this  work 
is  a  compilation  of  comparatively  modern  times. 

There  are  several  short  treatises  on  Irish  grammar,  in  ma- 
nuscript, by  various  writers  in  the  seventeenth  century,  in  the 
Library  of  Trinity  College,  and  one,  by  O'Mulconry,  in  that 
of  St.  Sepulchre's,  Dublin  ;  and  we  learn  from  the  monument 
of  Sir  Mathew  De  Renzi,  at  Athlone,  who  died  in  1635,  that 
he  composed  a  grammar^  dictionary^  and  chronicle^  in  the 
Irish  tongue*. 

The  first  Irish  book  ever  printed,  with  instructions  for 
reading  Irish,  was  John  Kearney's  "  Alphabeticum  et  Ratio 
legendi  Hibemicam^  et  Catechismus  in  eadem  Lingua^  1571, 
8vo."  The  only  known  copy  of  this  curious  and  rare  book  is 
preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford*. 

«   See   Statute  of  Kilkenny,      12,  note  ^. 
edited  by  Mr.  Hardiman  for  the  *  The  Catechism  is  a  Transla- 

Irish  Archaological  Society,   p.      tion  into  Irish  of  the  Catechism 
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The  first  printed  Irish  grammar  is  that  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
0*Molloy,  written  in  Latin,  and  entitled  "  Grammatica 
Latino- Hibernica,  nunc  compendiata, — Authore  Rev.  P.  Fr. 
Francisco  O'MoUoy,  Ord.  Min.  Strict.  Observantiae,  in 
Coliegio  S.  Isidori  S.  Theol.  Professore  Primario,  Lectore 
Jubilato,  et  Prouincise  Hiberniae  in  Curia  Romana  Agente 
Generali.  Romse,  Typographia  S.  Cong,  de  Propag.  Fide 
1677."  It  contains  286  pages,  12mo.,  and  is  divided  into 
twenty-five  chapters,  of  which  the  first  nine  treat  of  the  let- 
ters; the  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth,  of  etymology,  of  which 
he  treats  but  very  slightly  ;  the  thirteenth  chapter  is  on  the 
oghams  and  contractions ;  and  the  remaining  twelve,  of  the 
ancient  Irish  prosody,  into  which  he  enters  very  copiously. 

The  next  grammar  of  Irish  which  issued  from  the  press 
was  written  by  the  celebrated  antiquary  Lhwyd.  It  was 
published  in  his  Archcpologia  Bn'taunica,  and  prefixed  to  his 
Irish-English  Dictionary,  Oxford,  1707.  This  work  was 
extracted  from  O'Molloy's,  and  from  another  work  on  Irish 
grammar,  in  manuscript,  written  by  an  anonymous  author 
at  Louvain,  in  1669.  It  is  somewhat  more  copious  than 
O'Molloy's  in  the  etymology,  but  is  still  very  imperfect.  He 
omits  the  defective  or  irregular  verbs  altogether,  observing 
that  they  are  very  numerous,  and  that  in  conjugating  them, 
"  the  common  use  and  practice  of  the  province,  &c.,  is  the 
only  pattern,"  From  the  preface  to  his  Dictionary,  written 
in  Irish,  it  appears  that  this  great  philologer  knew  almost 
nothing  of  the  idioms  of  the  Irish  language,  for  he  uses  the 
English  collocation  in  most  of  his  sentences,  which  gives  his 
Irish  composition  a  strange,  if  not  ridiculous,  appearance. 

The  next  Irish  grammar  that  made  its  appearance  after 
Lhwyd's,  was  written  by  Hugh  Boy  Mac  Curtin,  a  native  of 


of  the  Church  of  England,  which      Collects  from  the  Book  of  Com- 
is  followed  by  some  Prayers  and      mon  Prayer. 
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the  parish  of  Kilcorney,  near  Corofin,  in  the  county  of  Clare. 
It  is  entitled  "The  Elements  of  the  Irish  Language,  gram- 
matically explained  in  English,  in  fourteen  chapters :  small 
8vo.  Lovain,  1728."  It  was  reprinted  with  his  English-Irish 
Dictionary,  at  Paris,  in  1732.  This  work  is  much  more 
copious  that  its  predecessors,  particularly  in  the  etymology 
and  syntax,  on  which  the  author  has  every  claim  to  origina- 
lity. Of  the  irregular  verbs  he  says,  that  they  are  very 
numerous,  and  that  in  the  forming  thereof,  the  common  use 
or  practice  of  the  kingdom,  or  the  distinct  dialects  of  each  pro- 
vince, is  the  only  guide  and  rule.  He  omits  prosody  alto- 
gether. 

In  1742,  Donlevy  published,  at  Paris,  his  Irish- English 
Catechism,  to  which  he  appended  instructions  for  reading  the 
Irish  language,  entitled  "  The  Elements  of  the  Irish  Lan- 
guage." This  treats  of  orthography  only,  but  it  is  by  far 
the  best  treatise  on  the  subject  that  had  till  then  appeared. 
At  the  end,  he  says :  "  Such  as  desire  to  get  more  Insight 
into  the  Grammar-Rules  of  this  Language^  may  have  recourse 
to  the  laborious  M.  Hugh  Mac  Curtin's  Irish  Grammar, 
The  chief  DiflSculty  of  reading,  or  speaking  Irish^  consists  in 
pronouncing  bh,  jh,  and  some  Diphthongs  and  Triphthongs 
rightly ;  but  this  is  easily  overcome  by  Practice,  or  a  little 
instruction  by  the  Ear ;  whereby  the  Pronunciation  of  the 
Language  will  become  agreeable,  there  being  much  Use  made 
of  Vowels,  and  little  of  Consonants^  in  it." 

No  other  Irish  Grammar  appeared  after  this  till  the  year 
1773,  when  Vallancey  published  his,  in  quarto,  with  a  preface, 
which  tended  to  call  attention  to  a  subject  then  but  little 
appreciated.  Of  this  work  he  brought  out  an  improved 
edition,  in  octavo,  in  1782,  with  an  "  Essay  on  the  Celtic  lan- 
guage, shewing  the  importance  of  the  Iberno-Celtic  or  Irish 
dialect  to  students  in  history,  antiquity,  and  the  Greek  and 
Roman  classics." 

h 
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This  work  is  compiled  from  those  already  mentioned,  apd 
from  O'Brien's  remarks  on  the  letters  throughout  his  Irish- 
English  Dictionary.  The  author  has  treated  of  the  irregu- 
lar verbs  more  copiously  and  satisfactorily  than  any  of  his 
predecessors,  and  assures  the  learner  that  "  they  are  not  so 
numerous  or  more  difficult  than  those  of  Latin,  French,  or 
English."  His  syntax,  which  is  briefly  dismissed  in  twelve 
rules,  is  much  inferior  to  that  of  his  predecessor  Mac  Curtin. 
On  the  whole,  this  work  shews  considerable  research,  and 
curious  learning ;  but  it  is  more  theoretical  than  practical, 
and  better  adapted  to  assist  the  comparative  etymologist  than 
the  mere  Irish  student.  It  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  and 
correct  of  Vallancey's  writings,  and  is  doubtlessly  the  joint 
production  of  the  avowed  author  and  several  native  Irish 
scholars^. 

Shortly  after  Vallancey's,  appeared  Shaw's  Gaelic  Gram- 
mar, Edinburgh,  1778;  but  this  is  confined  to  the  Erse  or 
Gaelic  of  Scotland,  and  its  merits  are  very  questionable*'.  In 
1801  appeared  the  first  edition  of  a  Gaelic  Grammar,  by 
Alexander  Stewart,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Moulin.     Of 


*•  The  only  other  production 
given  to  the  world  by  Vallancey 
which  shews  much  ability,  is  the 
Law  of  Tanistry  exemplified  by 
the  Pedigree  of  O'Brien  ;  but 
this  work  was  written  not  by 
Vallancey,  but  by  tlie  Right  Rev. 
John  O'Brien,  Roman  Catholic 
Bishop  of  Cloyne,  as  appears 
from  a  letter  in  the  hand- writing 
of  the  Chevalier  Thomas  O' Gor- 
man, in  the  possession  of  Terence 
O'Brien,  Esq.,  of  Glencolumb- 
kille,  in  the  county  of  Clare. 
O' Gorman,  in  referring  to  a 
genealogical  extract  from  Val- 
lancey's Collectanea,  says :  "  The 
above    genealogy    is    extracted 


from  the  History  of  the  House 
of  O'Brien,  icritten  by  the  late 
Doctor  John  O'Brien^  titular  Bi- 
shop of  Cloyne^  and  published 
in  the  year  1774,  by  Col.  Val- 
lancey." 

^  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart,  in  the 
Introduction  to  the  2nd  edition 
of  his  Ga?lic  Grammar,  has  the 
following  reference  to  this  work  ; 
"  I  know  but  one  publication 
professedly  of  Gaelic  Grammar,' 
written  by  a  Scotsman  (Analysis 
of  the  Gaslic  Language ;  by  Wil- 
liam Shaw,  A.  M.) ;  I  have  con- 
sulted it  also,  but  in  this  quar- 
ter I  have  no  obligations  to  ac- 
knowledge." p.  xiii. 
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this  an  improved  edition  was  brought  out  in  1812,  which  is 
undoubtedly  the  ablest  work  on  Gsellc  grammar  that  ever 
appeared. 

In  1808  was  published,  in  Dublin,  an  Irish  Grammar,  in 
octavo,  entitled  Upaicecc  na  ^c^eoilje,  "  A  Grammar  of  the 
Irish  Language,"  under  the  fictitious  signature  of  E,  O'C.y 
which,  in  the  Prospectus,  is  given  in  full  as  Edmund  O'Connell; 
but  the  author,  as  many  living  witnesses  can  attest,  was 
William  Halliday,  Esq.,  a  solicitor  in  Dublin,  who  studied 
Irish  as  a  dead  language,  and  who  died  before  he  reached 
his  twenty-fifth  year,  having  produced  this  grammar  in  his 
nineteenth  year.  He  derived  much  information  from  the  first 
edition  of  Stewart's  Gaelic  Grammar,  and  from  Messrs.  Wolfe, 
O'Conneli,  and  Casey,  three  Irish  scholars,  natives  of  Munster, 
with  the  latter  of  whom  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  lan- 
guage in  1805,  under  the  fictitious  name  of  William  O'Hara. 
In  this  work  he  rejects  the  modern  Irish  orthography  as 
corrupt,  and  strikes  out  a  new  mode  of  classifying  the  declen- 
sions of  nouns.  His  syntax  is  almost  wholly  drawn  from  the 
works  of  Mac  Curtin  and  Stewart,  particularly  the  latter, 
whose  arrangement  and  diction  he  has  closely  followed  ;  and 
indeed  he  could  not  have  followed  a  safer  model.  However, 
he  has  pointed  out  some  errors  in  the  first  edition  of  Stewart's 
Gaelic  Grammar,  which  Stewart  himself  thankfully  acknow- 
ledges and  corrects  in  the  second  edition  of  his  work,  pub- 
lished in  1812^.     Haliday  gives  the  ancient  Irish  prosody,  but 


**  Stewart  writes  in  the  Intro- 
duction :  "  The  Irish  dialect  of 
the  Gaelic  is  the  nearest  cognate 
of  the  Scottish  Gaelic.  An  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  its  voca- 
bles and  structure,  both  ancient 
and  modem,  would  have  been  of 
considerable  use.  This  I  cannot 
pretend  to  have  acquired.  I  have 
not  failed,  however,  to  consult, 


and  derive  some  advantage  from 
such  Irish  philologists  as  were 
accessible  to  me ;  particularly 
O'Molloy,  O'Brien,  Vallancey, 
and  Lhwyd.  To  these  very  re- 
spectable names,  I  have  to  add 
that  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Neil  son, 
author  of  '  An  Introduction  to 
the  Irish  Language,'  Dublin, 
1808  ;  and  E.  O'C,  author  of  a 
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merely  as  shortened  from  O'Molloy,  with,  here  and  there,  a 
few  remarks  of  his  own.  This  work,  however,  considering 
the  early  age*'  and  disadvantages  of  its  author,  must  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  much  merit ;  it  bears  the  stamp  of  taste, 
genius,  and  originality,  not  at  all  observable  in  the  works  of 
his  predecessors. 

In  the  same  year  (1808)  was  published,  in  Dublin,  "  An 
Introduction  to  the  Irish  Language,"  by  the  Rev.  William 
Neilson,  D.D.,  8vo.  This  grammar  is  the  joint  production  of 
Dr.  Neilson  and  Mr.  Patrick  Lynch,  a  native  of  the  parish 
of  Inch,  near  Castlewellan,  in  the  county  of  Down.  Mr. 
Lynch  had  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  dialect  of  Irish 
spoken  in  the  east  of  Ulster,  but  was  a  rude  scholar.  The 
orthography,  however,  and  grammatical  rules,  are  adapted  to 
this  dialect,  and  not  to  the  general  language.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  work  is  excellent,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  examples  given  to  illustrate  the  rules  are,  for  the  most 
part,  provincial  and  barbaric. 

In  1808  the  Gaelic  Society  of  Dublin  published,  in  their 
Transactions,  "  Observations  on  the  Gaelic  Language,  by 
11.  Mac  Elligott."     The  same  writer^  also  compiled  an  Irish 


'  Grammar  of  the  Gailic  Lan- 
guage,' Dublin,  1808 ;  to  the 
latter  of  whom  I  am  indebted 
tor  some  good-humoured  stric- 
tures, and  some  flattering  com- 
pliments, Avhich,  however  unme- 
rited, it  were  unhandsome  not  to 
acknowledge.'"  p.  xiii. 

*  Mr.  Patrick  Lynch,  the  au- 
thor of  the  Life  of  St.  Patrick, 
has  the  following  note  in  an  ad- 
vertisement of  his  works  ap- 
pended to  his  Inlroduction  to  the 
Krioicleifye  of  the  Irish  Languaije  : 
''  N.  B.  The  new  translation  of 
the    first    volume    of  Kea ting's 


History"  [of  Ireland],  "  though 
originally  published  in  Mr. 
Lyncli's  name,  was  begun  and 
actually  completed  by  the  late 
William  Halliday,  Esq.,  whose 
much  lamented  death  at  the  pre- 
mature age  of  24,  is  a  cause  of 
heart-felt  regret,  not  only  to  the 
Gaelic  Society,  of  w^hich  he  was 
an  active  member,  but  to  the 
lovers  of  Irish  literature  in  ge- 
neral." 

^  For  some  account  of  the  lite- 
rary qualifications  of  Mr.  MacEl- 
ligott,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
a  ])aniplilet  published  in  London, 
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Grammar,  which  is  still  extant  in  manuscript,  in  the  possession 
of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ryding,  of  Limerick,  but  was  never 
printed.  He  was  a  native  of  the  county  of  Kerry,  a  region 
in  which  they  studied  classics,  ^'  even  to  a  fault/'  in  his  time, 
and  was  for  many  years  a  classical  teacher  in  the  city  of 
Limerick,  where  he  created  a  high  taste  for  classical  and 
polite  literature. 

The  next  year  (1809)  ushered  into  light  "  A  Practical 
Grammar  of  the  Irish  Language,"  by  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien. 
This  is,  perhaps,  the  worst  attempt  hitherto  made  to  explain 
the  principles  of  this  language.  The  author  was  a  native  of 
Meath,  and  a  man  of  some  learning  ;  but  the  visionary  cha- 
racter of  his  mind  disqualified  him  for  the  important  task  of 
writing  a  grammar  of  an  ancient  and  neglected  language. 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  acquaintance  with  Irish 
history  or  topography,  or  with  any  of  the  correct  ancient 
Irish  manuscripts.  There  are  many  specimens  of  his  poetry 
in  the  native  Irish  preserved,  but  they  exhibit  no  merit, 
except  the  mere  power  of  stringing  together  long  compound 
words  in  jingling  rhyme,  without  poetic  genius,  or  strength 
of  thought.  His  Irish  Grammar  is  the  production  of  his  old 
age ;  and  the  late  Mr.  James  Scurry  says,  in  his  Review  of 
Irish  Grammars  and  Dictionaries,  published  in  the  fifteenth 


in  1844,  by  his  pupil,  the  Rev. 
Jonathan  Furlong,  in  reply  to 
certain  observations  by  Dr.  D. 
Griffin,  of  Limerick,  in  the  life  of 
Gerald  Griffin,  the  celebrated 
novelist.  We  learn  from  O'Flana- 
gan  that  Mr.  Mac  Elligott  had 
got  some  valuable  Irish  manu- 
scripts in  his  possession  in  1808. 
In  enumerating  the  collections  of 
Irish  manuscripts  known  to  him, 
O' Flanagan  writes  :  "  The  Che- 
valier O'Gonnan,  now  living  in 
the  county  of  Clare,   has  a  rare 


collection  of  annals,  and  other 
inestimable  monuments.  The 
books  of  Lecan  and  Ballymote, 
and  the^>ebap  bpec,or  'speckled 
book,'  of  Mac  Egan  are  in  the 
archives  of  the  Royal  Irish  Aca- 
demy ;  and  there  are  besides 
several  valuable  tracts  in  private 
hands  throughout  the  island,  of 
which  those  in  the  possession  of 
the  learned  M'EUigott,  of  Lime- 
rick, are  not  the  least  worthy  of 
estimation." — Transactions  of  the 
Gaelic  Society  ofDubliiu,  p.  235. 
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volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  that 
"it  is  not  to  be  taken  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  vigour  of  his 
intellect,  or  the  extent  of  his  learning." 

In  1813  Mr.  John  O'Connell,  of  the  parish  of  Tuath  na 
Droman,  near  Caherciveen,  in  Kerry,  published  at  Cork  an 
Irish  translation  of  F.  Paul  Segnary's  *'  True  Wisdom,"  to 
which  he  prefixed  short  '*  Instructions  for  reading  Irish," 
which  are  very  correct.  This  translation  is  a  curious  speci- 
men of  the  dialect  of  the  Irish  spoken  in  Kerry. 

In  1815  was  published,  in  Dublin,  a  small  grammatical 
tract,  entitled  *^  Foroidcas  Ghnath-Ghaoidheilge  na  h-Eir- 
eandj  An  Introduction  to  the  Knowledge  of  the  Irish  Lan- 
guage as  now  spoken,"  by  Patrick  Lynch,  Secretary  to  the 
Gielic  Society  of  Dublin.  This  little  work  contains  some 
very  valuable  remarks  on  the  pronunciation  and  genius  of  the 
Irish  Language,  although  it  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  the  name  of  a  grammar.  Mr.  Lynch  was  a  native  of  the 
county  of  Limerick  ;  he  kept  a  classical  school  at  Carrick-on- 
Suir  in  1800,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Dublin,  where,  for 
many  years,  he  taught  the  classical  languages,  French  and 
Hebrew.  He  wrote  small  works  on  grammar,  chronology, 
astronomy,  geography,  and  history ;  but  the  most  celebrated 
of  his  works  is  his  "  Proofs  of  the  Existence  of  St.  Patrick," 
written  chiefly  to  refute  Ledwich*s  assertions.  This  work 
was  published  in  Dublin,  in  1810,  and  contains  short  "  Direc- 
tions for  reading  Irish."  Mr.  Lynch  was  of  the  Milesian 
Irish  race  (and  wrote  his  name  Patruic  O'Loingsigh),  and  not 
of  the  Galway  tribe  of  that  name. 

In  1817  appeared  "  A  Compendious  Irish  Grammar,"  by 
Edward  O'Reilly,  annexed  to  his  Irish- English  Dictionary. 
This  is  chiefly  compiled  from  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien's  Gram- 
mar, and  partakes  of  all  its  faults  and  defects.  His  system  of 
making  the  initials  of  nouns  the  foundation  of  the  declensions, 
in  imitation  of  O'Brien,  is  quite  absurd,  as  the  tables  of  ter- 
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minational  changes,  given  in  both  grammars,  sufficiently 
shew.  The  author  was  a  man  of  strong  mind,  good  memory, 
and  studious  habits,  but  had  little  or  no  acquaintance  with 
the  classical  languages,  or  with  any,  except  English.  He 
learned  Irish  as  a  dead  language,  and  had  not  commenced 
the  study  of  it  till  he  was  more  than  thirty  years  of  age ;  but 
by  laudable  perseverence,  and  strong  powers  of  intellect,  he 
acquired  a  considerable  knowledge  of  the  ancient  Irish  lan- 
guage and  history. 

In  1820  was  published,  at  Waterford,  an  Irish  translation 
of  John  Baptista  Manni's  '*  Four  Maxims  of  Christian  Philo- 
sophy," by  Mr.  James  Scurry,  of  Knockhouse,  in  the  barony 
of  Iverk,  and  county  of  Kilkenny.  To  this  is  prefixed  "  An 
Introduction  to  the  Irish  Language,  containing  a  comprehen- 
sive Exemplification  of  all  the  alphabetical  Sounds,  and  their 
corresponding  English  Sounds,  as  a  further  Illustration  of 
them,  as  far  as  could  be  effected  by  the  Substitution  of  English 
characters." 

This  treatise  is  valuable,  as  giving  the  pronunciation 
which  prevails  in  the  diocese  of  Ossory,  with  which  the  writer 
was  most  intimately  acquainted. 

In  1828  Mr.  Scurry  published,  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of 
the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  '^  Remarks  on 
the  Irish  Language,  with  a  Review  of  its  Grammars,  Glos- 
saries, Vocabularies,  and  Dictionaries ;  to  which  is  added  a 
Model  of  a  comprehensive  Irish  Dictionary."  In  this  paper, 
p.  55,  the  author  says,  "that  he  had  prepared  for  press  a 
grammar,  both  theoretical  and  practical,  formed  on  the  genius 
of  the  language,  the  result  of  many  years'  consideration  of  the 
subject,  which  he  had  been  deterred  from  publishing,  from  the 
little  encouragement  works  of  that  nature  had  met  with  from 
the  public."  Mr.  Scurry  was  a  respectable  farmer,  and  though 
his  education  was  imperfect,  he  was  a  man  of  so  vigorous  a 
mind  that  he  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of  philology 
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and  general  literature^.  He  died  in  Dublin  in  1828,  and  his 
body  was  buried  in  the  church  of  Kilpecan,  near  the  village 
of  Mullinavat,  in  the  county  Kilkenny,  where  it  lies  without 
a  monument  to  exhibit  even  his  name. 

Various  other  compilations,  and  abstracts  from  these 
grammars,  have  since  been  published  ;  but  the  limits  of  this 
preface  would  not  permit  a  particular  description  of  them. 
The  largest  woric  of  this  kind  was  published  in  Dublin,  in 
1841,  and  compiled  for  the  Synod  of  Ulster,  by  S.  O'M. 
Dr.  Mason,  Librarian  of  the  King's  Inns,  Dublin,  also  com- 
piled an  Irish  Grammar ;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  has 
adopted  the  system  of  O'Brien  and  O'Reilly  to  a  considerable 
extent.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Nangle,  of  Achill,  has  also  brought 
out  a  second  edition  of  Neilson's  Irish  Grammar,  with  some 
judicious  corrections.  And  Mr.  Owen  Connellan,  who  was 
employed  for  many  years  in  the  Royal  Irish  Academy,  to 
transcribe  the  Books  of  Lecan  and  Ballymote,  for  the  Royal 
Library,  has  recently  published  a  small  work  on  Irish  Gram- 
mar, with  examples  from  Irish  MSS.,  not  to  be  found  in  any 
of  the  works  of  his  predecessors.  He  also  gives  the  pronun- 
ciation which  prevails  in  the  northern  part  of  Connaught, 
which  will  be  found  very  useful,  in  preserving  for  posterity 
the  local  peculiarities  of  the  Connacian  dialect. 

Some  works  have  also  been  written  on  the  g^mmar  of 
the  Geelic  of  Scotland,  by  Armstrong  and  Munroe ;  but  they 
contain  nothing  original,  the  Rev.  Alexander  Stewart  having 
exhausted  the  subject,  in  his  very  excellent  G»lic  Grammar, 
published  in  1812. 


s  The  Author  of  these  pages 
became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Scurry  in  Dublin,  in  the  year 
1826,  and  found  that,  although 
he  had  but  slight  acquaintance 
with  Latin  or  Greek,  he  had  still 
a  sound  knowledge  of  philosophi- 


cal grammar.  He  was  the  first 
that  induced  the  Author  to  study 
the  grammatical  works  of  Harris, 
Ward,  Home  Tooke,  Pickburne, 
and  Feams,  and  the  antiquarian 
productions  of  Baxter,  Davies, 
and  Vallancey. 
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Section  3. —  Testimonies  to  the  Value  of  the  Study  of  Irish, 

The  testimony  of  such  writers  as  have  mentioned  the  Irish 
language,  in  ancient  and  modern  times,  may  be  now  adduced, 
in  order  to  shew  the  importance  and  value  of  the  language  as 
a  branch  of  philological  study. 

Ledwich^  quotes  Irenaeus  (a.  d.  167),  Latinus  Pacatus 
Drepanus  f  a.  d.  361),  and  Sidonius  Apollinaris  (a.  d.  472),  in 
proof  of  his  assertion,  that  the  ancients  "  branded  the  Irish 
language  with  the  harshest  expressions  for  its  barbarism.  But 
even  though  it  were  clear  that  these  writers  meant  what  we 
now  call  Irish,  we  should  receive  their  testimony  with  some 
allowances,  for  the  Romans  described  as  barbarous  the  lan- 
guages of  all  nations  not  civilized  by  themselves,  except  the 
Greeks. 

Our  own  Adamnan,  however,  who  was  born  in  the  year 
624,  and  was  one  of  the  best  Latin  writers  of  his  age,  ac- 
knowledges, in  his  modest  preface  to  his  Life  of  St.  Columba, 
that  his  own  Latin  style  was  inelegant,  and  that  the  Scotic 
language  was  to  be  classed  with  different  other  languages  of 
the  external  nations.     His  words  are  : 

"  Beati  nostri  Patroni  (Christo  suffragan te)  vitam  descrip- 

^  Antiq.  p.  325.  I  have  not  tlic  number  of  seventeen  letters, 
been  able  to  find  any  thing  of  so  different  in  their  powers, 
this  kind  in  S.  Irenieus.  Charles  names,  and  arrangement,  from 
O'Conor  of  Belanagare,  thinks  those  of  the  Greeks  and  Eo77m7is  ? 
that  the  original  harshness  of  the  Evident  it  is,  that  without  inter- 
Celtic  must  have  been  softened  courses  of  this  nature  on  the 
down  in  Ireland  by  a  communica-  Continent,  and  perhaps  after- 
tion  between  the  Phoenicians  and  wards  in  this  island,  our  old  in- 
the  ancestors  of  the  Scots.  "  How  habitants  might  be  considered 
else,"  he  asks,  "  the  number  of  (as  some  have  laboured  to  repre- 
Phcenician  words  discovered  in  sent  them)  the  most  barbarous, 
their  language  ?  By  what  other  as  they  were  the  remotest,  in  the 
means  but  a  communication  with  west  of  Europe." — Origin  and 
the  Phoenicians  could  they  im-  Antiquities  of  the  ancient  Scots^ 
prove  and  harmonize  their  own  prefixed  to  Ogygia  Vindicated^ 
unsonorous  Celtic  ?  From  what  p.  xxxviiL 
other  people  could  they  obtain 
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turus,  fratrum  flagitationibus  obsecundare  volens  :  imprimis 
eandem  lectures  quosque  admoncre  procurabo ;  ut  fiJem  dictis 
adhibeant  compertis ;  et  res  magis  quam  verba  perpendant, 
quae  (ut  a^stimo)  inculta  et  vilia  esse  videntur,  meminerintque, 
Regnum  Dei  non  eloquentise  exuberantia,  sed  in  fidei  floru- 
lentia  constare :  et  nee  ob  aliqua  Scoticre^  vilis  videlicet  lin- 
guae, aut  humana  onomata,  aut  gentium  obscura  locorurave 
vocubula  (quai,  ut  puto,  inter  alias  exterarum  gentium  viles- 
cunt  linguas)  utilium,  et  non  sine  divina  opitulatione  gestarum 
despiciant  rerum  pronuntiationem'/' 

By  this  passage  we  are  to  understand  that  Adamnan  re- 
garded the  Scotic  language  as  one  of  those  which  had  hot 
received  the  polish  of  the  classical  languages ;  and  in  this 
light  must  all  the  vulgar  languages  of  Europe  be  viewed,  till 
they  were  cultivated  during  the  last  four  or  five  centuries, 
and  received  terms  of  art  from  the  Latin  and  Greek. 

Tirechan  also,  in  his  "  Annotations  on  the  Life  of  St.  Pa- 
trick," in  giving  a  reason  for  having  composed  a  portion  of 
them  in  the  Scotic  language,  though  he  was  able  to  write  the 
Roman  language,  says  the  Scotic  names  of  men  and  places 
{^^  quail  tat  em  iion  habcntia'*)  would  not  sound  well  in  Latin 
composition.  But  the  same  could  be  said  of  the  Hebrew, 
Persian,  Arabic,  and  all  the  eastern  languages  ;  the  proper 
names  of  which  would  not  sound  well  in  a  Latin  sentence,  as 
wanting  the  necessary  terminations,  and  could  not  be  even 
pronounced  by  an  ancient  Roman,  or  a  modern  Italian. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  Archbishop  Ussher  pro- 
nounced the  Irish  to  be  a  language  both  elegant  and  copious^ : 


*  See  Ussher's  Sylloge,  1st 
edition,  p.  42  ;  Parisian  edition, 
p.  29.  kSee  also  Colgan's  and 
Pinkcrton's  editions  of  Adam- 
nan's  Life  of  St.  Columba. 

J  A  curious  contrast  to  this 
account  is  aftbrded  by  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  Irish  lan- 


guage, ascribed  to  a  prelate  of 
ecjual  dignity  in  our  own  time : 
*'  The  Irish  language  is  a  barba- 
rous jargon,  in  which  all  the  dis- 
cordant sounds  to  be  heard  in 
the  farm-yard  are  mixed  up ; 
there  is  the  drawling  running  of 
one   note    into    another   of  the 
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"  Est  quidem  lingua  haec  [sciL  Hibernica],  et  elegans  cum 
primis,  et  opulenta :  sed  ad  rem  isto  modo  excolendam  (sicuti 
reliquas  fere  Europae  Linguas  vernaeulas  intra  hoc  saeculum 
excultas  videmus)  nondum  extitit  hactenus  qui  animum  adji- 
ceret^." 

Stanihurst,  the  uncle  of  Archbishop  Ussher,  a  Roman 
Catholic  priest,  although  he  wished  the  Irish  language  not  to 
be  used  in  the  English  Pale,  still  does  not  venture  to  condemn 
it,  as  uncouth  or  barbarous. 

**  Idem  ipse  locus  a  me  olim  erat  tractatus,  In  Hiberniie 
descriptione,  quam  dictione  vernacula  cdidi  :  meaq.  ibi  dispu- 
tatio  dedit  sermonem  inuidis,  me  laudes  Hibernici  sermonis 
minuisse.  Sed  in  falsa  hac  criminatione  suam  produnt  male- 
uolentiam,  non  redarguunt  meam.  Nee  enim  ego  turn  ora- 
tione  mea  suscepi,  linguam,  cuius  essem  ignarus  et  insolens, 
minus  considerate  vituperando,  adfligere  :  imo  contra  gra- 
vissimorum  horoinum  auctoritas  iidem  mihi  iamdudum  fecit, 
earn,  verborum  granditate,  dictionura  concinnitate,  atq.  dica- 
citate  quadam  acutula  redundare  ;  denique  cum  Hebraica 
lingua,  communi  conglutinationis  vinculo." 

Campion,  in  his  Historic  of  Ireland,  written  in  1571,  thus 
speaks  of  the  Irish  language  ;  cap.  iv.  Dublin  Ed.  p.  17  : 

"  The  tongue  is  sharpe  and  sententious,  offereth  great 
occasion  to  quicke  apothegmes,  and  proper  allusions,  where- 
fore their  common  Jesters,  Bards,  and  Rymers,  are  said  to 
delight  passingly  those  that  conceive  the  grace  and  propriety 


cock's  crow,  the  squall  of  tlie 
peacock,  the  cackle  of  tlie  goose, 
the  duck's  quack,  the  hog's 
grunt,  and  no  small  admixture 
of  the  ass's  bray." — See  Etruria 
Celtica^  vol.  i.  p.  48,  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Betham,  where  that  writer 
gravely  comments  upon  the  in- 
justice of  this  description  of  the 
language  of  the  old  Irish,  not 
perceiving    that    the    illustrious 


archbishop  must  have  uttered  it 
in  jest.  For  though,  like  Sta- 
nihurst,  he  has  of  course  no  wisli 
to  see  the  Irish  language  revived, 
still  the  authority  of  grave  men 
must  have  convinced  him  also 
that  it  is  not  so  utterly  savage  as 
this  description  would  make  it. 

^  Ussher's  Letters,   by  Parr. 
Lett.  li)3,  p.  486. 
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of  the  tongue.  But  the  true  Irish  indeede  differeth  so  much 
from  that  they  commonly  speake,  that  scarce  one  among  five 
score  can  either  write,  read,  or  understand  it.  Therefore  it  is 
prescribed  among  certaine  their  Poets,  and  other  Students  of 
Antiquitie." 

The  celebrated  Leibnitz  recommends  the  study  of  Irish, 
as  useful  in  illustrating  Celtic  antiquities ;  but  he  does  not 
give  any  opinion  as  to  the  elegance  or  inelegance  of  the  lan- 
guage.    His  words  are  : 

"  Postremo  ad  perficiendam,  vel  certe  valde  promovendam 
literaturam  Celticam,  diligentius  linguae  Hibernicse  adjungen- 

dum  esse,  ut  Lloydius  egregie  facere  cepit Nam  uti 

alibi  jam  admonui,  quemadmodum  Angli  fuere  colonia  Saxo- 
num  et  Britanni  emissio  veterum  Celtarum  Gallorum  Cim- 
brorum;  ita  Hiberni  sunt  propago  antiquiorum  Britannicae 
habitatorum  Colonis  Celticis  Cimbricisque  nonnullis,  et  ut  sic 
dicam  mediis,  anteriorum.  Itaque  ut  ex  Anglicis  linguae 
veterum  Saxonum  et  ex  Cambricis  veterum  Gallorum  ;  ita 
ex  Hibernicis,  vetustiorum  adhuc  Celtarum,  Germanorumque, 

'   et,  ut  generaliter  dicam,  accolarum  oceani  Britannici  cismari- 

.  norum  antiquitates  illustrantur^" 

It  would  be  tiresome  to  adduce  here  the  praise  of  the  Irish 
by  the  native  writers"^ ;  but  if  the  reader  is  curious  to  learn  the 
opinion  of  a  profound  native  scholar,  who  was  acquainted 
with  many  other  languages,  he  can  turn  to  Dr.  Lynch's 
Cambrensis  Eversus^  pp.  16  and  159,  where  he  will  find  a 
very  curious  account  of  the  avidity  that  some  persons  pos- 

^  Collect.  Etyniolog.,  0pp.  vi.  Dublin,  a  large  quantity  of  her 

part  2,  p.  129.      ■      /         /  '  ajicieni    records,    on   paper  and 

"*  Dean  Swift,  Rnbelaius  nos-  parchment,   then  in  his  Grace's 

ter,  though  fond  of  ridiculing  the  i)ossession,    that   had   been  for- 

Irish  people  in  most  of  his  writ-  merly  collected  and  carried  off 

ings,  yet,  in  a  letter  to  the  Duke  from  this  country  by  the  Earl  of 

ofChandos,  dated  31st  August,  Clarendon,  during   the   time  of 

1734,  requests  that  nableman  to      his    government    here Swift'^s 

restore  to  Ireland,  by  presenting  Works  h/  Scoff,  vol.  xviii.  p.  224. 
to  the  Library  of  Trinity  Collego, 
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sessed,  in  the  writer's  time,  for  studying  Irish,  and  the  feeling 
that  existed  to  discourage  such  study  ;  also  of  the  use  of  the 
language  to  preachers  and  antiquaries. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  last  century,  Vallancey  described 
the  Irish  in  the  following  laudatory  terms  : 

"  The  Irish  language  is  free  from  the  anomalies,  sterility, 
and  heteroclite  redundancies,  which  mark  the  dialects  of  bar- 
barous nations ;  it  is  rich  and  melodious ;  it  is  precise  and 
copious,  and  affords  those  elegant  conversions,  which  no  other 
than  a  thinking  and  lettered  people  can  use  or  acquire"." 

The  Rev.  William  Shaw,  in  his  Gaelic  Dictionary  (Lon- 
don, 1780),  calls  the  Irish  language  *Uhe  greatest  monument 
of  antiquity,  perhaps,  now  in  the  world.  The  perfection," 
he  says,  "  to  which  the  Gaelic  arrived  in  Ireland  in  such  re- 
mote ages  is  astonishing."  Alluding  to  the  Irish  MSS.  of 
Trin.  Coll.  Dublin,  which  he  calls  "  sealed  books,"  he  makes 
the  following  observation  :  "  Whilst  I  surveyed  and  examined 
them,  and  looked  back  to  the  ancient  state  of  this  once  blessed 
and  lettered  island,  they  produced  emotions  easier  conceived 
than  produced." 

The  same  writer  (Gaelic  Gram.,  Edinb.  1778)  has  the  fol- 
lowing observations  on  the  state  of  learning  in  Ireland : 

"  Whilst  Roman  learning,  by  the  medium  of  a  dialect  of 
the  Saxon,  now  flourished  in  Scotland,  the  Gaelic  and  Roman 
in  some  degree  grew  together  in  Ireland,  which,  for  some 
centuries,  was  deemed  the  greatest  school  for  learning  in 
Europe.  There  letters  and  learned  men,  from  all  countries, 
found  a  secure  retreat  and  asylum.  Its  happy  situation,  how- 
ever, did  not  perpetuate  these  blessings.  Ireland  was  invaded 
by  the  Danes,  and,  in  a  subsequent  age,  made  subject  to  the 
kings  of  England.  Though  there  were  English  colonies  in 
Ireland,  the  Gael  of  that  country  enjoyed  their  own  laws  and 
customs  till  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James  I.,  when  the 

"  Essay  on  the  G«?lic  Language,  p.  3. 
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English  laws  were  universally  established.  Then,  for  the 
first  time,  the  Gaelic  ceased  to  be  spoken  by  the  chiefs  of 
families,  and  at  court ;  and  English  schools  were  erected, 
with  strict  injunctions,  that  the  vernacular  language  should 
no  longer  be  spoken  in  these  seminaries.  This  is  the  reason 
why  the  I berno- Gaelic  has  more  MSS.  and  books  than  the 
Caledonian.  In  Scotland  there  has  been  a  general  destruc- 
tion of  ancient  records  and  books,  which  Ireland  escaped.  It 
enjoyed  its  own  laws  and  language  till  a  later  date,  while  the 
Scots- English  very  early  became  the  language  of  North 
Britain^." 

About  the  same  time,  the  learned  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson 
expressed  the  following  opinion  of  the  Irish  language  and 
literature,  in  a  letter  to  Charles  O' Conor,  of  Belanagare : 

'*  What  the  Irish  language  is  in  itself,  and  to  what  lan- 
guages it  has  affinity,  are  very  interesting  questions,  which 
every  man  wishes  to  see  resolved,  that  has  any  philological  or 
historical  curiosity.  Dr.  Leland  begins  his  history  too  late. 
The  ages  which  deserve  an  exact  inquiry,  are  those  times, 
for  such  times  there  were^  when  Ireland  was  the  school  of  the 
West,  the  quiet  habitation  of  sanctity  and  literature." 

The  celebrated  Edmund  Burke  was  anxious  to  preserve  a 
knowledge  of  the  Irish  language,  for  the  purpose  of  proving 
or  illustrating  that  portion  of  Irish  history  which  precedes 
the  period  of  Anglo- Irish  official  records.  In  a  letter  toVal- 
lancey,  dated  15th  August,  1783,  he  says  : 

"  All  the  histories  of  the  middle  ages,  which  have  been 
found  in  other  countries,  have  been  printed.  The  English 
have,  I  think,  the  best  histories  of  that  period.  I  do  not  see 
why  the  Psalter  of  Cashel  should  not  be  printed,  as  well  as 
Robert  of  Gloster.  If  I  were  to  give  my  opinion  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  I  should  propose  that  they  should  be 
printed  in  two  columns,   one  Irish  and  the  other  Latin,  like 

^  Introductiun,  p.  ix. 
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the  Saxon  Chronicle,  which  is  a  very  valuable  monument, 
and,  above  all  things^  that  the  translation  should  he  exact  and 
literal.  It  was  in  the  hope  that  some  such  thing  should  be 
done,  that  I  originally  prevailed  on  Sir  John  Seabright  to  let 
me  have  his  MSS.,  and  that  I  sent  them  by  Dr.  Leland  to 
Dublin.  You  have  infinite  merit  in  the  taste  you  have  given 
of  them  in  several  of  your  collections.  But  these  extracts  only 
increase  the  curiosity  and  the  just  demand  of  the  public  for 
some  entire  pieces.  Until  something  of  this  kind  is  done, 
that  ancient  period  of  Irish  history,  which  precedes  official 
records,  cannot  be  said  to  stand  upon  any  proper  authority. 
A  work  of  this  kind,  pursued  by  the  University  and  the 
Society 'of  Antiquaries,  under  your  inspection,  would  do 
honour  to  the  nation." 

Mons.  Adolphe  Pictet,  of  Geneva,  in  our  own  time,  has 
written  the  following  account  of  the  importance  of  the  Irish 
language  in  his  work,  De  VAffinite  des  Langues  Celtiques 
avec  le  Sanscrit : 

**  L'irlandaisy  par  son  extension,  sa  culture,  et  Tancien- 
nete  de  ses  monuments  ecrits,  est  de  beaucoup  le  plus  impor- 
tant des  dialectes  gaeliques.  Sans  entrer  ici  dans  des  details 
qui  nous  mcneraient  trop  loin,  je  me  bornerai  a  dire  que  ces 
monuments  sont  fort  nombreux  qu*ils  embrassent  Thistoire, 
la  philologie,  la  legislation,  la  poesie,  qu'ils  datent  surement 
pour  la  plupart  du  10*^  au  14®  siecle,  et  que  quelques  uns 
remontent  tres  probablement  jusqu'aux  7^  et  6®  p." 

But  to  collect  other  testimonies  of  this  kind  would  exceed 
the  limits  which  must  necessarily  be  imposed  on  the  present 
publication. 


Section  4. —  Of  the  Dialects  e/ Irish. 

A  few  remarks  must  now  be  made  on  the  dialects  of  the 
Irish  language.     Keating  informs  us,  from  the  ancient  tradi- 

P  Acant-projjos,  pp.  viii.  ix. 
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tions  of  the  bards,  that  Fenius  Farsaidh  ordered  Gaedhal, 
the  son  of  Eathor,  to  divide  the  Gaedhelc  language  into  five 
dialects,  namely,  Bearla  Feine^  Bearla  Fileadh^  Bearla 
eadarscarthaf  Bearla  TeibidAef  and  Gnaih-bkearla.  On 
this  subject,  Thaddseus  Roddy,  of  Crossfield,  near  Fenagh, 
in  the  county  of  Leitrim,  wrote  as  follows,  in  the  year  1700^ : 

**  I  have  several  volumes,  that  none  in  the  world  now  can 
peruse,  though  within  twenty  years  there  lived  three  or  four 
that  could  read  and  understand  them  all,  but  left  none  behind 
absolutely  perfect  in  all  them  books  [«tc],  by  reason  that  they 
lost  the  estates  they  had  to  uphold  their  publique  teaching,  and 
that  the  nobility  of  the  Irish  line  who  would  encourage  and 
support  their  posterity,  lost  all  their  estates,  so  that  the  anti- 
quaryes  posterity  were  forced  to  follow  husbandry,  &c.,  to 
get  their  bread,  for  want  of  patrons  to  support  them.  Hanas 
alit  artes.  Also  the  Irish  being  the  most  difficult  and  copious 
language  in  the  world,  having  five  dialects,  viz.  the  common 
Irish,  the  poetic,  the  law  or  lawyers'  dialect,  the  abstractive 
and  separative  dialects :  each  of  them  five  dialects  [sic]  being 
as  copious  as  any  other  language,  so  that  a  man  may  be  per- 
fect in  one,  two,  three,  or  four  of  them  dialects  [sic],  and  not 
understand  almost  a  word  in  the  other,  contrary  to  all  other 
languages,  so  that  there  are  now  several  in  Ireland  perfect  in 
two  or  three  of  these  dialects,  but  none  in  all,  being  useless 
in  these  times." 

Connell  Mageoghegan,  who  translated  the  Annals  of 
Clonmacnoise  in  1627,  says  that  the  "  Fenechus,  or  Brehon 
law,  is  none  other  but  the  civil  law,  which  the  Brehons  had 
to  themselves  in  an  obscure  and  unknown  language,  which 
none  cou'd  understand  except  those  that  studied  in  the  open 
schools  they  had.'' 

*<  The  original  (which  consists  the  autograph  of  Roddy,  and  is 

of  answers  to  questions  proposed  preserved  on  paper,   bound  up 

to  the  writer,  evidently  by  the  with  a  vellum  MS.  in  the  Library 

great  antiquary  Lhwya),   is  in  of  Trinity  College,  H.  2.  16. 
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Vallancey  thinks  that  there  were  but  two  dialects,  the 
Feint  and  Gnath^  i.  e.  the  Fenian  and  the  common  ;  and  that 
the  former  was,  like  the  Mandarin  language  of  the  Chinese, 
known  only  to  the  learned  ;  and  that  the  science  of  jurispru- 
dence was  committed  to  this  dialect.  These  five  dialects 
cannot  now  be  distinguished  with  satisfaction.  The  Brehon 
Laws  and  other  tracts  are  distinctly  stated  to  be  written  in 
the  Fenian  dialect ;  and  Keating  informs  us  that  there  are 
words  from  every  primitive  language  in  the  Bear  la  Teibidhey 
from  which  Vallancey  assumes  that  it  is  the  physician's  dia- 
lect, because,  I  suppose,  he  found  that  the  old  medical  Irish 
manuscripts  contain  words  taken  from  various  languages,  such 
Latin,  Greek,  and  Arabic  ;  but  none  of  the  medical  Irish 
manuscripts  are  older  than  the  twelfth  century.  The  poets' 
dialect  was  the  same  in  construction  as  the  common  language, 
except  that  the  poets  were  constantly  borrowing  words  from 
the  Bearla  Feine^  and  every  other  dialect^ 

The  dialects  now  spoken  by  the  people  differ  considerably 
from  each  other,  in  words,  pronunciation,  and  idiom,  through- 
out the  four  provinces.  The  difference  between  them  is 
pretty  correctly  expressed  in  the  following  sayings  or  adages, 
which  are  current  in  most  parts  of  Ireland  : 

Co  blaf  jan  ceapc  aj  an  rnuimneac; 
Co  ceapr  jun  blap  05  an  Ullcac  ; 
Hi  puil  ceapc  no  blap  aj  an  ^aijneac; 
Ca  ceapc  ajup  blup  aj  an  5-Connaccac. 

"  The  Munsterman  has  the  accent  without  the  propriety  ; 
The  Ulsterman  has  the  propriety  without  the  accent ; 
The  Leinsterman  has  neither  the  propriety  nor  the  accent ; 
The  Conaughtman  has  the  accent  and  the  propriety." 

'  Of  this  we  have  a  striking  beth,  by  John  O'Mulconry,  of 

specimen  in  the  Inauguration  Ode  Ardchoill,  in  the  county  of  Clare ; 

of  Brian  na  Murtha  O'Rourke,  published  by  Mr.  Hardiman,  in 

composed  in  the  reign  of  Eliza-  his  Irish  Minstrelsy,  vol.  ii.  p.  286. 
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The  antiquity  of  these  national  Irish  sayings  has  not 
been  determined ;  but  they  must  be  of  considerable  age,  as 
they  are  paraphrased  by  Lombard,  in  his  work  entitled  De 
Regno  Hibernim  Commentarius^  published  in  1632,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  Tertio  notandum,  quod  hoc  ipsura  idioma  sit  vernaculum 
totius  in  primis  Hibernise,  tametsi  cum  aliquo  discrimine,  turn 
quoad  dialectum  nonnihil  variantem  inter  diversas  prouincias, 
turn  quoad  artiiicij  obseruationem  inter  doctos  &  vulgares. 
£t  Dialecti  quidem  variatio  ita  se  habere  passim  aestimatur, 
vt  cum  sint  quatuor  Hibernise  prouinciae  (de  quibus  paulo 
infra)  Momonia,  Vltonia,  Lagenia,  Conactia,  penes  Conactes 
sit  &  potestas  rectae  pronuntiationis,  &  phraseos  vera  proprie- 
tas  ;  penes  Momonienses  potestas  sine  proprietate,  penes 
VI tones  proprietas  sine  potestate,  penes  Lagenos  nee  potestas 
pronuntiationis,  nee  phraseos  proprietas*." 

There  is  another  dialect  known  to  some  persons  in  the 
counties  of  Cork,  Clare,  Limerick,  and  Kerry,  called  Bear'- 
lagar  na  saer^  or  tradesman's  jargon,  of  which  Mr.  Mac  El- 


*Ledwich,who  sees  every  thing 
Irish  with  a  jaundiced  eye,  refers 
to  this  passage  of  Lombard'*s,  to 
confirm  his  assertion,  that  the 
Irish  was  a  barbarous  dialect, 
possessing  '*  neither  alphabetical 
sounds,  words  for  ideas,  ortho- 
graphy, or  syntax."  He  might, 
for  the  same  reason,  pronounce 
the  Greek  a  barbarous  jargon, 
because  it  not  only  consisted  of 
four  principal  dialects,  the  Attic^ 
Ionic,  Doric,  and  ^olic,  but  each 
of  these  dialects  varied  with  the 
localities  ;  and  in  one  colony  of 
Asia  Minor,  four  different  species 
of  the  Ionic  dialect  were  observa- 
ble. Every  language,  of  any 
antiquity,    and    spread   over    a 


number  of  provinces,  must  have 
different  dialects  and  local  pecu- 
liarities. Nothing  but  literature, 
and  a  public  communication,  can 
form  a  standard  dialect  of  a  na- 
tion ;  and  nothing  can  possibly 
prevent  the  language  of  a  nume- 
rous people  from  splitting  into 
dialects.  The  older  the  language 
is,  and  the  more  widely  separated 
the  tribes  are,  the  greater  will 
be  the  difference  of  the  respective 
dialects.  These  facts  being  fairly 
considered,  it  will  appear  that 
Ledwich's  observations  on  the 
different  dialects  of  the  Irish,  are 
nothing  more  than  illiterate  and 
impertinent  criticisms. 
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ligott,  of  Limerick,  has  given  a  few  words  and  phrases  in  the 
Transactions  of  the  Gaelic  Society  of  Dublin,  pp.  11,  12. 
This  appears  to  be  very  like  the  slang  of  London,  for  as  the 
latter  preserves  several  Saxon  words  and  phrases,  which  have 
become  obsolete  in  the  standard  dialect  of  the  English,  and 
even  in  the  provincial  dialects,  so  the  former  preserves  many 
ancient  Irish  words  which  have  been  obsolete  in  the  spoken 
language  throughout  the  provinces. 

But  passing  over  all  artificial  dialects  of  poets,  and  slangs 
of  artisans,  we  will  find  that  the  common  living  language  of  the 
country,  like  the  provincial  English  in  the  different  shires, 
divides  itself  into  varieties  of  dialects,  merging  into  each  other 
by  almost  imperceptible  degrees  of  approximation,  and  which 
it  would  be  next  to  impossible  minutely  to  describe.  Donlevy 
has  the  following  observation  on  the  dialectic  variations  and 
incorrect  modes  of  writing  Irish  prevalent  in  his  own  time 
(1742):— 

**  Poets f  not  the  Ancient  and  skilful,  who  took  Pains  to 
render  their  Poems  sententious  and  pithy  without  much  Clip- 
ping, but  the  Modem  Makers  of  Doggrel  Rhymes  and  Bal-- 
lads;  to  save  Time  and  Labour,  introduced  the  Custom  of 
clipping  and  joining  Words  together,  in  order  to  fit  them  to 
the  Measure  of  their  Verses :  Others,  who  wrote  in  Prose^ 
have,  either  in  Imitation  of  the  PoetSy  or  through  Ignorance 
and  Want  of  Judgment,  strangely  clipped,  and  spelled,  and 
huddled  them  together,  as  they  are  pronounced ;  let  the 
Pronunciation  be  never  so  irregular  and  defective ;  not  re- 
flecting, that  a  Poetical  Licence,  even  when  justifiable,  is  not 
imitable  in  Prose ;  or  that  Writing,  as  People  speak  or  pro- 
nounce, is  to  maim  the  Language,  to  destroy  the  Etymology, 
and  confound  the  Propriety  and  Orthography :  for,  not  only 
the  several  Provinces  of  Ireland,  have  a  different  Way  of  pro- 
nouncing, but  also  the  very  Counties,  and  even  some  Baronies 
in  one  and  the  same  County,  do  differ  in  the  Pronunciation  : 
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Nay,  some  Cantons  pronounce  so  odly,  that  the  natural 
Sound  of  both  the  Vowels  and  Consonants,  whereof,  even  ac- 
cording to  themselves,  the  Words  consist,  is  utterly  lost  in 
their  Mouths.  There  are  too  many  Instances  of  these  Sup- 
pressions and  Jumblings  :  A  few  will  suflBce  here  to  shew  the 
Abuse  thereof:  rs^n,  pjo,  pme,  pru,  instead  of  ayup  ^an,  ajup 
jup,  ajup  me,  or  ff  me,  ajup  cu  or  if  cu :  And  all  this  Mangling 
and  Confusion  without  so  much  as  an  Apostrophe  ( ' ),  to  let 
the  Reader  see,  that  some  Thing  is  left  out.  Again,  Hlac  a 
narap,  cuio  a  npip,  instead  of  an  Qrap,  an  pip:  The  poor  Par- 
ticle an  is  divided  in  two,  and  one  Half  of  it  is  joined  to  the 
subsequent  Word,  for  no  other  Reason  but  that  in  the  Pro- 
nunciation, the  (n)  comes  fast  and  close  upon  the  following 
Word,  as  it  frequently  happens  in  all  living/  Lanf/noges  ;  yet 
ought  not  to  pervert,  or  alter  the  Orthof/raphy,  or  Order  of 
Speech  in  Writing  :  However,  from  this  Fancy  of  Writing 
es  People  speak,  chiefly  arise  not  only  the  Mangling  and 
Jumbling  of  Words,  but  also  that  puzzling  Diversity  found 
in  the  Writings  even  of  those,  who  know  the  Language  in 
Question,  infinitly  better  than  he,  who  has  the  Assurance  to 
make  these  Remarks.  But,  either  they  have  not  reflected,  or 
rather  were  resolved  to  imitate  their  Neighbours,  who  curtail 
and  confound  the  different  Parts  of  Speech^  with  far  greater 
Liberty  than  the  Irish  do  ;  for  instance :  Til,  you'll,  he'll,  &c. 
cou'dn't,  sha*n't,  won't,  don't,  t'other,  they're,  ne'er,  can't, 
ha'n't,  and  thousands  of  that  Kind;  which,  although  very 
fashionable,  the  judicious  Enyltsk  Writers  look  upon  as  a 
great  Abuse,  introduced  only  since  the  Beginning  of  King 
Charles  the  Second's  Reign  ;  and  endeavour  to  discredit  it 
both  by  Word  and  Example. 

"  It  is  no  Wonder  then,  seeing  the  English  Tongue^  al- 
though in  the  Opinion  of  all,  it  be  otherwise  much  improved, 
is  thus  maimed  and  confounded,  eren  in  Prose^  that  a  Lan- 
guage  of  neither  Court,  nor  City,  nor  Bar,  nor  Business,  ever 
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since  the  Beginning  of  King  James  the  First's  Reign,  should 
have  suffered  vast  Alterations  and  Corruptions ;  and  be  now 
on  the  Brink  of  utter  Decay,  as  it  really  is,  to  the  great  Dis- 
honour and  shame  of  the  Natives^  who  shall  always  pass  every 
where  for  Irish-Men :  Although  Irish-Men  without /rwA  is  an 
incongruity,  and  a  great  Bull.  Besides,  the  Irish  Language  is 
undeniably  a  very  Ancient  Mother-Language^  and  one  of  the 
smoothest  in  Europe^  no  Way  abounding  with  Monosyllables, 
nor  clogged  with  rugged  Consonants,  which  make  a  harsh 
Sound,  that  grates  upon  the  Ear.  And  there  is  still  extant 
a  great  Number  of  old  valuable  Irish  Manuscripts^  both  in 
public  and  private  Hands,  which  would,  if  translated  and  pub- 
lished, give  great  Light  into  the  Antiquities  of  the  Country, 
and  furnish  some  able  Pen  with  Materials  enough,  to  write  a 
compleat  History  of  the  Kingdom :  what  a  Discredit  then 
must  it  be  to  the  whole  Nation^  to  let  such  a  Language  go 
fo  Wrack,  and  to  give  no  Encouragement,  not  even  the 
Necessaries  of  Life,  to  some  of  the  Few,  who  still  remain, 
and  are  capable  to  rescue  those  venerable  Monuments  of 
Antiquity  from  the  profound  Obscurity,  they  are  buried  in  ? 
But,  to  return  to  our  Subject,  so  prevailing  are  Habit  and 
Custom,  that  even  those  who  are  sensible  of  the  Abuse  of 
clipping  and  blending  of  Words,  do  sometimes  insensibly  slip 
into  it*." 

The  grand  difference  between  the  dialects  of  the  present 
living  language,  consists  in  the  position  of  the  accent,  and 
in  the  pronunciation  of  the  grammatical  termination  ao  in 
nouns  and  verbs,  it  being  pronounced  in  Conaught  and 
Ulster  like  oo,  or  úm,  in  all  dissyllables  and  polysyllables, 
but  varied  in  Munster,  being  sometimes  pronounced  like  a, 
short,  sometimes  like  ac,  and  sometimes  like  aj.  The  minor 
differences  consist  in  pronouncing  n  like  p  when  coming  after 

'  Christian  Doctrine,  pp.  504-507,  Paris,  1742. 
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c,  ^  and  m,  in  the  north  and  west.  The  Munster  dialect  is  also 
remarkably  distinguished  by  the  pronunciation  of  j  in  geni- 
tive cases  from  c,  and  by  throwing  the  primary  accent  on  the 
second  or  third  syllable  when  long.  These  peculiarities  are 
pointed  out  in  the  Orthography  and  Prosody  of  the  following 
Grammar  with  sufficient  minuteness. 

The  other  dialects  which  shot  off  from  the  Gaelic  of  Ire- 
land at  an  early  period,  are  the  Erse,  or  Gselic  of  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  and  the  Manx,  or  primitive  language  of 
the  Isle  of  Man. 

OF  THE  ERSE,  OR  GiELIC  OF  SCOTLAND. 

The  Highland  Gaelic  is  essentially  the  same  as  the  Irish, 
having  branched  off  from  it  in  the  sixth  century  ;  but  there 
are  peculiarities  which  strongly  distinguish  it,  though  the 
spoken  Irish  of  the  north-east  of  Ulster  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  it  in  pronunciation  and  grammatical  inflections*. 
The  principal  peculiarities  of  the  Erse  are  the  following  : 

I.  In  i?te  Terminations  of  IFords. 

1.  The  frequent  ending  of  the  nominative  plural  in  an^ 
as  slataUy  rods  ;  mnathan^  women  ;   muUaichean^  summits  ;  , 
clarsaicheauy  harps ;  laithean^  days.     This  is  not  unlike  the 
old  Saxon  plural  termination  in  en,  still  retained  in  a  few 
English  words,  as  eyen^  shoen,  oxeUy  women^. 

2.  In  writing  the  personal  terminations  aipe,  oip,  and  aió, 
or  lóe,  always  air,  and  aiche^  or  ichCi  as  sealgair^  a  huntsman, 
for  pealjaipe;  dorsair^  a  doorkeeper,  for  the  Irish  oóppóip, 
or  DÓippeóip  ;  coisiche^  a  footman,  for  coipióe^. 

3.  In  writing  the  termination  ujaó  of  progressive  active 
nouns,  always  achadh^  as  smuaineachadh,  for  pTnuainiu^aó ; 
gradhachadhy  for  jpaóujaó. 

"  See  Stewart's  Gaelic  Grammar,  2 ad  edit.,  pp.  54-57. 
*  Id.,  p.  46. 
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4.  In  writing  the  passive  participle  te  hard,  without  vary- 
ing it  to  ca,  ra,  re,  re,  as  the  Irish  do.  See  this  discussed 
more  fully  at  pp.  205,  206. 

5.  In  writing  the  diminutive  termination  o^,  always  ag^ 
as  cuachag^  a  little  cup,  for  cuacó^.  This  termination  is  also 
observable  in  the  living  language,  and  in  the  names  of  places 
in  the  north-east  of  Ulster. 

II.  In  the  Beginning  of  Words, 

1.  The  genitive  plural  does  not  suffer  eclipsis,  as  in  Irish, 
for  the  Scotch  Highlanders  say  nan  coSy  of  the  feet ;  7ian 
ceannj  of  the  heads  ;  for  the  Irish,  na  j-cof,  na  j-ceann.  But 
nam  is  used  before  a  labial,  as  na7n  bard^  of  the  bards ;  nam 

fear^  of  the  men^. 

2.  The  possessive  pronouns  ar,  our,  hhur^  your,  do  not 
cause  eclipsis,  for  they  write  ar  buaclmilU  our  boy ;  ar  Dia^ 
our  God ;  bhur  cosay  of  your  feet ;  for  the  Irish,  ap  m-buach- 
aill,  ap  n-Dia,  bap  j-copa.  It  should  be  remarked,  however, 
that  the  eclipsing  letters  are  often  not  used  in  the  most  ancient 
Irish  manuscripts. 

The  other  peculiarities  are  less  general,  and  consist  in  the 
inflection  of  the  verbs,  with  a  greater  use  of  the  auxiliary 
verb  ca,  and  in  the  total  absence  of  the  p  in  the  future  tense 
of  the  indicative  mood,  and  in  the  subjunctive  mood  ;  also  in 
the  constant  use  of  the  negative  ca,  for  the  modern  Irish  ni, 
and  the  ancient  noca,  and  in  the  strange  orthography  of  some 
words,  as  chaidhj  for  cuaió,  anciently  coió,  he  went ;  thuirty 
for  DuBoipc,  he  said ;  ghios,  for  b*  piop,  to  know,  see,  or  visit ; 
sometimes  written  Dup  in  Irish  manuscripts ;  seanny  for  pean, 
old. 

OF  THE  MANX  DIALECT. 

The  Manx  is  much  further  removed  from  the  Irish ;  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  Isle  of  Man  had  inhabitants  from  Ire- 

*  See  Stewart's  Gslic  Grammar,  2nd  edit.,  p.  155. 
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land  long  before  the  emigration  of  the  Scots  from  Ireland  to 
the  coast  of  Argyle.  Its  words  are  principally  obscured  by 
being  written  as  they  are  pronounced,  without  preserving  the 
radical  letters,  as  in  the  Irish.  It  also  exhibits  extraordinary 
corruptions,  and  approximations  to  the  Welsh,  of  which  the 
following  are  the  most  remarkable  : 

1.  The  nominative  plural  ends  in  w,  as  in  the  Erse  and 
Welsh. 

2.  A  final  vowel  is  lost,  as  "  O  Hiarn,"  for  O  Chijeapna, 
O  Lord  I  dooysy  for  Dam-pa,  to  me,  &c. 

3.  Í  is  added  to  progressive  active  nouns  derived  from 
verbs,  as  choyrt,  for  cup,  putting.  [This  final  t  is  also  used 
in  some  words  in  Irish,  as  peicpinc,  for  peicpn. —  See  p.  200.] 

4.  d  is  often  put  for  5,  as  di/  bragk^  for  50  bpár. 

5.  Ms  often  written  for  c  or  5,  as  tustey^  for  cuijpe,  the 
understanding ;  festor^  for  pepcop,  the  evening,  &c. 

6.  The  final  a,  or  e,  of  the  passive  participle  is  always 
dropped,  as  soillsit^Jbluit,  for  poiUpi^re,  poluijre,  illumined, 
concealed. 

There  are  also  many  peculiarities  of  idiom,  too  numerous 
to  be  even  glanced  at  here ;  and  some  particles  of  constant 
occurrence  are  so  strangely,  though  analogically  different 
from  the  Irish,  that  an  Irish  scholar  would  find  it  diflScult  to 
understand  a  Manx  book,  without  studying  the  language  as 
a  distinct  dialect*. 

OF  THE  WELSH. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  make  a  few  observa- 
tions upon  the  analogies  between  the  Cymric  or  Welsh  and 
Scotic  or  Gaelic  dialects,  they  being  considered  by  some  as 

*  The  reader  is  referred  to  ob-  specimens  of  this   dialect   from 

servations   on    this    subject   hy  the    Manx    Book    of    Common 

Richard    Mac   EUigott,    in   the  Prayer,  London,  1767,  with  sug- 

Transactions   of  the  Giclic  So-  gestions  for  restoring  the  pure 

ciety  of  Dublin,  where  he  gives  original  orthography. 
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cognate,  and  by  others,  as  belonging  to  a  totally  different 
^Einiily  of  language.  That  they  are  very  remotely  related  is 
quite  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the  Gaelic  dialects  of  Ireland 
and  Scotland,  which  separated  from  each  other  about  the  year 
of  Christ  504,  may  be  said  to  be  still  the  same  language : 
but  that  the  Irish  and  Welsh  were,  at  a  still  more  remote 
period,  the  same  language,  will  appear  to  any  sober-minded 
philologer,  on  comparing  the  great  number  of  words  which 
are  identical,  or  different  only  in  analogical  dialectic  pecu- 
liarities in  both  languages,  the  almost  perfect  agreement  of 
their  mode  of  forming  grammatical  inflections,  and  even  of 
their  idioms,  which  are  considered  the  soul  of  language.  The 
number  of  words,  not  derived  from  the  Latin,  or  Danes,  in 
which  they  agree,  having  been  already  sufficiently  shewn  by 
Lhwyd  and  others,  it  will,  therefore,  be  enough  to  point  out 
here  how  far  they  agree  in  grammatical  inflections  ;  for  when 
this  agreement  is  duly  considered,  it  will,  no  doubt,  impress 
the  conviction,  that  nothing  but  relationship  of  people,  and 
identity  of  dialect,  could  have  caused  it,  be  the  period  of  sepa- 
ration ever  so  remote. 

To  a  casual  observer,  the  difference  between  the  gram- 
matical inflections  of  both  languages  will  appear  to  be  very 
great,  because  the  Welsh  have  adopted  more  of  the  letters  of 
the  Roman  alphabet,  by  means  of  which,  and  of  certain  other 
combinations  of  their  own  invention,  they  write  their  words, 
throughout  all  the  grammatical  inflections,  exactly  as  they 
are  pronounced,  without  any  regard  to  the  preservation  of  the 
radical  letters  of  the  word  ;  whereas  the  Irish,  who  have  not 
adopted  all  the  Roman  letters,  always  write  their  words  with 
the  initial  letters  of  the  roots,  and  give  notice  of  the  gram- 
matical influences,  either  by  prefixing  an  adventitious  conso- 
nant, or  placing  a  mark  of  aspiration  over  or  after  the  radical 
consonants.  To  make  this  intelligible,  let  us  take  a  word 
common  to  both  languages,  and  place  it  under  a  grammatical 
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influence,  in  which  both  agree  :  thus,  bean,  a  woman  ;  Welsh, 
benyn.  Now  if  we  place  the  possessive  pronoun  do,  thy, 
Welsh,  dy^  before  this  word,  the  radical  letter  b  suffers  what 
the  Irish  call  aspiration,  and  they  write  do  bean.  But  the 
Welsh,  who  do  not  observe  the  same  orthography,  although 
the  change  of  pronunciation  is  nearly  the  same,  write  dy  venyn. 
In  this  particular  both  languages,  considered  orally^  are  the 
same,  the  difference  existing  merely  in  the  system  of  writing. 
This  being  understood,  let  us  next  ascertain  how  far  the 
initial  changes  by  aspiration  and  eclipsis  actually  agree  in 
both  languages. 

In  JVelshy  the  initial  consonants  of  feminine  nouns  are 
aspirated  (or,  as  the  Welsh  grammarians  term  it,  become  light) 
after  the  articles. 

In  Irish,  feminine  nouns  are  always  aspirated  in  the  nomi- 
native singular  after  the  article,  as  an  bean,  the  woman  ; 
pronounced  an  ven,  or  in  van. 

In  Welsh,  after  the  possessive  pronouns  dy,  thy,  ei,  his, 
aspiration  takes  place,  as  dy  venyn,  thy  wife ;  ei  venyn,  his 
wife.  In  Irish,  aspiration  takes  place  after  mo,  my  ;  do,  thy  ; 
and  a,  his ;  as  mo  he^an^  my  wife  (pronounced  mo  ven)  ;  do 
bean,  thy  wife  ;  a  bean,  his  wife.  It  should  be  also  re- 
marked, as  a  striking  point  of  agreement,  that  ei,  in  Welsh, 
and  a,  in  Irish,  mean  his,  or  her*s ;  and  that  when  used  to 
denote  her's,  they  do  not  cause  aspiration  in  either  lan- 
guage: as,  Welsh,  ei  benyn,  her  woman;  Irish,  a  bean. 
This  point  of  agreement  is  so  remarkable,  that  nothing  but 
actual  relationship  of  people  and  dialect  could  have  originated 
ity. 

In  Welsh,  the  initial  consonants  of  adjectives  are  aspirated, 
or  (as  their  grammarians  phrase  it)  become  light,  when  their 
substantives  are  feminine,  as  benyn  vaur,  a  big  woman.     In 

^  SeeSj/ntax,  Rule  xxv.  p.  374. 
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Irish  the  same  takes  place  in  the  nominative  singular,  as 
bean  mop  ;  pronounced  ben  vore. 

In  JVelshy  certain  prefixed  particles  cause  aspiration,  as 
rhy  vyqan^  very  little ;  ni  ^arav,  I  do  not  love.  In  Irish  the 
same  prevails  as  a  general  principle  of  the  language,  as 
po  Beaj,  very  little  (ro  veg)  ;  ni  capaim,  I  do  not  love  {ni  qa- 
rainCf. 

In  Welsh,  initial  consonants  are  aspirated  (made  light) 
after  all  prepositions,  except  two.  In  Irish,  many  of  the 
principal  prepositions  cause  aspiration\ 

The  system  of  eclipsis  and  aspiration  somewhat  diifers,  the 
Welsh  having  more  forms ;  however,  the  agreement  is  so 
close,  that  nothing  but  original  relationship  could  have  caused 
it.    The  following  table  will  shew  this  agreement. 

h  becomes  m  in  Irish  and  Welsh  by  eclipsis,  and  v  by  aspi- 
ration. 

c       „         ^r   in  Irish,  and  g  and  ngh  in  Welsh,  by  eclipsis, 

and  ch  by  aspiration,  in  both  languages. 

d  „  n  in  Irish  and  Welsh  by  eclipsis,  and  by  aspira- 
tion Ó  or  y  in  Irish,  and  dh  (pronounced  like 
the  Saxon  ]?)  in  Welsh. 

y       ,,         t?    in  Irish  by  eclipsis,  but  wanting  in  Welsh. 

g  „  w^  in  Irish  and  Welsh,  by  eclipsis,  and  y  by  aspi- 
ration in  Irish  ;  but  the  true  aspirate  is 
wanting  in  Welsh. 

p       „         6    in  Irish,  and  h  and  mh  in  Welsh  by  eclipsis, 

and  pA  by  aspiration  in  both  languages. 

t        „         c/   in  Irish,  and  d  and  nh  in  Welsh,  by  eclipsis, 

and  th  in  Welsh,  and  h  in  Irish,  by  aspiration. 

Í        „         Í    in  Irish,  by  eclipsis,  and  A  by  aspiration  ;  but 

both  are  wanting  in  the  Welsh^. 

'  See  Composition^  p.  336,  and  *•    See    Prichard's    "  Eastern 

SyiUaXy  Rule  xxxix.  p.  388.  Origin  of  the  Celtic  Nations," 

*  See  Syntax^  Rule  xliv.  page  pp.  30,  31. 
392. 
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Let  us  next  see  the  analogy  between  the  two  languages 
in  terminational  inflections.  In  these  we  find  an  equally  close 
agreement,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  instances. 

1.  The  formation  of  the  plural  by  attenuation,  as  Welsh, 
bard^  a  poet  ;  plural,  beird :  Irish,  bápo  ;  plural,  baipo. 
Welsh,  brá7ij  a  crow  ;  plural,  brain  :  Irish,  bpan  ;  plural, 
bpain.    Welsh,  gur^  a  man;  plura],  gay  r  :  Irish,  pta\\;  plural, 

fip. 

2.  The  formation  of  the  plural  by  adding  a  vowel,  as 
Welsh,  penau  ;   Irish,  cinou,  heads^ 

3.  The  ordinals  are  formed  in  Welsh  by  the  addition  of 
vedj  as  saipy  seven  ;  seipved,  seventh.  The  ordinals  in  Irish 
are  expressed  by  riiaó,  vadh,  as  peace,  seven  ;  peaccrhaó, 
seventh,  pronounced  sechtvadh. 

4.  The  terminations  n  and  g  are  diminutive  in  Welsh,  as 
di/nyn,  a  manikin  ;  oenig,  a  lambkin.  They  have  the  same 
import  in  Irish,  as  ouinín,  a  little  man  ;  uameoj  (more  usually 
uainin),  a  lambkin  ;  cuileój,  a  little  fly. 

5.  As  expressive  of  an  agent,  the  termination  r  is  common 
to  both  languages,  as,  Welsh,  morúr^  a  seaman  ;  Irish  (muip- 
peap,  seaman),  muilneoip,  a  miller. 

6.  The  termination  og  in  Welsh  adjectives  is  generally  c 
in  Irish,  as  Dutv  trugarog,  a  merciful  God ;  Irish,  t)ia  qio- 
caipeac. 

7.  The  termination  vaur  is  used  in  Welsh  adjectives  to 
denote  abounding,  and  map,  in  Irish,  as  guerpvaúr^  costly  ; 
Irish,  Uonmap,  abounding  ;  pionmap,  abounding  in  wine. 

8.  The  present  participle  in  Welsh  ends  in  d  ;  in  Irish,  the 
progressive  active  noun, which  stands  for  the  present  participle, 
generally  ends  in  ó. 

9.  In  what  the  Welsh  grammarians  call  the  first  form  of 
the  verb,  the  third  person  singular  is  merely  the  verbal  root, 

^'  See  Chap.  II.  p.  K\. 
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as  carav^  ceri^  cár^  from  caru^  to  love.  In  Irish,  the  form  of 
the  verb  in  the  past  tense  for  the  third  person  singular  is  the 
simple  root  of  the  verb. 

10.  In  Welsh,  the  third  person  plural  ends  in  ant^  efit, 
yntn  In  Irish,  in  am,  10,  aoap.  In  this  particular  the  Welsh 
is  more  like  the  Latin. 

11.  In  Welsh,  the  first  person  of  the  preter  tense  ends  in 
w,  or  ais.  In  Irish,  in  op  (anciently  aip),  as  in  the  following 
example  of  caru^  to  love. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

WELSH.  IBI8H.  WELSH.  IBI8H. 

1.  ceraiSy      capap.  1.  carasom,     cappom,  or  capamap. 

2.  ceraisty     capaip.  2.  carasochy     óap  pib,  or  capabap. 

3.  carodhy    cap,  3.  carasanty     cappac,  or  capabap. 

12.  The  passive  voice  is  expressed  in  both  languages  by 
endings  almost  identical ;  thus  : 

WELSH.    IRISH. 

carievy  caprap,  amatur, 

caridy    capaó,    amabatur» 

cariry    cappap,  or  cappaióep,  amabitur. 

The  Welsh  has  a  greater  variety  of  distinct  terminations  to 
express  the  persons  than  the  Irish,  but  the  Irish  is  far  more 
distinct  in  the  future  tense,  and  in  having  a  present  and  con- 
suetudinal  tense  in  the  active  voice,  which  the  Welsh  wants 
altogether. 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Dr.  Prichard's  valuable  work, 
entitled  **  Eastern  Origin  of  the  Celtic  Nations,"  for  the 
theory  of  the  personal  terminations  of  verbs,  where  he  shews 
that  the  personal  endings  of  the  verbs  in  the  Welsh  language 
are  abbreviated  forms  of  the  personal  pronouns. 

Whether  this  agreement  of  the  two  languages  is  owing  to 
identity  of  race,  or  to  an  amalgamation  of  both  nations  in  the 
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third  and  fourth  centuries,  is  a  question  not  easily  detei mined; 
but  the  probability  is,  that  it  is  attributable  to  both.  We  are 
informed  by  Cormac  Mac  Cullenan,  Bishop  of  Cashel,  and 
King  of  Munster,  in  the  ninth  century,  that  Crimhthann 
Mor  Mac  Fidhaigh,  Monarch  of  Ireland  (of  the  Munster  or 
Heberian  line),  subdued  the  Britons,  and  established  Irish 
colonies,  and  erected  royal  forts,  at  Glastonbury  and  in  Corn- 
wall, and  throughout  the  country  ;  and  that  the  Irish  retained 
this  power  for  a  long  time  after  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick. 
It  is  not  impossible,  therefore,  that  it  was  at  this  period 
the  Irish  built  the  forts  which  the  Welsh  call  Ceitir  Guideloá^ 
or  forts  of  the  Gaels,  or  Irish.  Mr.  Lhuyd  says  :  "  There 
are  none  of  the  Irish  themselves,  that  I  know  of,  amongst 
all  the  writings  they  have  published  about  the  origin  and 
history  of  their  nation,  that  maintained  they  were  possessed 
of  England  and  Wales;  and  yet  whoever  takes  notice  of  a 
great  many  of  the  names  of  rivers  and  mountains  throughout 
the  kingdom,  will  find  no  reason  to  doubt  but  the  Irish  must 
have  been  the  inhabitants,  when  those  names  were  imposed 
upon  them^." 

It  is  not  true,  however,  that  no  Irish  writers  attribute 
to  their  ancestors  the  conquest  of  Britain,  though  I  believe 
the  notice  of  it  had  not  been  published  in  Lhwyd's  time. 
It  is  stated  as  follows  in  Cormac's  Glossary,  voce  Moyh 
Eime : — 

"  At  the  time  that  the  sway  of  the  Gaels  was  great  over 
the  Britons,  they  divided  Albion*^  between  them  in  holdings, 
and  each  knew  the  habitation  of  his  friends ;  and  the  Gaels 
did  not  carry  on  less  agriculture  on  the  east  side  of  the  sea 
than  at  home  in   Scotica  [Scotia],  and  they  erected  habita- 


^  Sec  Archivologia  Br,,  p.  7.  Great  Britain SeeUsshcr,  Pri- 

«  Albion, — This  was  originally      rnordia,  and  the  Irish  translation 
the   name   of  all   the   island  of     of  Nennius, 
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tions  and  regal  forts  there;  inde  dicitur  Dinn  Tradui,  i.  e. 
the  triple-fossed  fort  of  Crimthann  Mor  Mac  Fidhaigh,  King 
of  Erin,  Alba,  and  as  far  as  the  Iccian  sea ;  et  inde  est  Glas- 
timber  na  n-Gaedhal  [Glastonbury  of  the  Gaels],  a  large 
church  which  is  on  the  brink  of  the  Iccian  sea,  &c.  And 
it  was  at  the  time  of  this  division  also,  that  Dinn  Map  Le- 
tbain,  in  British  Cornwall,  received  its  name,  i.  e.  Dun  mic 
Leathain,  for  Map  in  the  British  is  the  same  as  mac.  And 
they  continued  in  this  power  for  a  long  time  after  the  arrival 
of  St.  Patrick.  It  was  at  this  time  Coirpre  Muse  was  dwell- 
ing in  the  east  [of  the  Channel],  with  his  family  and  friends, 

&C.'" 

J.  O'D. 


It  is  right  to  say  a  few  words  here  respecting  certain 
manuscript  authorities  frequently  referred  to,  for  examples  of 
grammatical  forms  and  inflexions,  in  the  following  work. 

1.  The  copy  of  Keating's  History  of  Ireland,  of  which 
very  great  use  has  been  made,  and  which  is  always  quoted  by 
its  pages,  is  a  manuscript  in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College, 
Dublin  (H.  5.  26).  It  was  purchased  in  London,  for  the 
College,  a  few  years  ago,  by  Dr.  Todd,  and  proves  to  be  the 
most  accurate  and  valuable  copy  of  Keating*s  work  which  is 
known  to  the  Author.  It  is  in  the  handwriting  of  John,  son 
of  Torna  O'Mulconry,  of  the  Ardchoill  family,  in  the  county 
of  Clare,  a  most  excellent  Irish  scholar,  and  a  contemporary 
of  Keating. 

2.  The  medical  manuscript,  by  John  O'Callannan,  who 
was  Mac  Carthy  Reagh's  physician,  sometimes  quoted  in  the 
following  pages,  was  the  property  of  the  Author,  but  is  now  by 

'  For  the  original  of  this  pas-      logical  Society,  note  G,  pp.  339, 
sage,  see  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,      340. 
published  by  the  Irish  Archa?o- 
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him  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College  (H.  5.  27). 
It  is  a  mere  fragment,  chiefly  valuable  for  the  age  of  its  au- 
thor, who  translated  it  from  Latin  into  Irish,  at  Kilbritton, 
in  the  year  1414,  when  Donnell  Reagh  Mae  Carthy  Cair- 
breach  was  on  his  death-bed. 

3.  The  Irish  manuscript  transcribed  in  Ulster,  in  1679, 
quoted  as  authority  for  the  Ulster  dialect  of  that  period,  and 
the  extracts  from  the  Book  of  Fermoy,  the  original  of  which 
is  not  now  in  Dublin»,  were  also  the  property  of  the  Author, 
and  are  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Trinity  College  (H.  5. 28). 
The  latter  of  these  manuscripts  is  in  the  handwriting  of  old 
Mr.  Casey,  formerly  of  Myler's  Alley,  Dublin,  and  was  pur- 
chased for  the  Author  by  his  friend,  Myles  John  O'Reilly, 
Esq.,  of  the  Heath  House,  in  the  Queen's  County,  at  the  sale 
of  the  manuscripts  of  the  late  Edward  O'Reilly,  author  of  the 
Irish  Dictionary.  An  account  of  the  transcriber,  Mr.  Casey, 
will  be  found  in  Whitelaw  and  Walsh's  History  of  Dublin. 

s  The  Book  of  Fermoy  was  in  the  Author  into  whose  hands  it 

the  possession  of  the  Chevalier  has  fallen,  or  whether  it  is  still 

O'Gorman,   at  the  close  of  the  in  existence, 
last  century  ;  it  is  not  known  to 
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CHAPTER  I. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  LETTERS. 

The  modern  Irish  Alphabet  consists  of  eighteen  letters, 
arranged  in  the  same  order  as  their  corresponding  letters 
in  the  Roman  Alphabet.  They  are  as  follows :  a,  b, 
c,  t),  c,  p,  5,  h,  1,  I,  m,  n,  o,  p,  p,  p,  c,  u.  The  va- 
rious forms  of  these  characters,  as  found  in  manuscripts 
of  different  ages,  have  been  already  shewn  in  the  Intro- 
ductory Remarks. 

Of  these  letters  a,  e,  i,  o,  u  are  vowels,  the  rest  are 
consonants. 

The  vowels  are  divided  into  broad  and  small.  The 
broad  vowels  are  a,  o,  u ;  the  small  e,  i. 

The  consonants  are  either  mutes  or  liquids.  The 
mutes  are  b,  c,  D,  p,  5,  m,  p,  c ;  the  liquids  I,  n,  p,  p. 

B 
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They  are  also  divided  into  labials,  palatals,  and  Unguals, 
from  the  organs  of  speech  by  which  they  are  chiefly 
pronounced.  The  labials  are  b,  f>  1^5  P  5  ^^  palatals, 
c,  5,  and  the  Unguals  t>,  I,  n,  p,  y»,  r.  The  letter  h  is 
not  included  in  any  of  these  divisions. 

Philosophical  writers  on  comparative  Etymology  have  divided 
the  consonants  of  the  Celtic  dialects  generally  into  surds  and  so- 
nants, and  subdivided  them  into  gutturals,  palatines,  linguals, 
dentals,  labials,  semivowels,  and  sibilants  ;  but  although  these  dis- 
tinctions have  been  found  useful  in  comparative  Etymology,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  introduce  them  into  a  practical  grammar.  For  a 
curious  classification  of  the  consonants  of  the  Celtic  dialects  see 
Prichard^s  Eastern  Origin  of  tlie  Celtic  .\aiiow5,  p.  129. 

The  author  several  years  since  made  a  classification  of  the  Irish 
consonants,  according  to  Dr.  Darwin's  system  of  articulate  sounds, 
as  explained  in  his  work  called  the  Temple  ofJ^^ature^  and  drew  up 
orthographical  rules  according  to  such  a  classification,  but  he  has 
since  been  induced  to  reject  these  rules,  in  consequence  of  the  no- 
velty of  the  terms,  and  to  adopt  the  divisions  which  are  in  com- 
mon use.  According  to  Dr.  Darwin's  system  the  Irish  consonants 
would  be  divided  thus :  c,  p,  c  are  mutes,  properly  so  called,  as 
being  perceptible  stops  of  the  vocal  sound ;  b,  o,  5,  orisonants, 
because  they  are  preceded  by  a  slight  vocal  sound  formed  in  the 
mouth  ;  m,  n,  narisonant  semivowels  ;  p,  p,  h,  sibilants ;  and  I,  p, 
orisonant  liquids.  The  aspirated  consonants  would  be  thus  clas- 
sified :  B,  D,  5,  sonisibilants ;  c,  p,  p,  r,  simple  sibilants  ;  and  rii 
a  vorisonant  semivowel. 

Although  this  classification  has  not  been  adopted  by  any  of  the 
subsequent  writers  on  the  philosophy  of  articulate  sounds,  it  is  de- 
cidedly the  most  correct. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  in  ancient  Irish  MSS.  conso- 
nants of  the  same  organ,  particularly  b  and  p,  c  and  5,  d  and  c,  are 
very  frequently  substituted  for  each  other,  and  that  where  the  an- 
cients usually  wrote  p,  c,  c,  the  moderns  write  b,  5,  o. 

D  for  c,  as  Dap  for  cap,  over,  across. 
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c  for  D,  as  coclao  for  coolao,  sleep»  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl. 
(H.3. 18.),  p.42;  éxxxcíox  eaxiac^  Cormac' 8  Gloss. ^  voce  o\\c  cpeich. 

b  for  F,  as  beoil  for  peoil,  flesh,  Cor,  Gloss. ^  voce  moj  éime. 

c  for  ^,  as  cac,  every,  for  jac;  cloiceno  for  cloijeann,  the 
skull.  Cor.  Gloss. y  voce  TTloj  éime. 

b  for  lii,  as  noib  for  naoiih,  saints,  Ihid.y  voce  Noip;  abáin  for 
aiiiám,  alone ;  ap  na  bapac  for  cl\\  na  rhapac,  on  the  morrow,  Vit, 
Moling. 

vt\  for  B,  as  a  lenm,  her  child,  for  a  leanB,  Vit.  Moling. 

p  for  b,  as  mappacc  cac  a  céile,  for  mapbaio  cac  a  céile,  F'ii. 
Moling  ;  DÓip  for  ooiB,  to  them,  annals  of  Ulster. 

p  for  b,  as  Qlpu  for  Qlba,  Scotland,  Cor.  Gloss,  (in  v.  Coipe 
bpecam] ;  Coipppi  for  Caipbpe,  a  man's  name,  Ihid.  (in  v.  V(\o% 
eime) ;  cappac  for  capbao,  a  chariot.  Ibid,  (in  v.  Ope  ?:peich). 

Nine  of  these  consonants,  namely,  b,  c,  o,  p,  5,  m, 
p,  p,  c,  are  called  aspirates^  because  in  certain  situations 
their  primary  or  natural  sounds  are  changed  into  aspi- 
rated sounds,  as  b,  into  b,  i.  e.  the  sound  b  into  the 
sound  Vj  &c.,  as  will  be  presently  shewn. 

Every  consonant,  whether  in  its  primary  or  aspirated 
state,  has  a  broad  or  a  slender  sound,  according  to  the  / 
nature  of  the  vowel  which  it  precedes  or  follows.  When 
it  precedes  or  follows  a  broad  vowel  it  has  always  a 
certain  fixed  broad  sound,  and  when  it  precedes  or  fol- 
lows a  slender  vowel  it  has  a  fixed  small  or  slender 
sound,  which  will  presently  be  described.  This  influ- 
ence of  the  vowels  over  the  consonants,  which  exists  to 
some  extent  in  every  language,  has  given  rise  to  a 
general  rule  or  canon  of  orthography  which  distinguishes 
the  Irish  from  all  the  European  languages,  namely,  *^ 
that  every  consonant,  or  combination  of  consonants, 
must  always  stand  between  two  broad  vowels  or  two 
slender  vowels,  as  bpipim,  I  break;  molaio,  they  praise; 
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coppopóa,  corporeal ;  not  bpipaiD,  molio,  coppepoa, 
or  bpiopiD,  TTioleo,  coppopbe. 

O'Molloy,  in  his  Grammatica  Latino-Hibernica^  published  at 
Rome  in  1677,  explains  this  great  canon  of  Irish  orthography  as 
follows,  pp.  50,  51  :  **  Rursus  obserua  in  voculis  polisyllahis 
quibuscumque  saltern  ordinarie  seruari  debere  regulam  Hibernis 
tritam  turn  in  scriptura,  turn  in  sono,  quae  dicitur  caol  le  caol, 
leachan  le  learhan,  latine  siibiiUs  cum  subtilt,  et  larga  cum  larga. 
Hoc  est  dicere,  si  posterioris  syllabae  prima  vocalis  fuerit  subtilis, 
similiter  prioris  seu  antecedentis  syllaboe  ultima  vocalis  debebit  esse 
subtilis ;  pariforraiter  si  larga,  larga ;  alias  vitium  erit  turn  in  enun- 
ciatione,  tum  in  orthographia :  non  tamen  requiritur  quod  utraque 
vocalis  semper ;  sit  eiusdem  speciei,  vel  numeri,  tametsi  multoties 
contingat  quod  sint,  sed  sufficit  quod  ambae  sint  largae,  vel  ambae 
subtiles.  Dixi  ordinarie,  nam  exceptio  datur  de  quibusdam  pau- 
cissirais,  vt  ma,  map,  &c.,  latine,  quam  in  quo,  &c." 

Professor  Latham,  in  his  chapter  on  Euphony,  and  the  pennuta- 
tion  and  the  transition  of  letters,  notices  this  rule  as  a  remarkable 
one  in  the  Irish.  His  words  are :  *'  The  Irish  Gaelic,  above  most 
other  languages,  illustrates  a  Euphonic  principle  that  modifies  the 
Vowels  of  a  word.  The  Vowels  a,  o,  tt,  as  seen  in  §  71,  are  Full, 
whilst  iy  e,  y  are  Small.  Now,  if  to  a  syllable  containing  a  Small 
Vowel,  as  hrml^  there  be  added  a  syllable  containing  a  Broad  one, 
as  am^  a  change  takes  place.  Either  the  first  syllable  is  accom- 
modated to  the  second,  or  the  second  to  the  first;  so  that  the 
Vowels  respectively  contained  in  them  are  either  both  Full  or  both 
Small.  Hence  arises,  in  respect  to  the  word  quoted,  either  the  form 
hwdihyrij  or  else  the  form  bwihm.'''' — The  English  Language^ 
p.  122. 

This  rule,  which  has  been  so  scrupulously  adhered  to  by  modem 
Irish  writers,  has  been  condemned  as  cumbrous  by  Vallancey,  Stew- 
art, Haliday,  Mac  Elligott,  and  others,  and  it  is  certain  that  it  is 
not  always  strictly  adhered  to  in  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts ; 
but  the  principle  on  which  it  is  founded  is  observable  in  the  oldest 
fragments  of  Irish  composition  remaining  to  us,  as  will  appear  from 
the  specimens  given  in  the  Appendix  to  this  work. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF   THE   VOWELS. 


Section  1. —  Of  the  Sounds  of  the  Simple  Vowels, 

All  the  vowels  are  sometimes  long,  and  sometimes 
short  or  obscure.  In  the  southern  half  of  Ireland  they 
have  medial  or  diphthongal  sounds  between  long  and 
short,  which  have  not  been  hitherto  noticed,  or  at  least, 
not  sufficiently  explained  by  Irish  grammarians.  These 
diphthongal  sounds,  not  being  strictly  analogical,  shall 
not  be  introduced  into  the  text  of  this  Grammar,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  of  them, 
lest  they  should  perplex  the  learner  ;  but  they  shall  be 
carefully  described  in  the  notes,  in  order  to  preserve  the 
Munster  pronunciation  of  the  language. 

A  long  vowel  is  generally  marked  by  an  acute  ac- 
cent, thus  :  bap,  death  ;  min,  smooth.  In  the  absence 
of  this  accent,  it  is  understood  that  the  vowel  is  short, 
as  bap,  the  palm  of  the  hand  ;  mm,  meal. 

In  words  of  two  or  more  syllables  the  accent  is  ge- 
nerally on  the  first  syllable,  or  root  of  the  word,  whether 
it  be  long  or  short,  as  planuijre,  saved;  coppojióa, 
corporeal. — See  the  Prosody,  Chap.  I.,  Sect.  1. 

There  are  no  quiescent  final  vowels  in  this  language, 
as  in  the  English  or  French  ;  for  although  the  final  e  in 
the  words  buioe,  yellow,  c]ioi6e,  a  heart,    and   such 
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like,  as  pronounced  at  present,  is  nearly  quiescent,  and 
looks  as  if  it  were  merely  intended,  like  the  final  e  in 
English,  to  render  the  preceding  vowel  long,  still  we 
know  from  the  oldest  specimens  of  Irish  poetry  re- 
maining, that  the  final  e  in  such  words  was  distinctly 
uttered  and  accounted  a  syllable. 

The  obscure  sounds  of  the  vowels  prevail  after  the 
accented  syllables,  or  when  they  are  final  in  poUysyl- 
lables,  as  mópóa,  majestic ;  n^eapna,  a  lord. 

In  this  situation  the  vowels  have  so  transient  and  indistinct  a 
pronunciation  that  it  is  difficult  to  disting;uÍ8h  one  hroad  or  slender 
vowel  from  another,  and  hence  in  ancient  manuscripts  we  find 
vowels  substituted  for  each  other  cid  libitum^  as  plánui^e,  saved, 
is  written  plánaijjre,  plánoi5re,  and  plánuijri ;  where  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  long  accented  á  cannot  be  changed,  but  the  ob- 
scure vowels  are  changed  ad  libitum^  because  the  ear  could  not 
possibly  distinguish  the  sound  of  one  from  that  of  the  other. 
Walker,  in  his  observations  on  the  irregular  and  unaccented  sounds 
of  the  English  vowels,  has  a  remark  somewhat  similar  to  this. 
''  If,"  he  says,  **  the  accent  be  kept  strongly  on  the  first  syllable  of 
the  word  tolerable^  as  it  always  ought  to  be,  we  find  scarcely  any 
distinguishable  difference  to  the  ear,  if  we  substitute  uor  o  instead 
of  a,  in  the  penultimate  syllable ;  thus,  tolerable^  toleroble^  and 
toleruhley  are  exactly  the  same  word  to  the  ear,  if  pronounced 
without  premeditation  or  transposing  the  accent  for  the  real  purpose 
of  distinction,"  &c. 

However,  in  writing  flánui^re,  and  such  other  words  as  present 
many  indistinct  vowels,  a  fixed  orthography  should  be  preserved, 
and  the  form  of  the  word  to  be  adopted  should  be  decided  upon  by 
observing  the  root  and  proper  grammatical  inflections  or  branches 
springing  from  it ;  thus,  from  the  root  plan,  safe,  is  formed  plon- 
á2;aó,  salvation,  and  the  u  in  this  form  should  be  retained  in  the 
passive  participle  planui^re,  and  in  all  other  derivatives  springing 
from  it,  as  flánuijjceoip,  a  saviour ;  flánuijreac,  sanative. 
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Such  as  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  the  ancient  MSS. 
should  be  informed  that  u  before  p  may  be  written  aup,  ep,  or  ip, 
as  upnaijre,  prayers,  which  may  be  written  aupnaijre,  epnaisre, 
or  ipnijre ;  upoam,  a  i^íifelí^,  aupoam,  epoam,  ipoam. — See  the 
remarks  on  the  diphthong  au. 

According  to  a  principle  of  the  language  no  number  ^ 
of  vowels  meeting  in  a  word  forms  more  than  one  syl- 
lable ;  and  therefore  when  many  vowels  come  together 
an  adventitious  ó  or  5  is  often  thrown  in  between 
them  to  make  a  second  syllable,  and  to  serve  the  same 
purpose  as  a  hyphen  or  a  diaeresis;  as  Do  beoaib,  to  the 
living,  may  be  written  00  beoóaib ;  aiep,  the  air  or  sky, 
may  be  written  aióép* ;  but  in  ancient  manuscripts  these 
adventitious  consonants  are  seldom,  if  ever,  used,  and 
we  sometimes  find  four  or  five  vowels  together  without 
any  consonant  intervening,  as  aieoip,  of  the  air; 
aiéupóa,  caiuip,  melodious**. 

In  modem  Irish  orthography  no  vowels  are  doubled  in  the  same 
syllable,  like  ee  or  00  in  English ;  but  in  the  ancient  manuscripts 
all  long  vowels  are  found  doubled,  as  oee,  gods;  laa,  a  day ;  moo, 
greater,  as  "  00  pala  laa  nano  mipi  am  oenap,  I  happened  to  be 
one  day  alone." — Battle  ofMagh  Rath^  p.  34.  **  moo  a  emeach 
oloap  bir,  his  bounty  is  greater  than  the  world." — Id,  p.  52.  This 
doubling  of  the  vowels,  however,  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the 
pronunciation. 

In  reading  Irish,  all  consonants,  whether  primary 
or  aspirated,  must  be  pronounced  according  to  their  re- 
spective powers,  a*  they  shall  presently  be  described, 
except  such  as  are  eclipsed,  as  pointed  out  in  the  table 

*  See  the  copy  of  Keating's      brary  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
History  of  Ireland,  by  John  Mac      p.  127,  line  36. 
Toma  O'Mulconry,  in  the   Li-  **  Book  of  Fermoy. 
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of  eclipsis,  and  also  the  aspirated  p,  which  is  quiescent 
in  every  situation,  and  the  aspirated  6  and  ]^  in  the 
middle  of  words  which  are  not  compounds.  It  should  be 
also  remarked,  that  the  aspirated  t  is  but  very  faintly 
pronounced  in  the  end  of  words,  as  plair,  a  chieftain ; 
bpeitr,  a  sentence. 


Table  of  the  Soukbs  of  the  Vowels. 

a. 

1.  Q  when  long^  sounds  like  a  in  the  English  words 
caU^/ali,  as  Ian,  full ;  apD,  high. 

In  Meath  and  Ulster  a  long  is  pronounced  like  a  in  the  English 
words  mar^faiher^  as  these  words  are  pronounced  hj  Walker,  and 
this  is  also  the  prevailing  long  sound  of  this  vowel  throughout  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland ;  but  it  cannot  be  considered  its  true  original 
sound.  O^Molloj  describes  the  long  sound  of  this  vowel  as  fol- 
lows : — "  Hanc  autem  A  efferes  cum  Latinis  large,  ore  scilicet  de- 
ducto,  flatu  valentulo,  suspensa  modicé  lingua,  et  dentibus  inuicem 
non  tangentibus,  ut  amaoán,  latine  atultus" — Grammatica  La- 
tino-Htbemtca^  Ronue^  1677,  p.  8. 

2.  Q  shorty  like  a  in  the  English  word^/g^,  as  anam, 
a  soul ;  slap,  green*^.  In  the  end  of  a  word  it  is 
pronounced  very  obscurely,  like  a  in  the  English  word 
tolerable^  as  céapca,  crucified  or  tormented ;  oéanca, 
done ;  mópóa,  majestic^. 


®  In  some  of  the  southern 
counties  a  is  pronounced  in  this 
situation  like  a  in  the  English 
word  what,  as  cape,  thirst ;  jap- 
ca,  acute. 

^  As  has  beenalreadj  remarked, 
when  a  has  this  obscure  sound, 
it  has  been  the  custom  to  substi- 


tute o  and  u  for  it  ad  lUntum^  as 
UUuu  fol*  Ullca,  the  Ultqnians; 
oéonro  for  oecmca,  done,  but 
this  should  not  be  permitted,  as 
it  would  prevent  the  orthography 
of  the  language  from  becoming 
fixed. 
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3.  Qó  and  aj,  when  immediately  followed  by  a  broad 
vowel,  or  by  the  consonants  I,  m,  n,  p,  c,  5,  are  pro- 
nounced like  the  English  word  ei/Cy  or  the  German  ei 
in  weirii  as  aóapc,  a  horn ;  aólacaó,  burial ;  aópaó, 
adoration ;  Uaóg,  a  man's  name. 

This  rule  holds  good  throughout  the  southern  half  of  Ireland, 
but  it  must  he  varied  for  the  pronunciation  of  the  north  and  west. 
In  Connaught  aó  and  03,  when  followed  hy  a  vowel,  have  the  sound 
laid  down  in  the  text,  hut  when  followed  hy  I,  m,  n,  p  they  are 
pronounced  like  a  long  (1),  as  aópaó,  adoration;  aólacaó,  hurial ; 
aómcio,  timber,  which  words  are  pronounced  as  if  written  ápaó, 
álacaó,  amoo.  In  the  north  of  Ulster  ao  and  aj,  followed  by  a 
vowel,  or  by  the  consonants  c,  ^,  have  a  strange  sound,  not  unlike 
ueeii  closely  and  rapidly  pronounced ;  but  in  the  southern  counties 
of  Ulster,  and  in  Meath,  they  are  pronounced  somewhat  like  ay  in 
the  English  word  mayors  as  paoapc,  sight ;  aoapc,  a  horn ;  Caoj, 
a  man's  name,  which  words  are  pronounced  in  the  north  of  Ulster 
nearly  as  if  written  paoioeapc,  aoioeapc,  Caoioeaj;  but  in  the 
south  of  Ulster  and  in  Meath,  as  if  written  paéóapc,  aéóapc, 
Caeoaj.  Throughout  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  this  combination 
is  pronounced  nearly  as  in  the  north  of  Ulster,  and  Dr.  Stewart 
says  that  "  the  sound  has  none  like  it  in  English."  It  would  be 
now  difficult  to  strike  a  medium  between  those  various  pronun- 
ciations, and  point  out  what  was  the  true  original  sound  of  this 
combination,  but  it  is  highly  probable  that  it  was  originally  pro- 
nounced á  long,  as  it  is  in  some  instances  in  Connaught  at  pre- 
sent. 

4.  do  in  the  end  of  words  is  pronounced  in  the 
south  of  Ireland  like  a  in  the  English  word  general; 
as  bualaó, striking ;  oeanao,  doing ;  glacaó,  receiving; 
peacab,  sin. 

This  rule  holds  good  in  all  monosyllabic  words  throughout 
Ireland ;  but  in  dissyllables  and  polysyllables  ao,  in  this  situation,  is 

C 
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pronounced  like  oo  nasal  throughout  Connaught  and  Ulster.  This, 
however,  cannot  be  considered  a  sound  of  cio,  but  more  properly  of 
aiTi,  which  is  the  dialectic  termination  of  most  verbal  nouns  in 
Connaught  and  Ulster.  For  example,  the  word  oéanaó,  doing,  is 
pronounced  in  Connaught  as  if  it  were  written  oio  jnam  ;  but  this 
should  not  be  considered  the  pronunciation  of  the  form  Déa?icró, 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  of  oinjnarh,  which  is 
a  form  of  this  verbal  noun  found  in  very  ancient  manuscripts.  Some 
Irish  grammarians,  who  had  but  a  local  knowledge  of  the  pronun- 
ciation of  the  language,  not  considering  the  dialectical  variations  of 
words,  have  given  very  odd  sounds  to  some  of  the  vowels  and  con- 
sonants, such  as  that  of  oo  to  the  ao  in  question,  and  that  of  í  to  é, 
which  leads  to  much  confusion  and  inaccuracy ;  for  it  is  in  reality 
making  a  local  peculiarity,  or  barbarism,  the  standard  of  a  general 
principle  of  the  language. 

The  original  pronunciation  of  ao  and  a^  was  in  all  probability 
like  a^?i  guttural,  which  is  still  partially  preserved  in  the  moun- 
tainous districts  of  the  counties  of  Londonderry  and  Tyrone,  as  in 
'peao,  it  is;  cpuinneajaó,  a  gathering,  &c. 

5.  Q,  when  coming  before  the  consonant  m,  or  the 
double  consonants  11,  nn,  nj,  in  monosyllabic  words,  and 
before  nr,  ric  in  dissyllables,  is  pronounced  in  the  south- 
ern half  of  Ireland  like  the  German  a?/,  or  nearly  like  ow, 
in  the  English  word  /iou%  as  am,  time;  ball,  a  member; 
pann,  weak  ;  mang,  a  bag  ;  neanrog,  nettles;  pcjiean- 
can,  a  tune.  But  in  the  province  of  Ulster  the  a  has  its 
regular  analogical  short  sound  (2)  in  these  situations*". 

6.  Q  before  b  is  pronounced  in  the  southern  half 

'^  See  the  Prosody.     In  some  unknown  in  Ulster  and  in  the 

parts  of  Connaught  a  before  U,  southern  half  of  Ireland,  and  not 

m,  and  nn,  has  its  natural  long  general  even  in  Connaught  ;  it 

sound;  as  am,  time,  pronounced  must  therefore  be  regarded  as  a 

dm ;    call,    a  blind   man,  pro-  local  peculiarity, 
nounctíd  oáll ;  but  this  sound  is 


CHAP.  II.]  Sounds  of  the  Vowels.  11 

of  Ireland  like  ou  in  the  English  word  ounce,  as  abamn, 
a  river ;  cabaipr,  giving ;  labaipc,  speaking. 

In  the  County  of  Kerry  a,  in  this  situation,  has  the  regular 
diphthongal  sound  of  a  (5).  But  in  Ulster  it  has  the  sound  of  o 
long,  as  abamn,  a  river;  jjabal,  a  fork ;  jaba,  a  smith;  jabap,  a 
goat,  pronounced  in  Ulster  at  present  as  if  written  obamn,  jóbal, 
5Óba,  jóbap. 

e. 

1.  6  long  sounds  like  the  Greek  fjTaj  or  like  e  long 
in  the  French,  and  all  languages  except  the  lEnglish,  as 
pe,  time;  pé,  six;  me,  I.  |^cvv-"o  \*-^ a.  v  »* 

In  English  e  long  has  evidently  lost  its  original  sound,  it  being 
now  pronounced  ee^  like  i  long  in  all  ancient,  and  most  modern 
languages ;  but  e  short  still  retains  its  original  sound,  as  in  other 
languages.  E  still  keeps  its  ancient  long  sound  in  a  few  words,  as 
rchere^  there ^  ere,  &c.,  in  which  words  it  exactly  corresponds 
with  e  long  in  Irish.  O'Molloy,  in  pointing  out  the  primitive 
character  of  the  pronunciation  of  the  Irish  vowels  and  diphthongs, 
thus  exclaims :  "  Sistunt  ergo  Patrum,  veterumque  vestigijs,  nee 
cum  nouatoribus  in  vicinio  mutant  religionem  Hiberni." — Gram- 
matica  Latino-Hibernica,  p.  46. 

2.  G  short  is  pronounced  like  e  in  the  English  word 
metj  as  oume,  a  man  ;  buile,  madness. 

In  the  modern  Irish  orthography  the  vowel  e  never  appears 
alone  in  the  body  of  a  word  or  syllable,  but  is  always  accompanied 
by  other  vowels  ;  but  in  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  it  is  often 
written  singly,  as  pep,  grass ;  pep,  a  man  ;  ben,  a  woman,  for  the 
modern  péap,  peap,  bean  ;  also  fpépe,  of  the  firmament,  for  the 
modem  ppéipe. — See  notes  under  the  diphthongs  ea  and  ei.  In 
the  ancient  manuscripts  iu  is  frequently  used  for  the  final  e  short 
of  the  moderns,  as  **  moo  ocup  aipoiu  oloap  cec  pep,"  for  the 
modern  "  mo  ajup  áipoe  má  jac  peap.*' — Battle  of  Magh  Rath^ 
p.  64.  **  Q  n-Dul  uaic-piu"  for  "a  n-oul  uaic-pe." — Id.y  p.  68. 
"  eipiu"  for  **  eipe."— /íí.,  p.  110. 
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1. 

1.  1  hng  sounds  like  t  long  in  all  tbe  ancient  and 
modem  languages,  except  the  English,  and  like  the 
usual  long  sound  of  the  English  e^  or  ee,  as  laid  down  by 
Walker,  as  mfn,  smooth  or  fine ;  pf,  a  king'. 

2.  1  shorty  like  t  in  the  English  word  mt/4  as  miU 
honey ;  mm,  meal ;  bile,  an  old  tree. 

Before  U  and  If  the  short  i  of  the  other  provinces  is  pronounced 
like  ei^  very  slender»  in  the  south-east  of  Ireland,  but  in  the  south- 
west like  f  long,  as  milfe,  sweeter ;  mill,  spoil ;  pill,  return;  cill, 
a  church.  Neither  of  these  sounds,  however,  can  be  considered 
analogical,  though  the  former  seems  of  considerable  antiquity  in 
the  south  of  Ireland,  and  was  highly  prized  by  the  poets  for  the 
sonorous  jingles  which  it  produced  in  their  rhymes.  It  is  made  up 
of  S-ee,  not  of  «í-ee,  like  the  English  t  long. 

O. 

1.  O  long^  like  o  in  the  English  word  more^  as 
mop,  great ;  6p,  gold. 

Throughout  Meath,  and  the  adjoining  counties  of  Ulster,  o  lonff 
is  pronounced  like  a  in  haU,  as  61,  drink,  pronounced  a//y  o 
short  exactly  corresponds  with  it,  and  is  pronounced  like  o  in  the 
English  lot^  sot;  but  this  must  be  regarded  a  great  corruption. 

?•  O  shorty  always  like  o  in  the  English  words 
mother^  brother ^  other ^  as  copp,  a  body ;  olc,  evil^. 

^  The  general  long  sotmd  of  i  sound  of  the  vowel  o,  as  has  been 

in  Englidb  is  not  that  of  a  simple  stated  by  all  scientific  writers  on 

vowel,    but    that  of  a  perfect  organic    sounds.     The   general 

diphthonff ;    but  in   some  few  short  soimd  of  o  in  English  is 

words  it  has  the  pure  sound  of  a  the  natural  short  sound  of  a  long 

simple  vowel,  as  in  mackine,  &c,  and  broad,  as  in  haff,  aH,  &c. 

•  This  is   the  natural  short 


CHAP,  n.]  Sounds  of  the  Vowels,  13 

In  monosyllables  closed  by  the  consonants  U,  m,  nn,  and  in  dis- 
syllables, when  it  is  followed  by  j,  or  o,  the  vowel  o  is  pronounced 
in  the  southern  half  of  Ireland  like  ou  in  the  English  word  ounce , 
as  poll,  a  hole;  cpom,  stooped;  lom,bare;  ponn,  desire;  coja, 
selection ;  poja,  choice.  These  sounds  were  highly  prized  by  the 
southern  poets  for  their  musical  tone,  although  the  inhabitants  of 
the  north  and  west  of  Ireland  considered  them  unnatural  and  bar- 
baric.    They  are  well  exemplified  in  the  following  rhymes  : 

"  Ua  copann  ronn  a*  bojpaó  Hawk  coip 
Cl'f  é  jan  \m,  jan  meaoj,  yan  blctraij." 

TFilliam  English, 
"  6a  cool  a  com,  a  cpaoB-polc  qiom 
CI5  reacc  50  bonn  léi  na  ppeacaib." 

John  Claragh  Mac  DonnelL 
"  Dae  an  loca  a'p  30pm  na  o-ronn 
Q5  ceacc  50  coljac,  copannac,  qiom." 

Brian  Merriman, 

In  Ulster,  Connaught,  and  Meath  o,  in  these  situations,  has  its 
short  sound,  except  before  ó  and  3,  where  it  is  made  long,  as 
pojlaim,  learning. 

It  may  be  remarked  here,  once  for  all,  that  the  principal  dif- 
ference between  the  Munster  and  the  other  dialects  of  the  Irish 
language  consists  in  the  diphthongal  sounds  of  the  vowels  here 
pointed  out.  The  Ulster  and  Connaught  pronunciation  is  generally, 
and  particularly  in  this  instance,  more  analogical  and  correct,  but 
the  Munster  dialect  is  more  sonorous  and  musical.  The  natives  of 
the  different  provinces,  however,  are  much  divided  in  their  opinions 
of  the  different  modes  of  pronunciation,  each  claiming  his  own  to 
be  the  most  mellifluous  and  the  purest. — See  Preface, 

U. 

1.  U  long  J  like  u  in  rule\  as  tip,  fresh;  cul,  the 
back. 

'  The  usual  sound  of  u  in     vowel,  as  it  begins  with  the  con- 
English  is  not  that  of  a  simple      sonantal  sound  of  5^. 
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2.  U  sho)%  like  u  mftdl^  bu/ly  as  ucr,  the  breast ; 
u]i]^a,  a  prop. 

This  is  the  natural  short  sound  of  u,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
for  the  English  scholar  to  remember  here  that  the  general  short 
sound  of  u  in  English,  as  heard  in  tub,  current,  is  really  that  of  o 
short.  In  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  au  is  often  written  for  the 
simple  u  of  the  moderns,  as  auppa  for  uppci,  a  jamb  or  prop ;  ciu- 
oacc  for  uoacc,  a  will  or  testament ;  aupoam  for  upoam,  a  portico. 


Section  2. —  Of  the  Sounds  of  the  Diphthongs. 

There  are  thirteen  diphthongs  in  the  modern  Irish 
language,  qe,  ai,  qo;  ea,  ei,  eo,  eu ;  ig,  lo,  lu ;  oi ;  iig,  ui. 
Of  these  ae,  ao,  en,  la,  ua,  and  most  generally,  eoare 
long:  the  others  are  sometimes  long  and  sometimes 
short.  Their  sounds  will  be  more  particularly  described 
in  the  following  Table : 

Table  of  the  Sounds  of  the  Diphthongs. 

ae. 

Qe  is  always  long,  and  sounds  like  ae  in  Latin,  as 
pronounced  by  the  continental  nations,  and  like  ay  in 
the  English  word  mayor ^  as  aep,  the  air,  the  sky;  lae, 
of  a  day  ;  pae,  the  moon. 

This  diphthong  is  very  seldom  used  in  modern  Irish  orthogra- 
phy, and  Dr.  Stewart,  who  had  no  ancient  manuscript  authorities 
to  refer  to,  seems  to  doubt  (Grammar,  p.  5)  that  it  properly  belongs 
to  the  Gaelic  at  all ;  but  he  is  clearly  in  error,  as  it  is  generally 
used  in  the  most  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  for  the  modern  ao 
(which  see).     O'Molloy,  in  1677,  describes  its  sound  as  follows; 
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**  Secunda  biuocalis  ae  efiertur  sicut  a  priscis  olim  Latinis,  in 
JííuscBj  scepk^  et  similibus,  largius  nempe  quam  si  scriberentur  cum 
e  simplici,  vt  ael,  latine  calx'' — Gnvnmatica  Latino- Hibernicciy 
pp.  48,  49. 

ai. 

1.  Qi,  with  the  accent  on  a,  sounds  like  a  long  and 
1  very  short,  as  |»cáil,  a  shadow;  cam,  a  tribute. 

The  sound  of  this  diphthong  is  varied  in  the  provinces,  accord- 
ingly as  they  pronounce  the  long  (x  broad  or  slender. 

2.  Qi  shorty  like  a  in  arty  ai  in  plaid,  or  ai  in  the 
French  word  travailler^  as  baile,  a  town ;  cailleac,  a 
hag. 

This  is  the  ancient  and  most  analogical  sound  of  this  diphthong 
when  short,  and  it  now  prevails  throughout  the  southern  half  of 
Ireland;  yet  in  Leister  it  is  invariably  pronounced  like  e  short,  as 
Qileach,  the  name  of  a  place  ;  aiplmj,  a  dream,  pronounced  ellaffh, 
eshlint/.  The  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien,  who  was  a  native  of  Meath,  and  had 
no  general  knowledge  of  the  provincial  variations  of  pronunciation, 
marks  ai  short  as  pronounced  like  i  in  the  English  word  kinf/,  as 
ain^eal,  an  angel ;  and  it  is  true  that  it  has  this  sound  in  some  parts 
of  Meath,  but  it  should  be  regarded  as  a  very  corrupt  sound  of  this 
diphthong,  which  is  confined  to  a  narrow  district.  Throughout 
Leath  Mhogha,  or  the  southern  half  of  Ireland,  this  diphthong, 
when  it  comes  before  U,  m,  nn,  o,  5,  is  pronounced  dee,  but  some- 
what broader  than  the  English  i  long,  as  a  ill,  a  cliff;  aimpip, 
time;  [naiom,  a  knot;  maijoean,  a  virgin;  caiobpe,  pride,  osten- 
tation ;  faiobpecq^,  wealth.  The  Munster  poets  of  the  last  century 
delighted  in  jingles  formed  by  this  sound,  as 

"O  éaióbpi^  me  an  paiobpeap  ba  jpeioni^e  le  péacam." 

Donnell  Mac  Kennedy  O'Brien, 

In  Connaught,  Ulster,  and  Meath,  this  diphthong  is  short  in 
these  situations,  except  before  ó  and  ^,  when  it  sounds  in  Con- 
naught  as  in  Munster,  but  in  Ulster  and  Meath  like  ai  in  the 
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English  word  main.  It  should  be  also  observed  here  that  the  word 
fnaiom,  a  knot,  which  is  properly  pronounced  snime  in  many  parts 
of  Munster,  is  also  pronounced  in  the  south  of  Leinster,  and  several 
parts  of  Munster  also,  as  if  written  pnaoim. 

In  the  preposition  aip,  upon,  and  a  few  other  words,  this  diph- 
thong is  pronounced  like  e  in  err^  but  the  antiquity  of  this  pronun- 
ciation is  doubtful,  as  that  preposition,  in  its  simple  form,  is  almost 
invariably  written  ap  or  pop  in  ancient  manuscripts. 

ao. 

do  is  pronounced  in  the  south  of  Ireland  like  ay  in 
the  English  word  mayor^  but  in  Connaught,  somewhat 
like  uee  in  the  English  word  queen^  as  maop,  a  steward; 
oaop,  dear. 

This  diphthong  is  used  in  all  printed  Irish  books,  and  is  found 
in  manuscripts  of  some  antiquity,  say  four  centuries ;  but  it  never 
appears  in  the  ancient  Irish  sepulchral  inscriptions,  nor  in  the  ear- 
lier Irish  manuscripts,  as  the  Book  of  Armagh,  the  Liber  Hymno- 
rum,  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri,  the  Book  of  Leinster,  &c.,  but  instead 
of  it  ae  or  oe  are  always  used ;  for  which  reason  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  it  was  anciently  pronounced  as  ae  was  among  the  ancient 
Latins.  It  still  retains  this  ancient  sound  all  over  the  southern 
half  of  Ireland,  In  Connaught  it  is  pronounced  somewhat  like  ea 
in  the  English  word  steals  but  broader,  and  with  something  of  a 
diphthongal  sound,  not  unlike  uee  in  queen.  In  Ulster  and  Meath 
it  has  a  very  odd  sound,  which  may  be  represented  by  weeu,  closely 
and  rapidly  pronounced^. 

This  diphthong  was  evidently  introduced  into  Irish  orthography 
to  facilitate  the  adherence  to  the  rule  oí  Broad  with  a  Broady  &c., 

8  0*Molloy  described  the  sound  videlicet  modice  aperto,  pug- 
of  this  diphthong  as  follows,  in  nante  parce  halitu  cum  superior! 
1677,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  per-  palato,  reliquis  omnino  immotis, 
ceive  which  of  the  sounds  here  vt  Qooh,  quod  proprium  est  no- 
laid  down  he  intends  :  "  Qo  ef-  men  riW,  tametsi  idem  significet 
fertur  la  to  mollique   sono,   ore  quod  Latine,  ignisS^ 
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because  ae,  the  diphthong  which  the  ancients  employed  in  its  place, 
always  gave  the  consonant  which  followed  it  a  hroad  sound,  and  in 
the  increments  of  words  in  which  it  occurred,  hroad  vowels  were 
always  added,  as  r^ep,  paepa,  where  there  would  be  an  evident 
breach  of  the  rule  alluded  to.  Hence,  when  this  great  canon  of 
Irish  orthography  began  to  be  more  strictly  adhered  to  than  it  had 
been  by  the  ancients,  it  was  thought  proper  to  change  e  into  o,  and 
write  paop,  paopa,  which  fulfils  the  rule. 

au. 

Qu  is  never  used  in  the  modern  orthography,  al- 
though frequently  found  in  ancient  manuscripts.  Its 
pronunciation  is  uncertain;  but  it  is  often  found  in 
words  now  written  with  a  u  short,  as  aupcop  for  up- 
cup,  a  shot** ;  aupoam  for  upoorh,  a  porch' ;  laulgac 
for  luljac,  or  loilseac,  a  milch  cow^ ;  auopepra  for 
eaDpeapr,  or  ioobapc\  an  offering;  Qulell  Qulom 
for  Olioll  Olum*,a  man's  name  ;  Qujaine  for  Ugaine, 
a  man's  name"*. — See  u  long. 

ea. 

1.  6a  longy  exactly  like  ea  in  the  English  words 
hear^  swear^  tear,  greatj  as  jeap,  sharp ;  peap,  grass. 

The  sound  which  ea  represents  in  these  words  is  the  original 
and  correct  sound  of  that  English  diphthong,  and  is  still  preserved 
in  speaking  English  by  the  uneducated  classes  in  Ireland,  where  it 
had  been  introduced  before  the  present  affected  change  of  its  sound 
to  ee  took  place  in  England.     In  the  south  of  Ireland  the  Irish 

^  MS.  Trin.  College,  Dublin,  ^  MS.  Trin.  CoUege,  DubUn, 

H.  2.  18.  fol.  25.  H.  3.  18.  p.  361. 

i  Book  of  Ballymote,  fol.  245,  a,  ^  Cormac's  Glossary,  voce  Hloj 

J  Cormac's  Glossary,  voce  cli-  Gime. 

cop-peo.  "*  Ibid,  voce  Sanb. 

D 
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diphthong  éa  long  is  sometimes  very  corruptly  pronounced  ée-a, 
somewhat,  hut  not  exactly  like  ca  in  the  English  word^ar ;  but 
this  pronunciation,  which  never  prevailed  in  any  part  of  Connaught, 
Meath,  or  Ulster,  cannot  be  considered  analogical,  nor  is  it  to  be 
approved  of;  and  it  is  curious  that  while  the  natives  of  Munster 
use  it  in  common  conversation,  they  always  reject  it  in  repeating 
poems,  songs,  and  prayers. 

2.  6a  shorty  like  ea  in  the  English  vs'ords  hearty 
hearth^  hearkeUy  as  rneap,  respect;  ceap,  handsome. 

1o  short  is  often  used  for  ea  short  by  writers  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  In  the  ancient  manuscripts  a  single  e,  or  the  character  f, 
(which  is  only  an  elongated  e),  is  always  written  instead  of  this 
diphthong  whether  short  or  long,  as  mep,  or  mrp,for  méap,  finger; 
pep,  or  pfp,  for  p^^P»  gr^iss ;  mep,  or  mfp,  for  meap,  swift;  oep,  or 
off, for  oeap, handsome;  and  it  is  curious  that  in  the  counties  of  Mo- 
naghan  and  Louth,  and  other  parts  of  Ulster,  this  diphthong,  when 
short,  is  pronounced  like  a  single  e  ;  thus,  the  above  words  are  pro- 
nounced mer^  des,  not  mar,  das,  as  in  the  other  parts  of  Ireland. 
Some  Irish  scholars  have  thought  that  the  character  f,  which  fre- 
quently occurs  in  the  Irish  manuscripts,  is  a  contraction  for  ea, 
but  it  can  be  proved  that  it  stands  for  a  simple  e,  as  it  is  used  to 
represent  the  Latin  e  in  very  ancient  manuscript  copies  of  the  Gos- 
pels.— See  some  curious  observations  on  this  subject  by  Richard 
Mac  EUigott  of  Limerick,  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic  Society 
of  Dublin,  p.  26.  From  the  present  pronunciation  of  the  words 
in  which  this  character  is  introduced  in  the  ancient  manuscripts, 
we  must  conclude  that  the  ancients  pronounced  the  consonant 
preceding  it  with  a  slender  sound,  and  that  following  it  with  a 
broad  sound ;  and  hence  after  the  establishment  of  the  great  GjeHc 
orthographical  canon  of  *'  Broad  with  a  Broad,"  &c.,  an  a  was 
thrust  in  between  the  e  and  the  following  consonant,  to  mark  its 
broad  sound  with  more  certainty,  as  peap,  a  man,  for  pep ;  ceapc, 
just,  for  cepc. 

Some  have  thought  that  it  would  improve  the  modern  Irish  or- 
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thography  to  introduce  the  diphthong  eu  for  ea,  when  long,  as 
then  ea  would  be  always  short  and  eu  always  long ;  for  example, 
for  F^<^r>  grass,  to  write  peup.  O'Molloy,  in  his  Irish  Catechism, 
and  Duald  Mac  Firbis,  in  his  Genealogical  Book,  have  adhered  to 
this  distinction". 

In  Munster  and  south  Leinster  eu  in  monosyllables  ending  in 
II,  m,  nn,  and  nj,  is  pronounced  like  the  German  au  (aoo)^  as 
peall,  treachery ;  learn,  with  me ;  jleann,  a  valley ;  r^anj,  slender; 
but  in  dissyllables,  formed  in  the  course  of  grammatical  inflection 
from  these  monosyllables,  it  is  pronounced  short,  as  peullaim,  I 
deceive ;  peanján,  a  pismire ;  an  jleanna,  of  the  valley ;  except 
when  a  consonant  follows,  as  meallca,  deceived ;  jleannca,  valleys  ; 
ceannca,  a  press,  a  support ;  neanncoj,  nettles ;  jeallca,  promised. 
These  sounds,  which  the  natives  of  Connaught,  Meath,  and  Ulster 
abhor,  are  exemplified  in  the  following  rhymes : 

"  Q  h-aolcopp  r^Q'^Si  CI  péiD  cpoB  leabaip, 
Cr  caol-irpoij  ceann,  a  oéao,  'p  a  mailije." 

John  Mac  Donnelly  surnayned  Clarach, 

"  Do  rpéi^  mé,  ip  F^ctp»  ^^  jP^cinn, 
Co  an  cléip  a  n-aipio  leam, 
Ip  boor  mo  Beapc,  ip  paon  mo  neapr, 
Do  claon'  p  DO  pcaip  mo  iheaBaip.'* 

Andrero  Magrath, 

It  is  necessary  to  remark  here,  for  the  information  of  such 
learners  as  wish  to  become  acquainted  with  the  ancient  Irish  wri- 
tings, that  ea  preceding  p  is  often  changed  to  au  in  old  manuscripts, 
as  aupoalca  for  eapoalca,  certain;  aupoam  for  eapoaiii,  a  porch, 
an  apartment;  and  that  these  words  are  also  found  written  with  a 
u,  as  upoalca,  upoam.  Also  that  the  ancients  wrote  iu  short  for 
the  ea  short  of  the  moderns,  as   '*  mopca  caca  mairiupa"  for 


"  Some  Irish  grammarians  Connaught,  and  obtains  in  so  few 
have  marked  another  sound  of  words  that  it  should  not  be  con- 
ca,  like  ee  in  meeky  as  in  oéan,  sidered  a  sound  of  eu,  but  a  pro- 
do,  or  make  ;  but  this  is  very  viucial  substitution  of  ío  for  that 
corrupt,  and  confined  to  lower  diphthong. 
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"  mópra  5a ca  maiceapa." — Battle  ofMagh  Rath^  p.  100.  "  pep- 
cap  plairmpa,'*  for  **  peapcap  plaireapa." — Id.  p.  122. 

3.  6ri,  with  the  accent  on  a,  sounds  like  a  in  the 
English  vioxA  father  J  as  peáp|i,  better;  geapp,  short; 
penpnog,  the  alder  tree. 

There  are  very  few  words  in  the  language  in  which  this  sound 
obtains,  and  even  in  these  it  is  not  generally  adhered  to  throughout 
Ulster.  It  should  be  also  remarked  that  the  a  is  seldom  written 
in  ancient  manuscripts,  in  which  peppoe  is  written  for  tlie  modern 
peappoe;  pepnoj  for  peúpnój,  &cc. 

ei. 

1.  61  long.,  like  ei  mfeign^  reign,  as  léini,  a  leap; 
eel  in,  a  step. 

2.  61  shortj  like  e  in  ferry,  as  beip,  bring ;  Deip, 
says ;  jeip,  tallow.  , 

In  Munster  and  south  Leinster  ei,  in  monosyllables  ending  in 
65,  U,  m,  Dm,  nn,  o,  and  5,  and  in  dissyllables,  when  it  is  followed 
by  D,  j,  or  m,  is  generally  pronounced  like  i  long  and  slender  in 
English,  or  the  German  ei^  as  peill,  of  treachery  (gen.  of  peall)  ; 
ceill,  a  church  ;  jpeim,  a  bit  or  morsel ;  peiom,  use  ;  but  in  Con- 
naught,  Meath,  and  Ulster  ei  in  these  situations  (excepting  only 
before  U)  is  pronounced  long,  like  ei  in  the  English  word  reign. 
The  Munster  pronunciation  of  ei  in  these  situations  is  exemplified 
in  the  following  rhymes  : 

"  Clioip  máije  na  mapc  ni  puil  meioip, 
O  claoióeaó  áp  5-ceap  a  5-ceiU." 

John  O'Tuama. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  a  single  e  is  often  found  for  the  ei  of 
the  moderns,  as  reap  nu  jpéne  for  reap  na  jpéme,  the  heat  of  the 
sun. — Battle  of  Magh  liathy  p.  31.  Duald  MacFirbis,  in  his  ge- 
nealogical manuscript,  and  Peter  Connell,  in  his  Irish  Dictionary, 
have,  in  many  instances,  rejected  the  diphthong  ei  and  written  a 
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single  e  in  its  place;  and  yet  Halidaj,  who  professes  to  restore  the 
pure  ancient  orthography  of  the  language,  and  rejects  the  diph- 
thongs ao,  ea,  eu,  as  modern  and  corrupt,  retains  ei  as  a  pure  an- 
cient diphthong ;  for  which  he  certainly  has  the  authority  of  the 
Book  of  Lecan  and  other  manuscripts  of  considerable  antiquity. 

€0. 

1.  Go  longy  like  oa  in  shoalj  as  feol,  a  sail;  ceol, 
music  ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  conso- 
nant preceding  this  is  always  slender,  so  that  the  e  has 
its  use. 

In  Meath,  Louth,  and  Ulster,  this  diphthong,  when  long,  is 
pronounced  like  arv  in  s/iafvl,  and  when  short  like  o  in  mock. 
This  arises  from  their  manner  of  pronouncing  o  long,  i.  e.  like  a  in 
ca//. 

2.  Go  shortj  like  u  in  jicsty  as  oeoc,  a  drink  ; 
eocaip,  a  key. 

As  this  short  sound  of  eo  is  found  only  in  seven  or  eight  words 
in  the  whole  language,  there  is  no  necessity  for  placing  an  accent 
over  the  o  when  the  diphthong  is  long,  for  the  learner  may  con- 
sider it  as  always  long.  The  words  in  which  it  is  short  are  the 
following:  oeoc,  a  drink;  eocaip,  a  key;  Bocaio,  a  man*s  name; 
eoca,  horses;  neoc,  which  ;  reoc,  a  part;  and  two  or  three  others 
now  obsolete. 

eu. 

Gu,  always  like  ea  long,  as  meup,  a  finger;  cpeuD, 
a  flock. — See  Observations  on  ea. 

This  diphthong  is  used  by  some  modern  writers  for  eu  long,  or 
the  simple  e  long  of  the  ancient  manuscripts.  Thus  Duald  Mac 
Firbis  introduces  it  in  the  following  lines,  where  the  Book  of  Lecan 
has  a  single  e  : 


22  Sounds  of  the  Diphthongs.        [pabt  i. 

".  Dari  DO  puaip  jac  aicme, 
Cofoncxic  cláip  Bopaipe, 
Do  5aB  50  h-Galpa  n-eunai5 
5laD  o'd  eacepa  n-uippjeulaij," 

Thus  in  the  Book  of  Lecan,  fol.  83,  a : 
"  l)aci  DO  puaip  jac  atcmi, 
Copincac  claip  Gopaipi, 
l>o  jab  CO  h-6lpa  n-enaij, 
&lao  oa  echrpa  n-uippjelaij." 

la. 

la  is  always  long,  like  ea  in  the  English  word ^ear, 
as  picip,  crooked,  warped ;  pial,  hospitable. 

la  long  is  in  a  few  words  pronounced  eecí^  as  in  mian,  desire ; 
piaoam,  wild.  The  word  oiabal,  the  devil,  forms  a  singular  excep- 
tion to  the  usual  sound  of  this  diphthong,  for  it  Lb  pronounced 
oe-OTv/  in  the  north  and  oial  in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

10. 

1.  I0  longi  like  1  long,  but  the  o  renders  the  con- 
sonant which  follows  it  broad,  as  pion,  wine ;  lion,  flax. 

2.  lo  shorty  like  io  in  the  English  word  motion^  as 
cion,  affection ;  piop,  knowledge. 

In  the  ancient  manuscripts  a  single  1  is  written  for  this  diph- 
thong, whether  long  or  short,  as  pip  for  piop,  knowledge;  pin  for 
pfon,  wine ;  bipop  for  biolap,  water  cresses ;  ilap  for  lolap,  many; 
pmn  for  pionn,  fair.  The  o  was  inserted  to  render  the  broad  sound 
of  the  following  consonant  certain,  and  to  fulfil  the  rule  of  "  Broad 
with  a  Broad,"  &c.  Dr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Mac  Elligott  of  Limerick 
recommend  the  rejection  of  this  diphthong,  and  Haliday,  in  his 
Gaelic  Grammar,  has  actually  rejected  it,  as  being  modem  and 
corrupt.  It  is  indeed  very  true  that  it  is  not  found  in  the  ancient 
Irish  manuscripts ;  but  still  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  reject  it 


r 
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altogether  from  modern  Irish  orthography,  as  the  o  is  distinctly 
heard  in  many  parts  of  Ireland,  as  will  be  observed  by  attending  to 
the  Munster  pronunciation  of  the  following  words :  pionn,  fair ; 
TOionn,  an  oath ;  lonco  jao,  turning.  The  following  distich  from 
an  elegy  by  James  O'Daly,  an  Irish  poet  of  Clare,  who  lived  in  the 
last  century,  will  shew  that  he  intended  the  o  in  the  word  pionn, 
fair,  to  be  pronounced  somewhat  like  u  long  : 

'•  Jaoire  an  Báip  do  fájiuij  oalca  na  muse, 
©oynaiD,  peapoa,  pailreac,  peapaiiiail  pionn." 

Here  the  poet  makes  the  o  in  pionn,  form  a  kind  of  vowel 
rhyme  with  the  u  in  the  English  word  muse,  and  this  shews  that  a 
single  I  would  not  have  represented  its  sound  to  his  ears.  In  the 
northern  half  of  Ireland  also,  although  the  power  of  the  o  in  this 
diphthong  is  not  so  easily  observed,  still  it  has  fully  as  much  power 
as  the  o  in  the  English  diphthong  io  in  the  words  notion,  motion, 
million.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  although  the  sound  of  this  diph< 
thong  may  have  been  at  first  correctly  represented  by  a  single  », 
it  cannot  at  present,  and,  therefore,  it  cannot  with  propriety  be 
rejected  from  the  number  of  modern  Irish  diphthongs.  It  should 
be  here  remarked,  that  the  general  Munster  pronunciation  of  lo 
short,  before  the  consonants  m,  nn,  U,  is  like  lu  long ;  but  that  in 
the  counties  of  Tipperary  and  Waterford,  and  parts  of  Kilkenny,  it 
is  often  sounded  like  the  diphthong  ea  in  these  situations. — See  Ob- 
servations on  ea. 

lU. 

1.  lu  longy  like  ew  in  JeWj  as  piu,  worth,  which  is 
pronounced  like  the  English  word  Jew^  except  that  the 
Irish  p  is  somewhat  more  slender. 

2.  lu  shorty  like  oo  in  goody  as  pbuc,  wet ;  nuj, 
thick ;  but  the  number  of  words  in  which  it  has  this 
sound  is  very  small. 

Ol. 
1.  Ol  long  is  made  up  of  o  long  and  i  very  short, 
as  c6ip,  just;  coip,  pursuit. 
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2.  Oi  short  is  made  up  of  o  short  and  i  very  short, 
as  coil,  the  will. 

In  most  parts  of  Leath  Mhogha,  or  the  southern  half  of  Ireland, 
the  diphthong  oi,  before  U,  m,  nn,  o,  and  5,  is  pronounced  like 
i  in  mile,  as  coill,  a  wood ;  poillpe,  light;  oijpe,  an  heir ;  poi^ioe, 
or  poijne,  patience.  This  sound  is  exemplified  in  the  following 
verses  of  Irish  poets,  who  lived  in  Munster  in  the  last  century : 

"D*éiprmn  leo  50  ooiiriin  'p  an  n-jleo, 
'S  me  a  5-coillcib  ceo  50  ceolniap,  ceacc-binn." 

Brian  Merriman. 

"  6a  jjnár  me  aj  piubal  ap  ciumaip  na  h-abann, 
Qp  báinpij  úip  Y  a'  opúcc  50  cpom, 
Qnaice  na  5-coiUceaó,  a  5-coim  an  c-pléib, 
^an  maipj,  jan  moill,  ap  poiUpe  an  lae." 

Idem, 

"  Ua  poigeaoa  le  poillpe  50  ooij^peac  am  raeb-pa.** 

Donnell  Mac  Kennedy  O'Brien. 

"  D^éaj  an  potjne  ooimm  jan  ouiBe." 

O'Donohoe  of  Glenflesk^ . 

But  in  the  counties  of  Cork  and  Kerry,  and  in  the  south-west 
of  Clare,  it  is  generally  pronounced  in  these  situations  like  rxee  in 
the  English  word  queen^  a  pronunciation  which  is  not  at  all  to  be 
approved  of. 

In  Connaught  and  Ulster  this  diphthong,  coming  before  U,  m, 
and  nn,  has  its  analogical  short  sound  as  laid  down  in  the  text ; 
but  before  ó  and  5,  it  is  varied,  being  pronounced  in  Connaught 
nearly  as  in  Munster,  and  in  Ulster  strangely,  somewhat  like  at  in 
the  English  word  «^ra/^/ií,  as  poijme,  patience,  pronounced  paéjio. 
In  Ulster  01  short  is  exactly  pronounced  like  their  ai  short  (see  the 
remarks  on  ai),  as  Oileac,  the  name  of  a  place ;  oioe,  a  tutorP. 

®  In  his  Elegy  on  the  Chief  of  thography,  although  the  sound 

Castlelishin.  which    it    represents   exists    in 

P  The  diphthong  ou  is  never  many  words  as   pronounced   in 

found  in  the  modern  Irish  or-  the  south,  as  in  poll,  a  hole ; 
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3.  Oi,  with  the  accent  on  i,  sounds  exactly  like  aoi, 
or  uee  in  the  English  word  queen,  as  an  oíóce,  the  night; 
coíóce,  ever;  cpoíóe,  a  heart;  y^noijce,  chipped,  po- 
lished ;  but  the  words  in  which  this  sound  occurs  are 
very  few  in  number. 

ua 

Ua,  always  long,  like  oóá,  as  puap,  cold ;  gual, 
coal. 

The  ancients  often  wrote  uo  and  ae  for  the  ua  of  the  moderns. 

UI. 

1.  Ui,  with  the  accent  on  u,  like  ú  long  and  i  very 
short,  as  cuil,  a  corner  ;  puil,  an  eye ;  Ouil,  desire. 

2.  Ui,  with  the  accent  on  i,  exactly  like  oi,  or  uee 
in  queen,  as  buíóe,  yellow  ;  puigle,  sounds ;  guíóe,  a 
supplication  ;  but  this  sound  occurs  in  very  few  words. 

3.  Ui  short  is  made  up  of  u  short  and  \  very  short, 
as  puil,  blood;  ouille,  a  leaf;  buile,  madness;  cuile, 
a  flood. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  the  diphthongs  ai,  oi,  and  ui,  when  short, 
axe  interchanged  ad  libitum,  as  bpeieeamnaip,  bpeireaiiinoip, 
bpeiéeamnuip,  judgments.  It  should  be  remarked  here  that  the 
UI  short  of  Ulster  and  Connaught  is  pronounced  like  uee  in  South 
Munster,  and  eye  in  North  Munster,  as  opuim,  which  is  pronounced 
drim  in  Connaught  and  Ulster,  is  pronounced  dreem  in  South 
Munster  and  drime  in  North  Munster,  and  in  a  few  parishes  of  the 
oountj  of  Gralway,  adjoining  the  county  of  Clare. 

P05,  a  rush,  or  onset ;  but  it  is  aichne  a  f  oillpi  ocupa  h-aipoi," 
sometimes  found  in  ancient  ma-  for  *<  ip  an  ip  m6,"  &c,,  Cor, 
nnscripts,  as  *'  ip  ano  ip  mou  do      GloM.y  voce  Sampaó. 

E 
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Section  3. —  Of  the  Triphthongs, 

There  are  five  triphthongs,  viz.,  aoi,  eoi,  lai,  lui, 
and  oei,  uai,  of  which  the  first  aoi  is  considered  modern 
and  corrupt,  and  oei  ancient  and  now  obsolete.  They 
are  formed  from  their  corresponding  diphthongs  by 
adding  i,  which  generally  takes  place  in  the  inflections 
of  nouns.  Thev  differ  but  little  in  sound  from  their 
corresponding  diphthongs,  the  principal  difference  be- 
ing that  the  i,  which  closes  each  triphthong,  gives  the 
following  consonant  a  slender  sound. 

Table  of  the  Sounds  of  the  Triphthongs. 

ao]. 

Qoi,  always  long,  nearly  like  nee  in  queerty  as  caom, 
keen,  mild  ;  maoin,  wealth  ;  aoibneap,  happiness. 

Haliday,  in  his  Gaelic  Grammar,  and  OFlanagan,  in  his  edition  of 
the  Tale  of  Deirdre,  have  rejected  the  triphthong  aoi  as  modern  and 
corrupt ;  and  it  is  true,  that  before  the  fourteenth  century  the  Irish 
writers  very  generally  wrote  ai,  oi,  or  oei  in  its  place;  but  though 
the  diphthong  ai  or  of,  with  the  accent  on  i,  may  have  anciently 
represented  the  sound, — as  indeed  it  would  at  present  in  Munster, 
South  Leinster,  and  Connaught, — it  would  not  convey  the  compli- 
cated and  very  strange  sound  which  this  triphthong  represents  in 
Ulster  and  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  a  sound  which  may  be 
represented  by  the  English  vowels  iieeul  rapidly  and  closely  pro- 
nounced ;  and  for  this  reason  it  would  not  be  advisable  now  to  re- 
ject this  triphthong,  which  has  been  used  in  all  the  printed  Irish 
books,  and  all  the  Irish  manuscripts  of  the  last  three  centuries.  He 
who  wishes  to  become  acquainted  with  the  ancient  manuscripts 
must  bear  in  mind  that  he  will  never  meet  this  triphthong  in  them, 
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but  instead  of  it,  as  above  remarked,  generally  ai,  and  sometimes 
01  and  oei. 

eoi. 

Goi,  always  long,  like  the  diphthong  eo,  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  the  consonant  following  eo  is 
broad,  and  that  following  eoi  slender,  as  ceol,  music ; 
ceoil,  of  music. 

lai. 

lai,  always  long,  and  sounds  like  ia,  excepting  that 
the  1  influences  the  sound  of  the  following  consonant, 
as  bpian,  Brian,  a  man's  name,  gen.  bpiain. 

lUl. 

lui,  always  long,  as  ciuin,  silent;  the  two  Ts  very 
short,  but  strongly  influencing  the  sounds  of  the  con- 
sonants. 


CHAPTER  m. 

OF  THE  CONSONANTS. 


Section  1. —  Of  the  radical  Sounds  of  the  Consonants. 

The  simple  powers  of  the  consonants  do  not  differ 
much  from  those  of  the  English  consonants,  except 
o,  n,  c,  which  are  much  thicker,  or  more  liquid,  than 
the  same  consonants  in  English. 
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In  the  modem  Irish  orthography  no  consoniints  are 
written  double  except  l,  n,  and  p ;  but  in  the  ancient 
manuscripts  all  the  consonants  are  doubled  ad  libitum^ 
particularly  f  ,  as  coppo,  feet,  for  the  modem  copa. 

Table  of  the  Sounds  of  the  Consonants. 

6. 
b,  broad  and  slender,  is  pronounced  exactly  like  the 
English  hj  as  bapp,  top ;  bmn,  melodious. 

C. 

1.  C,  broad,  like  c,  in  cool^  as  cul,  the  back. 

2.  C,  slender,  like  k  in  king^  as  cmll,  sense.  The 
leamer  should  know  that  the  Irish  c  is  always  pro- 
nounced like  At,  never  c  soft,  as  in  English  or  French. 

It  is  probable  that  e  was  pronounced  k  also  in  every  situation  bj 
the  ancient  Latins,  for  the  Roman  c  was  evidently  equivalent  to 
the  Greek  x,  as  Caesar,  Cicero,  lUinep.  Kixipif.  0*Molloy's  remailu 
on  this  subject  are  curious  :  '*  Imo  olim  apud  Latinos  litera  c  non 
solum  in  locum,  sed  in  sonum  Uteres  x  plane,  plenéque  substitue- 
batur:  nee  assertione  res  eget  Quis  enim  Grammaticonim  vnquam 
aliter  tradidit  ante  haec  tempora  ?  Hoc  est,  nisi  qudd  hodie  eo  ino- 
leuerit  vsus,  seu  potius  error ;  an  prauus,  anne  pertinax,  quis  non 
videat?  Latini  inquam  recentíores  duplicem  ei  sonum  dant;  alteram 
vt  debent;  alteram  ut  volant  Cuip  vocalibus  namque  A,  o,  v,  vt 
cum  diphthongo  JÍu  naturalem  ei  relinquunt  sonum,  pronunciando 
corpus^  eaputy  cubittís^  cauda :  Verum  prseposita  si  fuerit  voca- 
libus By  If  T,  et  diphthongis  <£,  (e,  &c.y  nouum  ipsi  et  ante  seuo 
inauditum  dant  sonum,  quia  pronunciant  inde  syllabam  cum  pin- 
gui  et  molesto  quodam  sibilo ;  quem  dixeris  á  barbarismo  forte 
deriuatum,  sic  sequentia,  et  consimilia  sibilantes  proferunt,  Cera^ 
Cippus^  Cyrus,  ecena^  ccenum;  laceo,  iacio,  Lucia^  cis^  &c., 
qualem  nunquam  litera  habuit  enunciationem.*'  —  GramnuUiea 
Latino-Hibemica,  pp.  13,  14, 15. 
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D. 

!•  D,  broad,  as  Dun,  a  fort;  Donn,  brown.  Before 
I  and  n  in  the  middle  of  words  it  is  quiescent,  as 
coolaó,  sleep ;  ceaona,  same ;  .but  the  words  in  which 
it  is  so  sunk  are  very  few. 

The  Irish  d  has  never  such  a  hard  sound  as  the  English  d^  and 
although  Stewart  asserts,  that  in  the  Gaelic  of  Scotland  d  is  pro- 
nounced nearly  like  d  in  donCy  this  assertion  is  scarcely  credible. 
There  is  no  sound  in  the  English  language  exactly  like  it,  for  th  in 
the  word  though^  as  pronounced  by  the  English  people,  is  more 
sibilant  than  the  Irish  o  broad. 

In  ancient  writings  c,  or  cc,  is  frequently  substituted  for  o,  as 
poc  for  poo,  length ;  Cpionoicc  for  Cpionoio,  the  Trinity,  &c. ; 
puce  for  puD,  yon,  Vita  Moling. 

2.  D,  slender,  has  a  very  liquid  sound,  nearly  like 
rfin  dew^  duke,  radiant,  as  Oileap,  loyal;  Dia,  God; 
oéipc,  alms. 

Stewart  says,  that  d  slender  in  the  Erse  or  Gaelic  of  Scotland, 
is  pronounced  like/  in  June^  Jerv,  and  this  is  the  sound  which  it 
generally  has  in  Ulster  also,  but  it  must  be  considered  a  corruption. 
The  proper  sound  of  the  slender  Irish  d  which  prevails  in  Con- 
naught,  Munster,  and  South  Leinster,  is  not  so  sibilant  as^',  nor 
80  hard  as  ^^  in  the  English  word  dew,  as  pronounced  by  Walker, 
but  an  English  speaker  may  form  its  sound  by  pronouncing  d  with 
the  tip  of  the  tongue  between  the  teeth. 

In  the  Manx  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  London,  1767,  the  words 
beginning  with  o  slender  in  Irish  are  written  with^',  as  "  Dy  jig  dty 
reeriaght,"  i.  e.  **  Thy  kingdom  come,**  for  **  t)o  D-C15  oo  pfpiacc.*' 
"  Dt*  aigney  dy  row  jeant,"  **  Thy  will  be  done,"  for  **  I)'  aijneaó 
00  poiB  oéanc'*  And  the  same  corrupt  orthography  will  be  found 
in  some  Roman  Catholic  Catechisms  published  in  Irish,  in  English 
characters,  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 
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F. 
p,  broad  and  slender,  sounds  exactly  lllce^ In  Eng- 
lish, as  F^<^P)  ^  ™a^*  5  F^'^P'  ^^*"^- 

In  the  south  of  Ireland  this  consonant  is  prefixed  to  many  words 
which,  in  the  north  and  west,  begin  with  vowels,  as  piolap,  an 
eagle,  for  1  clap ;  pujpeoj,  a  lark,  foruipeoj;  puinnpeoy,  the  ash 
tree,  for  uinnpeoj,  or  umpeann;  pan,  stay,  for  an^  and  many 
others.  Both  forms  are  found  in  ancient  manuscripts,  but  it  is 
better  to  prefix  the  p,  as  it  often  renders  the  word  stronger  and  more 
distinct. 

5- 

1.  5>  broad,  like  g  in  gall^  as  gall,  a  foreigner; 
5opca,  famine. 

In  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  5  is  very  often  commuted  with 
c,  and  sometimes  written  cc,  as  Uaoc,  or  Caocc,  a  man^s  name, 
for  Caoj ;  eclu,  or  eccla,  for  eajla,  fear  ;  puce  for  puj,  he 
brought,  VU,  Moling,  O'Molloy's  remarks  on  this  letter  are  cu- 
rious, and  worth  inserting  here :  **  5>  suae  relicta  natura?,  vt  jam 
dixi,  non  solum  apud  Hibernos,  verum  etiam  apud  Germanos, 
atque  Latinos,  praesertim  priscos,  vi  et  sono,  a  consona  c  parum 
abit.  Vnde  Terentius  ille  Scaurus  ait,  c  cognationem  cum  G  hdbei: 
et  ideo  alij  Camehnn^  alij  Gamchan,  item  alij  Caunacem,  alij  di- 
cunt  Gaujiacem :  item  Veteres  pro  agnUj  acna ;  pro  lege^  lece  ; 
pro  agro^  aero ;  pro  Gabino,  Cabino,  non  raro  vtuntur.  Verum 
sonus  literai  g  videtur  paulo  diffusior,  molliorque  quam  eflferes, 
appulsa  ad  palatum  lingua,  modiccllo  interuallo,  lenem  emittens 
spiritum,  vt  jcnpe,  latino  risus'' — Grammatica  Latino -Hiher- 
7nca,  pp.  21,  22. 

2.  5»  i^lendcr,  always  hard,  like  g  in  give^  as  5éa|i, 
sharp.  This  consonant  is  never  soft,  like  g  in  the 
English  word  general. 
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h. 

h  never  appears  as  an  independent  radical  letter,  but 
is  used  only  in  the  inflections  of  words,  or  thrown  in 
between  vowels,  like  the  Greek  digamma,  to  prevent  a 
hiatus,  as  na  h-oige,  of  youth  ;  a  h-Gipinn,  out  of  Ire- 
land. 

As  no  word  in  Irish  begins,  in  its  radical  form,  with  this  con- 
sonant, it  has  been  much  disputed  among  Irish  grammarians,  whe- 
ther it  is  a  letter  of  the  language  or  not ;  and  the  latest  writers  on 
the  subject  of  philosophical  or  general  grammar  have  stated  that 
"  the  letter  h  is  no  articulate  sound,  but  only  a  breathing." — 
See  The  English  Language^  hy  Professor  Latham^  p.  104. 
O'Molloy  bestows  a  whole  chapter  on  the  nature  and  influences  of 
this  character ;  he  says,  **  h,  sine  litera  sit  dicenda,  siue  flatus,  aut 
aspirationis  nota,  sac-pius  ea  vtuntur  Hiberni,  quam  alia  ex  conso- 
nantibus  vlla :  adeoque  propter  multiplices  eiusdem  affectiones,  in- 
tegrum hoc  meretur  capitulum." — Grammatica  Ilih.'Lat.^  pp.  23, 
24.  He  then  goes  on  to  shew  the  influences  which  it  has  over  the 
other  consonants  in  aspirating  them,  which  he  does  with  great 
ability  and  accuracy.  But  it  is  of  very  little  consequence,  in  a  prac- 
tical grammar,  whether  h  be  called  a  letter  or  not,  so  as  we  know  its 
exact  power  and  influences. 

In  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  h  is  sometimes  prefixed  to 
words  beginning  with  vowels  where  it  has  no  apparent  gram- 
matical use,  just  in  the  same  manner  as  the  lower  classes  in  Eng- 
land prefix  h  in  "  the  h-eagle  flies  h-over  the  h-oaks ;''  but  this 
is  never  found  in  modern  manuscripts  or  printed  books.  In 
the  Book  of  Kells,  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri,  and  some  of  the  oldest 
manuscripts,  h  is  sometimes  formed  thus,  h  >  and  placed  over  the 
vowel,  like  the  Greek  spiritus  asper,  as  la  Ulcu  for  la  h-Ulcu, 
with  the  Ultonians;  and  (in  combination  with  the  contraction 
a,  esty)  jja,  for  h,  est,  or  hoc  est. 

1 .  Cy  broad,  has  no  sound  like  it  in  English,  but  in 
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some  parts  of  Ireland  it  is  pronounced  nearly  as  hard  as 
the  /  in  the  English  word  stealj  as  lam,  a  hand ;  pf ol, 
seed. 

2.  L,  slender,  sounds  somewhat  more  liquid  than 
the  English  tt  in  miUion,  as  mil,  honey ;  ^ile,  whiteness. 

Haliday,  in  hU  Gaelic  Grammar,  and  in  his  edition  of  a  part  of 
Keating*8  History  of  Ireland,  classes  I  among  the  aspirable  conso- 
nants, and  marks  it,  when  aspirated,  with  two  dots,  thus,  V.  And  it 
is  true,  that  when  coming  after  all  those  particles  which  cause  other 
consonants  to  be  aspirated,  it  has,  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  a  dif- 
ferent sound  from  its  primitive  one.  This,  however,  is  not  general 
throughout  Ireland,  nor  is  the  sound  it  receives  in  these  situations 
such  as  could  with  propriety  be  called  an  aspirate  sound.  It  will 
be  necessary  here  to  remark  that  the  sounds  of  the  Unguals  or 
liquids,  I,  n,  p,  vary  a  good  deal  throughout  the  provinces,  and 
stand  much  in  need  of  a  grammatical  standard.  Throughout  the 
diocese  of  Ossory,  and  in  most  parts  of  the  counties. of  Tipperary 
and  Waterford,  the  sounds  of  these  consonants  are  regulated  by 
the  characteristic  vowels,  and  are  under  no  other  influences  what- 
ever; but  in  West  Munster,  Connaught,  North  Leinster,  and 
Ulster,  their  sounds,  in  the  beginning  of  words,  are  not  so  much 
regulated  by  the  characteristic  vowels  as  by  the  particles  which 
precede  them.  The  sound  of  I  is  regulated  in  Ulster  as  follows : 
1. 1,  slender,  in  the  beginning  of  words,  in  their  radical  form,  has 
always  the  liquid  sound  laid  down  in  the  text.  2.  If  a  small  vowel 
precede  a  single  I  it  is  pronounced  small,  but  hard,  as  baile,  a 
town ;  pile,  a  poet.  3.  II  double,  in  the  same  situation,  has  the  re- 
gular liquid  sound  laid  down  in  the  text,  as  cailleac,  a  hag ;  coill, 
a  wood ;  cill,  a  church.  4.  If  a  broad  vowel  precede  I  single,  it  is 
pronounced  like  I  preceded  by  a  slender  vowel,  excepting  the  almost 
indistinguishable  change  caused  by  the  broad  vowel,  as  eala,  a  swan ; 
mealo,  of  honey ;  pal,  a  hedge.  This  last  sound  of  I  is  certainly 
the  same  as  the  hard  English  sound  of  the  same  consonant,  for  the 
Ultonians  pronounce  pal,  a  hedge,  exactly  as  they  do  the  English 
fall.    5.  U  double,  in  the  same  situation,  has  the  regular  broad 
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sound  laid  down  in  the  text,  as  eallac,  cattle.  The  hard  sound 
which  the  Ultonians  give  the  single  I,  is  formed  by  placing  the  tip 
of  the  tongue  against  the  palate,  above  the  root  of  the  upper  teeth, 
as  in  pronouncing  the  English  oi/y.  Their  sound  of  U  is  formed 
by  spreading  the  tongue  and  extending  it  so  as  to  cover  one-eighth 
part  of  the  upper  teeth.  An  English  speaker  may  produce  this 
sound  by  pressing  the  tip  of  the  tongue  between  the  teeth. 

In  the  ancient  manuscripts  we  find  the  II  of  the  moderns  some- 
times written  Id,  as  Qililo  for  QilioU.  This,  however,  is  not 
very  general,  but  it  has  induced  Colgan  to  Latinize  the  names 
which  might  be  so  written  with  a  dy  as  Alildus,  or  Olildus,  &c. 

3.  Ln,  broad  and  slender,  like  II. — See  n. 

m. 
m,  broad  and  slender,  sounds  exactly  like  m  in 
English,  as  mop,  great ;  mi,  a  mouth,  pronounced  ex- 
actly as  if  written  more,  mee. 

m  is  never  doubled  in  the  printed  Irish  books,  or  correct  mo- 
dem manuscripts,  except  in  some  very  modern  Munster  manuscripts, 
as  lomm,  bare;  cpomm,  stooped;  qiomm,  heavy.  The  Munster 
Irbh  scholars  of  the  last  and  present  century  thought  it  necessary 
to  double  the  ro  as  well  as  the  n  or  I,  to  give  the  preceding  vowel 
that  diphthongal  sound,  or  medial  quantity,  which  is  peculiar  to  the 
southern  half  of  Ireland ;  but  in  Connaught  and  Ulster,  where  the 
preceding  vowel  has  never  this  medial  quantity,  the  m  is  never  dou- 
bled. 

In  ancient  Irish  manuscripts,  however,  m  is  frequently  found 
double  in  the  middle  and  end  of  words,  and  sometimes  in  the  be- 
ginning, as  "amail  ip  lomm  in  chpuim,  as  the  worm  is  bare,'' 
Car.  Gloss.y  in  voce  Cpuimchep  ;  "cloiceno  lomm,  a  bare  skull," 
Id.,  voce  Coipe  &pecain. — Qmmui^,  outside.  Book  of  Leinster, 
fol.  78,  h.  b,  immeaoon,  in  the  middle.   F'Ua  Moling, 

1.  N,  broad,  has  a  thick  sound  which  does  not  exist 
in  English,  as  nop,  a  custom ;  bean,  a  woman.     An 

F 


34  Radical  Sounds  of  the  Consonants,    [part  i. 

English  speaker  may  form  this  sound  by  pronouncing  n 
with  the  tip  of  the  tongue  first  pressed  between  the 
teeth,  and  afterwards  rapidly  drawn  into  the  mouth. 
After  I  it  is  quiescent,  as  colna,  of  the  flesh,  pronounced 
colla. 

2.  N,  slender,  very  like  n  in  new^  as  pronounced  by 
Walker,  but  somewhat  more  liquid,  as  neapc,  strength  ; 
Niall,  a  man's  name.  After  I  it  is  quiescent,  or  rather 
sounds  like  I,  as  muilneoip,  a  miller,  pronounced  muil- 
leoip. 

In  Ulster  the  sound  of  n  varies  like  that  of  I :  that  is,  a  single  n, 
in  the  middle  and  end  of  words,  is  nearly  as  hard  as  the  English 
n  in  not ;  and  nn,  slender,  has  the  thick  sound  referred  to  in  the 
text.  In  the  diocese  of  Ossory,  and  throughout  East  Munster,  nn 
slender  sound  like  w^,  as  binn,  melodious;  rinn,  sick;  bainne, 
milk.  Throughout  the  north  of  Ireland,  n,  when  preceded  by  c?  m, 
and  sometimes  by  p,  is  pronounced  like  p,  as  cnoc,  a  hill ;  one,  a  nut; 
cnam,  a  bone  ;  na  mná,  the  women ;  pneacca,  snow,  which  are  pro- 
nounced as  if  written  cpoc,cpo,  cpaifi,  na  mpá,  ppecca.  This  change 
has  been  made  to  facilitate  the  pronunciation,  as  en  and  mn  would 
not  easily  coalesce.  Dr.  Stewart  remarks  that  the  Latins  changed 
n  into  r  for  the  sake  of  facility  of  pronunciation,  as  caiimen^  from 
cano^  first  pronounced,  and  afterwards  written  carmen^  genmen^ 
from  the  obsolete  yfi»*»,  passed  into  germen.  The  English  have 
softened  similar  words  which  were  originally  very  rough,  by  sink- 
ing the  sounds  of  k^  g^  and  m  altogether,  as  in  the  words  gnaw^ 
gnat,  knight,  innemonics. 

In  the  south  of  Ireland  the  harshness  which  would  be  caused 
by  the  coalition  of  these  consonants  is  got  rid  of  by  pronouncing 
them  as  if  a  very  short  vowel  intervened,  as  cnam,  a  bone,  pro- 
nounced canúiTi,  but  the  first  a  is  so  short  that  it  is  scarcely  per- 
ceptible. 

In  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  we  find  no  almost  invariably 
written  for  the  nn  of  the  modern  Irish  orthography,  as  cono  for 
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tonn,  a  wave ;  ceno  for  ceann,  a  head  ;  ^leno  for  jleann,  a  glen, 
or  valiej.  It  is  now  difficult  to  determine  how  the  ancient  Irish 
pronounced  this  no,  but  it  may  be  conjectured,  that  as  they  some* 
times  substituted  nn  for  no,  they  pronounced  them  alike.  Some 
manuscripts  have  even  nc  for  nn,  but  no  is  more  general. 

3.  Nj.  This  combination  represents  a  simple  sound, 
which  English  learners  find  very  difficult  to  imitate 
when  in  the  beginning  of  a  word,  although  its  broad 
and  slender  sounds  are  both  heard  in  the  English  word 
longing  ;  the  broad  sound  in  long  and  the  slender  one 
in  ingf  as  ap  njiiáó,  our  love ;  a  ngialla,  their  hos- 
tages. 

This  n^,  which  is  called  by  the  Irish  n^ecal,  is  made  one  of 
the  elements  of  the  Ogham  alphabet,  and  all  the  writers  on  the 
philosophy  of  articulate  sounds  have  set  it  down  as  a  simple 
sound  which  should  be  represented  by  a  single  character.  Pro- 
fessor Latham  speaks  of  it  as  follows :  '^  The  sound  of  the  n^ 
in  9ing^  ^in^i  throng^  when  at  the  end  of  a  word,  or  of  singer^ 
ringing^  &c.  &c.  in  the  middle  of  a  word,  is  not  the  natural  sound 
of  the  combination  n  and  g^  each  letter  retaining  its  natural 
power  and  sound,  but  a  simple  single  sound,  which  the  combina- 
tion 13^  k  a  conventional  mode  of  expressing.  The  simple  soimd 
is  related,  however,  to  n  and  ^  in  a  manner  that  has  not  yet  been 
determined." — ITie  English  Language^  p.  110. 

The  true  analogical  sound  of  this  combination  in  Irish  is  de- 
scribed in  the  text ;  \i  prevails  at  present  throughout  Munster,  Con- 
naught,  South  Leinster,  and  North  Ulster ;  but  in  the  counties  of 
Louth,  Cavan,  Monaghan,  and  some  parts  of  Meath,  it  is  pronounced 
in  the  middle  and  end  of  words,  like  5  very  guttural,  as  [^anján, 
a  pismire ;  ceonja,  a  tongue ;  ceanjal,  a  tie ;  pronounced  r^j^*^ 
cej^a,  cejal.  This  corrupt  pronunciation  of  nj  is  strikingly  exem- 
phfíed  in  the  present  pronunciation  of  Cnoc  na  yean-^an^  now  Knock 
Abbey,  near  Louth,  and  of  Cuailjne,  now  Cooley,  a  celebrated 
mountainous  district  situated  between  Dundalk  and  Newry. 
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In  Thomoiid  and  Kerry  the  combiiiation  ng  in  the  middle  and 
end  of  words  is  sometimes  pronouioed  as  if  a  short  vowel  interrened 
between  them,  as  lon^,  a  ship,  pronounced  as  if  written  Umv^;'. 
This  sound,  which  is  unheard  of  in  East  Munster,  is  something 
like  the  pronunciation  of  n^  among  the  Codmeys  in  such  w<»da 
as  kin^f  nothing^  which  they  pronounce  kifi-^\  nothin^\ 

p. 

P,  whether  broad  or  slender,  sounds  like  the  Eng'- 
iish  j>,  as  pope,  a  bank ;  piap,  pahi. 

I.  P,  broad,  like  r  in  raw,  as  par,  a  fort{  ptKi6, 
red. 

4.  P,  slender,  nearly  like  the  second  r  in  carrion^ 
but  more  liquid,  as  beip,  bring ;  ^eip,  tallow ;  Deip, 
says. 

As  this  consonant  may  be  said  to  be  the  only  one  in  the  lan- 
guage which  does  not  become  broad  and  slender  according  to  the 
class  of  vowels  which  precede  or  foUow  it,  I  shall  here,  fcv  the 
use  of  such  readers  as  wish  to  obtain  a  critical  knowledge  of  Irish 
pronunciation,  lay  down  such  rules  as  will  point  out  when  it  is 
broad  and  when  slender. 

1.  R,  in  the  beginning  of  radical  words,  is  always  broad, 
whether  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  word  be  broad  or  small,  as 
puuó,  red;  pf,  a  king;  péió,  ready.  To  this  rule  a  few  excep- 
tions may  perhaps  be  found  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  as  pioih, 
ever;  pmn  pe,  he  did;  but  these  are  scarcely  worth  notice,  and  can 
hardly  be  called  exceptions,  as  one  is  an  adverb,  and  the  other 
comes  properly  under  rule  3. 

2.  R  is  always  slender  in  the  middle  and  end  of  words,  when  the 
characteristic  vowel  is  a  slender  one,  as  6ip,  of  gold;  c6ip,  just; 
aipe,  care;  áipo,  state;  cpuruigreoip,  creator. 

3.  R,  in  the  beginning  of  words  after  the  possessive  pronouns 
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mo,  mine ;  oo,  thine ;  a,  his ;  after  the  interjections  o,  a,  signs  of 
the  vocative  case,  and  in  every  situation  in  which  the  aspirable 
consonants  are  aspirated,  has  always  its  slender  sound  in  the  dis- 
trict extending  from  Galway  Bay  to  Cork ;  but  in  the  other  parts  of 
Ireland  its  sounds  are  regulated  in  these  cases  by  the  characteris- 
tic vowels,  as  a  pf,  his  king ;  a  pdn,  his  secret. 

4.  In  the  combination  fp,  it  has  always  its  broad  sound,  as 
ppian,  a  bridle ;  fpecir,  a  series.  In  this  we  see  a  reason  why  the 
Irish  find  such  difficulty  in  pronouncing  the  English  words  shrilly 
sJtmby  shrine^  which  they  pronounce  as  if  they  were  written  srill^ 
srubj  srine  ;  for  though  the  Irish  have  the  sound  sh,  it  being  the 
slender  sound  of  their  f ,  more  frequently  than  the  English,  still,  by 
a  peculiar  tendency  of  the  lataguage  when  p  is  followed  by  p,  it  is 
never  pronounced  slender. — See  under  S.  Obs.  1. 

In  sununing  up  these  sounds  of  the  letter  p  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place  here  to  notice  a  barbaric  corruption  of  its  sound  which 
prevails  in  the  counties  of  Kilkenny  and  Waterford.  After  the 
letters  c  and  o  it  is  pronounced  in  some  words  like  n,  as  opuip, 
adultery.  This  corruption,  which  the  natives  of  these  counties 
themselves  acknowledge  to  be  a  vile  one,  is  strikingly  exemplified 
in  the  local  pronunciation  of  Ceann  Cpiaoain  (Credan  Head,  a 
headland  forming  the  east  extremity  of  the  county  of  Waterford), 
which  is  pronounced  as  if  written  Ceann  Cniooáin.  These  tendencies 
to  local  corruption  of  pronunciation  cannot  be  checked  except  by 
grammatical  knowledge,  and  reading,  or  hearing  read,  correct  lan- 
guage ;  and  therefore  it  is  difficult  to  check  it  among  the  untaught 
peasantry  of  any  district  In  parts  of  the  county  of  Westmeath  the 
letter  p  is  sometimes  changed  to  I,  as  6oc  Uaip,  near  Mullingar,  to 
r^och  Uail,  and  t)puini  cpiaó,  the  name  of  a  place  near  Castle- 
poUard,  to  Dpuim  cliao.  Such  local,  or  baronial  barbarities,  how- 
ever, should  not  be  considered  as  of  any  weight  in  regulating  the 
analogies  of  the  pronunciation  of  the  general  language. 

S. 

1.  S,  broad,  like  s  in  son^  as  foluf,  light. 

2.  8,  slender,  like  the  English  shj  which  is  in  reality 


38  Radical  Sounds  of  the  Consonants,    [part  l 

a  simple  sound  that  ought  not  to  be  represented  by  two 
letters,  as  pliab,  a  mountain  ;  imp,  an  island. 

This  coDsonant  also  furnishes  some  exceptions  to  the  general 
rule,  which  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  here  for  the  use  of  such  as 
wish  to  obtain  a  critical  knowledge  of  Irbh  pronunciation. 

1.  S,  when  followed  by  b,  m,  p,  and  p,  has  its  broad  sound, 
whether  the  characteristic  vowel  be  broad  or  slender,  as  pbeac,  a 
kick  ;  f miop,  marrow ;  p peal,  a  scythe ;  ppian,  a  bridle. 

2.  S,  in  the  assertive  verb  ip,  and  in  the  demonstrative  pro^ 
nouns  po,  this,  and  pm,  that,  has  sometimes  its  broad,  and  some« 
times  its  slender  sound.  In  the  verb  ip,  when  followed  by  a  word 
beginning  with  a  slender  vowel,  p  has  its  slender  sound,  as  ip  Í, 
it  is  she,  and  a  broad  sound  when  that  verb  is  followed  by  a  word 
beginning  with  a  broad  vowel  or  a  consonant,  as  ip  olc  pin,  that 
is  bad ;  ip  me,  it  is  I.  In  the  pronouns  po  and  pin  the  p  has, 
throughout  the  southern  half  of  Ireland,  its  broad  sound,  when  they 
are  preceded  by  words  in  which  the  last  vowel  is  broad,  as  on  peap 
po,  this  man,  icro  po,  these ;  and  vice  versa^  when  the  vowel  of  the 
preceding  word  is  slender,  as  an  ouine  po,  this  man,  e  po,  this 
person ;  but  in  the  northern  half  of  Ireland  the  p  is  always  slender 
in  these  pronouns.  When  the  p  is  slender  in  the  pronoun  po  some 
writers  spell  it  peo,  and  when  pm  has  the  p  broad,  they  write  it 
pan,  or  pom,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  great  orthographical 
canon  of  "  Broad  with  a  Broad,"  &c.  There  may  be  found  some 
local  exceptions  to  these  rules ;  but  it  is  the  duty  oí  a  gramma- 
rian to  point  out  all  anomalies,  and  fix  a  proper  standard  of  pro- 
nunciation according  to  the  true  analogies  of  a  spoken  language. 
This  consonant  is  never  doubled  in  the  modern  orthography,  but 
it  is  frequently  doubled  in  ancient  manuscripts,  as  cpepp  for  cpeap, 
third.  Cor,  Gloss, y  voce  Clichap-peo;  "  co  nd  cepna  oepcibal  app 
ocup  ni  pepp  a  n-oióeaó,  so  that  not  one  of  them  escaped,  and  their 
death  was  unknown." — Cor,  Gloss.y  voce  Coipe  6pecam. 

C. 

1.  U,  broad,  like  t  in  the  Italian  and  Spanish,  but 
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not  so  sibilant  as  the  English  th  in  thought,  as  conn,  a 
wave ;  copann,  noise. 

It  has  been  stated  by  some  Irish  grammarians  that  r  broad  is 
pronounced  like  th  in  the  English  words  thumbs  thunder^  but  this 
arose  from  their  ignorance  of  the  correct  sound  of  th  in  the  English 
language.  It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  studied  the  nature 
of  the  English  letters  philosophically,  that  the  English  th  is  a  real 
aspirate  sound ;  that  is,  a  sound  formed  by  a  continued  emission 
of  the  breath  between  the  upper  surface  of  the  tongue  and  the  edge 
of  the  upper  front  teeth,  unimpeded  by  any  contact  of  the  organs 
of  speech  with  each  other  ;  whereas  the  Irish  c,  whether  broad  or 
slender,  is  a  mute  consonant,  properly  so  called,  as  being  formed  by 
a  perceptible  interruption  of  the  breath,  which  is  produced  by 
striking  the  tip  and  edges  of  the  tongue  against  the  inner  surface  of 
the  upper  teeth. 

2.  C,  slender,  nearly  like  t  in  the  English  termi- 
nation tude^  as  pronounced  by  Walker,  as  cip,  a  coun- 
try ;  cipm,  dry ;  ciu  j,  thick. 

In  Ulster,  in  parts  of  Meath,  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and 
in  the  Isle  of  Mann,  c  slender  is  pronounced  sibilantly,  like  /  in  the 
English  word  nature,  but  this  must  be  considered  a  great  corrup- 
tion. 0*Molloy,  in  his  Grammar,  pp.  38,  39,  40,  rails  at  the 
Italians  for  pronouncing  the  slender  t  in  Latin  like  tz,  s,  or ;:: ;  but 
he  should  have  acknowledged  that  his  own  Celtic  brethren,  the 
Ultonians,  the  Caledonians,  and  the  Manx,  had  borrowed  a  similar 
sibilant  pronunciation  of  /  and  d  from  their  neighbours  of  the 
Teutonic  race. 


Section  2. —  Of  Aspiration^  and  its  Effects  on  the  Sounds 

of  the  Consonants. 

Aspiration,  a  grammatical  accident,  the  general  use 
of  which  distinguishes  the  Irish  Gaelic,  and  other  cognate 
dialects  of  the  Celtic,  from  all  other  modem  languages, 
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may  be  defined  as  the  changing  of  the  radical  sounds 
of  the  consonants  from  being  stops  of  the  breath  to  a 
sibilance,  or  from  a  stronger  to  a  weaker  sibilance. 

This  change  of  the  radical  sounds  of  the  consonants  has  been 
considered  the  result  of  barbarity  by  some  modem  writers,  among 
whom  may  be  reckoned  Pinkerton,  the  author  of  the  Inquiry  into 
the  History  of  Scotland,  and  Dalies,  author  of  the  Celtic  Researches, 
the  latter  of  whom  asserts  that  men  fell  into  this  slovenly  mode  of 
pronunciation  after  they  had  descended  into  the  vale  of  savage  life; 
but  this  assertion  is  gratuitous,  as  there  is  no  proof  that  the  Irish 
or  Welsh,  who  use  those  aspirations  more,  perhaps,  than  any  other 
people,  had  been  at  any  period  more  civilized  than  they  are  at  pre- 
sent Indeed  it  is  much  more  probable,  as  we  may  infer  from  the 
Hebrew  and  the  other  Semitic  dialects,  that  the  original  languages 
of  mankind  abounded  in  strong  and  deep  guttural  sounds,  and  that 
these  have  been  retained  or  rejected  by  the  different  nations  accord- 
ing to  their  ideas  of  strength  or  euphony.  Thus  the  English,  or 
Anglo-Saxon  language,  originally  abounded  in  strong  guttural 
sounds,  as  in  the  words  thou^ht^  nou^ht^  fraught^  nighty  but 
these  have  been  all  rejected  by  the  polished  English  of  the  two 
last  centuries,  while  the  Scotch  still  retain  them.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  nobles  and  gentry  of  Germany  pronounce  the  Grerman 
consonants  with  a  variety  of  guttural  sounds,  while  the  peasantry 
sink  all  the  gutturals,  as  being  too  grand  for  people  of  their  rank. 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  language  in  the  world  whose  original  words 
have  suffered  more  change  by  aspiration  and  sinking  of  consonants 
than  the  French,  and  yet  this  is  never  referred  to  by  writers  as  a 
proof  of  the  barbarity  of  the  French  nation,  but,  on  the  contrary,  as 
the  highest  proof  of  their  advancement  in  civilization. 

When  these  facts  are  considered,  one  must  feel  diffident  in 
pronouncing  the  existence  of  guttural  sounds  in  a  language  to  be  a 
sign  of  the  barbarity  of  the  speakers.  The  English,  in  whose 
polished  spoken  and  written  language  no  trace  of  a  guttural  sound 
is  now  to  be  found,  abhor  the  rough  sound  of  gh  in  the  broad 
Scotch,  but  much  more  the  Irish  guttural  sibilant  sounds  of  c. 
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D,  5 ;  although  in  reality  their  own  y,  c,  ch,  and  ^  soft,  are  equally 
sibilant,  and  as  much  aspirations,  as  the  Irish  c,  ó,  ^.  The  fact  is, 
that  men  will  regard  this  or  that  sound  as  polished  or  barbarous 
accordingly  as  it  agrees  with  or  differs  from  the  sounds  to  which 
they  have  been  themselves  accustomed  from  infancy.  The  author 
has  often  tried  the  effect  of  the  guttural  Irish  consonants  on  the 
ears  of  the  lower  classes  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  always 
found  them  to  displease  or  please  according  to  the  analogies  of  their 
own  languages.  The  Lowland  Scotch  admire  the  sound  of  c  very 
much,  but  cannot  bear  that  of  ó  or  5  hroad^  but  they  like  the  slen- 
der sounds  of  those  aspirates,  as  they  are  exactly  like  their  own  y. 
The  English  cannot  bear  either  c,  5,  or  ó  broad,  but  have  no  ob- 
jection to  Ó  or  ^  slender.  The  Welsh  have  no  dislike  to  any  of  the 
guttural  Irish  consonants,  although  they  believe  that  their  own  gut- 
turals are  much  more  forcible  and  grander,  but  they  despise  the 
Irish  language  for  not  having  the  splendid  sound  of  the  Welsh  //, 
or  /A,  which,  however,  sounds  truly  barbaric  in  the  ears  of  the 
English  and  French. 

In  some  modern  Irish,  and  all  Erse  printed  books, 
the  aspirate  h  is  placed  after  all  the  consonants  Indiffe- 
rently, to  mark  their  aspirated  sounds ;  but  this  gives  the 
words  so  long  and  strange  a  look  (the  number  of  letters 
being  in  many  instances  double  the  number  of  the  ele- 
mental sounds  in  each  word),  that  many  have  recom- 
mended the  rejection  of  the  b,  and  the  introduction  of 
new  characters  in  place  of  the  primitive  Irish  consonants 
combined  with  the  b ;  and  no  doubt  this  would  save 
the  eye  some  pain,  and  the  printer  some  trouble.  In 
ancient  Irish  manuscripts,  however,  the  b  is  never 
written  after  any  consonant  except  c,  p,  c;  and  in 
modern  publications  in  the  Irish  character  the  aspirated 
consonants  are  always  distinguished  by  full  dots  placed 
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over  them,  as  b,  c,  6,  &c. ;  and  this  is  now  generally 
considered  a  better  expedient  than  to  invent  new 
characters,  or  to  adopt  equivalent  consonants  from 
the  English,  Greek,  or  other  alphabets,  as  Lhwyd  has 
done. 

In  the  oldest  vellum  manuscripts  a  variety  of  signs  of  aspiration 
appear,  which,  no  doubt,  had  different  powers  in  early  ages,  although 
the  ignorance  or  neglect  of  copyists  has  so  much  confused  them 
in  latter  times,  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  discover  the  original 
system.  Even  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century,  when  the 
Books  of  Lecan  and  Ballymote  were  transcribed,  the  original  sys- 
tem of  aspiration  was  nearly  forgotten ;  but  a  tolerably  correct 
idea  of  this  original  system  may  be  formed  from  Leabhar  na 
h-Uidhri,  a  manuscript  which  was  transcribed  at  Clonmacnoise  in 
the  twelfth  century,  as  also  from  the  ancient  charters  in  the  Book 
of  Kells,  the  Book  of  Leinstei*,  and  other  fragments  of  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  centuries.  In  these  the  aspirate  h  is  frequently 
written  after  the  consonants  c,  p,  c,  but  after  no  others,  and  fre- 
quently also  a  mark  resembling  an  h  is  placed  over  them,  thus, 
£,  p,  c.  Over  other  consonants  a  full  dot  is  placed,  thus, 
111,  f,  f;  and  even  the  liquids  n  and  p  are  frequently  marked  with 
full  dots,  thus,  n,  [i  ;  which  would  seem  to  shew  that  the  ancients 
varied  their  sounds  in  certain  situations.  It  is  a  curious  fact,  how- 
ever, that  the  consonants  b,  d,  5,  which  are  so  often  aspirated  in 
the  modern  language,  never  appear  with  any  mark  of  aspiration  in 
our  ancient  manuscripts,  nor  in  any  of  the  sepulchral  inscriptions 
still  extant.  This  might  naturally  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
b,  D,  and  5  always  retained  their  radical  sounds  in  ancient  times, 
but  we  have  now  no  sufficient  data  for  the  full  determination  of 
this  question. 

In  the  oldest  monumental  inscription  in  Ireland,  namely,  that 
on  the  monument  of  Lughnatan,  the  nephew  of  St  Patrick,  by  hia 
sister  Liemania,  still  preserved  on  Insi  Goill,  an  island  in  Lough 
Corrib,  in  the  county  of  Galway,  no  trace  of  aspiration  is  observ- 
able, but  h  is  used  as  a  separate  consonant.     The  inscription  is, 
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"Cie  í.u5NaeDoN  mace  cmeNueh." 

**  The  stone  op  Lugnaedon,  son  of  Lehenueh." 

But  on  the  earliest  tombstones  at  Clonmacnoise  the  letters 
c,  p,  and  c  are  frequently  aspirated,  and  sometimes  m,  not  by  dots 
or  other  marks  placed  over  them,  but  by  h  written  after  them,  thus : 

"  ORoic  t>o  nbuachac.'' 

"  A  Prater  for  Tuathal.'* 

**  OROIU  QR  ChUlHt)CeSS." 
"  A  Prayer  on  Cuindless^.'* 

«*  oRoic  t)o  chocnfiaw/» 

"  A  Prayer  for  Colman.*' 

**  ORoir  Do  maecphacRaic." 

*'  A  Prayer  for  Maelpiiatraic.*' 

"  ORoic  t)o  maecTTibicbii..*' 

"  A  Prayer  for  Maelmhichil." 
But  b  is  never  aspirated  in  any  of  these  inscriptions,  as  : 

"ORoir  DO  SU161N1U  mac  mai^aebumai." 

"A Prayer  for  Suibiniu,  son  of  Mailaehumai." 

The  name  Suibiniu  would  be  now  written  Suibne,  and  ITtai- 
laehuma,  TTlaoilúiTia.  We  have  in  this  inscription  also  an  exam- 
ple of  the  use  of  h,  as  a  separate  consonant,  being  introduced 
between  de  and  u  to  prevent  a  hiatus. 

Those  who  first  cut  Irish  type  appear  to  have  retained  some 
idea  of  a  variety  of  marks  of  aspiration,  for  in  some  of  the  books  pub- 
lished by  the  Franciscans  in  the  seventeenth  century  the  letter  c  is 
aspirated  with  an  apostrophe,  c ;  m  with  a  mark  like  a  v,  as  m ;  and  ^ 
with  a  full  dot,  5.  In  the  Grammar  published  by  Hugh  Mac  Cur  tin, 
in  1728,  six  or  seven  kinds  of  marks  of  aspiration  are  used,  but 
without  any  apparent  system. 

As  the  radical  and  aspirated  sound  of  every  consonant  must  be 
learned  by  the  ear,  it  is  my  opinion  that  nothing  is  gained,  in  a 

*>  This  Cuindless  was  abbot  of     ing  to  the  Annals  of  Tighernach, 
Clonmacnoise,  and  died,  accord-      in  the  year  724. 
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modern  Irish  alphabet,  by  varying  the  mark  of  the  aspirations : 
any  sign  whatever  that  will  give  notice  that  the  consonant  has  its 
aspirated,  not  its  radical  sound,  will  answer  the  purpose,  and  this 
can  be  as  conveniently  done  by  a  full  dot  placed  over  the  consonant 
as  by  any  other  sign  whatever. 

The  ancient  Greeks  gave  notice  of  their  aspirations  by  varying 
the  characters,  and  the  Latins,  who  have  been  imitated  by  the 
English  and  other  modern  nations,  by  postfixing  h ;  but  as  the  h 
retains  no  part  of  its  original  power,  it  is  more  philosophically  cor- 
rect to  vary  the  character,  as  the  Greeks  did,  or  to  give  notice  of 
the  change  by  some  conventional  sign,  as  the  Irish  sometimes  did. 
The  best  plan  always  is,  to  represent  every  simple  or  elemental 
sound  by  a  single  character,  and  when  this  element  receives  a  slight 
change  of  its  radical  sound  in  the  course  of  grammatical  inflection, 
to  give  notice  of  this  change  by  a  mark  on  the  character  which 
represents  the  radical  sound,  rather  than  invent  a  new  one,  in 
order  that  the  eye  of  the  reader  may  see  at  once  the  root  or  original 
frame  of  the  word.  To  illustrate  this  by  example,  let  us  take  the 
Irish  word  fuil,  an  eye,  which,  under  certain  grammatical  influ- 
ences, is  pronounced  huil^  but  if  the  aspirated  sound  of  the  initial  p 
were  represented  by  a  new  character,  say  /i,  one  would  be  at  a  loss 
to  know  what  original  consonant  to  refer  this  h  to"",  in  order  to  ob- 


•■  O'Molloy  illustrates  this  in 
tlie  Irish  language,  by  a  case  of 
ambiguity  in  Avords,  for  it  hap- 
pens that  D  and  ^  at  the  begin- 
ning of  words  have  the  same 
pow'er,  and  if  a  new  character 
were  invented  to  represent  this 
aspirate  sound  one  w^ould  be  at  a 
loss  to  know  whether  to  refer  it 
to  5  or  o.  His  w^ords  are :  "  5^ 
sine  in  principio,  sine  in  fine 
dictionis  posita,  parum  quasi  vol 
niliil  diíFert  quoad  sonuni  a  oh 
de  qua  iam  diximus,  vt  ciim  dico 
a  jhiolla  phaojhalcaijh,  bha- 
ojhlaijh,  latiiie  famule  mun- 
dane,  pericuhse,  Ista;  ehim  vo- 
cula»  efferuntur  tamqiiam  ferme 


si  loco  ^h  esset  oh  vtrobique,  vel 
grffcula  y  pronunciata  ab  Anglis, 
vt  supra,  vt  a  yioUa,  vel  a  ohi- 
oUa  pbaoobalraiTh,  vel  phao- 
yalrai^h,  bbaoDnlaioh,  iion 
proinde  tamen  licebit  altcrum 
pro  altero  poni,  alioquin  non 
discerncretur  sensus  in  prosa, 
vel  metro.  Si  enim  scripsero  a 
yaill,  ncscies  quid  intendatur ; 
an  oall,  anne  gall,  in  vocatiuo, 
latine  caece^  vel  galle^  vt  iam  su- 
pra dixi  dc  ph.  Non  oportet 
ergo  cum  gallo  caecum,  nee  cum 
caeco  gallum  hie  confundi,  raax- 
ime  in  Scripturis." — Gramma- 
(tea  Latino- Hibeniica^  pp.  29,  30. 
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tain  the  root  of  the  word  ;  but  when  the  radical  consonant  f  is 
written,  and  a  notice  given  of  its  aspirated  sound  by  a  dot  placed 
over  it,  the  eye  of  the  reader  sees  at  a  glance  the  primary  and  in- 
fluenced form  of  the  word.  This  system  also  prevents  the  great 
multiplication  of  letters  which  is  necessary  if  h  be  in  every  instance 
used  to  give  notice  of  the  aspirations ;  for  example,  the  word  a 
óeapbpáirpeaca,  his  brethren  (or,  as  written  according  to  the 
ancient  mode,  a  óepbparpeca),  is,  according  to  the  Scotch  or  Erse 
system,  written  thus,  a  dhearhhraithreacha^  where  eighteen  letters 
are  employed  in  representing  a  word  of  four  syllables. 

A  tendency  to  aspiration  seems  to  be  a  conspicuous  characteris- 
tic of  all  the  dialects  of  Celtic,  and  that  it  belongs  to  the  Irish 
in  particular,  will  be  seen  by  the  forms  which  some  words,  bor- 
rowed from  the  English,  have  assumed  in  some  parts  of  Ireland, 
as  cam  pa,  a  camp,  pronounced  in  Clare  and  Kerry  as  if  written 
coumha ;  plái5,  the  plague,  pronounced  plaw  in  many  places. 
It  is  also  perceivable  in  some  words,  which  are  pronounced  with  an 
aspiration  in  some  districts,  but  not  generally,  as  alcoip,  an  altar, 
pronounced  alroip ;  oeacac,  smoke,  pronounced  in  some  places 
oearac ;  jealcdn,  a  lunatic,  pronounced  gealcdn.  This  tendency 
to  aspiration  also  shews  itself  in  Irish  words  obviously  derived  from 
the  Latin,  or  at  least  cognate  with  it,  as  in  the  following  list : 


LATIN. 

ANCIENT  IRISH. 

MODERN  IRIS 

Scribo. 

Scpib. 

ScptoB. 

Dominicus. 

Domnac. 

DoTTinac. 

Baculus. 

6acull. 

6acall. 

Figura. 

Fijuip. 

Fio^uip. 

Lorica. 

Cupec. 

Cuipeac. 

Clericus. 

Clépec. 

Cléipeac, 

Medium. 

nieoon. 

nieaDon. 

Lego. 

i^ejim. 

6óijim. 

Cathedra. 

Caraip. 

Cacao  1  p. 

Grex — gregis. 

5p^5- 

5r^'5- 

Rex — regis. 

R15. 

R15. 

Sagitta. 

Sajir. 

Soijeao. 

Magister. 

rriajjifcep. 

niáij^ipcip. 
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LATIN. 

Imago — ^imaginis. 

Remus. 

Similifl. 

HumilÍB. 

Capra. 

Rota. 

Gladius. 

Cor — cordis. 

Frater. 

Pater. 

Mater. 


ANCIENT  niBH. 

Ram. 

8am  il. 

Umal. 

^abop. 

Roc. 

Clooim. 

Cpmi. 

6pacip. 

Qeaip. 


MODERN  IKISH. 

lomái^. 

Ram. 

Samuil. 

Uihall. 

3aBap. 

Roc. 

Cloioeam. 

Cpoioe. 

6pácaip. 

Qcaip. 

THácaip. 


niacaip. 

Many  of  the  same  words,  and  others  besides,  are  also  aspi- 
rated in  several  of  the  modem  languages  of  Europe,  as  the  French, 
Moyen  from  Medium:  avoir  from  habere  í  caréme  (anciently  ca- 
resme)  from  quadragesima ;  eveque  (or  evesque)  from  episcoptis  ; 
noel  (Irish  nocluij,  or  nooluiy),  from  natalis;  pére  from  pater ; 
mere  from  mater:  lieu  from  locus:  lien  from  li^amen;  rayon 
from  radius:  froid  irom  frigidus :  rire  from  ridere:  lire  from 
legere :  boire  from  bibere ;  croire  from  credere^  &c.  In  Italian, 
avere  from  hctbere:  povero  ixom pauper:  tavola  from  tabula^  &c. 

Table  of  Aspirated  Consonants. 
The  following  Table  exhibits  the  aspirated  sounds 
of  the  consonants,  as  derived  from  the  general  analogies 
of  the  language,  together  with  the  present  pronunciation 
throughout  the  provinces : 

6b,  or  6. 

1.  bb,  orb,  as  written  in  the  printed  Erse  and  some 
Irish  books,  is  pronounced  in  Munster  like  t?,  but  has  a 
sound  nearly  as  soil  as  ti;  in  the  English  word  wool  in 
the  northern  half  of  Ireland,  as  a  bo,  his  cow ;  a  baile, 
his  town. 

In  the  beginning  of  words  between  two  short  broad 
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vowels  it  sounds  softly,  like  u  or  w,  in  every  part  of 
Ireland,  as  gabap,  a  goat ;  j'cabac,  a  hawk ;  rpeabab, 
ploughing;  apbap,  corn.  In  this  situation  it  loses  all 
its  consonantal  power,  and  becomes  a  vowel,  like  w  in 
the  English  word  power. — See  remarks  on  the  vowel  a. 
But  if  the  vowel  preceding  or  following  it  be  long,  then 
it  has  the  sound  of  v  or  w  consonant,  as  gabail,  taking ; 
cógbáil,  raising ;  DÍosbáil,  harm,  &c. 

2.  b  slender,  exactly  like  the  English  v^  as  bi,  was; 
beipim,  I  give. 

In  the  counties  of  Kilkenny,  Tipperarj,  and  Waterford,  and  in 
most  parts  of  Munster,  h  slender  is  often  quiescent  in  the  middle  of 
words,  as  paioBip,  rich;  aoibneap,  happiness;  luibeanna,  herbs, 
pronounced  si^h-ir,  eenis,  lucena ;  but  in  the  northern  half  of  Ire- 
land these  words  are  correctly  pronounced  sevcir,  eecnis,  luivenna. 

This  consonant,  b,  never  appears  with  an  aspiration  in  Leabhar 
na  h-Uidhri,  which  may  lead  some  to  conclude  that  it  was  anciently 
pronounced  h  where  we  pronounce  it  v  at  present.  Thus  in  Tain 
Bo  Cuaxlgne  :  ni  pip  pon  em  ol  meob,  "  that  is  not  true  indeed 
quoth  Meave"  (for  the  modern  ni  ptop  pm,  eim,  ol  TTleaDb):  do 
na  pluajaib,  for  do  na  pluajaiB. 

It  has  indeed  been  a  great  puzzle  to  Irish  grammarians  whether  the 
consonants  left  thus  unaspirated  by  the  ancients  were  intended  by 
them  to  be  pronounced  according  to  their  radical  or  aspirated  sounds. 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  ancient  pronunciation  differed  from 
the  modern  in  retaining  the  radical  sounds  of  some  consonants 
which  the  moderns  aspirate ;  but  it  may  have  happened  that  the 
ancients  thought  it  superfluous  to  mark  some  letters  in  situations 
where  they  were  always  aspirated,  such  as  in  the  ablative  plural,  iB ; 
in  GO,  the  termination  of  verbal  nouns,  &c.  &c. 

Ch,  or  C. 

1.  Ch,  or  c,  broad,  has  a  deep  guttural  sound,  which 
does  not  at  present  exist  in  English,  but  it  is  found  in 
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the  Lowlands  of  Scotland,  in  such  words  as  thought^ 
daughter^  &c.,  as  Deoc,  a  drnik ;  a  cof',  his  foot. 

It  is  curious  that  O'Mollov,  who  wrote  his  Irish  Grammar  at 
Rome  in  the  year  1677,  describes  ihegh  iu  the  English  word  sought 
as  guttural,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  was  then  so  pro- 
nounced. His  words  are :  **  h  autem  afficiens  c  praestat  vt  utra- 
que  sonent  gutturalitcr,  qualiter  vel  Angli  enunciant  jh  in  vocula 
poujhc,  vel  Florentini  litteram  c  in  Diica,  vel  Hispani  litteram  g 
in  ^tigelo,  vt  each,  Latinis  equus^ — Grammatica  Latino-Hihcr- 
nica,  p.  25. 

It  is  stated  by  some  grammarians  that  c  before  the  triphthong 
uaiapproximates  to  the  sound  off,  as  ciiaio  (j)ron.  foo-ee)  he  went ; 
but  this  sound  is  confined  to  North  Connaught.  It  is  unknown  in 
Leinstcr,  Munster,  and  South  Connaught,  and  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  a  sound  of  c  in  the  general  language,  but  the  puaio  of 
North  Connaught  should  be  considered  as  a  dialectic  form  of  cuaio. 

2.  Ch,  or  c,  slender,  has  a  smooth  guttural  sound, 
which  may  be  represented  by  the  Greek  x  hi  x^^^j  ^^ 
a  ciall,  his  sense  ;  a  ceann,  his  head.  In  the  southern 
half  of  Ireland  c  slender  in  the  middle  and  end  of 
words  is  pronounced  faintly,  like  the  English  /i,  as  eic, 
horses;  oíóce,  night;  pice,  twenty  ;  but  in  Connaught 
and  Ulster  it  has  its  regular  slender  sound  in  these 
situations. 

In  the  counties  of  Monaghan  and  Louth,  in  parts  of  Meath, 
and  some  of  the  adjoining  districts,  ac  in  the  termination  of  words 
is  pronounced  very  faintly,  like  ak ;  and  c  broad,  when  coming  be- 
fore c,  is  totally  sunk,  as  bocr,  poor,  lectcc,  a  monument ;  pro- 
nounced boc,  leuc.  The  English  have  also  rejected  the  guttural 
sounds  of  their  ^A  in  similar  situations,  as  bought,  sought,  thought, 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  English  analogy  has  exercised  an 
influence  over  the  pronunciation  of  the  Irish  language  in  South 
Ulster  and  Meath.  Throughout  the  southern  counties  of  Ulster  c 
broad,  in  the  beginning  of  words,  is  pronounced  faintly,  like  h,  as 
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conaic,  he  saw,  pronounced  as  if  written  húiníc.  In  fact,  the  Irish 
spoken  in  these  counties  has  scarcely  a  single  guttural  sound,  so 
that  it  may  be  said  to  have,  in  a  great  measure,  lost  one  of  the  most 
striking  characteristics  of  the  language. 

t)h,  or  I). 

1.  Oh  or  n,  broad,  has  a  deep  guttural  sound  to 
which  no  equivalent  is  found  in  English,  but  it  may  be 
described  as  y^  broad  and  guttural,  as  a  óalca,  his  fos- 
ter-son ;  a  óojiap,  his  door. 

2.  D,  slender,  sounds,  in  the  beginning  of  words, 
exactly  like  y  in  year^  as  a  Ohia,  O  God.  In  the 
middle  and  end  of  words,  which  are  not  compounds, 
6,  whether  broad  or  slender,  is  totally  quiescent. 

This  consonant  seldom,  if  ever,  appears  with  an  aspiration  in 
the  Book  of  Armagh  or  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri;  thus  in  thejlatter 
we  find  1  noiaio  for  a  n-oiaio,  after;  polr  buioi  puippi,  for  pole 
buiDi  puippi  (or,  as  it  would  be  written  in  the  modern  Irish,  polr 
buióe  uipri),  **  yellow  hair  upon  her  head.*'  Do  rapelbuo  a  cpora 
for  oo  raipealbuD  a  cpora,  to  exhibit  his  personal  form. 

Throughout  the  northern  half  of  Ireland  (lo,  in  the  termination 
of  dissyllables  and  polysyllables,  is  pronounced  like  oo^  somewhat 
nasal;  but,  as  already  remarked,  this  in  reality  is  the  sound  of  am, 
which  is  the  dialectic  termination  of  verbs  in  Connaught  and  Ul- 
ster, and  not  a  sound  of  ao,  as  some  have  supposed.  Thus,  oeanao, 
doing,  should  be  written,  according  to  the  Connaught  pronunciation, 
DÍonarii;  according  to  the  Ulster  pronunciation  oeunam;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  Munster  pronunciation,  oecinao — See  the  remarks 
on  the  pronunciation  of  ao,  pp.  9  and  10,  siq>ra. 

In  the  past  tense  of  the  indicative  passive  uó  is  pronounced  uj 
in  the  counties  of  Kilkenny,  Tipperary,  Waterford,  and  parts  of 
Limerick,  but  ac  in  the  other  counties  of  Munster.  These,  how- 
ever, cannot  be  considered  real  sounds  of  ao,  but  dialectic  pecu- 

II 
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liarities  in  the  termination  of  the  verb.  In  the  third  person 
singular  of  the  consuetudinal  past  tense,  active  voice,  it  is  pro- 
nounced eac  in  the  south,  as  buaileao  pe,  he  used  to  strike. 

t)ha  or  oa  in  the  termination  of  adjectives  is  pronounced  5a  in 
Munster,  as  cpooa,  brave ;  mópóu,  majestic ;  oiaóa,  divine,  pro- 
nounced as  if  written  cpoja,  mopja,  oiaja.  O'Molloy  says  that  o 
after  p  is  pronounced  p :  **  Nota  denique  si  dh  in  vna  syllaba  sequatur 
ad  p  finientem  priorem  voculae  syllabam,  quod  totum  suum  tunc 
Ronum  commutet  in  aliud  p,  vt  opoha  an  peap  O  mopoha,  latine, 
O'Morus  est  vir  aureus,  quod  effertur  ac  si  scriberetur  oppa  an 
peap  O  TTIoppa." — Grammatica  Ladno-Hibernica,  p.  60.  This, 
however,  is  the  Meath  pronunciation  of  the  Irish  language,  and  can- 
not be  considered  general,  original,  or  analogical,  and  the  broad 
guttural  sound  of  ó  should  be  used  in  this  instance. 

Ph  or  p. 
p  is  quiescent  in  every  situation,  as  a  puil,  his  blood; 
an  pip,  of  the  man.     The  vowel  following  this  quies- 
cent p  is  very  forcibly  pronounced. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  this  quiescent  p  is  frequently  omitted 
altogether,  which  often  causes  great  obscurity,  as  o'  opbuo  for 
d' popbao,  to  finish. — C/trofi.  Scot.,  ad  afi7i.,  1126.  D' uapair 
00 up  D*  laonu JQD  for  o'  puapaic  ajup  d'  piaonujao. — See  Battle 
of  Magh  Rath,  pp.  92,  93.  This  omission  of  the  radical  letter  is 
called,  in  Cormac's  Glossary,  oicneó  copaij^,  i.  e.  initial  decapita- 
tioUy  or  ^pJiceresis.  Sometimes  it  is  omitted  out  of  mere  whim,  as 
op  cuil  ocup  op  cpeoil  for  op  c'puil  ajup  op  c'peoil. — LeabJuir 
Br  eac  y  fol.  1 11,  Í»,  ^. 

5h  or  5. 

1.  5?  broad,  has  a  deep  guttural  sound,  to  which  no 
equivalent  is  found  in  English.  It  is  precisely  the 
sound  of  Ó,  broad. 

In  the  middle  and  end  of  words  5,  or  gh,  has  the 
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same  power  as  the  English  gh  in  high^  might,  sight, 
namely,  gh  has  no  sound,  but  the  preceding  vowel  is 
long,  as  apDuijiTTi,  I  exalt ;  olijje,  law ;  iijoap,  an 
author ;  puj,  juice. 

It  is  very  probable  that  ^  had  originally  a  guttural  sound  similar 
to  that  of  yA,  as  pronounced  by  the  Lowland  Scotch  in  the  words 
daughter^  sought^  &c.  It  is  remarkable,  that  in  those  verbs  and  ver- 
bal nouns  in  which  the  Irish  write  j,  the  Highlanders  write  ch^  as, 
Irish,  poiUf  lujao,  ^AT^e^foiUseachadh^  &c.  This  shews  that  the  Irish, 
like  the  modern  English,  have  made  some  progress  in  getting  rid 
of  the  guttural  sounds  of  their  language. — See  Observations  on  ch. 

In  the  middle  of  proper  names  of  men  5a,  or  5U,  is  pronounced 
like  ao  in  Connaught,  or  uee  in  the  English  word  queen,  as  F^^ip- 
jap,  Qonjai',  Ceapjap,  Peapjal,  Oon^al,  pronounced  as  if  written 
Farrees,  Aenees,  Larrees,  Farreely  Doneel ;  jail  is  pronounced 
^^/ in  some  verbal  nouns,  as  peaojail,  pronounced  ^íi^íí^^/ ;  but 
these  must  be  considered  corruptions,  although  at  present  almost 
general  throughout  Ireland.  The  surname  O'Peapjail  is  uni- 
versally pronounced  O' Farreely  and  written  O'Peappaoill  in  the 
margin  of  p.  120  of  John  MacTornaO'Mulconry*s  copy  of  Keating's 
History  of  Ireland,  by  a  bad  Irish  scholar  of  the  name,  who  read  the 
book  in  1778. 

2.  5  '^^^s,  when  slender,  the  same  sound  and  power 
as  6  slender. 

mh,  or  ni. 

1.  TTl,  broad,  in  the  beginning  of  a  word,  is  pro- 
nounced, in  the  south  of  Ireland,  like  v,  but  in  the 
north  of  Ireland  like  w,  as  a  riiala,  his  brow;  a  rharaip, 
his  mother.  In  the  middle  of  words  it  loses  almost  all 
its  consonantal  power,  and  becomes  a  nasal  u  or  w,  as 
pampaó,  summer ;  oampaó,  dancing ;  carhnac,  a  field ; 
gamnac,  a  milch  cow. 
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The  syllable  oih  in  these  situations  is  generally  pronounced  oo 
nasal  in  Munster,  except  in  parts  of  Kerry,  where  it  retains  its  real 
analogical  sound  of  a2i,  as  pronounced  by  the  Germans.  The  broad 
•ound  of  ni  varies  a  good  deal  in  the  provinces,  and  stands  in  need 
of  a  grammatical  standard.  The  most  analogical  sound  is  au  Ger- 
man, but  00  nasal  is  much  more  general  at  present. 

2.  itl,  slender,  sounds  like  b  or  í;,  but  is  slightly 
nasal,  as  y^eirh,  mild ;  a  rhian,  his  desire. 

The  only  difference  between  the  sounds  of  m  and  b  is  that  the 
rii  is  somewhat  nasal.  Some  grammarians  have  erroneously  set 
down  the  sounds  of  these  aspirates  as  exactly  similar.  Neilson 
(Irish  Gramuiar,  p.  143)  supposes  that  both  were  originally  pro- 
nounced like  ?;,  but  custom,  and  the  analogy  of  articulate  sounds, 
are  opposed  to  this  opinion.  O'Molloy,  who  published  his  Irish 
Grammar  at  Kome  in  1G77,  takes  particular  notice  of  the  nasal 
sound  of  mh.  His  words  are,  p.  30  :  **Tnh  positavbicumquevolueris 
Hibernis  sonat  quod  v  digamma  seu  consonans,  quasi  elata  tamen 
per  nares ;  vt  a  mhachaip  mhciich,  latine,  bona  mater  :  ita  tamen 
vt  efferantur  per  nares."  Dr.  O'Brien  also  draws  a  strong  line  of 
distinction  between  them  in  his  Irish  Dictionary  (Remarks  on  the 
letter  M).  He  says :  ''  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  though  m  aspirated  is 
frequently  substituted  in  the  place  of  an  aspirated  b,  and  vice  versa^ 
yet  it  is  tlirough  want  of  judgment  in  the  writer,  inasmuch  as  the 
vowel  or  vowels  whicli  precede  the  latter,  are  pronounced  with  a 
stronger,  clearer,  and  more  open  expiration  than  those  that  pre- 
cede the  former.  This  diircrcnce  of  pronunciation  is  sensibly  obser- 
vable ;  for  example,  between  treabh,  a  tribe,  and  leamhy  insipid,  as 
well  as  between  sc/abhuidhCjii  slave,  and  snamhuidhe,  a  swimmer." 

N  is  found  with  a  full  dot  over  it  in  some  very  old 
manuscripts,  from  which  some  grammarians  have  classed 
it  among  the  aspirated  consonants,  but  as  the  change 
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effected  in  the  situations  where  it  is  thus  marked  seems 
rather  a  hardening  of  its  sound,  it  cannot  be  called  an 
aspiration  with  propriety. 

ph,  or  p. 

ph,  or  p,  sounds  exactly  like  ph  in  English,  as  a 
pian,  his  pain. 

It  is  curious  to  observe  the  analogy  of  these  aspirations  :  b  be- 
comes v^  p  becomes/*,  and  when  p»  which  is  an  aspiration  of  p,  is  as- 
pirated itself,  its  sound  is  totally  destroyed.  In  Connaught  p,  or  ph, 
is  quiescent  in  the  vocative  case  of  proper  names  derived  from  the 
Greek,  as  a  philip,  0  Philip,  but  the  reason  is,  because  the  speakers 
of  Irish  in  that  province  look  upon  the  name  Philip  as  written  with 

an  p  in  the  nominative,  not  with  a  p.     In  other  parts  of  Ireland     « 

•—^  -^*  *', 

they  pronounce  a  philip  as  if  written  a  Pilib.     Stewart  remarks,  ^i^, 

in  his  Gaelic  Grammar  (second  edit.,  p.  13),  that  **  Ph  is  found  in 
no  Gaelic  word  which  is  not  inflected,  except  a  few  words  trans- 
planted from  the  Greek  or  the  Hebrew,  in  which  ^7*  represents  the 
Greek  ^,  or  the  Hebrew  b.  It  might  perhaps  be  more  proper  to 
represent  6  hyp  rather  than ^^ ;  and  to  represent  ^  by/j  as  the 
Italians  have  done  mjilosqfia^jilologia,  &c.,  by  which  some  ambi- 
guities and  anomalies  in  declension  would  be  avoided." 

R  is  sometimes  marked  with  a  dot  in  ancient  manu- 
scripts. 

See  above.  Observations  under  "R,  radical.  It  should  be  remark- 
ed here  that  the  aspirated  sound  (as  it  is  called)  of  p  is  nothing 
more  than  its  slender  sound.  It  is  unknown  in  the  counties  of 
Kilkenny,  Waterford,  and  Tipperary,  but  strongly  marked  in  the 
other  counties  of  Munster.  The  late  Mr.  Scurry,  in  his  Review  of 
the  Irish  Grammars,  published  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Eoyal  Irish  Academy,  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  this 
aspirated  sound  of  p,  and  of  the  other  immutable  consonants,  is  a 
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mistake.  HU  words  are,  in  reviewing  O'Brien's  Irish  Grammar : 
*^  The  immutable  consonants  are  treated  of  correctly,  except  when 
he  states  that  '  the  immutables  at  the  b^inning  of  words,  which 
have  a  reference  either  to  objects  of  the  feminine  gender  or  to  ob- 
jects or  things  of  the  plural  number,  are  pronounced  double.'  This 
has  been  asserted  by  many  of  his  predecessors,  but,  with  deference 
to  such  respectable  authorities,  they  have,  in  my  opinion,  no  vari* 
ation  of  sound  but  what  they  obtain  from  the  vowels  with  which 
they  are  combined  in  a  syllable,  like  the  other  consonants." 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  case  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  of 
which  the  critic  was  a  native ;  but  not  in  Clare,  Kerry,  Limerick, 
or  Cork ;  and  it  appears  from  O'Molloy's  remarks  on  the  liquids 
I,  m,  n,  p,  that  they  were  under  influences  difierent  from  those  of 
their  adjoining  vowels,  in  his  time,  in  Meath,  of  which  he  was  a 
native. — See  his  Grammatica  Latino-Htbemica^  pp.  33-36. 

Sh,  or  S. 

S  sounds  exactly  like  h  in  the  English  words  hall, 
hiU,  as  a  pal,  his  heel ;  a  j'iol,  his  posterity.  This  as- 
pirate never  appears  in  the  middle  or  end  of  radical 
words,  nor  in  the  end  of  any  word.  8  before  the  conso- 
nants b,  c,  D,  5,  ni,  p,  c,  is  never  aspirated. 

8  being  a  sibilant  dwindles,  when  aspirated,  into  the  less  dis- 
tinct sound  of  h,  which  is  in  accordance  with  the  definition  of 
aspiration  above  given.  In  the  Book  of  Lecan  h  is  prefixed  to  p  to 
mark  its  aspiration,  as  "  cpi  caipij  ap  cip  pi  h  piop." — See  Tribes, 
efc.y  of  Hy-Fiachrach^  p.  216,  line  3.  This  mode  is  also  recom- 
mended by  Donlevy,  but»  in  my  opinion,  it  is  of  no  advantage  what* 
ever. 

O'Molloy  states,  in  his  Irish  Grammar,  p.  ^^  that  p  coming 
after  ^  in  compound  words  is  quiescent,  as  in  bo^hponach,  but 
this  is  confined  to  Meath  and  the  southern  counties  of  Ulster,  as 
shall  be  pointed  out  in  a  subsequent  portion  of  this  Grammar. 
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Ch,  or  t. 
tTh,  or  r,  sounds  also  like  the  English  h,  and  appears 
very  frequently  in  the  beginning,  middle,  and  end  of 
words,  as  a  roil,  his  will ;  cpur,  shape  or  form. 

It  must  be  acknowledged  that,  according  to  the  analogy  of  arti- 
culate sounds,  h  is  too  weak  an  aspirate  of  c,  as  is  indeed  y  of  o. 
But  a  grammarian  can  never  correct  anomalies  of  this  kind,  which 
have  been  so  long  and  so  uniformly  established  by  the  tendencies 
of  the  language. 

In  the  province  of  Ulster,  and  in  the  counties  of  Louth  and 
Meath,  r  broad  is  scarcely  heard  at  all  in  the  middle  of  words,  as 
Carán,  Caralan,  the  proper  names  of  men ;  bórop,  a  road ;  araip, 
a  father ;  pronounced  as  if  written  caán,  caalán,  bóap,  aáip ; 
but  this  must  be  considered  a  great  corruption,  and  should  be  re- 
jected, as  tending  to  enfeeble  the  language,  as  Dr.  Stewart  phrases 
it,  '*  by  mollifying  its  bones  and  relaxing  its  nerves.'*  In  the  ad- 
jective mair,  and  other  words,  r  slender  is  pronounced  like  c;  but 
this  is  not  to  be  approved  of,  neither  is  it  general. 

In  the  end  of  words  r  is  very  faintly  sounded,  as  cpur,  shape ; 
olur,  close ;  cnuc,  envy ;  cpior,  trembling ;  but  when  such  words 
are  followed  in  sentences  by  words  beginning  with  vowels,  the  r  is 
heard  as  distinctly  as  h  in  the  English  word  hcUl^  as  cpuc  an 
cpéinpip,  the  personal  form  of  the  mighty  man  ;  cpir  an  bean,  the 
woman  trembled.  In  the  counties  of  Kilkenny,  Tipperary,  and 
Waterford,  r  broad,  at  the  end  of  monosyllabic  words,  is  pronounced 
like  c  broad,  as  50  bpár,  for  ever;  ppur,  a  stream;  lor,  agility, 
pronounced  as  if  written  50  bpác,  ppuc,  cioc,  luc.  This  is  a  cor- 
ruption in  the  other  extreme,  but  one  not  analogically  adhered  to, 
for  the  genitives  of  these  words  are  pronounced  correctly  in  these 
counties,  as  bpára,  ppora,  ceara,  pronounced  as  if  written  bpáho, 
fpoha,  ceaba. 

It  is  recommended  by  Donlevy  (in  his  Elements  of  the  Irish  Lan- 
guage, annexed  to  his  Irish  Catechism,  p.  514),  to  place  the  letter 
b  before  f  and  c  in  the  beginning  of  a  word  where,  when  aspirated, 
they  are  entirely  silent,  as  we  have  just  seen ;  but  this,  although 
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examples  of  it  occur  in  the  Book  of  Lecan,  and  other  authorities, 
is  not  to  be  recommended,  if  the  system  of  aspirating  the  conso- 
nants by  dots  be,  as  we  have  attempted  to  shew,  the  best ;  besides, 
to  prefix  the  h  would  savour  more  of  the  system  of  eclipsis  than 
of  aspiration,  and  conAise  the  learner. 

Having  now  shewn  the  nature  of  aspiration,  it  will 
be  necessary  in  this  place  to  say  a  few  words  of  the  gram- 
matical use  made  of  it  in  the  language,  although  this 
more  properly  belongs  to  Syntax. 

Aspiration  is  used  not  only  in  forming  compound 
words,  but  also  to  point  out  the  gender  of  adjectives 
and  possessive  pronouns.  It  is  chiefly  caused  by  the 
influence  of  simple  prepositions  and  other  particles,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  rules,  which  include 
every  possible  case  in  which  aspiration  can  occur  in  this 
language,  and  which  the  learner  should  commit  to  me- 
moiy. 

1.  In  all  compound  words,  whether  the  first  part  be 
an  adjective  or  a  substantive,  the  initial  of  the  second  is 
aspirated,  if  of  the  aspirable  class,  as  oea2;-6ume,  a  good 
man ;  ceann-rhop,  big-headed. 

The  exceptions  to  this  rule,  which  are  few,  shall  be  pointed  out 
in  the  proper  place. 

The  initials  of  all  genitives  singular  of  proper  names  of  men 
and  women  are  always  aspirated;  except  in  surnames  of  families, 
as  O'Peapjail,  OTarrell;  ITIac  Doiiinaill,  Mac  Donnell;  but  if 
we  wished  to  express  "  grandson  of  Fearghal,"  or  "  son  of  Domh- 
nall,'*  we  should  write  O'Pheap^afl,  mac  Dhomnaill. 

2.  After  the  following  simple  prepositions,  the  ini- 
tials of  all  nouns  are  aspirated  (if  aspirable),  viz.,  aip, 
on ;  ap,  out  of ;  oe,  of,  or  off;  Do,  to  ;  pa,  po,  or  paoi. 
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under;  ó  from  im,  about;  cap,  over;  cpe,  through; 
map,  as,  or  like  to. 

3.  After  the  possessive  pronouns  mo,  my ;  oo,  thy; 
a,  his. 

4.  The  article  aspirates  the  initials  of  all  feminine 
nouns  in  the  nominative,  and  of  masculine  nouns  in  the 
genitive. 

5.  The  interjection  a  or  o,  sign  of  the  vocative  case, 
also  causes  aspiration. 

6.  In  verbs  the  initials  are  aspirated  by  the  particle 
ni,  not,  and  ma,  if;  and  also  by  the  particle  t)o,  or  po, 
prefixed  to  the  past  tenses  of  the  indicative  mood,  or  to 
the  conditional  mood,  and  the  aspiration  is  retained  even 
if  this  particle  be  left  understood.  The  initial  of  the 
verb  is  also  aspirated  (if  aspirable)  after  the  relative  a, 
who,  whether  expressed  or  understood,  and  after  the 
particle  Do,  a  sign  of  the  infinitive  mood. 


Section  3. —  Of  certain  Combinations  of  Consonants  which 

do  not  easily  coalesce. 

According  to  the  modern  pronunciation  of  the  Irish 
language  the  following  combinations  of  consonants  do 
not  coalesce,  and  a  very  short  vowel  is  heard  between 
them : 

be,  as  in  lúbra,  bent,  pronounced  lúpara. 

dI*^,     „      olúr,     close,  „  oolur. 

lb,     „      fcolb,   a  scollop,  ,,  fcol-ób. 

^  In  the  beginning  of  words  only. 
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Ig,  aa  in  bol^»  a  belly,  prononnoed  bj^llo^. 

Ip»         „    colpOy         the  thigh,  „         colópa 

nnc,       „    OonncoD,    a  man's  name,  „         Donnaéaó. 

pb,         „     bopb,  fierce,  „  bopob. 

pB,         „    oeapb,         certain,  ,j         oeapaB. 

pc,         „    Dopoa,        dark,  „  oopaca. 

pm,        „     Copmac,    a  man's  name,  „  Copamac. 

rP>         9f    r^ifP®^^    *  yo'^®  ^^  horses,      „         peif ipeac. 
pn,         „    copn,  a  goblet,  „  coppdix 

rn,         „    airne,         a  commandment,      „         aivtne. 

The  other  combmations  of  consonants  coalesce  as 
readily  as  in  English. 

In  ancient  Irish  poetry,  however,  no  allowance  is  made  for  the 
short  vowel  inserted  by  the  modem  pronunciation,  from  which  it 
may  fidrly  be  concluded  that  the  ancient  Irish  pronounced  such 
words  as  pcolb,  bopb,  ^qt^,  as  the  English  would  pronounce 
similar  combinations  of  consonants  at  the  present  day.  Thus,  in 
the  poem  attributed  to  Toma  Eigeas,  the  word  bopb  is  clearly  in- 
tended to  be  pronounced  as  one  syllable,  not  bop-ob,  as  it  is  at 
present. 

"  6opb  a  D-qieacban  pop  2;ac  qiáij^ 
Miall  mac  Garac  ITIui^iheaóaia*' 


Sbction  4. — Of  Eclipsis  of  Consonants. 

Eclipsis  in  Irish  Grammar  may  be  defined  the  sup- 
pression of  the  sounds  of  certain  radical  consonants,  by 
prefixing  others  of  the  same  organ.  This  owes  its 
origin  to  a  desire  of  euphony,  or  facility  of  utterance. 
All  the  consonants  are  capable  of  eclipsis,  except  the 
liquids  I,  m,  n,  p. 
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up  ^eupc 

dp  nopa]"». 

up  bull. 

up  njopr. 

up  biun. 

up  Dip. 

m  eclipses  b,  as  up  m-bo,      our  cow,       pronounced  up  mo. 
c,  as  up  j^j-ceupc,  our  right, 
t),  as  áp  n-oopup,  our  door, 
p,  as  up  b-puiL,     our  blood, 
5,  as  up  njopc,     our  field, 
p,  as  ap  b-piun,    our  pain, 
c,  as  ap  o-cip,       our  country, 
p. — See  p.  61. 

It  appears  from  this  table,  that  the  eclipsing  conso- 
nant is  always  softer  than  the  initial  radical  which  is 
eclipsed  ;  as  m,  a  narisonant  semivowel,  for  b,  a  sonant 
mute;  3,  a  sonant  palatal,  for  c,  a  mute;  n,  a  narisonant 
semivowel,  for  o,  a  sonant  mute ;  b,  a  sonant  sibilant, 
for  p,  a  pure  sibilant;  ng,  a  narisonant  semivowel,  which 
should  be  represented  by  one  character**,  for  5,  a  sonant; 


n 


^  This  is  a  defect  in  the  sys- 
tem of  eclipsis,  for  in  the  pro- 
nunciation 5  is  not  eclipsed  by  n, 
but  by  a  simple  sound,  which 
the  combination  nj  is  a  con- 
ventional mode  of  expressing. 
O'Molloy,  in  his  Grammar,  p.  63, 
takes  notice  of  this  incongruity  : 
"Eclipsis  ng^  vulgo  uipohmjh- 
Gbh  niacul,  hoc  habot  speciale, 
quod  g  non  penitus  taceatur,  sed 
aliqualiter  vno  tractu  simul  cum 
n  efferatur,  vt  ap  njopc  latine, 
nostra  seges^  Compare  the  quo- 
tation from  Professor  Latham, 
under  nj,  p.  35.  • 

For  this  reason  n  should  never 
be  separated  from  the  5  by  a  hy- 
phen. Some  have  remarked  that 
it  would  be  better  to  omit  the 
eclipsed  consonant,  as  in  the 
Welsh  ;  but  this  would,  in  Irish, 
lead  to  endless  confusion,  as  the 
radical  letter  of  the  word  would, 


in  almost  every  instance,  be  dis- 
guised ;  and  though  this  is  un- 
avoidably the  case  in  the  spoken 
language,  yet  it  has  been  thought 
advisable  to  preserve,  in  the 
written  language,  the  radical 
consonant  in  every  instance,  even 
at  the  risk  of  often  giving  the 
words  a  crowded  and  awkward 
appearance.  On  this  subject 
O'Molloy  remarks  :  "Aduerte  ex 
dictis  nunquam  scqui,  quod  in 
scriptione  liceat  literam  mergen- 
dam  omitti,  esto  omittatur  in 
sono  :  alias  foret  magna  confusio, 
et  ignoraretur  dictio,  sea  sensus 
vocula3,  ejusque  tum  proprietas 
tum    natura." — Grammatical  p. 

Many  instances  could  be  point- 
ed out  where,  if  the  radical  conso- 
nant were  omitted,  the  eye  would 
be  completely  deceived,  as  in  up 
nopo,   which  might  be  referred 


« 
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b,  a  sonant,  for  p,  a  mute  consonant ;  c  eclipsing  p  is 
an  exception,  but  t)  eclipsing  r  is  a  sonant  eclipsing  a 
mute. 

The  reader  is  relerred  to  Dr.  Darwin's  Analysis  of  articulate 
Sounds  for  a  classification  of  the  consonants  exactly  according  to 
this  table  of  Eclipsis,  although  the  author  was  probably  not  aware 
that  such  a  classification  had  been  observed  in  the  practical  gram- 
mar of  any  language,  but  was  purely  guided  by  the  philosophy  of 
articulate  sounds,  to  which  he  gave  the  most  careful  consideration. 

Dr.  Prichard's  remarks  on  this  subject  are  worthy  the  conside- 
ration of  the  student  of  this  language  : 

**  It  is  a  habit  common  to  many  of  the  Indo-European  languages 
to  interchange  certain  letters  according  to  rules  founded  originally 
on  euphony,  or  on  the  facility  of  utterance ;  and  from  this  circum- 
stance arises  the  great  capability  which  these  languages  possess,  of 
composition,  or  the  formation  of  compound  words.  The  substitu- 
tion of  consonants  of  particular  orders  for  their  cognates,  which 
takes  place  in  Greek,  in  the  composition  of  words,  and  in  some  other 
instances,  is  an  example  of  this  peculiarity. 

"  In  Greek,  in  Latin,  and  in  the  German  dialects,  the  mutation 
of  consonants  is  confined  to  words  brought  together  under  very 
peculiar  circumstances,  as  chiefly  when  they  enter  into  the  forma- 
tion of  compound  terms,  and  it  is  scarcely  observed  in  words  which 
still  remain  distinct,  and  are  merely  constituent  parts  of  sentences. 
Either  the  attention  to  euphony,  and  the  ease  of  utterance,  has  not 
extended  so  far,  or  the  purpose  was  attained  by  a  choice  of  colloca- 
tion, the  words  themselves  remaining  unaltered.  But  in  the  San- 
skrit language,  words  merely  in  sequence  have  an  influence  upon 
each  other  in  the  change  of  terminations,  and  sometimes  of  initial 
letters,  on  the  principle  above  alluded  to.*' — Eastern  Origin  of 
the  Celtic  Nations,  pp.  27,  28. 

either  to  up  n-DÓpó,   our  chant,  m-balci,    our  ivall ;   ap   neoca, 

or   (ip    n-6po,    our    order  ;    ap  wliich  miglit  be  either  ap  n-be- 

malu,   which  might  be  referred  oca,  our  drinks,  or  ap  n-eoca, 

to  i.\\\  mala,    our  brow,   or  ap  our  hort^ofs. 
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The  peculiarity  of  the  Sanskrit  here  noticed  is  evidently  of  the 
same  nature  as  the  eclipsis  in  the  Irish  language.  But  it  should  he 
stated  that,  in  Irish,  eclipsis  answers  a  further  purpose  than  that  of 
mere  euphony  or  facility  of  utterance ;  for  it  sometimes  helps  to 
point  out  the  cases  of  nouns  and  the  moods  of  verhs  ;  and  that  the 
learner  may  see  the  exact  nature,  use,  and  extent  of  this  very 
peculiar  accidence,  rules  are  subjoined  (see  p.  62),  pointing  out 
every  case  in  which  it  can  take  place  in  the  language. 

The  letter  p  is  eclipsed  by  c;  but  as  it  forms  an  ex- 
ception to  the  ordinary  rules,  it  ought  not,  perhaps,  to 
have  been  classed  among  the  consonants  that  admit  of 
eclipsis.  In  nouns,  but  not  in  verbs,  the  eclipsis  of  p 
by  c  follows  the  rules  of  aspiration,  not  of  eclipsis ;  that 
is  to  say,  in  all  instances  where  the  article  aspirates  the 
other  consonants,  p  has  c  prefixed,  excepting  where  it 
is  followed  by  b,  c,  D,  5,  m,  p,  c,  in  which  case  it  never 
suffers  any  initial  variation  in  either  nouns  or  verbs. 

The  local  exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  pro- 
per place.  Some  writers  prefix  c  to  p  in  situations  where  others 
aspirate  it,  as,  o'cpouij  Niul  o'a  c-pliocc  lao  féin  D'ainmniojaó 
af  an  Sciria,  "  Niul  ordered  his  progeny  to  name  themselves  from 
Scythia." — Keating,     But  this  is  not  to  be  imitated. 

The  letter  p  never  suffers  eclipsis  in  the  moods  or  tenses  of 
verbs,  or  from  the  influence  of  any  particle  in  any  situation  in  verbs, 
except  in  the  compound  verb  lonqximluijim,  I  imagine,  which 
occurs  in  some  medical  Irish  manuscripts  of  the  fourteenth  century, 
and  in  the  verb  c-piublaijeann,  it  extends  or  proceeds  ;  but  these, 
particularly  the  latter,  must  be  considered  local,  and  a  mere  con- 
ceit of  the  writer. 


The  following  rules  explain  the  grammatical  use  of 
eclipsis  to  indicate  the  inflexions  and  genders  of  nouns, 
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and  the  tenses  or  moods  of  verbs.  They  necessarily 
presuppose  a  knowledge  of  Etymology  and  Syntax,  and 
may  be  passed  over  until  the  student  has  mastered  the 
second  and  third  parts  of  this  Grammar.  They  are  in- 
serted here  in  order  to  complete  l^e  subject  of  eclipm. 

I. — Rules  qfEctipsis  in  Nouns. 

1.  All  initial  consonants  that  admit  of  eclipsis  are 
eclipsed  in  all  nouns  in  the  genitive  case  plural,  when  the 
article  is  expressed,  as  na  m-bapt),  of  the  bards;  na  J-cop, 
of  the  feet ;  na  n-ouan,  of  the  poems ;  na  b-peap,  of 
the  men ;  na  n^opr,  of  the  fields ;  na-b-pian,  of  the 
pains ;  na  D-ronn,  of  the  waves.  Some  writers  eclipse 
these  consonants  even  in  the  absence  of  the  article,  as 
a  n-aimpip  b-peap  m-bol^,  but  this  is  not  general, 
though  the  adoption  of  it  would  tend  to  clearness  and 
distinctness  in  the  language. 

2,  When  the  article  comes  between  any  of  the  sim- 
ple prepositions  and  the  noun,  the  initial  consonant  of 
the  latter,  when  capable  of  eclipsis,  is  eclipsed  in  the 
singular  number,  as  o'n  ín-bápD,  from  the  bard ;  upe 
an  5-coif ,  through  the  foot ;  6'n  b-puil,  from  the  blood ; 
o'n  njopc,  from  the  field ;  o'n  b-pém,  from  the  pain. 
But  O  and  r  are  generally  excepted,  as  a^  an  Dopap, 
at  the  door  ;  ap  an  conn,  on  the  wave.  Also  after 
the  simple  prepositions  a  or  1,  in,  pia,  before,  and  lap, 
after,  with  or  without  the  article,  as  a  m-baile,  in  a 
town ;  I  n-oopap,  in  a  door ;  pia  m-baipDea6,  before 

*  Keating. 


■EST 
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baptism  ;  mp  Ti-t)ul,  after  going.  The  preposition  do, 
to,  forms  an  exception  in  the  western,  but  not  in  tlie 
eastern  counties  of  Munster. 

3.  After  the  possessive  pronouns  ap,  our,  bup,  or  bap, 
your,  a,  their,  all  nouns  beginning  with  eclipsable  con- 
sonants are  eclipsed  in  the  singular  and  plural,  without  a 
single  exception,  as  ap  m-bapo,  our  bard  ;  bap  5-copa, 
your  feet;  a  n-ouanca,  their  poems;  ap  b-pip,  our  men; 
bap  njopc,  your  field ;  a  b-pianca,  their  pains ;  ap 
D-conna,  our  waves. 

II. — Eclipsis  in  Verbs. 

1.  After  the  interrogative  particle  an,  which  is  cog- 
nate with  and  equivalent  to  the  Latin  aw,  all  verbs  be- 
ginning with  eclipsable  consonants  are  eclipsed,  as,  an 
m-buaileann  pe,  does  he  strike  ? 

2.  After  the  particle  nac,  whether  it  means  non^  nec^ 
nequcy  qui  norij  or  anne?  as  Oeipim  nac  m-buaileann 
pé,  I  say  that  he  strikes  not ;  an  cé  nac  m-buaileann, 
he  that  does  not  strike ;  nac  n^uilpip,  wilt  thou  not 
weep? 

3.  After  the  particle  50,  whether  it  means  ut^  or 
yiinarn^  as  50  n-beipim,  that  I  say ;  50  j-cuipiD  Dia 
cm  pac  ope,  may  God  put  prosperity  on  thee,  i.  e.  may 
God  prosper  thee. 

4.  After  t)á,  if  (sign  of  the  conditional  mood) ;  as 
Da  m-buailpinn,  if  I  would  strike. 

5.  After  the  interrogative  ca,  ubi^  where  ?  as  ca 
5-cuippip  e,  where  wilt  thou  put  it? 

6.  After  the  relative  preceded  by  a  preposition  ex- 


64  Of  Eclipsis  in  Verbs.  [part  i. 

pressed  or  understood,  as  6  a  o-cainig,  from  whom 
came ;  i  n-a  b-puil,  in  which  is. 

In  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  the  eclipsing  consonant  is  but 
seldom  prefixed,  from  which  some  grammarians  have  inferred  that 
the  ancients  pronounced  the  radical  consonants  as  they  wrote  them ; 
but  this  is  not  certain,  as  we  find  the  same  writer  sometimes  pre- 
fixing the  eclipsing  consonant,  and  at  other  times  omitting  it  in  the 
same  words,  placed  under  the  same  influence ;  which  seems  to  lead 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  consonants,  in  situations  where  they 
would  now  be  eclipsed,  anciently  changed  their  sound  into  that  of 
the  letter  now  used  to  eclipse  them ;  and  that  the  ancients  thought 
it  unnecessary  to  mark  this  change  where  the  construction  of  the 
sentence,  and  the  ear  of  the  native  scholar,  would  at  once  suggest 
the  pronunciation. 

In  some  manuscripts,  particularly  those  of  the  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth  centuries,  the  letters  c,  p,  p,  r  are  doubled  to  denote 
eclipsis;  thus,  ap  cceapc,  our  right,  for  áp  5-ceapc;  áp  FF"^^> 
our  blood,  for  ap  b-puil ;  ap  ppian,  our  pain,  for  ap  b-pian  ;  ap 
ccip,  our  country,  for  ap  o-cip ;  but  this  is  not  to  be  recommended, 
as  the  prefixed  consonant  could  not  be  then  said  to  eclipse  the  one 
which  follows  it,  but  both  combined  to  assume  the  sound  of  a 
consonant  different  from  either,  a  system  which  would  neither  be 
philosophically  correct  nor  convenient.  The  eclipsing  consonant  is 
separated,  in  some  modern  books,  from  the  radical  one  by  a  hyphen, 
and  sometimes  in  the  ancient  manuscripts  by  a  dot  placed  over  it; 
thus,  maccan  pe  ihbliaDan  oec. — Liber  Hi/mnorwn^  fol.  15,  a. 
QnjiD  Dan  ap  cech  mbap  acr  ec  pp'  ccoctpc,  "  fearful  of  every 
death,  except  death  on  the  bed,"  Id.,  fol.  1 1,  a.  Here  the  dot  over 
the  m  is  not  intended  to  aspirate  it,  but  to  give  notice  that  it  is  an 
adventitious  consonant.  But  the  hyphen  placed  by  the  moderns 
between  the  m  and  the  b  is  now  preferable,  as  in  the  modern  ortho- 
graphy the  dot  is  always  used  to  denote  aspiration,  not  eclipsis.  In 
some  ancient  manuscripts  p  is  dotted  to  denote  that  it  is  eclipsed,  as 
6uananD,  muimme  na  piann  for  6uanann,  muime  na  b-pian, 
<<Buanann,  nurse  of  the  heroes,"  Cor. Gloss. y  in  voce  buanani>;  and 
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in  the  Leahhar  JSreac,  lap  pochujuo  cell  ocup  conbal  n-imoa,  lap 
pepraib  ociip  aoampaib  acra  lin  jainem  mapa,  no  penoai  mine, 
lap  n-oéipc  ajup  rpocaipe,  yc,  "after  building  many  churches 
and  monasteries,  after  performing  miracles  and  wonders  as  nume- 
rous as  the  sands  of  the  sea,  or  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  after  works 
of  charity  and  mercy,"  &c. — f^ita  Brigidce  in  Leahhar  Breac^ 
fol.  33,  h. 

We  shall  conclude  jhe  subject  of  the  grammatical 
use  of  eclipsis  by  observing,  that  in  every  situation  where 
an  initial  consonant  is  eclipsed,  an  initial  vowel  takes  n, 
as  ap  n-apan,  our  bread. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  eclipsis  is  sometimes  used,  for  no  gram- 
matical reason  whatever,  but  merely  for  euphony,  as  poillpi 
n-5péini,  the  light  of  the  sun  ;  and  hence  also  we  find  n  inserted 
before  an  initial  vowel,  without  any  grammatical  necessity,  as 
cuaipc  n-aimpipe,  a  circle  of  time. — See  p.  71. 
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ETYMOLOGY. 


Etymology  is  that  part  of  practical  grammar  which 
reduces  to  fixed  rules  the  changes  of  forms  which  words 
undergo  in  one  and  the  same  language.  It  is  not  to  be 
confounded  with  general  Etymology,  which  treats  of  the 
changes  that  words  undergo  in  passing  from  one  lan- 
guage to  another. 

OF  THE  PARTS  OF  SPEECH. 

There  are  nine  classes,  or  divisions  of  words,  or,  as 
they  are  called,  parts  of  speech^  viz.,  article,  noun-sub- 
stantive, noun-adjective,  pronoun,  verb,  adverb,  prepo- 
sition, conjunction,  and  interjection. 


CHAPTER  L 

OF    THE    ARTICLE. 


The  Irish  language  has  but  one  article,  an,  which 
has,  in  general,  the  same  signification  as  the  English 
definite  article  the^  as  an  peap,  the  man ;  an  bean,  the 
woman.     When  this  article  is  not  prefixed,  the  noun  is 
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translated  with  the  indefinite  article  in  English*,   as 
peap,  a  man ;  bean,  a  woman. 

The  form  of  the  article  is  an  throughout  all  cases  of 
the  singular,  except  the  genitive  feminine,  in  which  it 
becomes  na ;  na  is  also  the  form  for  all  cases  of  the 
plural  in  both  genders. 

The  prepositions  03,  at,  and  im,  with,  or  about,  preceding  the 
article,  combine  with  it,  and  are  written  in  old,  and  some  modem, 
manuscripts,  icon,  con,  imon,  immon,  mun,  as  po  raippen  icon 
fleaó,  "he  exhibited  them  at  the  feast,"  Cor.Gloas.^voce'^oMrv^i 
icon  cento,  "at  the  fire,"  Id,^  tfoce  Ope ;  immon  am  pin,  <*at  that 
time." — annals  of  the  Four  Masters y  passim. 

In  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  the  article  is  written  in,  ma, 
and  mo,  even  in  the  plural ;  and  the  masculine  form  an  or  in  is 
sometimes  prefixed,  in  the  genitive  case,  to  nouns  of  the  feminine 
gender  in  the  singular  number,  as  an  'or  m  i^fpe,  for  na  z\j\e^  of  the 
country;  in  caiman,  of  the  earth. — See  Battle  of  Magh  JRath^ 
p.  114.  lappai^ic  in  pip  pcela  oe,  "the  men  asked  the  news  of 
him," /£^.,  p.  76;  qieab-aicmeo  in  caiman,  "every  tribe  of  the 
earth,"  Id.,  p.  98 ;  ip  na  pel^ib  ina  n^ence,  <'in  the  cemeteries  of 
the  pagans,"  Cor.  Gloss.y  voce  pe ;  oquxcc  poillpi  na  ^éine  oy 
opeic  an  caiman,  "the  light  of  the  sim  shone  upon  the  surface  of 
the  land,"  Vita  Moling;  1  qiai^  m  mapa,  ''on  the  shore  of  the 
sea,"  Imramh  Curraigh  Mailduin^  MS.  in  the  Library  of  Trin. 
Coll.  Dubl.  (H.  2.  16.),  p.  373.  Keating  also  uses  this  form  of  the 
article  before  the  genitive  case  of  muip,  the  sea,  as  "  ^o  h-imiol  an 
mapa." — Hist.  IreL^  p.  148.    In  some  very  ancient  and  correct 


*  This  is  the  case  in  English 
with  all  nouns  in  the  plural 
nmnber ;  thus,  the  plural  of  a 
man  is  men^  without  any  article, 
where  the  absence  of  the  a,  or 
any  form  of  it,  in  the  plural, 
serves  exactly  the  same  purpose 
as  the  presence  of  it  does  in  the 
singular.   It  may  be  also  worthy 


of  remark  here,  that  in  many 
languages  articles  are  wholly 
wanting.  In  the  Latin,  for  ex- 
ample, the  words  ^ttM  otn  may 
mean  the  son  of  a  man^  a  son  of 
a  mauy  a  son  of  twb  man^  or 
THE  son  ofrnR  man.  In  Greek 
there  is  no  indefinite  article. 
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manuscripts  the  article  is  made  to  terminate  in  ib,  like  the  noun,  as 
in  the  following  passage  in  the  Annals  of  Ulster,  at  the  year  891  : 
IJencup  majnup  i?i  pepia  mcipcini,  conoappjap  píó-úp  ip  naib 
cmllib,  ocup  con  puc  na  oaupccnji  ay  a  larpaijib,  ocup  na  caiji 
olcena,  i.  e.  "A  great  storm  occurred  on  the  festival  of  St.  Martin, 
which  caused  a  great  destruction  of  trees  in  the  woods,  and  blew 
the  daurthachs  [oratories]  from  their  foundations,  with  the  other 
houses  likewise.'*  Also  in  a  very  ancient  tract  on  the  consecration 
of  a  church,  attached  to  a  copy  of  Cormac's  Glossary :  O  naib 
mecncnb  coicoib,  **  ex  quints  radicibus" 

As  the  article  is  so  frequently  used  in  the  Irish 
language,  and  causes  very  remarkable  changes  in  the 
beginning  of  nouns'',  it  will  be  necessary  in  this  place 


^  The  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien  ar- 
ranges the  declensions  of  Irish 
nouns  by  the  initial  changes 
which  they  undergo,  and  asserts 
that  the  ancient  Irish  never  in- 
flected their  nouns  by  termi- 
nations, but  by  initials. — Irish 
Grammar,  p.  1 7.  But  we  find  ter- 
minational  changes  in  the  most 
ancient  Irish  manuscripts,  in 
which  the  initial  changes  are 
seldom  marked.  It  matters  very 
little  whether  the  changes  caused 
by  the  article  on  the  initials  of 
nouns  be  called  declensions  or 
not,  but  it  is  absurd  to  say  that 
these  changes  are  sufiicicnt  of 
themselves  to  deteniiine  the  cases 
of  substantives,  for  they  are 
merely  used  for  the  sake  of  eu- 
phony, and  to  help  to  point  out 
the  gender  of  the  noun ;  and  if 
the  article,  which  has  very  little 
to  do  with  cases,  be  removed, 
such  initial  changes  disappear 
altogether,  while  the  termina- 
tional  inflexions  remain.  Stewart 
has   the  following  accurate  re- 


marks on  this  subject :  "  The 
changes  expressive  of  Relation 
are  made  on  nouns  in  two  ways: 

1,  On  the  beginning  of  the  noun ; 

2,  On  its  termination.  The  re- 
lations denoted  by  changes  on 
the  termination  are  diiferent 
from  those  denoted  by  changes 
at  the  «beginning  ;  they  have  no 
necessary  connexion  together ; 
the  one  may  take  place  in  the 
absence  of  the  other.  It  seems 
proper  therefore  to  class  the 
changes  on  the  termination  by 
themselves  in  one  division,  and 
give  it  a  name  ;  and  to  class  the 
changes  at  the  beginning  also  by 
themselves  in  another  division, 
and  give  it  a  different  name." 
And  he  adds  in  a  note  :  "  It  was 
necessary  to  be  thus  explicit  in 
stating  the  changes  at  the  begin- 
ning, and  those  on  the  termina- 
tions, as  imconnected  indepen- 
dent accidents,  which  ought  to 
be  viewed  separately  ;  because  I 
know  that  many  who  have  hap- 
pened to  turn  their  thoughts  to- 
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to  lay  before  the  learner  such  rules  as  will  point  out 
distinctly  all  the  changes  which  it  causes,  although  most 
of  these  rules  must  be  considered  as  strictly  belonging 
to  Syntax. 

1.  In  modern  printed  books  the  a  of  the  article  is 
cut  off  after  a  preposition  ending  in  a  vowel,  as  t)o'n  for 
oo  an,  to  the ;  o'n  for  ó  an,  from  the ;  pa'n  for  pa  an, 
under  the,  &c. ;  but  in  ancient  manuscripts  and  early 
printed  books  the  article  and  preposition  are  united  as 
if  one  word,  without  any  mark  of  elision ;  thus,  Don, 
on,  pan,  &c. 

In  the  spoken  dialect  a  simple  a  is  used  for  an  before  a  conso- 
nant; but  this  should  not  be  written. 

2.  The  article  aspirates  the  aspirable  initials  of  all 
feminine  nouns,  in  the  nominative  and  accusative  sin- 
gular, and  of  all  masculines  in  the  genitive  singular  :  as 
an  bean,  the  woman  ;  an  pip,  of  the  man  ;  and  eclipses 
the  eclipsable  initials  of  all  nouns,  masculine  or  feminine, 
in  the  dative  or  ablative  singular ;  but  these  influences 
never  extend  to  any  case  of  the  plural,  except  the  geni- 
tive, which  is  always  eclipsed,  as  na  m-bapo,  of  the 
bards ;  na  n-opuaó,  of  the  druids  ;  na  g-cpann,  of  the 
trees;  na  b-pian,  of  the  pains;  na  o-conn,  of  the  waves. 

Exception. — Nouns  whose  initial  consonant  is  o  and  r,  undergo 
no  initial  change  in  the  singular,  as  ip  an  z\\\,  in  the  country  ;  an 
oopaip,  of  the  door ;  an  cijeapna,  of  the  lord ;  o'n  oopap ,  from  the 
door;  aj  an   cijeapna,  with  the  lord.     'San    oiopjan,   no  'pan 

ward  the  declension  of  the  Grolic  toward    forming    the    cases    of 

noim,  have  got  a  habit  of  con-  nouns."  —  Elements    of    Gcelic 

joining  these,  and  supposing  that  Grammar ^  second  edition,  p.  48. 
both  contribute  their  united  aid 
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m-beipctriy  "  in  the  Fasciculus  or  little  collection/'  Keett, 
p.  1 10;  6'n  oeaman,  «from  the  demon/'  /A,  p.  127;  Do'n  Cooj  po, 
"tothisTadhg/'/A,  p.95;  oo'n  coipy  f in,  «'on  that  expedition," 
Id,y  p.  91 ;  '|xxn  c^Mnio,  "  in  the  fire,**  Id.^  p.  94 ;  po'n  calorii, 
«•upon  the  earth/'  /a.,  p.  120.  But  Keating  and  other  modern  wri- 
ters sometimes  eclipse  o  and  c  after  the  article  as  regularly  as  the 
other  consonants :  op  an  o-ceipc,  **  by  the  testimony/'  Id.^  p.  1 ; 
ap  an  o-cea^lac,  «<on  the  household/'  Id,^  p.  120;  cpép  in 
o-eeanjuio  ^-ceuona,  ^<  through  the  same  tongue/'  Id.^  p.  50 ; 
quallaip  'na  aonap  o*n  o-culai^,  «  he  goes  alone  from  the  hill/' 
Id.,f'p,  75;  qicp  an  o-cain  puj  Peapjup  uaro,  "on  account  of 
the  cattle  carried  off  from  them  by  Fergus,"  Zi.,  p.  77 ;  leip  an 
D-qiéinpeap,  "with  the  mighty  man,"  /i.,  p.  80 ;  ap  an  o-cectjopc 
pioj,  "  on  (or  of)  the  royal  precepts,"  /rf.,  p.  90. 

3.  Wherever  the  article  causes  aspiration  on  other 
consonants,  it  eclipses  f  by  prefixing  c  (see  p.  61); 
except  when  f  is  followed  by  a  mute  consonant,  in  which 
case  it  is  never  either  aspirated  or  eclipsed. 

Nouns  beginning  with  p,  not  followed  by  a  mute, 
are,  like  other  nouns,  eclipsed  by  the  article,  when  pre- 
ceded by  the  prepositions  De,  off,  do,  to,  and  if,  in,  as 
Do'n  c-faogal*,  to  the  world  ;   De'n  c-pliaB,  off  the 


®  In  some  parts  of  Ireland,  ar- 
ticulated nouns  of  this  class  are 
eclipsed  after  all  the  simple  pre- 
positions ;  but  in  north  and  west 
Munster,  and  in  the  best  Irish 
manuscripts,  it  is  never  used,  ex- 
cept after  the  prepositions  oe,  do, 
and  If ;  for  they  say,  ap  an  pao^l, 
in  the  world,  not  ap  an  c-pao- 
jal,  ap  an  plije,  on  the  way  ; 
but  the  c  is  prefixed  through- 
out the  eastern  half  of  Munster, 
and  in  many  other  parts  of 
Ireland.    O'Molloy,  who  was  a 


native  of  Meath,  does  no^'  al- 
ways prefix  c  to  p  in  the  dative 
or  ablative  case,  in  his  Irish  Ca- 
techism, published  at  Borne  in 
1676,  for  he  writes  ap  an  pao^l 
po,  in  this  world,  p.  76,  except- 
ing after  the  preposition  do;  and 
Keating  never  prefixes  c  to  p  in 
this  situation,  except  after  the 
preposition  do,  for  he  writes  ap 
an  plije,  on  the  way;  'p  an 
pneacca,  in  the  snow,  HiiLlreL,, 
pp.  1,  73 ;  o'n  Siuip,  from  Úie 
Suire,  /</.,  p.  92. — See  Syntax. 
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mountain.    In  the  plural,  p  never  undergoes  any  change 
whatever. 

4.  The  article  requires  c  to  be  prefixed  to  the  no- 
minative singular  of  masculines,  and  h  to  the  genitive 
singular  of  feminines  beginning  with  vowels,  as  an 
c-apan,  the  bread;  na  h-aoipe,  of  the  age. 

5.  The  particle  a  (when  an  interjection  and  a  sign 
of  the  vocative  case)  aspirates  the  initial  consonants  of  all 
nouns  in  the  singular  and  plural  number,  as  a  cijeapna, 
O  Lord  !  a  óaoine,  O  men  !  a  riina,  O  women  ! 

6.  In  all  cases  of  the  plural  (except  the  genitive) 
the  article  requires  h  to  be  prefixed  to  nouns  beginning 
with  vowels,  as  na  h-éin,  the  birds ;  ó  na  h-eanaib, 
from  the  birds.  In  the  genitive  plural,  n  is  prefixed 
after  the  article,  as  na  n-ean,  of  the  birds. 

The  learner  is  to  bear  in  mind  this  general  fact,  already  stated 
(p.  65),  that  the  same  grammatical  accidents  which  cause  an  initial 
consonant  to  be  eclipsed,  require  n  to  be  prefixed  to  initial  vowels, 
which  explains  the  exception  to  rule  6,  in  the  case  of  the  geni- 
tive plural.  It  has  also  been  remarked,  that  a  euphonic  n  is  often 
prefixed  to  a  word  beginning  with  a  vowel,  merely  to  prevent  a 
hiatus,  and  sometimes  for  no  grammatical  reason  whatever,  as, 
h-i  cip  n-Gpe?m,  **  into  the  land  of  Ireland,"  Cor.  Gloss, ^  voce 
riloj  6ime ;  jop  cuipioo  laiii  n-aipyio  aip,  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  37, 
for  jup  cuipeao  lam  aipjio  aip,  **  so  that  a  silver  hand  was  put 
upon  him;"  cuaipc  n-aimppe,  "a  circle  of  time,"  Cor,  Gloss., 
in  toce  Cepcenn. 

Some  writers  eclipse  the  noun  in  the  genitive  plural  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  article,  and  this  is  to  be  recommended,  as  it  gives  force 
and  definiteness  to  the  case,  which  would  otherwise  be  weak  and 
uncertain,  as  it  has  seldom  any  peculiar  termination ;  as  lomao 
^-car,  many  battles  [i.  e.  a  number  of  battles]  ;  ap  é  an  6peo^an 
poin  DO  Bpif  lomoo  5-car  op  an  Goppain,  **  this  is  the  Breoghan 
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who  won  many  battles  in  Spain,"  Keat,  Hist.^  p.  49;  pillio  cap  a 
n-  aip  cap  éip  lomao  5-cpeac  do  óeunam,  "they  returned  back  afber 
having  committed  many  depredations,"  /c?.,  p.  133;  le  h-áppac- 
cup  njnioni,  *' by  valour  of  deeds," /i/.,  p.  140;  plaic  b-peap 
5-CÚI,  "  chief  of  theFeara  Cul,"  Id,  ib. ;  TTIóp  5-cléipioc  5-cpáib- 
cioc,  D-caoipioc  D-coj^aioe,  ajup  laocpuioe  loinnirieap  do  cuic  cnn 
beop,  **  many  pious  clergymen,  distinguished  chieftains,  and  select 
heroes  fell  there,'*  Keat,  Hist,,  145. 


chaptp:r  II. 

OF  NOUNS-SUBSTANTIVE. 


To  nouns  belong  gender,  number,  case,  and  person. 


Section  1. —  Of  Gender. 

Gender  in  Irish  grammar  is  often  to  be  distin- 
guished from  sex,  for  in  this  language  a  fictitious,  or 
conventional  sex  is  attributed  to  all  inanimate  objects. 
Sex  is  a  natural  distinction,  gender  an  artificial,  or 
grammatical  one. 

Stewart,  in  his  Elements  of  Gtclic  Grimimar,  p.  44,  after  having 
examined  the  true  nature  of  grammatical  gender,  remarks :  *'  it  seems 
therefore  to  he  a  misstated  compliment  which  is  usually  paidto  the 
English,  when  it  is  said  that  '  this  is  the  only  language  that  has 
adapted  the  gender  of  its  nouns  to  the  constitution  of  Nature.*  The 
fact  is,  that  it  has  adapted  the  Form  of  some  of  the  most  common 
names  of  living  creatures,  and  a  few  of  its  pronouns,  to  the  ohvious 
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distinction  o£  male  hnd  female^  and  inanimate  ;  while  it  has  left 
its  nouns  without  any  mark  characteristic  of  gender»  The  same 
thing  must  necessarily  happen  to  any  language  hy  abolishing  the 
distinction  of  masculine  and  feminine  in  its  attributives.  If  all 
languages  had  been  constructed  on  this  plan,  it  may  confidently  be 
affirmed,  that  the  grammatical  term  gender  would  never  have  come 
into  use.  The  compliment  intended,  and  due  to  the  English,  might 
have  been  more  correctly  expressed  by  saying  that  '  it  is  the  only 
language  that  has  rejected  the  unphilosophical  distinction  of  gender, 
by  making  its  attributives,  in  this  respect,  all  indeclinable.'  ** 

In  Irish  the  following  classes  of  nouns  are  masculine : 

1.  Proper  nouns  of  men,  and  nouns  signifying  males, 
as  Dmpmaio,  Donnchaó  ;  peap,  a  man  ;  pagapc,  a 
priest ;  capb,  a  bull ;  cullac,  a  boar. 

2.  Derivative  personal  nouns  terminating  in  aipe, 
oip,  ac,  aióe,  oioe,  or  uióe,  as  pealsaipe,  a  hunter; 
flánui5reoip,  saviour;  mapcac,  a  rider;  pcéalaióe, 
a  story  teller ;  pogluió,  a  robber. 

3.  Diminutives  in  an,  as  cnocan,  a  hillock ;  mionan, 
a  kid. 

Diminutives  in  (n  are  of  the  gender  of  the  noim  from  which 
they  are  derived ;  as  pipin,  a  manikin,  masc;  c  lapói^ín,  a  little  chafer, 
or  clock,/^w.  Except  cailUn,  a  girl,  which,  by  a  strange  anomaly, 
is  masculine. 

4.  Derivatives  in  ap,  or  cap,  which  are  principally 
abstract  nouns,  as  aoibneap,  delight ;  cijeapnap,  lord- 
ship ;  maireap,  goodness ;  cdipoeap,  friendship. 

5.  Most  short  monosyllables  terminating  in  ar,  ucr, 
up,  uc;  as  car,  a  battle;  ucc,  the  breast;  lup,  a  leek; 
ppur,  a  stream. 

6.  Most  polysyllables,  in  which  the  last  vowel  is 
broad,  are  masculine,  as  poranan,  a  thistle ;  cijcapnap, 
lordship. 

L 
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The  following  are  feminine : 

1.  Proper  names  of  women,  and  nouns  signifying 
females,  rivers  (except  the  popjup  in  Thomond),  coun- 
tries, and  most  diseases;  as  TDeaob,  Oeipope,  names 
of  women ;  6anna,  the  River  Bann ;  bolgac,  the  small- 
pox ;  bean,  a  woman  ;  maraip,  a  mother ;  bo,  a  cow. 

2.  Diminutives  in  05,  as  ciapog,  a  chafer,  or  clock  ; 
op^og,  a  thumb. 

This  rule  is  so  general  in  every  part  of  Ireland,  that  the  peasan- 
try think  that  St.  Dabeoj  of  Lough  Derg,  and  St.  Dachiapoj  of 
Errigal,  in  Ulster,  were  women. 

3.  Derivatives  in  ace,  as  niopoacc,  greatness ; 
piojacr,  a  kingdom. 

4.  Abstract  nouns  formed  from  the  genitives  of 
adjectives,  as  uaiple,  nobility ;  gile,  whiteness  ;  pmne, 
fairness. 

5.  Most  nouns  whose  last  vowel  is  small  (except 
personals  in  oip),  as  cip,  a  country;  ppeip,  the  firma- 
ment ;  lapaip,  a  flame  ;  uaill,  a  howl ;  uaip,  an  hour; 
onoip,  honour. 

This  rule  is  so  strictly  adhered  to  in  most  parts  of  Ireland,  that 
some  words  naturally  masculine  are  made  feminine  to  comply  with 
it,  as  pcail,  an  entire  horse ;  ip  hpeaj  an  pcail  1,  "  Sfie  is  a  fine 
stallion." 

It  should  he  here  remarked  that  the  gender  of  nouns  varies  very 
considerably  in  the  north  and  south  of  Ireland ;  as  for  example, 
the  word  aiceann,  furze,  which  is  masculine  throughout  the 
southern  half  of  Ireland,  is  feminine  throughout  Ulster.  Some 
varieties  of  gender  will  also  be  found  in  ancient  manuscripts,  as  in 
the  word  colam,  a  dove,  which  is  now  universally  masculine,  but  is 
inflected  with  the  feminine  article  and  termination,  in  a  manuscript  in 
Trinity  College,  entitled,  Uraicecht  na  n-Eic/eas  {Yi,  1. 15.)   Some 
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proper  names  of  men  are  inflected  as  if  they  were  feminine,  in  the 
older  Irish  Annals  and  genealogical  MSS.,  as  pepjaile,  for  F^^P" 
jail;  mailioum  for  rnaoilouin;  Qpcjaile  for  Qpcjail;  this  is 
chiefly  the  case  with  names  compounded  with  maol,  calvus,  or 
/uvenisy  and  ^gal,  valour. 


Section  2 — Of  Cases. 


By  case  is  understood  a  certain  change  made  in  the 
form  (generally  on  the  termination),  of  a  noun  to  denote 
relation. 

According  to  this  deflnition,  there  is  in  the  Irish  language, 
strictly  speaking,  but  one  case  diflferent  from  the  nominative,  namely, 
the  genitive,  for  all  the  other  relations  are  expressed  by  the  aid  of 
prepositions  and  verbs ;  but  as  prepositions  modify  the  beginning 
and  ending  of  some  nouns,  another  case  can  be  admitted,  which 
may  properly  be  called  casus  prcepositionis^  by  reason  of  its  de- 
pending on  a  preposition  always  expressed.  Most  Irish  gramma- 
rians, however,  following  the  plan  of  the  Latin  grammars,  have 
given  the  Irish  nouns  six  cases,  and  this,  though  unnecessary,  may 
be  done  without  incommoding  the  learner  in  the  slightest  degree, 
as  the  six  cases  are  well  suited  for  the  purposes  of  grammatical 
construction. 

The  nominative  and  accusative  are  always  the  same 
in  form,  and  are  only  distinguished  by  their  position, 
and  connexion  with  other  words  in  the  sentence. 

The  dative  and  ablative  cases  are  always  alike  in 
form,  and  are  never  used  except  after  a  preposition, 
which  can  never  be  left  understood,  as  in  Latin  or  Greek. 
These  two  might  therefore  be  conveniently  made  one 
case,  and  called  casus  prcBpositioniSy  as  Sanctius  calls 
the  ablative  in  Latin,  although  in  that  language  the 
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ablative  sometimes  expresses  the  relation  without  the 
preposition. 

Although  a  change  of  termination  is  made  in  what  is  called  the 
dative  or  ablative  feminine  in  the  singular,  and  in  both  genders  in 
the  plural,  still  the  termination  does  not  in  any  one  instance  ex- 
press the  relation  without  the  preposition,  so  that  it  may  be  regarded 
as  a  form  of  the  noun  used  in  junction  with  a  preposition,  to  ex- 
press a  certain  relation,  and  not  a  form  which  expresses  that  rela- 
tion of  itself,  as  the  ablative  case  in  Latin  sometimes  does.  Some 
Irish  grammarians  have  attempted  to  classify  the  prepositions  ac- 
cording as  they  are  dative  or  ablative  in  signification;  but  the  dis- 
tinction is  useless,  as  the  form  of  the  noun  is  the  same  whether  the 
preposition  means  to  or  from  ^  and  nothing  can  be  gained  by  any 
classification  of  prepositions,  except  such  as  would  point  out  the 
exact  relations  expressed  by  them,  which  the  classification  under 
the  heads  of  dative  and  ablative  does  not  effect.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  introduction  of  an  ablative  case  into  Irish  is  altogether  useless, 
for  the  reason  just  given ;  or,  in  other  words,  it  is  useless  to  intro- 
duce a  dative,  because  it  is  always  the  same  as  the  ablative.  There 
is  but  one  case  influenced  by  prepositions,  and  it  would  be  useful, 
for  the  sake  of  distinction,  to  give  it  a  name ;  but  as  neither  the 
term  dative^  derived  from  the  verb  do,  to  give,  nor  ablative^  from 
the  verb  auferOy  to  take  away,  would  be  a  sufficiently  definite  name 
for  this  case,  which  comes  after  all  the  simple  prepositions,  the  best 
term  that  can  be  invented  for  it  would  be  the  prepositional  case. 

It  will  be  seen  also  that  the  accusative  of  all  nouns  in  the  modern 
language  is,  without  a  single  exception,  the  same  as  the  nominative. 
Stewart,  who  paid  great  attention  to  the  analogies  of  the  £rse 
and  Irish  dialects,  as  far  as  he  could  become  acquainted  with  them 
through  printed  books,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no 
accusative  case  of  nouns  in  the  Gaelic  different  in  form  from  the 
nominative,  and  no  ablative  dififerent  from  the  dative.  He  defines 
the  nominative  thus :  *'  The  nominative  is  used  when  any  person 
or  thing  is  mentioned  as  the  subject  of  a  proposition  or  question, 
or  as  the  object  of  an  action  or  affection." — Elements  ofGaitc 
Grammar y  first  edit.,  p.  48. 


CHAP,  n.]  Declensions.  77 

Haliday,  however,  makes  a  difference  between  the  accusative 
and  nominative  plural,  by  making  the  accusative  always  terminate 
in  a,  as  báfioa  for  báipo ;  but  no  such  difierence  is  observable,  at 
least  in  the  modem  language,  for  the  nominative  terminates  in  a 
as  often  as  the  accusative.  See  O'Brien's  Irish  Grammar^  pp.  50, 
51,  where  he  says,  that  '^  some  writers  terminate  their  nominatives 
plural  generally  in  a,  e,  or  6;  thus,  peapa  for  pip,  coppa  for  coipp, 
pica  for  uilc,  bápoa  for  báipo,  ceolno  for  ceolca,  pijrió  for 
pijpe,  bolj^a  for  buil^." 

The  nominative  and  vocative  feminine  are  always 
alike  in  the  termination. 

The  genitive  and  vocative  masculine  are  always 
alike  in  the  termination. 


Section  3. — Of  Declensions. 

The  general  rules  by  which  the  cases  are  formed  are 
called  declensions. 

In  declining  nouns  the  formation  of  the  cases  gene- 
rally depends  on  the  gender  and  the  last  vowel  of  the 
nominative,  and  hence  the  last  vowel  of  the  nominative 
is  appropriately  called  the  characteristic  vowel. 

The  number  of  the  declensions  is  varied  by  the  different  writers 
on  Irish  grammar;  but  the  author,  after  the  most  attentive  compa- 
rison of  their  systems,  and  the  closest  consideration  of  the  variations 
of  the  nouns  of  the  language,  as  spoken  and  written,  has  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  all  their  inflections  can  be  reduced  under  five 
general  rules  or  declensions,  as  shall  be  presently  pointed  out 

Stewart  makes  but  two  declensions,  which  he  distinguishes 
by  the  quality  of  the  last,  or  characteristic  vowel,  making  the  first 
declension  comprehend  those  nouns  whose  characteristic  vowel  is 
broad,  and  the  second  those  whose  characteristic  vowel  is  small. 
Haliday  took  up  the  notion  that  the  formation  of  cases  depends 
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altogether  on  the  last  vowel  of  the  nominative,  and  thus  reduced  all 
the  nouns  of  the  language  under  seven  declensions.  Dr.  Neilson 
makes  hut  four  declensions,  and  appears  to  have  heen  guided  more 
hy  the  gender  in  the  arrangement  of  them  than  by  the  characteris- 
tic vowel ;  and  it  is  true  that  the  gender  has  more  influence  on  the 
formation  of  the  cases  than  any  ending  of  the  nominative. 

The  fact  is,  that  the  declension  cannot  be  discovered  until  the 
gender  is  first  known,  and  that  even  then  the  characteristic  vowel 
of  the  nominative  is  no  absolutely  certain  guide;  it  is,  no  doubt,  a 
help  to  suggest  what  declension  the  noun  may  be  of,  but  cannot,  in 
very  many  instances,  be  relied  on,  and  the  learner  will  discover 
that,  as  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  other  ancient  languages,  so  in  Irish, 
he  must  learn  the  gender  and  genitive  case  singular  of  most  nouns 
by  reading,  or  the  help  of  a  dictionary. 

Before  the  learner  proceeds  to  study  these  declen- 
sions it  will  be  necessary  that  he  should  attend  to  two 
accidents  of  inflection  which  characterize  the  Irish  lan- 
guage, namely,  attenuating  and  making  broad  the  cha- 
racteristic vowel.  They  are  called  by  the  Irish  caol- 
ujaó,  attenuation,  and  learnújaó,  making  broad.  Thus 
a  is  attenuated  by  being  changed  into  ai  ;  and  ai  is 
made  broad  by  being  changed  into  a,  and  so  with  other 
vowels  and  diphthongs  ;  as  in  the  following  Table  : 


ATTENUATION. 

MAKING  BROAD. 

á  into 

GI. 

Gl 

into 

a. 

a      n 

Gi,  irreg.  oi,  ui. 

GOl 

»> 

GO. 

GO    „ 

G01. 

ei 

99 

eG. 

éa   „ 

el,  irreg.  eoi. 

eoi 

» 

eo. 

ea   „ 

ei,  irreg.  i. 

1 

9» 

ea. 

eo   „ 

eoi,  irreg.  lui. 

IGl 

99 

icu 

10      „ 

1. 

lUl 

» 

1U. 

la    „ 

ei,  iDi. 

OI 

» 

o. 

lU      „ 

1U1. 

UGl 

»> 

UG. 

Ó      „ 

01. 

UI 

>» 

u,  o. 

o      „ 

01,  irreg.  ui. 

VÍ       » 

in. 

"      »> 

ui,  irreg.  oi. 

1 

ua  „ 

UGl. 
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In  the  spoken  language  throughout  Ireland  o  short  is  attenuated 
to  ui,  and  a  to  01 ;  but  in  Connaught  a  is  seldom  so  attenuated, 
for  the  sound  of  the  a  is  retained  in  the  oblique  cases,  as  na 
clamne,  of  the  children  ;  na  plaice  ^laine,  of  the  clean  rod,  not 
na  floiee,  or  fluice  ^loine,  as  in  Munster.  The  orthography 
found  in  ancient  manuscripts  proves  the  correctness  of  the  Con* 
naught  pronunciation  in  this  particular,  as  baiU  for  boill,  mem- 
bers, Cor,  Gloss.j  Doee  Nepcoie. — See  p.  85. 

There  are  some  examples  of  anomalous  attenuation,  as  nSian,  a 
knife,  f^me,  p^in ;  biao,  food,  bio ;  mac,  a  son,  meic,  or  inic,&c. 

In  all  printed  books,  and  in  most  manuscripts  of  the  last  four 
centuries,  final  c  becomes  ^,  when  attenuation  takes  place,  as  bealac, 
a  road,  gen.  bealai;^ ;  but  in  very  ancient  Irish  manuscripts,  and  in 
all  printed  books  in  the  Erse  or  Scotch  Gaelic,  the  c  is  retained. 

In  the  ipscription  on  the  cross  of  Cong,  now  in  the  Museum  of 
the  Boyal  Irish  Academy,  ^  is  used  in  the  genitive,  but  not  aspi- 
rated, as,  Opaio  00  TTlupeoach  U  Dubchai^  00  fenoip  Gpeno,  '<  a 
prayer  for  Muredach  0*Dubthaig,  senior  of  Ireland."  But  on  the 
stone  cross  in  the  village  of  Cong,  the  same  name  is  written  U  t)ub* 
dioich.  Mr.  Mac  Elligott,  of  Limerick,  in  his  observations  on  the 
Gaelic  language,  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic  Society 
of  Dublin,  states  it  as  his  opinion,  that  this  ancient  form  in  6  is  the 
best  mode  of  orthography,  and  after  giving  several  examples  from 
the  Book  of  Lecan,  and  an  old  copy  of  the  Festiology  of  Aengus,  to 
shew  that  the  final  c  of  the  nominative  is  retained  in  the  genitive 
singular  and  in  the  nominative  plural,  recommends  it  to  be  gene- 
rally made  use  of.  But  we  have  seen  that  the  tendency  of  the 
language  is,  in  its  inflections,  to  change  the  harder  consonants  into 
the  softer  ones,  as  c  into  ^,  e  into  o,  p  into  b,  &c. ;  and  Mac 
Elligott  himself,  who  had  paid  close  attention  to  the  analogies  and 
tendencies  of  this  language,  finds  in  the  spoken  dialect  of  Munster 
a  fact,  which  suggests  a  strong  objection  to  the  adoption  of  ic  in 
the  modem  orthography,  namely,  that  the  final  5  in  this  inflection 
is  pronounced  without  an  aspiration,  as  pleapcai3,  booai^,  opci^, 
&c.,  which  in  other  parts  of  Ireland  are  pronounced  pleapcai;^, 
booai^,  opci^  and  which  in  Scotland  are  vfiiiten  Jiescaichf  bodaieh^ 
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&c.  The  fact  is,  that  the  ^  in  this  inflection  is  so  distinctly  pro- 
nounced with  its  radical  sound  in  Munster,  that  a  native  of  that 
province  would  look  upon  the  substitution  of  c  or  ch  in  its  place 
as  a  very  strange  innovation. 

The  pronunciation  of  ;^  in  this  inflection  is  one  of  the  strongest 
characteristics  of  the  Hunster  dialect 

FIRST  DECLENSION. 

The  first  declension  comprises  nouns  of  the  mascu- 
line gender  which  are  attenuated  in  the  genitive  singu- 
lar. In  the  singular,  the  nominative,  dative,  and  accu- 
sative are  the  same,  and  the  genitive  and  vocative  ter- 
minate alike.  In  the  plural,  the  nominative  terminates 
generally  like  the  genitive  singular,  the  genitive  like 
the  nominative  singular ;  the  dative  is  formed  by  adding 
aib  to  the  nominative  singular.  The  vocative  plural  is 
formed  by  adding  a  to  the  nominative  singular. 

The  initial  changes  caused  by  prefixing  the  article 
and  simple  prepositions  have  been  already  pointed  out 
in  treating  of  aspiration  and  eclipsis. 

bápt>,  a  poet,  masc. 
Simple  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLUBAL. 

Nom.  bápo.  báipo. 

Gren.   báipo.  bápo. 

Dat    bápo.  bápoaiB. 

Voc.    a  Báipo.  a  bápoa. 

Articulated  Form» 

SIRGOLAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  cm  bápo.  na  bátpo. 

Gen.  cm  Bátpo.  na  m-bápo. 

Dat    o'n  m-bápo.  6  na  bápoaiB. 
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Spocan,  a  streamlet,  masc. 
Simple  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Norn,  n^ocán,  Nom.  nioráin. 

Gen.  pporáin.  Gen.   ppoéán. 

Dat    fporán.  Dat.    fpoéánaiB. 

Voc.   a  pporáin.  Voc.   a  ppácána. 

Articulated  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  an  fporán.  Nom.  na  pporáin. 

Gen.   an  i>fpocáin.  Gen.   na  ppordn. 

Dat.    <S'n  c-rporán.  Dat.    do  na  pporánaiB. 

pápac,  a  wilderness,  masc. 
Simple  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  páfac.  Nom.  F^r^iS*»  or  pápaca. 

Gen.   pafaij.  Gen.   fáfac. 

Dat.    pdrac.  Dat.    f^F^'S'^* 

Voc.   a  pápai^.  Voc.  a  páraca. 

Articulated  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  an  f^T°^  Nom.  na  paFaijeiOrpapaca. 

Gen.   an  páfai^.  Gen.   na  E-párac. 

Dat    o'n  B-papac.  Dat.    6  na  pdpaijib. 

General  Rules  fob  the  Formation  of  the  Cases. 

The  genitive  case  singular  is  formed  from  the  no- 
minative by  attenuating  the  characteristic  vowel,  accord- 
ing to  the  table  already  given,  p.  78.  With  the  article 
the  initial  consonant  of  the  genitive  singular  is  aspira- 
ted, or  (if  it  be  p)  eclipsed  by  c. — See  p.  61. 

Haliday  remarks  that  all  polysyllables  take  both  the  proper  and 
improper  attenuation,  unless  the  last  vowel  be  accented,  as  oorcuip, 
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tions  a  or  O,  which  aspirate  the  initial  consonant,  if  it 
be  of  the  aspirable  class. 

The  nominative  plural  is  generally  like  the  genitive 
singular. 

Some  writers  form  the  nominative  plural  of  many  nouns  of  this 
declension  by  adding  a  or  u  short  to  the  nominative  singular,  as 
jKjll,  a  hostage ;  nominative  plural,  jjalla,  or  jiallu,  for  jeill, 
as,  jiallu  6penn  ocup  Qlban,  **  the  hostages  of  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land,'' Battle  of  Mag h  Bath,  p.  4  ;  peap,  a  man,  is  made  fipu  in 
the  nominative  plural,  as  pipu  in  Domain,  for  pip  an  ooiiiam, 
Id.,  p.  12;  maep,  a  steward,  makes  maepa,  instead  of  maip,  or 
fnaoip,  ride  id.,  p.  16  ;  jap,  a  sprig,  makes  japa  in  the  nominative 
plural,  as  Ocup  ip  í  a  ppoino  ceca  nona  lap  cocc  punn  uj  co  leir, 
ocup  qii  japa  do  bipop  na  6oinne,  "and  his  dinner  each  evening, 
after  returning  here,  is  an  egg  and  a  half,  and  three  sprigs  of  the 
water  cresses  of  the  Boyne,"  Jd.,  p.  18;  ceann  makes  ceanna,  or 
cinou,  as  cmou  oe  joaine,  **  the  heads  of  good  men,"  Id.,  p.  42  ; 
apm  makes  apma,  vide  id.,  p.  68. — See  particular  rules  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  nominative  plural,  p.  86. 

The  genitive  plural  terminates  like  the  nominative 
singular,  but  when  the  article  is  expressed  the  initial 
consonant  is  eclipsed,  p  being  always  excepted. — See 
p.  62. 

The  dative  plural  is  generally  formed  by  adding 
aib  to  the  nominative  singular.  But  when  the  nomi- 
native plural  does  not  terminate  like  the  genitive  sin- 
gular, then  the  dative  plural  is  formed  from  the  nomi- 
native plural  by  dropping  final  e,  and  adding  ib. — See 
p.  87. 

This  termination  ib  of  the  dative  plural  is  very  seldom  used  in 
the  spoken  Irish  of  the  present  day,  except  in  the  county  of  Kerry, 
where,  however,  it  is  as  often  made  the  termination  of  the  nomina- 
tive plural.  It  should  be  remarked  also,  that  this  termination  is 
not  always  found  in  plural  nouns,  even  in  the  best  manuscripts, 
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after  the  simple  prepositions;  but  this  is  perhaps  owing  more  to  the 
carelessness  of  Irish  writers  than  to  any  real  grammatical  principle. 
Mr.  Patrick  Lynch,  who  had  a  native  knowledge  of  the  modem  Irish, 
states,  in  his  Introduction  to  the  Irish  Language^  that  ^^  a  man 
would  be  laughed  at  in  the  country,  were  he  to  say,  caBaip  F«up 
oo  na  caiplib,  or  oo  capalluiB,  g^ve  hay  to  the  horses ;  instead  of 
ixzBonp  peup  oo  na  capuil.  However,  peap,  a  man,  and  a  few 
other  monosyllabic  words,  are  an  exception  to  the  above,  as  we 
say,  na  peopaiB,  op  na  peopaiB,  oo  na  peapaiB,"  &c.  &c.— p.  11. 
It  should  be  also  remarked,  that  in  the  best  manuscripts  the  dative 
plural  is  frequently  formed  by  adding  a  or  u  short  to  the  nomi- 
native singular,  as  Ca  naeihu  6penn,  for  C»e  naoihaiB  6ipeann, 
<' with  the  saints  of  Erin." — Battle  ofMagh  Baihy  p.  4;  oo  pep- 
tain  páilci  ppip  na  pi^u,  « to  bid  welcome  to  the  kings,"  Id.f  p.  24 ; 
ppi  h-UUcu,  «*with  the  Ultonians,"  Id.^  p.  34 ;  icip  na  ployti, 
''  between  the  hosts,"  Id,^  p.'d6 ;  Ro  páió  Domnall  ppi  a  maepu 
ocup  ppi  a  peccaipiu,  ^*  Domhnall  said  to  his  stewards  and  law- 
givers," /£?.,  p.  16;  ppip  na  h-aonaclu,  for  leip  na  h-aónaclaiB, 
'<  with  the  graves,"  Cor,Gloss.,voce  pe;  ^*  Dieunt  hoeScotijGoibne 
Gchafaeiehat  hastas^  ppi  ceopa  ^eppa,  the  Scoti  say  that  Goibne, 
the  smith,  made  the  spears  with  three  processes,"  Id.^  tfocel^efcoic^ 

The  accusative  plural  is,  in  the  modem  language, 
always  like  the  nominative. 

Haliday  makes  the  accusative  plural  different  from  the  nomina- 
tive plural,  but  no  trace  of  this  difiference  is  to  be  found  in  the 
modem  Irish  language,  although  in  some  ancient  manuscripts  the 
accusative  is  sometimes  found  to  terminate  in  a,  or  u  short,  while 
the  nominative  terminates  like  the  genitive  singular ;  as  ^alla  for 
^eill,  hostages ;  pipu  for  pip,  men  ;  maepa  for  maeip,  stewards ; 
apma,  or  apmu,  for  aipm,  arms ;  ^apa  for  ^aip,  sprigs ;  cinou  for 
cinn,  heads ;  coppafor  cuipp,  bodies;  mupa,  or  mopu,  for  muip, 
as  ocup  po  ropamo  pium  pecc  mupu  ni6p-ai6Bli  imon  oun  pin, 
<*and  he  drew  seven  great  walls  around  that  fort" — Battle  of 
Magh  Bath,  p.  6.  But  the  accusative  is  also  frequently  found  to 
terminate  exactly  like  the  nominative,  as  po  ^B  oin  oiiiun  na 
naeiih,  **  then  fear  seized  the  saints."— -/<i.>  p.  38. 
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Pabticulae  Rules  for  the  Formation  of  the  Genitive  Case 
Singular  in  Monosyllables  of  the  First  Declension. 

Monosyllables  whose  characteristic  vowel  is  a,  or  o 
short,  have  generally  the  improper  attenuation  in  the 
genitive  singular,  as  copp,  a  body,  gen.  sing,  cuipp ; 
cope,  a  hog,  gen.  cuipc ;  cpann,  a  tree,  gen.  cpoinn; 
cnoc,  a  hill,  gen.  cnuic  ;  ponn,  land,  gen.  puinn ;  cloy, 
a  bell,  gen.  cluij;  lopj,  a  track,  gen.  luipy. 

Some  modem  Irish  writers  have  rejected  this  irregular  attenu- 
ation, and  written  coipp  for  cuipp,  cnoic  for  cnuic,  poinn  for  puinn, 
but  this,  although  sometimes  found  in  ancient  manuscripts,  and 
tending  to  simplify  the  language,  is  not  borne  out  by  the  general 
authority  of  the  best  manuscripts,  nor  of  the  spoken  language  in  any 
part  of  Ireland.  In  the  spoken  language  throughout  the  province 
of  Connaught,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  the  a  is  scarcely  ever 
changed  to  oi  in  attenuation,  and  this  is  in  conformity  with  the 
ancient  language ;  as  in  Cormac's  Gloss.,  voce  pepiup,  where  m 
chpaino,  of  the  tree,"  occurs  for  the  modern  an  cpoinn ;  and  in  an 
old  Life  of  St.  Moling,  where  the  word  cpann,  a  tree,  is  similarly 
inflected,  as  céir  a  mullach  in  cpainn,  **  he  climbs  to  the  top  of 
the  tree.** 

Monosyllables  characterized  by  éa  (long)  or  eu,  have 
two  forms  of  the  genitive  singular,  as  jéaó,  a  goose, 
gen.  géió,  or  ^eoió ;  can,  a  bird,  gen.  em,  or  eom ; 
beal,  a  mouth,  gen.  béil,  or  beoil ;  pjeal,  a  story,  gen. 
pgeil,  or  pjeoil ;  cpean,  a  hero,  gen.  rpéin,  or  upeom; 
but  the  latter  form  is  seldom  used,  except  in  poetry,  or 
poetical  prose. 

Monosyllables  characterized  by  ea  (short)  form  the 
genitive  singular  by  changing  ea  into  ei  (short),  and 
sometimes  into  i  short,  as  eac,  a  steed,  gen.  eic  ;  bpeac, 
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a  trout,  gen.  bpic ;  ccann,  a  head,  gen.  cinn ;  pea]i,  a 
man,  gen.  pip ;  neapu,  strength,  gen.  neipu,  or  nipc  ; 
ceapu,  justice,  gen.  ceipu,  or  cipu. 

Monosyllables  having  eo  as  their  characteristic 
diphthong  have  also  two  forms  of  the  genitive  singular ; 
the  first,  which  is  regular,  and  the  form  most  generally 
used  in  prose,  and  in  the  spoken  language,  is  obtained 
by  changing  eo  into  eoi ;  the  second,  which  is  irregular, 
and  seldom  used,  except  in  poetry,  by  changing  eo  into 
1U1,  as  ceol,  music,  gen.  ceoil,  or  ciuil ;  peol,  a  sail, 
gen.  peoil,  or  piuil. 

Monosyllables  characterized  by  m,  form  the  genitive 
singular,  by  changing  ia  into  éi  (long),  as  idp^,  a  fish, 
gen.  eifj;;  Niall,  a  man*s  name,  gen.  Néill.  But 
from  this  rule  must  be  excepted  bpian,  a  man's  name, 
which  makes  bpiain  in  the  genitive  singular;  pia^,  a 
deer,  which  makes  piaij^ ;  Oia,  God,  which  makes  Oé, 
not  Oéi ;  biaó,  food,  which  makes  bf6,  and  a^few 
others. 

Duald  Mac  Firbia,  in  his  genealogical  work,  which  he  com- 
menced in  1650,  almost  invariably  writes  such  genitives  with  a 
single  e,  as  Nell,  for  Néill — See  Trtbea,  Sfc.y  of  the  By-Ftaek^ 
rach^  p.  16,  note  m,  Peter  Connell  also  adopted  the  same  system 
in  parts  of  his  manuscript  Irish  Dictionary,  but  left  it  off  in 
others. 

Pabticulab  Rules  fob  the  Fobmation  of  the  Nominativb 
AND  Dative  Plubal  of  the  Fibst  Declension. 

Some  nouns  of  this  declension  form  the  nominative 
plural  by  adding  a  to  the  nominative  singular,  as  pmc, 
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a  debt,  piaca,  debts ;  leabap,  a  book,  leabpa,  books  ; 
uball,  an  apple,  ubla,  apples. 

Others  add  ca,  or  ca,  as  f  geal,  a  story,  i^ealca, 
stories  (but  it  has  also  the  form  fgeala) ;  peol,  a  sail, 
feolca,  sails;  ceol,  music,  ceolca;  néal,  a  cloud, 
makes  nealca ;  mup,  a  wall,  or  mound,  makes  mupa, 
or  mupra  ;  cogab,  war,  makes  cojra. 

Many  nouns  of  this  declension,  terminating  in  ac, 
form  the  nominative  plural  from  the  genitive  singular 
by  adding  e,  as  aonac,  a  fair,  gen.  sing,  aonaij,  nom. 
pi.  aonaijje ;  so  ualac,  a  burden,  makes  nom.  pi. 
ualaije  ;  mullac,  a  summit,  mullaije ;  éaoac,  cloth, 
eaoaije  ;  bealac,  a  pass,  bealaije ;  oplac,  an  inch, 
oplai5e. 

When  the  nominative  plural  has  a  different  form 
from  the  genitive  singular,  the  dative  plural  of  regular 
nouns  is,  without  exception,  formed  from  it  in  this  and 
all  the  other  declensions  ;  as  f  jeal,  pjéalca,  dat.  pi. 
pgéalcaib ;  cojaó,  co5ra,  co5raib ;  aonac,  aonaije, 
Gonaijib;  as  a  n-aonaijib  ajup  a  j-corhbaluib  coic- 
cionna,  "at  general  fairs  and  assemblies**;"  mullac, 
mullaije,  mullaijib ;  bealac,  bealaije,  bealaijib, 
and,  by  syncope  in  old  manuscripts,  beilse,  beiljib ; 
éaoac,  éaoaije,  éaoaijib*. 

In  the  spoken  Irish  some  few  nouns  of  this  declension,  ending 
in  áp,  form  the  nominative  phiral  hy  adding  aca  to  the  nominative 
singular,  as  clap,  a  hoard,  or  a  plain,  nominative  plural,  clopaca; 
but  cláip  is  the  plural  used  by  correct  writers,  as  Ip  na  claip  piop 
50  Sionoinn,  "  and  the  plains  down  to  the  Shannon.? — O'Heerin, 

*  Keat.  Hist.  p.  57-  •  Cormac's  Gloss.,  voce  i^ejam. 
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See  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  additional  Notes,  p.  340 ; — leacap, 
leather,  learpaca;  others  add  lair,  as  éan,  or  éun,  a  bird,  éunlaic, 
birds,  as  jup  ab  ann  cijoii^eunlair  Gipionn  o'd  nypian-jopao, 
"  it  was  thither  the  birds  of  Ireland  were  wont  to  come,  to  bask  in 
the  sun." — Keat,  Hist,,  p.  32.     But  em  is  the  regular  plural. 

Some  nouns  of  this  declension,  of  more  than  one 
syllable,  suffer  syncope  in  the  nominative  plural,  as 
uball,  an  apple,  nom.  pi.  ubla  (for  uballa) ;  and  some 
suffer  syncope  and  attenuation,  as  Oopap,  a  door;  f olup, 
light ;  and  ropaó,  fruit ;  which  make  Doippe,  poilpe, 
roipre,  in  the  nominative  plural,  and  Doippib,  poilpib, 
coipcib,  in  the  dative  plural. 

Some  suffer  syncope  and  attenuation,  and  add  e,  to 
form  the  nominative  plural,  as  camgean,  a  covenant, 
nom.  pi.  caingne,  dat.  pi.  camjmb;  Damgean,  a  fast- 
ness, oam^ne,  Damgnib ;  puijeall,  a  sound,  f^^'s^^» 
puijlib;  geirheal,  a  fetter,  jeirhle,  jeiriilib;  éijeap, 
a  learned  man,  eigpe,  éijpib ;  cléipeac,  a  cleric,  cléi- 
pij,  clélpclb^ 

SECOND  DECLENSION. 

This  declension,  which  comprises  by  far  the  greater 
number  of  the  feminine  nouns  of  the  language,  is  dis- 
tinguished by  the  ending  of  the  genitive  singular,  which 
has  always  a  small  increase.  When  the  characteristic 
vowel  of  the  nominative  singular  is  broad,  the  genitive 
is  formed  by  attenuation  and  a  small  increase',  but  when 
slender  by  the  increase  only.     The  dative  singular  is 

^  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  24.  almost  invariably  the  vowel  e 

s  I  say  small  increase,  because,  short,  in  ancient  manuscripts  it 

although  in  modern  Irish  books  is  oftener  i,  and  sometimes  iu. 

and  manuscripts  this  increase  is 
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formed  from  the  genitive  by  dropping  the  increase,  and 
the  vocative  always  terminates  like  the  nominative.  The 
nominative  plural  is  formed  from  the  nominative  sin- 
gular by  adding  a  broad  increase**,  when  the  characte- 
ristic vowel  is  broad,  and  a  small  increase  when  the 
characteristic  vowel  is  small ;  the  genitive  plural  termi- 
nates like  the  nominative  singular,  and  the  dative  is 
formed  from  the  nominative  plural  by  adding  ib,  as  in 
the  following  examples : 


Cailleac,  a  hag. 
Simple  Form. 


SINGULAR. 

Nom.  cailleac. 
Gen.  caillije. 
Dat.    cailli^. 


PLURAL. 

Nom.  cailleaca. 
Gen.   cailleac. 
Dat.    caiUeacaib. 


Articulated  Form. 


SINGULAR. 

Nom.  an  cailleac. 
Gen.  na  caillije. 
Dat.    o'n  j-caillij. 


PLURAL. 

Nom.  na  cailleaca. 
Gen.  na  5-cailleac. 
Dat.    6  na  cailleacaib. 


**  This  broad  increase  is  a  in 
the  modem  language,  but  in  an- 
cient manuscripts  it  is  often  u, 
and  sometimes  o.  Dr.  Neilson 
makes  the  nominative  plural  ter- 
minate in  adh,  but  for  this  he 
has  no  authority,  or  even  ana- 
logy, ancient  or  modern.  In  the 
present  spoken  dialect  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught,  the  plurals 
of  some  nouns  of  this  declension 


are  formed  by  adding  ato  (the  1 
long)  to  the  nominative  singular, 
as  cailleacaíD,  for  cailleaca; 
capójaÍD,  for  capója,  coats ;  but 
this  form,  Avhich  is  not  found  in 
ancient  or  correct  modern  manu- 
scripts, should  be  considered  a 
provincial  peculiarity,  and  should 
not  be  taken  into  consideration, 
in  fixing  the  orthography  of  the 
general  language. 


N 
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To  this  declension  belong  all  the  feminine  nouns  in 
the  language  terminating  in  6;^,  which  are  principally 
diminutives,  and  are  all  declined  according  to  the  fol- 
lowing example : 

peápnós,  the  alder  tree. 
Simple  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  peapnó^.  Nom.  pecipnó^. 

Gren.   peapnói^e.  Gren.    peopnó^. 

Dat.    peapnói^.  Dat.    peapno^aib. 

Articulated  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  an  peapnó^.  Nom.  na  peapnó^. 

Gen.   na  peopnói^e.  Gen.    na  B-peopnoy. 

Dat.    6'n  B-peapn6i^.  Dat.     6  ina  peapno^iB. 

Many  nouns  of  this  declension,  like  those  of  the  first,  take  the 
irregular  attenuation,  as  clanni  children,  gen.  sing,  cloinne,  dat 
sing,  clomn;  lon^,  a  ship,  luin^e,  luinj^;  mon^,  mane,  muin^e, 
muin^.  But  in  the  province  of  Connaught  the  regular  attenuation 
is  always  preserved,  particularly  when  the  characteristic  vowel  is 
a,  as  clann,  clainne,  damn ;  lann,  a  hlade,  lainne,  lainn ;  and 
these  forms  are  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the  Books  of  Lecan 
and  Ballymote,  which  were  compiled  in  North  Connaught  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

Some  few  nouns  of  this  declension,  of  more  than  one  syllable, 
suffer  syncope,  as  imp,  an  island,  gen.  inpe,  and  when  broad  are 
attenuated  in  the  penultimate  syllable,  as  pluopoo,  a  shovel; 
lopcro,  a  kneading  trough;  coinneall,  a  candle;  obaip,  awork; 
which  make  in  the  genitive  singular  pluaipoe,  loipoe,  coinnle, 
otbpe,  which  last  makes  oibpeaca  in  the  nominative  pluraL  Oeoc, 
a  drink,  is  quite  irr^;ular,  making  oi^e  in  the  genitive,  and  oij^  in 
the  dative  singular ;  but  it  has  a  regular  plural,  oeoca. 
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Particular  Rules  for  the  Formation  of  the  Nominative 

Plural  of  the  Second  Declension. 

When  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  nominative 
singular  is  slender^  the  nominative  plural  is  formed  from 
it  by  adding  a  small  or  slender  increase. 

examples, — niaoin,  wealth,  nom.  pi.  maome,  as  "  do  bepc 
maine  mópa  oóib,  he  gave  them  rich  presents,"  Battle  of  Magh 
Rathy  p.  42 ;  cúip,  a  cause,  nom.  pi.  cuipe,  or  cuipi,  as  "56  do 
boDcqi  aóBal-cúipi  eli  ic  Gonial  'man  comepji  pm,  though  Con- 
gal  had  other  great  causes  for  this  rebellion,"  Id.y  p.  110;  eopnail, 
a  kind,  nom.pl.  eapnaile,  Id.^^.  118;  jnúip,  the  countenance, 
nom.  pi.  jnúipe,  or  ^núipi,  as  "a  njnúipi  ppi  lap,  their  faces  to  the 
earth." — Keat.  Hist.^  p.  125. 

Some  nouns  of  this  class  form  the  plural,  either  by 
adding  a  small  increase  or  the  termination  eanna,  as 
luib,  an  herb,  nom.  pi.  luibe,  or  luibeanna,  but  the 
latter  form,  which  is  like  the  Saxon  plural  termination 
en  (as  in  oxen^  women),  is  more  general,  and  better 
than  the  former,  because  more  distinct  and  forcible.  But 
nouns  of  this  declension,  terminating  in  eim,  as  léim,  a 
leap;  céim,  a  degree;  béim,  a  blow  ;  jiéim,  a  course. 


»  Some  words  of  this  declen- 
sion are  in  the  best  manuscripts 
indifferently  made  broad  or  slen- 
der in  the  nominative  singular, 
as  muinceap,  or  muuirip,  a  peo- 
ple, or  family ;  pinpeap,  or  pmpip, 
ancestry ;  aimpeap,  or  aimpip, 
time  ;  maioean,  or  maiom,  the 
morning  ;  aop,  or  oip,  an  age. 
And  in  the  spoken  language, 
words  of  this  declension  arc  made 
slender  in  one  district,  and  broad 


in  another  ;  for  example,  cop,  a 
foot,  and  cluap,  an  ear,  which 
arc  always  broad  in  other  parts 
of  Ireland,  are  pronounced  coip 
and  cluaip  in  the  casus  rectus 
in  the  county  of  Kilkenny.  From 
this  and  other  facts  it  is  quite 
clear  that  all  feminine  nouns, 
which  form  the  genitive  singular 
by  a  small  increase,  belong  to 
one  declension. 
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or  progress,  and  some  others,  with  their  compounds, 
have  the  latter  form  only,  and  are  thus  declined : 

SinoULAR.  PLtTRAL. 

Nom.  an  céim.  Nom.  na  céimeanna. 

Gen.  na  céime.  Gen.   na  ^-céimeann. 

Dat    ó'n  j-céim.  Dat.    6  na  ceimeannaxh. 

Some  nouns  of  this  declension  suffer  syncope,  and 
form  the  plural  hy  adding  eaba,  as  inif,  an  island, 
nom.  pi.  inpea6a.  The  word  coill,  a  wood,  makes 
coillce,  and  linn,  a  pool,  linnce. 

Particuulb  Rules  for  thb  Formation  of  the  Gkjmitivh 

Case  Fiural. 

It  has  been  stated  above,  in  the  general  rules  pre- 
fixed to  this  declension,  that  the  genitive  plural  termi- 
nates like  the  nominative  singular,  but  it  should  be 
added  here : 

1.  That  when  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  nomi- 
native singular  is  slender,  the  genitive  plural  sometimes 
drops  the  slender  vowel,  as  uaip,  an  hour,  gen.  pi.  na 
n-uap,  as  "cloiccech  ceneaó  Do  aicpm  ic  Rup  Dela 
pjii  pé  noi  n-uap,  a  steeple  of  fire  was  seen  at  Rusdela 
for  the  space  of  nine  hours^." 

2.  When  the  nominative  plural  is  formed  by  adding 
ce  to  the  nominative  singular,  the  genitive  plural  is 
formed  from  it  by  adding  aó,  or  oo,  as  coill,  a  wood, 
nom.  pi.  coillce,  gen.  pi.  na  5-coillceaó,  orna  5-coill- 
C106,  as  "  oip  Do  baDap  lomao  coill'cioó  cimcioll  an 

J  Book  of  Bally  mote,  foL  141,  a. 
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opotna  f  oiT),  for  there  were  many  woods  around  that 
hill^" 

3.  When  the  nominative  plural  terminates  in  anna, 
the  genitive  plural  is  formed  from  it  by  dropping  the  a, 
as  na  5-céimeann,  of  the  steps ;  na  m-béimeann,  of  the 
blows;  na  luiBeann,  of  the  herbs. 

THIRD  DECLENSION. 

The  third  declension  comprises  nouns  of  the  mascu- 
line and  feminine  gender,  which  have  a  broad  increase 
in  the  genitive  singular. 

The  dative  singular  always  terminates  like  the  no- 
minative. 

When  the  characteristic  vowel  is  broad  the  nomina- 
tive plural  is  formed  from  the  nominative  singular  by 
adding  a  broad  increase,  and  when  slender  a  slender  in- 
crease', and  the  genitive  and  dative  plural  are  formed  as 
in  the  second  declension,  as  in  example : 

Upeap,  masc,  a  battle. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  cpeap.  Nom.  qieapa. 

Gen.    rpeapa.  Gen.    qieap. 

Dat.     qieap  Dat.     cpeapaib. 

To  this  declension  belong  all  derivative  abstract 
nouns  in  ace,  which  are  all  of  the  feminine  gender,  as 
mallacc,  a  curse;  Dapacc,  boldness;  cpóóacc,  bravery; 

^  Keat  Hist.,  p.  25.  crease  is  lóe,  in  modern  Irish, 

*  This  broad  increase  is  gene-      and  eaoa,   or   eoa,  in   ancient 
rally  a,  anna;  the  slender  in-      manuscripts. 


94  Third  Declension.  [pabt  il 

mópóacr,  greatness.  Also  derivative  abstract  nouns 
terminating  in  cap,  which  are  all  of  the  masculine  gen- 
der» as  caipDeaf,  friendship;  aoibneaf,  delight;  pu- 
auhneap,  tranquillity  ;  nnneap,  sickness*  This  latter 
class  sometimes  form  the  genitive  like  nouns  of  the  first 
declension,  as : 

Qoibneap,  masc,  delight. 

SINGULAR.  \TFani8  the  PluraL'] 

Nom.  aoiBneap. 
Gen.   aoibneapa,  or  aoiBntf. 
Dat    aoiBneap. 

TTlallacr,  fem.,  a  curse. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  mallacr.  Nom.  fnallaéra. 

Gen.   mallacca.  Gen.   mallacc,  or  Tnallacoan. 

Dat.    mallacc.  Dat.    mallaccaib. 

These  two  classes  of  nouns  most  generally  want  the 
plural  number,  as  being  names  of  abstract  ideas. 

To  this  declension  belong  all  short  monosyllables  of 
the  masculine  gender,  and  such  as  terminate  in  ac,  ucc, 
ucr,  ul,  up,  ur,  as  car,  a  battle;  Oar,  colour;  ucc,  the 
breast;  Dpácr,  dew;  ^ul,  lamentation  ;  lup,  a  leek; 
rpur,  a  stream.  And  many  in  ac,  as  ar,  a  ford ;  bpar, 
the  day  of  judgment;  bloc,  a  flower;  r5^^>  *  shadow. 
Of  these  such  as  are  characterized  by  u  short  change  ii 
into  o  in  the  genitive  singular,  as  ucr,  ocra;  ppur, 
f  pora ;  jul,  gola  ;  lup,  lopa  ;  also,  guc,  a  voice,  makes 
joca ;  spue,  curds,  jpoca ;  cpuc,  shape,  cpoca,  &c. 

To  this  declension  also  belong  all  verbal  nouns  in 
ace,  all,  and  arhaiTi,  as  ceacc,  coming,  which  makes 
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in  the  genitive  singular  reacca ;  gabail,  taking, 
jabála  ;  rógBáil,  raising,  cósbála  ;  geallarhain,  pro- 
mising, sealarhna  ;  leanarhain,  following,  leanarhna; 
cailearhain,  losing,  cailleariina,  those  in  the  latter  ter- 
minations always  suffering  syncope. 

To  this  declension  also  belong  many  names  of  men, 
as  Qo6,  Qonjjup,  Diapmaio,  Donnchaó,  peapjup, 
Tílupcaó,  Oilioll,  which  form  their  genitives  by  post- 
fixing  a  short.  Under  it,  also,  may  be  classed  Qinmipe, 
6ocaió,  piacpa,  Lujaió,  which  sometimes  form  their 
genitives  by  suffixing  a,  and  sometimes  ac,  or  eac,  as 
Gocaóa,  or  Gacac,  piacpac,  Loja,  Cujóac,  or  Luij- 
óeac. 

To  this  declension  also  belong  all  short  monosyllabic 
nouns  characterized  by  lo  short  (written  with  a  single  i 
in  old  manuscripts),  which  form  the  genitive  singular 
by  changing  lo  into  ea  short,  as  bliocc,  milk ;  cior,  a 
shower;  biop,  a  spit;  cpiop,  a  girdle;  cpior,  trembling; 
piop,  knowledge;  lionn,  ale;  liop,  a  fort;  pliocc, 
progeny;  pioc,  frost ;  piocc,  shape,  which  make  in  the 
genitive  singular  bleacca,  ceara,  beapa,  cpeapa, 
cpeara,  peapa,  lear.na,  leapa,  pleacca,  peaca, 
peacca. 

To  this  declension  also  belong  all  verbal  nouns  ter- 
minating in  aó,  eaó,  and  U5a6,  which  form  their  geni- 
tives singular  like  their  passive  participles,  as  oaópaó, 
condemning,  gen.  sing,  oaopca;  poillpiugao,  revealing, 
gen.  sing,  poillpijce. — See  passive  verb.  They  have 
sometimes,  though  rarely,  a  second  genitive  formed 
by  attenuation,  as  oaopaió,  poillpiujaió,  but  this  is 
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not  to  be  approved  of,  as  it  is  seldom  to  be  met  with  in 
good  manuscripts. 

Some  nouns  ending  in  oo,  which  have  two  consonants  in  this 
middle,  insert  a  vowel,  for  the  sake  of  euphony,  between  these  con- 
sonants, in  forming  the  genitive  singular,  and  change  ao  to  ra,  as 
lonj^noD,  wonder»  gen.  sing,  lon^anca  ;  ciotmf^ncxD,  beginning, 
ctonnf^anca;  cofnaó,  defence,  copancxx;  aópaó,  adoration,  aó<xp- 
ra ;  cunnpaó,  a  covenant,  cunnapéa 

On  the  other  hand,  some  sufier  syncope,  as  a^llom,  a  dialogue, 
which  makes  in  the  genitive  singular  a^aliiia ;  pia^il,  a  rule, 
pia^la ;  pfoj^,  a  queen,  pfo^a;  ofo^l,  revenge,  ofo^Ux ;  colann, 
the  body,  colna ;  olann,  wool,  olna ;  ppior6lani,  an  attendant, 
fpiocolma ;  pupáileaifi,  order,  fupáilihe ;  oéanaih,  doing,  makes 
oéomma,  but  oéorxxó  makes  oéonca. 

All  personal  nouns  in  oip,  or  éoip,  which  are  all  of 
the  masculine  gender,  belong  to  this  declension,  and 
form  the  gen.  in  ópa ;  and  these  masculine  nouns  ainm, 
a  name;  speim,  a  morsel ;  nai6m,  a  lien,  a  covenant; 
f naibm,  a  knot ;  maióm,  a  defeat ;  peióm,  exertion ; 
rei6m,  a  disease,  which  make,  in  the  genitive  singular, 
anma,  ]^peama,  naóma,  fnaóma,  maóma,  peaóma, 
ceaóma,  and  form  their  plurals  by  adding  una  to  the 
genitive  singular,  as  anmanna,  jpeamanna",  &c. 

To  this  declension  also  belong  many  feminine  nouns 
ending  in  ip  (short),  which  make  the  genitive  singular 
in  ac,  as  laip,  a  mare,  which  makes,  in  the  genitive 
singular,  lapac ;  oaip,  the  oak,  oapac ;  lapaip,  a 
flame,  lappac ;  rpeoip,  vigour,  cpeopac  ;  beoip,  beer, 
beopac  ;  and  the  proper  names  Ueamaip,  Tara,  and 

"  Haliday  erroneously  makes     which  have  a  small  increase  in 

these  nouns  belong  to  his  fourth      the  genitive  singular See  his 

declension,  which  includes  nouns     urcdic  Grammar,  p.  39. 
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peoip,  the  river  Nore,  which  make  Tl^earhpac,  peo- 
pac.  From  this  rule  must  be  excepted  maraip,  a 
mother,  which  makes  marap,  not  maqiac. 

The  following  feminine  nouns,  which  are  characterized  hy  i 
short,  are  somewhat  irregular:  puil,  hlood ;  coil,  the  will;  mil, 
honey,  which  make  in  the  genitive  singular,  pola,  cola,  meala ; 
but  most  others  are  regular,  as  cluain,  a  bog  island;  cam,  tribute; 
móin,  a  bog  ;  cam,  a  flock ;  which  make  in  the  genitive  singular, 
cluana,  cánu,  mono,  cána. 

To  this  declension  belong  a  few  masculine  nouns,  ending  in  ip, 
forming  the  genitive  singular  by  dropping  the  i,  as  acaip,  bpácaip, 
a  brother ;  which  make  in  the  genitive  singular  acap,  bpacap. 

A  few  masculine  nouns  of  this  declension,  ending  in  am,  make 
the  genitive  singular  in  an,  as  bpeiceum,  a  judge;  ceioeam,  the 
month  of  May ;  peiceam,  a  debtor ;  oáileam,  a  cupbearer ;  oúilearh, 
the  Creator;  p^ct^F^'^»  *  Philosopher ;  oipeam,  a  ploughman;  also 
the  feminine  noun  calam,  which  makes  caiman  ;  but  some  poets 
make  it  masculine,  and  write  calaim  in  the  genitive  singular,  to 
answer  their  rhymes. 

Paeticular  Rules  for  the  Formation  of  the  Nominative 
AND  Dative  Plural  of  the  Third  Declension. 

• 

It  has  been  stated  in  the  general  rule  prefixed  to 
this  declension,  that  the  nominative  plural  is  formed 
from  the  nominative  singular  by  adding  a  broad  or  small 
increase  according  to  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the 
latter.  The  following  rules  will  further  assist  the  learner 
in  forming  the  plurals  of  particular  classes  of  nouns  : 

1.  Some  add  a,  or  nna  to  the  genitive  singular,  as 
Dae,  colour,  nom.  pi.  oara,  or  Dacanna;  fpuc,  a 
stream,  nom.  pi.  f poca,  or  pporanna ;  cioú,  a  shower, 
nom.  pi.  ceara,  or  cearanna ;  and   the   dat.   pi.    is 

o 
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formed  from  the  nom.  pL  by  adding  ib,  as  Dacaib,  or 
oarannaiby  &c. 

The  following  nouns-masculine,  ainm,  a  name ; 
5peim,  a  morsel ;  namm,  a  lien ;  pnai6m,  a  knot ; 
maióm,  a  defeat ;  reióm,  a  disease,  form  their  nomina- 
tives in  the  same  way ;  and  their  plural,  by  adding  nna 
to  the  genitive  singular,  as  anmanna,  ^peamanna,  na6- 
manna,  pnaómanna,  maomanna,  reoómanna ;  datives 
plural  by  adding  ib  to  the  nominative,  as  anmannaib, 
2;peamannaLb,  naómannaib,  fnaómannaib,  mabman- 
naib,  ceaómannaib. 

2.  Personal  nouns  in  oip,  or  eói]i,form  the  nominative 
plural  from  the  nominative  singular  by  adding  i6e  in  the 
modem  language,  and  eoa  in  the  ancient,  as  p eanoip, 
an  old  man,  nom.  pL  peanóipióe,  or  penóipeóa ;  and 
the  dat.  pi.  is  formed  from  the  nom.  pi.,  as  peanóipióib, 
or  penóipeóaib. 

Haliday  fonns  the  nominative  plural  of  nouns  of  this  class  in 
oipe,  opa,  or  6pca ;  but  for  these  terminations  he  gives  no  autho- 
rity. Dr.  Neilson  forms  it  by  adding  i^,  as  pi^eaooip,  a  weaver, 
pi^eaoóipi^.  But  the  fact  is,  that  these  writers  have  given  these 
terminations  without  any  written  authority,  being  guided  by  the 
pronunciation,  or  by  conjecture,  for  this  termination  is  written 
eoa,  or  fóa,  in  ancient  •  manuscripts,  and  foe  by  the  best  modem 
writers,  as  in  the  following  examples  in  Keating*s  History  of  Ire- 
landf  where  oli^eóip,  a  lawyer,  is  written  in  the  nominative  plural 
oli^eóipióe ;  and  aip^eóip,  a  plunderer,  aip^eoipioe ;  ex.  a 
n-oli^ceóipióe  péin  o'a  n-^ipio  6peirioThain,  suosjuridicoa  quos 
vacant  Brehones^  p.  15 ;  cillio  aip^eóipióe  ainoiOioe  Bipionnac 
o*á  0-C15,  revertuntur  impudentes  ^rassatores  Htbemi  domum^ 
p.  106. 

3.  The  nouns  bpeicearh,   a  judge ;  peicearh,   a 
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debtor ;  Dai  learn,  a  cup-bearer  ;  pealf  arh,  a  philoso- 
pher ;  oipeam,  a  ploughman,  form  the  nominative  plu- 
ral  from  the  genitive  singular  by  attenuating  the  final 
consonant,  as  bpeirearham,  peiceariiain,  oáileariiain, 
pealpamam ;  and,  somewhat  contrary  to  the  usual  rule, 
form  the  dative  plural  from  the  nominative  singular  by 
adding  naib,  as  bpeicearimaib,  peicearhnaib,  Oaileam- 
naib,  pealparhnaib. 

4.  Feminine  nouns  ending  in  ip  (short)  form  the 
nominative  plural  from  the  genitive  singular  by  adding  a, 
asláip,amare,nom.pl.lápaca;lapaip,  a  flame, lappaca; 
Oaip,  an  oak,  Dapaca,  and,  by  syncope,  in  old  manu- 
scripts, Daipje  ;  macaip,  a  mother,  marpaca,  and  by 
attenuation,  mairpeaca ;  paioip,  a  prayer,  paiOpeaca ; 
eapaip,  a  layer,  or  litter,  eappaca.  To  these  may  be 
added  the  masculines  acaip,  a  father,  and  bpacaip, 
which  make  airpe,  or  airpeaca,  and  bpairpe,  or  bpáic- 
peaca.  Of  all  these  the  dative  plural  is  formed  from 
the  nominative  plural  by  adding  ib,  according  to  the 
general  rule  already  laid  down,  p.  87. 

5.  A  few  feminine  nouns  of  this  declension  ending 
in  m  short,  form  the  nominative  plural  from  the  nomi- 
native singular  by  adding  ce,  or  ci,  as  cluam,  a  meadow, 
or  bog  island,  nom.  pi.  cluaince,  or  cluainn  ;  moin,  a 
bog,  moince,  or  momci ;  cam,  a  flock,  caince,  or 
cáinci.  These  also  form  the  dative  plural  from  the 
nominative  plural,  according  to  the  general  rule,  as 
cluamcib,  móincib,  cámcib. 
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Pabticulab  Rulbs  fob  the  Fobkation  of  the  Gehitivb 
Case  Plubal  of  Nouirs  of  the  Thibd  Declension. 

The  general  rule  is,  that  the  genitive  plural  termi- 
nates like  the  nominative  singular,  but  the  following 
are  exceptions : 

1.  When  the  nominative  plural  ends  in  anna,  the 
genitive  plural  is  formed  from  it  by  dropping  the  final 
a,  as  oacanna,  colours,  gen.  pi.  na  n-oacann ;  mab- 
manna,  defeats,  gen.  pL  na  mabmann;  Dpomannc^ 
ridges,  or  hills,  gen.  pi.  na  n-Dpomann,  as  50  D-rapla 
impiopain  eacoppa  urn  peilb  na  o-cpi  n-opomann  ap 
peapp  baoi  a  n-6ipinn,  '*  until  a  contention  arose 
between  them  about  the  possessing  of  the  three  best 
hUls  in  Ireland"." 

2.  Personal  nouns  in  eoip,  or  oip,  form  the  genitive 
plural  from  the  genitive  singular  by  adding  c,  as  pean- 
óip,  an  old  man,  gen.  sing.  y*ean6pa,  gen.  pi.  peanópac^ 
as  arhail  ap  pollup  a  n-ajallaih  na  peanopac,  •*  as  is 
clear  in  the  dialogue  of  the  seniors*"." 

3.  When  the  nominative  plural  is  formed  from  the 
nominative  singular  by  adding  re,  or  a,  the  genitive 
plural  is  formed  from  the  nominative  plural  by  adding 
ab,  and  sometimes  ob,  in  the  modem  language,  as 
cluain,  cluaince,  na  5-cluainreab;  mom,  a  bog, 
móinre,  na  moince ;  cam,  rainre,  na  O-cainceab. 

It  may  perhaps  be  said,  that  this  declension  comprises  so  many 
varieties  of  formation  of  the  genitive  singular  and  nominative  plu- 
ral, that  to  class  them  nominally  under  the  same  declension  is  but 

*»  Keat.  HÍBt.,  p.  60.  •  Ibid.,  p.  29. 
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of  little  assistance  to  the  learner.  It  should,  however,  be  consi- 
dered that  in  Latin  the  third  declension,  as  given  in  our  grammars, 
merely  shews  the  last  syllable  of  the  genitive  singular,  without 
laying  down  rules  for  the  various  and  uncertain  modes  in  which 
the  additional  consonants  of  the  genitive  singular  are  formed  from 
the  nominative  singular,  as  in  lac,  lactis ;  onus,  oneris ;  salus, 
salutis;  08,  oris;  os,  ossis ;  onus,  oneris;  corpus,  corporis; 
lapis,  lapidis ;  poema,  poematis ;  caput,  capitis^  &c.  And  the 
student  must  remember,  that  these  various  endings  of  the  genitive 
singular  are  not  learned  from  a  grammar,  which  merely  states  that 
the  third  declension  is  known  by  the  genitive  singular  ending  in  «>, 
and  the  dative  in  t,  but  from  a  dictionary,  or  from  a  practical 
knowledge  of  the  language. 

FOURTH  DECLENSION. 

This  declension  comprises  nouns  of  the  masculine 
and  feminine  gender  ending  in  vowels,  and  which  have 
no  final  change  in  the  singular  number.  The  nomina- 
tive plural  is  generally  formed  from  the  singular  by 
adding  i6e,  or  aióe,  in  the  modern  language,  and  eóa, 
or  aóa,  in  the  ancient ;  and  the  dative  plural  is  formed 
from  the  nominative  plural  by  adding  ib. 

6apba,  fem.,  a  defect. 
Siinple  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  eafba.  Nom.  eapBaioe,  or  ea|  baoa. 

Gen,    eapBa.  Gen.    eafbao. 

Dat.    eapba.  Dat.    eapbaioib,  or  apbaóaib. 

Voc.    a  eapba.  Voc.    a  eapbaioe,  or  a  eapbaoci. 

Articulated  Form. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  an  eafba.  Nom.  na  h-eapbaoa. 

Gen,    na  h-eapba.  Gen.    na  n-eapbao. 

Dat.    o'n  eapba.  Dat.     ó  na  h-eapbaoaib. 
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It  should  be  remarked  here,  that  some  writers  often  close  words 
of  this  description  with  a  quiescent  6,  as  eofBoo.    In  the  ancient 
manuscripts,  instead  of  the  plural  termination  lóe,  or  aioe,  aba  is 
almost  always  used,  and  the  ois  generally  left  unaspirated,  as  6p  bcr 
h-inmeapca  a  n-eapbaoa,  <<  for  their  losses  were  not  considerable." 
— Battle  of  Magh  Math,  p.  1 10.    The  dative  plural  is  formed  from 
the  nominative  plural  by  adding  ib,  as  oalco,  a  foster-son,  noai» 
pL  oalraoa,  dat  pi.  oalcaoatB,  as   pop  mo  6alcaóai6  peipin, 
Id.^  p.  12,  for  the  modem  op  mo  óalcaióib  pém,  ''  on  my  own 
foster-sons."  But  Keating  and  the  Four  Masters  frequently  put  loe, 
or  ui6e,  in  the  nominative  plural,  and  foiB,  or  utoiB,  in  the  dative 
plural,  as  pe  ^ioUuidiB,  ^i^a^  ZTw^.,  p.  144;  oo  rpinpioiB  oaU 
man,  <<of  earthen  ramparts.** — annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  ad. 
ann.  1600.    It  is  highly  probable  that  the  ancients  pronounced  this 
termination  ata  as  two  syllables,  giving  6  a  guttural  sound.     In 
some  parts  of  Ireland,  apna,  a  rib,  makes  ap naou  in  the  nominative 
plural. 

To  this  declension  belong  all  personal  nouns  in  ai6e 
and  aipe.  The  former  make  the  nominative  plural  in 
ai6re,  as  pnarhuibe,  a  swimmer,  nom.  pi.  f  namui6re ; 
and  the  latter  in  peaba,  and,  in  the  modem  language, 
pi6e,  as  mfsaipe,  a  fisherman,  nom.  pi.  laf^aipeaóa, 
or  lapjaipibe. 

Keating,  however,  who  maybe  considered  one  of  the  last  of  the 
correct  Irish  writers,  often  writes  peaóa,  as  ^o  o-cáplcnxxp  lap^i- 
pea6a  pip,  ''so  that  fishermen  met  him." — Keai.  Hist.,  p.  71. 

The  termination  uióe  is  pronounced  at  present  nearly  like  uee, 
in  the  English  word  queen  (but  without  any  of  the  consonantal 
sound  of  n?),  in  the  singular;  but  its  plural  uiore  is  pronounced 
short  throughout  the  southern  half  of  Ireland. 

Many  other  nouns  of  this  declension  ending  in  aoi, 
1ÓC,  ije,  form  the  nominative  plural  by  adding  re,  or 
inserting  r  before  the  final  vowel,  as  olaoi,  a  lock  of  hair ; 
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fHXoi,  a  learned  man ;  opaoi,  a  druid,  f li^e,  a  way  ; 
bpije,  force :  olije,  a  law ;  cpoibe,  the  heart,  which 
make,  in  the  nominative  plural,  olaoire,  y*aoire,  Dpaoi- 
t:c,  flijjce,  bpijce,  olijre,  cpoióre,  and  in  the  da- 
tive plural  blaoicib,  paoicib,  Dpaoicib,  f  lijnb,  bpi^cib, 
olijjcib,  cpoiócib. 

The  nouns  reinne,  fire ;  baile,  a  town ;  léine,  a 
shirt ;  airne,  a  commandment,  make,  in  the  nominative 
plural,  reinnce,  bailee,  léinre,  aireanra,  and  in  the 
dative  plural  ccmncib,  bailcib,  léincib,  aireancaib. 

Ouine,  a  person,  is  quite  irregular,  making  Daoine 
in  the  nom.  pi.  and  oaoinib  in  the  dative  plural. 

In  the  province  of  Connaught,  the  plural  of  baile  is  made 
bcnlceacaíó,  which  is  very  corrupt;  and  in  the  same  province 
the  termination  fo  is  given  to  many  nouns  in  the  plural  number, 
which  is  never  found  in  correct  manuscripts,  and  which  is  unknown 
in  other  parts  of  Ireland,  as  oaoinfo,  people,  for  oaome.  And  this 
termination  is  used  not  only  in  nouns,  but  even  in  the  passive  par- 
ticiples of  verbs,  as  buailcfó,  for  buailce,  or  buailci.  The  word 
eeinne,  fire,  is  also  rather  irregularly  inflected  in  the  provinces  ;  it 
makes  rixi  ceinneann  in  the  genitive  singular,  and  cetnnueaca  in  the 
nominative  plural,  in  the  county  of  Elilkenny ;  but  in  the  province 
of  Connaught  it  makes  na  ceinneoó  (pronounced  rya  ceinniúó)  in  the 
genitive  singular,  and  ceinncíó,  or  ceinnceacaíó,  in  the  nominative 
plural;  and  it  should  be  remarked  that  na  ceinneaó,  the  genitive  sin- 
gular form  of  this  word  now  used  in  Connaught,  is  found  in  ancient 
manuscripts,  as  in  Cormac's  Glossary^  in  voce  airinne,  where  we 
read  airle  cheneaó,  <<  remnants  of  fire;"  and  in  the  Book  ofBal» 
Iff  mote  J  fol.  141,  where  we  read  cloicrech  ^tneixo,  "a  steeple  (or 
column)  of  fire."  The  word  léme,  a  shirt,  which  has  no  change  at 
present  in  the  singular  number,  is  found  written  lemeaó  in  the 
genitive  singular,  as  in  Cormdc'e  Gloseary^  voce  caimmpe.  The 
word  pill,  a  poet,  is  also  sometimes  made  pileao  in  the  genitive 
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singular,  as  Tí)a%r\  TTIac  Goaine  ainm  an  pileaó^  <*  Moen  Mac 
Edaine,  the  name  of  the  poet" — Cor.  Gloss.,  in  voce  Hloj  eime. 

Nouns  which  end  in  a  long  vowel  form  the  nomi- 
native plural  by  adding  a,  as  anpo,  misfortune,  nom.  pi. 
anpoa;  lap^no,  anguish,  nom.  pi.  lapgnoa ;  but  a  6  is 
sometimes  inserted  to  prevent  a  hiatus,  as  anpoóo, 
wpjnoóa. 

The  genitive  plural  of  this  declension  is  sometimes 
formed  from  the  nominative  singular,  and  sometimes  from 
the  nominative  plural ;  from  the  former  by  adding  aó, 
as  cemnc,  fire,  gen.  pi.  na  0-ceineaó,  •*  of  the  fires'* ;" 
corhaiple,  a  council,  gen.  pi.  na  5-comaiplea6,  or  na 
5-corhaiplio6'*;  Colla,  a  man's  name,  na  o-rpi  5-C0I- 
laó,  "  of  the  three  CoUas' ;"  pile,  a  poet,  peulca  na 
b-pilioó,  **  the  star  of  the  poets* ;"  peinne,  a  hero ;  o 
fpuic-lmncib  pola  na  b-pémmo6,  "from  the  streams 
of  the  blood  of  the  heroes^'*  But  when  the  nomina- 
tive plural  is  formed  from  the  nominative  singular 
by  adding  re,  or  re,  the  genitive  plural  should  be 
formed  from  it  by  adding  a6,  as  na  m-bailceaó,  na 
0-ceinncea6,  na  f'aoireaó ;  and  when  the  nominative 
plural  ends  in  a6a,  the  genitive  plural  should  be, 
and  is,  by  the  best  writers,  formed  from  it,  by  drop- 
ping the  a,  as  eapbaóa,  wants,  gen.  pi.  na  n-eapbab. 
It  should  be  observed  that  some  words  are  very  irregu- 
lar in  forming  this  case,  as  t>paoi,  a  druid,  which  makes 
na  n-t>pua6,  and  paoi,  a  learned  man,  na  pua6,  though 


P  Keat.  Hiat^  p.  95.  •  Id.,  p.  1 14. 

'  Id.,  p.  97.  ^  Id.,  p.  146. 

'  Id.,  p.  99. 
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some  authors  would  write  them  na  n-Dpaoiceaó,  na 
faoiceaó. 

FIFTH  DECLENSION. 

This  declension  comprises  nouns  of  the  feminine, 
and  some  of  the  masculine  gender,  which  add  a  conso- 
nant, generally  n,  or  nn,  in  the  genitive  singular,  and 
are  attenuated  in  the  dative.  The  nominative  plural  is 
generally  formed  from  the  genitive  singular  by  eliding 
the  vowel  preceding  n,  and  adding  a;  but  some  nouns  of 
this  declension  form  their  plurals  rather  irregularly. 

Lanarha,  fem.,  a  married  couple. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  lánaiTici,  Nom.  lánariina. 

Gen.    Idnaman.  Gen.   lanaihan. 

Dat.    lanamain.  Dat.    lanamnaiB. 

Voc.   a  lánaiha.  Voc.    a  lananina. 

In  this  manner  are  declined  ulca,  beard ;  cearpama,  a  quarter; 
ealaóa,  science;  oeapna,  the  palm  of  the  hand;  locla,  a  hay-yard ; 
cuiple,  a  vein  ;  uille,  an  elbow  ;  coriiappa,  a  neighbour ;  mean  ma, 
the  mind  ;  peappa,  a  person  ;  uppa,  the  jamb  of  a  door ;  oile,  a 
flood.  But  ^uala,  a  shoulder;  apa,  the  kidney;  ^oba,  a  smith; 
leaca,  a  cheek  ;  injo,  a  nail  (of  the  finger,  &c.) ;  lupja,  the  shin, 
are  attenuated  in  the  nominative  plural,  and  make  ^uailne,  áipne, 
^oiBne,  leicne,  injne,  luipjne ;  and  in  the  dative  plural,  juailniB, 
aipnib,  leicnib,  &c. 

Ceanja,  a  tongue,  makes  in  the  nominative  plural  ceanjra, 
and  in  the  dative  plural  ceanjraib. 

The  genitive  plural  of  these  nouns  is  exactly  like  the  genitive 
singular,  as  jépirep  alrán  beppra  paebup  a  lupjan,  "  sharper 
than  a  razor  was  the  edge  of  their  shins,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath, 
p.  20  ;  mipe  menman,  <<  madness  of  mind,*'  Jd.^  p.  32. 

The  following  names  of  places  (which  want  the  plural  number, 

P 


106  Fifth  Declension.  [part  ii. 

except  Cipa,  which  makes  Qipne)  belong  to  this  declension  :  Qlba, 
Scotland  ;  Cfpa,  the  island  of  Aran  ;  UaiUce,  Tel  town,  in  Meath  ; 
6ipe,  Ireland;  Raoipe,  Reelion,  in  the  county  Kildare;  and  Qlma, 
Allen,  in  Kildare;  which  make  in  the  genitive  singular,  QlLcin, 
Qpan,  CaiUceann,  Gipeann,  T^aoipeann,  Qlmun ;  and  in  the  da- 
tive, Qlbam,  Qpain,  CaiUcinn,  6ipinn,  T^aoipmn,  Qlmain. 

6aca,  a  duck,  makes  na  lacan  in  the  genitive  singular  and  geni- 
tive plural,  and  lacuin  in  the  nominative  plural ;  cu,  a  greyhound, 
with  its  compounds,  makes,  gen.  sing,  con,  dat.  sing,  com,  and 
nom.  pi.  coince  ;  bpo,  a  quern,  or  handmill,  bpon,  bpdm,  bpomce; 
bo,  a  cow,  bo,  bom,  ba,  and  dat  pi.  buaiB,  as  Ian  oe  Buaib, 
ocup  jpoi^ib,  ocup  cámcib,  *'  full  of  cows,  flocks,  and  herds." — 
Jiuttle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  80. 

There  are  a  few  nouns  which  some  Irish  writers  inflect  as  if 
they  belonged  to  this  declension,  while  others  inflect  them  as  if 
they  belonged  to  the  fourth,  as  pile,  a  poet;  arhpa,  an  elegy; 
beacci,  life;  apa,  a  charioteer;  bioobct,  an  enemy;  pi,  a  king; 
and  a  few  others,  but  the  inflections  of  these  nouns  are  not  settled, 
and  have  been  inflected  diflerently  by  the  best  Irish  writers,  for 
example,  one  writes  pi,  a  king,  pi^,  and  preserves  that  form  un- 
altered throughout  the  singular  number ;  another  makes  pi  in  the 
nominative,  pij  in  the  genitive,  and  pi^re  in  the  plural,  while  a 
third,  for  the  sake  of  distinction,  writes  pi  in  the  nom.  sing.,  pij  in 
the  gen.  sing.,  pio^a  in  the  nom.  pi.,  and  na  pioj  in  the  gen.  pi. 
Some  write  beara,  life,  in  the  nrmi.  sing.,  beacao  in  the  gen,  sing., 
and  beacaiD  in  the  dat.  sing.  ;  while  others  write  beaca  through- 
out all  the  cases  of  the  singular. 

The  noun  capa,  a  friend,  makes  capat)  in  the  gen.  sing.,  capaio 
in  the  dat. sing.,  and  caipoe  in  the  nom.  pi.,  as  ni  h-aipcio  capaoap 
capaio,  **  it  is  not  the  request  of  a  friend  from  a  friend." — Battle 
o/  Mufjh  Ratli^  p.  106.  And  in  like  manner  are  inflected  bpaja, 
the  neck;  Nuaoa,  a  man's  name;  but  some  writers  make  these 
bpu^aiD,  Niiaoar,  in  the  nominative  singular.  Such  nouns  are 
therefore  unsettled  as  to  the  forms  of  their  nominative  singular  and 
inflections  ;  poets  have  always  used  such  of  the  forms  as  answered 
their  measures  and  rhvmcs. 
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OF  IRREGULAR  SUBSTANTIVES. 

The  following  nouns  are  quite  irregular,  and  do  not 
properly  come  under  any  of  the  above  declensions,  viz., 
Dia,  God ;  la,  a  day  ;  cnu,  a  nut ;  ua,  or  O,  a  grand- 
son ;  5a,  a  javelin  ;  mi,  a  mouth ;  caopa,  a  sheep ;  cpo, 
a  hovel ;  bpu,  the  womb ;  bean,  a  woman ;  ceo,  a  fog ; 
cpe,  clay  ;  which  are  declined  as  follows : 

Dia,  masc.,  God. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  t)ia.  Nom.  t>ee,  or  Oéire. 

Gen.  t)e.  Gen,   Dia,  or  Déiéeaó. 

Dat    Dia.  Dat.    DéiB,  or  Déicib. 

Voc.   a  Dhé,  or  Dhia.  Voc.  a  Dhee,  or  Dhéire. 

La,  masc,  a  day. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  la.  Nom.  laepa,  or  láice. 

Gen.   lae,  or  laoi.  Gen.  laerao,  or  láire. 

Dat.    la,  or  16.  Dat.    laeraiB,  or  UxiciB. 

Voc.   a  la,  lae,  or  laoi.  Voc.   a  laeca,  or  láire. 

Cúire  is  the  form  of  the  nominative  plural  generally  found  in 
good  manuscripts,  but  laera  is  also  to  be  met  with ;  and  in  the 
spoken  language  in  most  parts  of  Munster  it  is  made  laoranra. — 
See  Lynch 8  Introduction  to  the  Irish  Language^  p.  9.  It  is 
sometimes  made  láire  in  the  genitive  plural,  without  the  characte- 
ristic termination  aó,  as  \i^x  an  .oibpiu^ao  poineoihail  pé  láirhe, 
^' after  the  glorious  work  of  six  days." — Battle  o/MaghRath^ 
p.  94. 
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Cno,  masc,  a  nut. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nona,  cno,  Nom.  cnoa,  cna,  cnai. 

Gen.   cno,  cnui.  Gen.   cnoo,  cnuo. 

Dat.    cno,  cnu.  Dat.    cnoaib,  cnaib. 

Voc.   a  cno,  cnui.  Voc.    a  cnocu 

O,  or  Ua,  masc,  a  grandson,  or  descendant. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  o,  or  via.  Nom.  uí,  f. 

Gen.    ui,  or  i.  Gen.   ua. 

Dat.    o,  ua.  Dat.    uib,  ib. 

Voc.   a  ui,  or  a  Í.  Voc.   a  ui,  or  ai. 

The  Vocative  is  generally  ui,  as  Q  ui  Qinmipeach,  "0  grand- 
son of  Ainmire,"  Battle  of  Mag h  Rath ^  p.  14;  Q  ui  Ruopaije, 
**  0  descendant  of  Rudhraighe,"  Id,,  p.  204. 

^a,  masc,  a  spear,  or  javelin. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  5a.  Nom.  5001,  jaera,  jaoire. 

Gen.    jai,  5001.  Gen.    gar,  jaecao,  jaoiceao. 

Dat.    5a,  jjai.  Dat.    jaoib,  jaeraib,  jaoirib. 

Voc.   a  ja,  jaoi.  Voc.    jaeca,  jaoire. 

This  noun  is  also  correctly  written  jar,  in  the  nominative,  but 
in  ancient  manuscripts  5a  occurs  more  frequently,  as  50  poibe 
cpu  a  cpÍDi  pop  pino  in  jai,  "  so  that  his  heart's  blood  was  on 
the  head  of  the  javelin/'  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  36;  popjum  do 
jai,  **a  cast  of  a  javelin,"  ^njials  of  Tighernach^  ad,  an,  234. 

mi,  fern.,  a  month. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  mi.  Nom.  miopa. 

Gen.    miopa,  míp.  Gen.    miop. 

Dat.    mip,  tni.  Dat.    ihfopaib,  mfpo,  mipu. 

Voc.   a  ihi.  Voc.   a  miopa. 

Q  meóon  mtp  Hlai,  "in  the  middle  of  the  month  of  May," 
Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  106;  ppi  cpi  mipa,  Id.^  p.  24. 
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Caopa,  fern.,  a  sheep. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  caopa.  Nona,  caoipi^. 

Gen.   oaopac.  Gen.    caopac. 

Dat.    caopa.  Dat.    caopcaiB. 

Voc.   a  caopa.  Voc.   a  caopca. 

6p6,  fem.,  the  womb. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  bpu.  Nom.  bponna. 

Gen.   bponn,  or  bpuinne.  Gen.   bponn. 

Dat.    bpomn.  Dat.    bponnaib. 

Voc.    a  bpu.  Voc.  a  bponna. 

bean,  fem.,  a  woman. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  bean.  Nom.  mná. 

Gen.   mná.  Gen.   ban. 

Dat    mnaoi.  .  Dat.    mnaib. 

Voc.   a  bean.  Voc.    a  mnd. 

Ceo,  a  fog,  makes  ciac  in  the  genitive  singular ; 
cpe,  clay,  makes  cpiaió ;  and  cpo,  a  hut,  makes  gen. 
sing,  cpaoi,  and  nom.  pi.  cpaoire". 


CHAPTER  m. 

ADJECTIVES. 


Section  1. — Declensions  of  Nouns  Adjective. 

There  are  four  declensions  of  adjectives,  which  are 
determined  by  the  characteristic  vowel,  thus : 

^  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  94, 


110  First  Declension  of  Adjectives,     [part  ii. 


FIRST  DECLENSION. 

Adjectives  ending  in  consonantSi  and  having  their 
characteristic  vowel  broad,  are  of  the  first  declension, 
and  are  inflected,  in  the  masculine  gender,  like  the  first 
declension  of  substantives,  except  that  they  always  form 
the  plural  by  adding  a.  In  the  feminine  they  are  de- 
clined like  the  second  declension  of  substantives. 

Example. — TTlop,  great. 
Singular, 

MASC.  FCM. 

Nom.  mop.  Nom.  ihóp. 

Gen.   ihóip.  Gen.   moipe. 

Dat    ni6p.  Dat    nióip. 

Voc.    móip.  Voc.   iiióp. 

Plural. 

Nom.  ihopa.  Nom.  mópa. 

Gen.   mop.  Gen.   m6p. 

Dat    mopa.  Dat     mópa. 

Voc.   mopa,  Voc.   mopa. 

A  few  dissyllabic  words  of  this  declension  are  contracted  in  the 
genitive  singular  of  the  feminine,  and  in  the  nominative  plural,  as 
uapal,  noble,  uaiple;  umal,  humble,  uiiiile,  uihla ;  peamap,  fat, 
peimpe,  peampa  ;  and  some  others. 

The  initial  letter  of  the  adjective,  if  an  aspirable 
consonant,  must  be  aspirated  in  the  nominative,  dative, 
and  vocative  of  feminines,  and  in  the  genitive  and  da- 
tive, and  vocative  singular,  and  nominative  plural  of 
masculines.  When  the  article  is  expressed,  the  genitive 
plural  of  the  substantive,  and  its  adjective,  suffers  eclipsis, 
and  the  dative  singular  of  the  substantive,  as  already 
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remarked,  suffers  eclipsis  after  all  the  simple  prepositions, 
except  De  and  t>o ;  and  in  this  case  also  the  initial  of 
the  adjective  is  eclipsed  as  well  as  that  of  the  substan- 
tive, as  o*n  m-baile  j-ceaOna,  from  the  same  town. 

In  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  the  dative  plural  of  adjectives,  as 
well  as  of  suhstantives,  often  terminates  in  ib,  or  aib.  This  termi- 
nation is  very  generally  used  in  the  old  Irish  historical  tale  called 
Tain  Bo  CtAailgne^  of  which  there  is  a  good  copy  preserved  in 
Ledbliar  na  h-Uidhri^  and  sometimes,  also  in  the  Battle  of  Magh 
Bathy  as  le  h-opoaib  imrpoitiaib,  "  with  heavy  sledges,'*  p.  238; 
oopbeip  a  01  boipp  im  ooib  lecnib,  <<he  places  his  two  palms  on  his 
tno  cheeks,"  Cor,  Gloss.  ^  voce  Imbap  pop  opnae.  It  is  occasion- 
ally used  even  by  the  Four  Ma^ters^  as  in  the  following  passage, 
at  the  year  1597:  Ro  jabpar  t)ia  6uain,  t)ia  maipc,  ajup  t)ia 
Ceuoaoin  03  oiúbpacaó  an  baile  00  oaopaib  qiomaib,  copann- 
ihopaib  cemncije  a  ^onnaóaib  juc-ápoaib,  i.  e.  **  on  Monday, 
Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  they  continued  to  shoot  at  the  castle  with 
fiery  heavy  balls  from  their  loud-roaring  guns/* 

This  termination  is,  however,  never  found  in  modern  Irish 
books,  and  no  trace  of  it  is  discoverable  in  the  spoken  language  of 
the  present  day,  except  when  the  adjective  is  put  substantively,  as 
DO  boctxxib,  to  the  poor,  &c. 

Some  writers  form  the  plural  of  adjectives  of  this  declension 
like  that  of  substantives  of  the  first  declension,  as  in  the  Battle  of 
Magh  Bath^  p.  22:  áp  bio  impepnaij  pipu  Bpenn  impi,  «*  for  the 
men  of  Ireland  will  be  quarrelsome  at  it;**  but  no  trace  of  this  mode 
of  inflection  is  found  in  the  spoken  language. — See  Syntax, 

SECOND  DECLENSION. 

Adjectives  ending  in  consonants,  and  having  their 
characteristic  vowel  small,  belong  to  this  declension. 
The  genitive  singular  feminine,  and  nominative  plural 
of  both  genders  ^re  formed  by  postfixing  e  to  the  nomi- 
native singular.   The  genitive  singular  masculine  never 
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takes   any  terra inational   change,   as  in  the  following 
example  : 

Example, — TTlin,  smooth. 

Singular. 

MASC.  FSM. 

Nom.  min.  Nom.  niin. 

Gen.   TTlin.  Gen.    mine. 

Dat.    mfn.  Dat.    liitn. 

Voc.    TTlin.  Voc.    TTifn. 

Plural. 

Nora.  Thine.  Nom.  Tnine. 

Gen.    TTlin.  Gen.    min. 

Dat.    TTiine.  Dat.    Tnine. 

Voc.    Tnine.  Voc.    mine. 

Some  dissyllabic  nouns  of  this  declension  are  contracted  in  the 
genitive  singular  feminine,  and  in  the  nominative  plural  of  both 
genders,  as  milip,  sweet,  gen.  sing.  fem.  Tnilpe;  aoiómn,  delight- 
ful, gen.  sing.  fem.  aoione  ;  ulumn,  beautiful,  gen.  sing.  fem.  áilne, 
and  sometimes  áille. 

THIRD  DECLENSION. 

To  this  declension  belong  all  adjectives  terminating 
in  aráail ;  they  suffer  syncope  and  take  a  broad  increase 
in  the  genitive  singular  and  nominative  plural  of  both 
genders,  and  in  the  dative  and  vocative  plural  of  both 
genders. 

Example. — ^^^^^^^^»  lovely. 
Singular. 

MASC.  FEM. 

Nom.  jeanoTTiail.  Nom.  jeanaTiiail. 

Gen.   jeanaThla.  Gen.   jeanaThla. 

Dat.    ^eanaiTiail.  Dat.    jeanaThail. 

Voc.   jeanaTTiail.  Voc.   jeanaihail. 


CHAP.  111.]     Adjectives  declined  with  Nouns.  113 

Plural. 

MASC.  FEM. 

Noni.  ^eanariiLa.  Nom.  yeananila. 

Gen.   jeanamail.  Gen.    yeanamail. 

Dat.    jeanariila.  Dat.     jeanamla. 

Voc.    jeanarhla.  Voc.    ^eanamla. 

FOURTH   DECLENSION. 

This  declension  comprises  all  adjectives  ending  in 
vowels.  They  have  no  terminational  change  in  the 
modern  language''. 

Example. — Oona,  miserable. 
Singular. 

MASC.  F£M. 

Nom.  oona.  Nom.  bona. 

Gen.   oona.  Gen.    Dona. 

Dat.    bona.  Dat.    bona. 

Voc.    oona.  Voc.    oona. 


Section  2. — Adjectives  declined  with  Nouns. 

Adjectives  beginning  with  mutable  consonants  are 
aspirated  in  the  nominative  singular  feminine  and  in  the 
genitive  singular  masculine,  and  also  in  the  vocative 
singular  of  both  genders ;  also  in  the  nominative  plural 
masculine  if  the  noun  ends  in  a  consonant.  When  the 
article  is  expressed  some  writers  aspirate  and  eclipse  the 

»  The  only  exception   in   the  guage  some  exceptions  to    this 

modem    language   is    the  word  rule  may  be  met  with,  as  beo, 

reir,  hot,  which  makes  ceo  in  living,  gen.  sing,  bi,  as  in  Hlac 

the  plural.     In  the  ancient  Ian-  De  bi,  Son  of  the  living  God. 

•  Q 
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adjective  like  the  substantive  to  which  it  belongs ;  but 
this,  although  perhaps  more  correct,  is  not  general  in 
the  written  or  spoken  language. 

Examples  of  a  Substantive  declined  with  its  Adjective. 
peap  rpean  (masc),  a  puissant  man. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  an  peap  rpean,  Nom.  na  pip  rpéana. 

Gen.    an  pip  cpéin.  Gen.    na  B-peap  D-qiéan. 

Dat.    o'n  b-peap  rpean,  or  t)-?:péan.  Dat.     6  na  peapaib  ?r|iéana. 

Voc.    a  pip  rpéin.  Voc.    a  peapa  rjiéana. 

Suil  50pm  (fejn.)>  ^  Wue  eye. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

NcJm.  an  r-púil  jopm.  Nom.  r\ci  puile  yopma. 

Gen.    na  púla  juipme.  Gen.    na  pul  n-jopm. 

Dat.    Do'n  c-púil  juipm.  Dat.     00  na  puilib  jqopma. 

Voc.    a  pull  jopm.  Voc.    a  puile  jopma. 

The  late  Mr.  James  Scurry,  in  his  Review  of  Irish  Grammars,  pub- 
lished in  vol.  XV.  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Irish  Academy, 
p.  50,  says,  that  "  the  dative  singular  of  the  adjective  should  be 
eclipsed,  instead  of  being  aspirated,  when  the  article  is  used,  except 
m  or  p  followed  by  any  consonant,  except  I,  n,  or  p,  as  Do'n  b-peap 
m-bpeaj,  &c.  In  the  plural  number,  the  genitive  masculine  and 
feminine  must  suffer  eclipsis,  instead  of  aspiration,  as  na  m-ban 
m-bpea6 ;  and  the  genitive  singular  masculine  must  not  be  eclipsed, 
but  aspirated,  as  an  ouine  óobpónaic,  an  pip  bpea^ ;  and  it  retains 
its  natural  power  in  the  genitive  feminine,  as  na  bo  báine."  The 
critic  is  here  generally  correct,  but  he  should  have  acknowledged 
that,  in  most  parts  of  Ireland,  the  preposition  t>o  causes  aspiration, 
and  that  some  writers  aspirate  the  dative  or  ablative  after  the  ar- 
ticle, as  laiih  pip  an  ^^^ippa"  °P^>  **  near  Garranard." — Duald 
MacFirhiSy  Tribes,  Sfc,  of  Hy-Fiachrachy  p.  336.  It  should  be  re- 


CHAP.  III.]     Adjectives  declined  with  Nowis.  115 

marked  here,  that  consonants  are  aspirated  in  the  phiral  merely 
for  the  sake  of  euphony,  and  not  to  distinguish  the  gender ;  for 
whenever  the  noun  to  which  the  adjective  belongs  terminates  in 
a  vowel,  the  initial  consonant  of  the  adjective  retains  its  natural 
sound,  as  ceolra  binne,  sweet  melodies.  But  when  the  plural  of 
the  noun  terminates  in  a  consonant,  then  the  initial  of  the  adjective 
is  aspirated,  as  pip  rhopu,  great  men.  In  the  genitive  plural,  when 
the  article  is  expressed,  the  initial  of  the  adjective  is  generally 
eclipsed,  as  well  as  that  of  the  noun,  as  ceannup  na  5-C015 
5-C01510Ó,  "  the  sovereignty  of  the  five  provinces,"  Keat.  Hist.y 
p.  22 ;  Ó  Shionainn  na  n-jappóa  n-jlan,  '*  from  the  Shannon  of 
fine  fields,"  Id.^  p.  24  ;  a  5-cionn  peace  m-bliaóna  n-oej,  '*  at 
the  end  of  seventeen  years,"  Id,,  p.  35  ;  ceangal  na  5-CÚ15  5-caol, 
**  the  fettering  of  the  five  smalls,"  Id.^  p.  19  ;  ban  na  m-ban 
n-baep,  **  the  fate  or  lot  of  the  bondwomen,'*  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce 
Cumal,  And  when  the  adjective  begins  with  a  vowel,  it  has  n 
prefixed,  as  na  b-peap  n-áluinn,  of  the  fair  men.  Some  writers 
also  eclipse  the  initial  of  the  adjective,  as  well  as  that  of  the  noun 
to  which  it  belongs,  in  the  dative  or  ablative  case,  when  the  article 
is  expressed,  as  C15  pop  ujDap  oile  pe  Seancup  ap  an  5-coihaip- 
10m  5-ceubna,  "  another  historical  author  agrees  with  the  same 
computation,"  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  27  ;  pip  an  B-peap  5-cpirip  j-coiii- 
lan,  **  with  the  fiery  portly  hero,"  Id.,  p.  45  ;  óap  pocpuij  ap  an 
D-cuinn  D-rpein,  **  as  he  bathed  in  the  mighty  flood,"  Id.,  ibid. ; 
'pan  b-paipje  j-caoil  cem  ip  in  aigein,  *'  in  the  narrow  sea  which 
goes  into  the  ocean,"  Id.,  p.  29.  When  the  noun  begins  with  a 
vowel,  and  the  adjective  with  a  consonant,  the  n  is  not  prefixed  to 
the  noun,  because  the  n  of  the  article  is  enough  to  answer  the 
sound,  as  a^  po  map  rij  peancaioe  oile  leip  an  áipioiii  5-céuóna, 
'Hhus  another  historian  agrees  with  the  same  computation,"  Id., 
ibid.  Where  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  according  to  the  strict 
grammatical  principle,  leip  an  áipioiri  5-ceuona  should  be  leip  an 
n-áipiom  j-ceuona.  But  there  are  some  who  think  that  in  this, 
and  such  similar  sentences,  the  n  belongs  to  the  initial  vowel  of 
the  noun,  and  that  the  a  stands  for  the  article ;  and  that  it  should 
therefore  be  printed  leip  a'  n-áipiom  3-ceubna  :  and  doubtlessly 
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this  would  represeat  the  grammatical  principle  with  sufficient  clear* 
nessy  though  it  would  perhaps  be  better  to  use  the  n  of  the  article 
and  the  vocal  prefix,  or  eclipsing  n,  together.  When  the  substan- 
tive begins  with  a  consonant,  and  the  adjective  with  a  vowel,  the 
euphonic  n  is  placed  before  the  adjective  by  some  writers,  and  as 
often  omitted  by  others.  When  the  initial  of  the  adjective  is  f 
pure,  some  writers  prefix  c  to  it  in  the  dative  or  ablative,  as  *f  ^^ 
Doihan  c-foip,  in  the  eastern  world. 

When  the  substantive  and  adjective  both  begin  with  consonants 
admitting  of  eclipsis,  some  will  eclipse  both  in  the  articulated 
dative,  or  ablative  singular,  as  o'n  b-popc  n^lon,  from  the  fine 
bank,  or  fort ;  while  others  will  eclipse  the  substantive,  and  aspi- 
rate the  adjective,  as  ap  an  n-^pái^  liieaóónai^,  .i.  Migdonia,  po 
^luaif  papcalon,  ^'  from  Middle  Greece,  L  e.  Migdonia»  Partholan 
set  out''  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  30. 

Some  writers  aspirate  the  articulated  dative  of  the  noun,  and 
eclipse  the  adjectives  belonging  to  it,  as  ip  in  pope  lor-^lan  nj^opm 
n^le,  '*  in  the  fair*landed,  blue,  fair  port,"  /i.,  p.  31.  But  this  is 
very  irregular,  and  not  to  be  imitated. 

Mr.  Scurry  was  of  opinion  that  the  analogies  of  the  language 
declared  for  eclipsis  in  this  instance,  and  that  Irish  scholars  should 
agree  in  adopting  it.  But  he  had  no  reason  for  this  but  the 
following,  which  he  often  stated  to  the  writer,  namely,  that  the 
adoption  of  eclipsis  in  this  instance  would  tend  to  make  the  lan- 
guage regular,  and  more  easily  learned,  and  that  eclipsis  tends  to 
give  more  nerve  and  strength  to  the  language  than  aspiration ;  for 
example,  that  bo'n  b-peap  {do'n  «or),  to  the  man,  as  it  is  spoken  in 
the  county  of  Kilkenny,  preserves  more  of  the  root  of  the  word 
and  of  the  force  of  the  language  than  oo'n  piop  {dd^n  ir),  or  oo^n 
peap  {do*n  ar),  as  spoken  in  other  parts  of  Ireland.  It  must  be 
acknowledged,  however,  that  Do*n  piop,  or  oo*n  peap,  is  more  sup- 
ported by  the  authority  of  the  written  language,  and  more  general 
in  the  living  language  throughout  Ireland. — See  the  SytUa», 
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Example  of  an  Adjective  beginning  with  a  Vowel  de- 
clined WITH  A  Substantive. 

Qill  apt)  (fem.),  a  high  cliff. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Nom.  an  aill  ápo.  Nom.  aiUce  apoa. 

Gen.    na  h-aille  áipoe.  Gen.    na  n-aiU  n-ápo. 

Dat.    o'n  aill  aipo.  Dat.    do  na  h-aiUcib  apoa. 

Voc.    a  aill  ápo.  Voc.    a  aillce  apoa. 

The  late  Mr.  Scurry,  already  referred  to,  was  of  opinion  that, 
according  to  the  analogy  of  this  language,  the  articulated  dative 
or  ablative  singular  should  be  always  eclipsed  when  beginning 
with  a  consonant,  and  should  have  n  prefixed  when  with  a  vowel, 
and  that  we  should  write  oo'n  n-aill  n-áipo,  not  oo'n  aiU  áipo,  as 
laid  down  in  the  text  But  the  writer,  after  a  careful  investigation 
of  ancient  and  modern  manuscripts,  and  of  the  spoken  Irish  lan- 
guage in  every  part  of  Ireland,  has  not  been  able  to  find  any 
authority  for  this  mode  of  inflection ;  although  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that  some  writers  frequently  prefix  n  to  adjectives  begin- 
ning with  vowels,  not  only  in  the  dative  or  ablative,  but  even  in 
the  nominative. 


Section  3. —  The  Degrees  of  Comparison. 

There  are  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  languages,  three 
degrees  of  comparison,  the  positive,  the  comparative, 
and  the  superlative. 

The  form  of  the  adjective  to  express  the  compara- 
tive degree  is  the  same  as  that  which  denotes  the  super- 
lative, and  they  are  distinguished  from  each  other  by 
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the  structure  of  the  sentence*.  In  the  modern  language 
the  form  of  the  adjective,  which  denotes  these  degrees, 
in  all  regular  adjectives,  including  even  those  termi- 
nating in  amail,  is  like  the  genitive  singular  feminine, 
as  jeal,  white  ;  niop  gile,  whiter ;  an  poD  ip  jile  'p 
an  Dorhan,  the  whitest  thing  in  the  world. 

In  all  perfect  sentences  the  comparative  is  usually  followed  by 
loná,  than,  and  when  preceded  in  the  sentence  by  any  verb,  except 
the  assertive  verb  ip,  it  has  niop  prefixed.  The  superlative  is 
preceded  by  the  article,  as  in  the  French  language,  or  the  assertive 
verb  ip,  and  followed  by  such  words  or  phrases  as  oe,  or  do,  of; 
a  nieapj,  amongst;  ap  bir,  in  the  world,  in  existence;  as  cá  pé 
níop  milpe  loná  mil,  it  is  sweeter  than  honey,  or  ip  milpe  é  loná 
mil ;  calam  ip  iple  icep  oá  calarii  ij  áipoe,  *'  lower  land  between 
two  higher  lands,  Cor.  Gloss..,  voce  Gcapce  ;  an  la  ip  jioppa 
'pan  m-bliaoain,  "  the  shortest  day  in  the  year  ;'*  ip  rú  ip  áilne  oe 
mnaib,  "  thou  art  the  fairest  of  women  ;"  áilliu  do  pepaib  Domain 
DO,  icep  Deilb  coup  oecelc,  **  he  was  the  fairest  of  the  men  of  the 
world,  both  in  his  countenance  and  attire,"  Id.,  voce  p>pull;  ó*n 
Doch  ip  aipe  JDO  nominacup,  *•  it  is  named  after  the  most  remark- 
able colour,'*  Id.,  voce  ^abup  ;  map  ip  pepp  po  peoaoap,  *«  as  best 
they  were  able,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  222. 

When  the  assertive  verb  ip,  or  ap,  begins  the  sentence,  mop  can- 
not be  used,  as  ip  peapp  me  lona  cu,  I  am  better  than  thou.  The 
particle  niop  is  a  contraction  of  the  noun  nt,  or  níó,  a  thing,  and  the 
assertive  verb  ip,  and  is  often  found  written  as  two  words  in  very  an- 
cient manuscripts,  as  51D  aipcinD  pípep  ní  ip  mó,  *'  though  a  prince 


*  This  appears  a  defect  in  the 
language,  but  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  Irish  is  not  more 
defective  in  this  particular  than 
the  French,  in  which  no  change 
takes  place  in  the  adjective  to 
denote  either  the  comparative  or 
superlative  degree,  and  where  the 


Englishman  says  grand,  grander, 
grandest,  the  Frenchman  says 
grand,  plus  grand,  le  plus  grand, 
the  superlative  being  distin- 
guished from  the  comparative  by 
the  prefixed  article  and  the  defi- 
nitive phrase  which  follows  in 
the  sentence. 
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should  ask  more/'  Poem  attributed  to  St.  Columbkille,  preserved 
in  H.  3.  18,  p.  320.  It  is  sometimes  written  map,  nifa,  and  ni- 
Buf.  The  preterite  form  of  ip  is  also  often  found  after  ni,  as  in  the 
following  sentence :  Raioio  na  Románaij  píu  ann  pin  lap  na 
B-pupcacc  Doib,  nacap  pocap  oóiB  péin  ceacc  ap  eacrpa  ni  ba 
mo  o'á  j-cabpú  jaó,  **  the  Romans  then  said  to  them,  after  having 
relieved  them,  that  it  was  no  advantage  to  themselves  to  come  any 
more  upon  an  expedition  to  relieve  them,"  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  206 ; 
an  can  do  cogpao  ni  ba  mo  do  oeunam,  '*  when  he  desired  to  do 
more,*'  Id.,  p.  121. — See  ih^  Syntax,  Part  II.,  Sect.  2,  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  comparatives. 

Another  form  of  the  comparative  in  cep,  or  cip,  frequently 
occurs  in  ancient  manuscripts,  but  of  which  no  trace  is  observable 
in  the  present  spoken  language.  The  following  examples  of  its  use 
will  give  the  learner  a  sufficient  idea  of  its  nature  and  construction : 
Duibicep  op  pinD  a  piacal,  "  yellower  than  gold  were  the  points  of 
his  teeth,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  ppuU ;  meDicep  oopna  mojaó  a 
Dupna,  "  larger  than  the  fists  of  slaves  were  his  fists,"  Id. ;  jilecep 
foconaó  a  lappaip  pium,  "  brighter  than  burning  firewood  was  its 
flame,"  Id,  «o<?^  poconnao  ;  ip  jlaipoip  buja  mo  ala  puil,  ip  oubi- 
cip  opuim  m  oail  in  c-puil  aile,  "  bluer  than  the  hyacinth  was 
the  one  eye,  blacker  than  the  back  of  the  beetle  was  the  other  eye," 
Leabhar  na  Huidhri ;  cpi  mile  ceol  n-exaihail  cec  oen  clap- 
pac  pil  oc  claipcecul  imme,  ocup  bmmdiep  ilcheolu  Domam 
ceé  ceol  po  leich  Dibpioe,  "  three  hundred  different  kinds  of  music 
in  each  choir  which  chants  music  around  him ;  sweeter  than  the 
various  strains  of  the  world  is  each  kind  of  them,"  Visio  Adam- 
nani,  Leabhar  Breac,  fol.  127,  h,  h ;  ocup  no  linyoip  ppip  m  co- 
paiD  écne  mópa,  ba  meoicep  colpcaij  pipmo  cec  écne  oib,  and 
large  salmons  used  to  leap  the  weir,  ^*  larger  than  bull  heifers  each 
salmon  of  them"  (H.  2. 16.  p.  392.)  6a  yilicap  pneacca  a  cupp,  ba 
oepjaicep loipi  copcpa  a  jnuip,  "whiter  than  snow  was  his  body, 
ruddier  than  the  flame  the  sheen  of  his  cheek,"  Vit.  Molinff  ;  ba 
^iliciop  pneacca  a  puile  ajup  a  b-piacla,  agup  ba  ouibiciop  jual 
jabonn  jac  ball  eile  oiob,  "whiter  than  snow  their  eyes  and  their 
teeth,  and  blacker  than  the  smith's  coal  every  other  part  of  them," 
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Keat,  Hist.,  p.  149.  The  reader  is  also  referred  to  Observations 
on  the  Gaelic  Language,  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic 
Society  of  Dublin,  pp.  36,  37,  and  to  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath, 
published  by  the  Irish  Archaeological  Society,  pp.  20,  64,  where 
several  other  examples  of  this  form  of  the  comparative  degree  will 
be  found.  This  form  comprises  in  it  the  force  of  the  conjunction 
loná,  than,  or  of  the  ablative  case  in  Latin ;  thus,  jilirep  pneacca 
expresses  the  same  idea  as  niop  jile  lona  pneacca,  whiter  than 
snow,  candidior  nice.  When  the  noun  following  this  comparative 
is  of  the  feminine  gender  it  is  always  in  the  dative  or  ablative,  from 
which  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  construction  is  the  same  as  that  of 
the  Latin,  when  the  ablative  case  is  used  after  the  comparative ; 
thus,  jilicep  jeip,  whiter  than  the  swan,  is  of  the  same  construc- 
tion as  candidior  cycno. 

Sometimes  the  preposition  ppi  is  placed  after  this  form  of  the 
adjective  and  between  it  and  the  noun,  in  which  case  it  expresses  a 
comparison  of  equality,  as  slaipicip  ppi  buja,  green  a*  the  hyacinth ; 
meoicep  ppi  mulba  di  cappaic,  large  as  a  mass  of  a  rock.  Some 
Irish  grammarians,  as  the  late  Mr.  Scurry,  and  from  him  the  ano- 
nymous author  of  an  Irish  Grammar  lately  published  in  Dublin, 
have  attempted  to  account  for  this  form  by  stating  that  it  is  an 
amalgamation  of  an  abstract  noun  formed  from  the  adjective  and 
the  preposition  cap,  beyond ;  so  that  according  to  them  jilicep 
5péin,  when  properly  analysed,  and  literally  translated,  would  be 
**  a  brightness  beyond,  i.  e.  exceeding  the  sun."  In  my  opinion, 
however,  this  conjecture  is  far  from  being  true,  for  the  prepo- 
sition ppi,  the  lé  of  the  moderns,  which  is  often  found  imme- 
diately following  this  form,  shews  that  cep  could  not  be  a  preposition, 
but  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  termination  of  the  adjective,  like 
the  English  ter  in  better,  and  the  Greek  ripii.  Haliday,  who  had 
some  acquaintance  with  the  Persian  language,  thinks  that  it  is  the 
same  as  the  Persian  comparative  in  tar,  as  khub,  khubtar^  fairer, 
which  he  supposes  cognate  with  the  Irish  caeih,  cairiicip.  For  a 
curious  disquisition  on  the  terminations  of  the  comparative  degree 
in  general,  the  reader  is  referred  to  **  The  English  language,''  by 
Professor  Latham,  c.  viii.  p.  235,  et  sequent. 
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The  signification  of  the  adjective  is  heightened  by 
various  particles  prefixed,  as  }»áp,  pó,  píop,  an,  up, 
&c.,  but  these  do  not  constitute  degrees  of  comparison, 
or,  at  least,  what  is  understood  by  the  term  in  the 
grammars  of  other  languages. 

Hence  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien  is  mistaken  in  his  notion  that  the 
bards,  "  in  the  glow  of  poetic  rapture,  upon  the  common  superla- 
tive raised  a  second  comparative  and  superlative,  and  on  the  second 
also  raised  a  third  comparative  and  superlative."  This,  however, 
is  an  error  of  the  grammarian's  own  judgment,  founded  in  igno- 
rance of  the  philosophy  of  language.  We  might  as  well  call  such 
phrases  in  Latin,  as  valde  honum^  facile princeps^  ^c,  second  com- 
paratives or  superlatives. 

The  preposition  oe,  of,  is  often  postfixed  to  the 
comparative  form  of  the  adjective,  so  as  to  form  a  syn- 
thetic union  with  it;  thus,  jiliDe,  the  whiter  of;  piaioe, 
the  longer  of;  peppDe,  the  better  of. 

This  should  not  be  considered  a  second  form  of  the  compara- 
tive, as  Stewart,  and  from  him  Haliday,  have  stated,  but  a  mere 
idiomatic  junction  of  oe,  i.  e.  oe  é,  of  it,  with  the  comparative  form 
of  the  adjective,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  nature  of  the 
adjective  more  than  if  it  were  separated  from  it,  for  if  peppoe  cu 
fin,  "  thou  art  the  better  of  that,"  can  bear  to  be  resolved  to 
ip  pepp  cu  oe  pm,  es  melius  tu  de  eo,  from  which  we  clearly  per- 
ceive that  peppoe  is  not  a  second  form  of  the  comparative  degree. — 
See  the  Syntax,  Part  II.,  Sect.  2. 

When  adjectives  are  compounded  with  particles,  or 
other  adjectives,  the  prefixed  word  or  particle  aspirates 
the  initial  consonant  (if  aspirable)  of  the  word  to  which 
it  is  prefixed,  as  pap-niair,  exceedingly  good ;  pip-jlic, 
truly  cunning,  or  acute. 

O'Molloy  and  O'Brien,  both  natives  ofMeath,  have  made  an 
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exception  to  tliis  rule,  but  it  is  at  present  general  in  the  south 
and  west  of  Ireland.  The  local  exceptions,  which  are  chiefly  made 
for  the  sake  of  euphony,  shall  be  pointed  out  in  the  Syntax,  and  in 
Chap.  X.,  treating  of  derivation  and  composition. 

The  following  adjectives  are  irregular  in  their  com- 
parison; that  is,  they  do  not  form  their  comparatives 
like  tlie  genitive  singular  feminine  of  their  positives  : 


POSITIVE. 

beci^,         little, 

paoa,  long, 

pupur,  or) 

}  easy, 
iipiip,        J 


po^up, 

near, 

S^cipp, 

short. 

i«P» 

near, 

mair,  or 

V   crr\rn 

Decij, 

r  goo( 

minic, 

often, 

mop. 

great. 

olc, 

bad. 

reir, 

hot, 

lomoci, 

many, 

COMPARATIVE. 

niop  lu  ja. 

niop  ptiiDe,  or  pia,  or  pipe'^, 

niop  upa,  or  pupa. 

niop  poijpe,  or  poipje,  neapa^, 
n'op  Jioppa. 
niop  joipe. 

niop  pecipp,  or  oeach*. 

niop  mioncci'*. 

niop  mo. 

niop  meapa. 

niop  ceo. 

nfop  lia,  more'*. 

niop  ciipcct,  or  caopja,  sooner*^. 


^  Cor.  Gloss.,  rncp  Qip. 

y  Kcat.  Hist.,  p.  HlO.  Neinxi, 
though  not  used  in  the  prcfcL^it 
spoken  laiiírnaírc,  is  of  fn-ijuent 
occurrence  in  all  the  Irish  IMSS., 
as  Qpa  a:prip  ap  neppn  do 
Gipinn,  "v1;y/  alrthir  is  the  near- 
est to  Ireland." — Cor.  Gloss.^  in 
voce  Qip. 

^-  t)eac :  ip  é  luam  ap  oeach 
boi  a  n-iaprhap  6oppa,  Co7\ 
Gloss.^  voce  rDunannan. 

*  5"ca   mionca    do   pninioo 


uipre,  "as  o^{(^t\  as  he  used  to 
play  upon  it,"  Kcat.  HUt.^  p. 
71  ;  up  a  mion'^a  do  beipioo 
buaiD  ^^-copTjnip,  Kcat.  Hist., 
p.  72  ;  ap  a  menci,  Cor.  Gloss. ^ 
voce  Cnn. 

»♦  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  204. 

^  Id.,  p.  12  ;  written  caopja, 
by  Kcat.  in  Ilist.^  p.  50  ;  but 
ciipca  in  the  Battle  ofMaghRath^ 
p.  1 2.  The  word  has  no  positive 
in  the  modern  language;  luac 
is  now  used  to  signify  «oow. 
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Section  3. —  Of  Numeral  Adjectives, 

As  the  cardinal  and  ordinal  numbers  have  an  hiflu- 
ence  on  the  nouns  with  which  they  are  connected,  a  list 
of  them  is  here  subjoined.  In  the  ordinals  the  sub- 
stantive is  placed  between  the  unit  and  the  decimal. 

ORDINAL. 

1st.   céao,  as  an  céao  cop^. 

2nd.  oapa,  or  ranaipre,  as  an 
oapa  copf. 

3rd,  cpeap,  as  an  qieap  cop. 

4th.  cearpamao,  as  an  cearpa- 
TTiao  cop. 

5th.  cúijeaójasancúijeaócop. 

6  th.  peipeuD. 


CARDINAL. 

1.  aon,  éan,  as  aon  cop,  one 

foot. 

2.  DO,  DO,  Di,  as  DO  coip. 

3.  qif,  ceopa»,  as  cpf  copa. 

4.  cearaip,  ceirpe,  ceiéeopa, 

as  ceirpe  copa. 

5.  CÚ15,  as  C1Í15  copa. 

6.  pé,  as  pe  copa. 


^  In  ancient  MSS.,  ceo,  m- 
nuipre,  qiep,  are  used  for  the 
modern  ceao,  oapa,  cpeap,  as  In 
ceo  leim  cpa  po  linj  nip  bo  mo 
leo  h-é  ná  piach  pop  beinn 
cnuicc  ;  an  léim  cánuipce  po 
línj  ni  pacaoap  ecip  h-é,  ocup 
ni  peacacap  inn  a  neiiii  no'n  a 
caluiii  DO  CO  id;  an  qieap  léim 
umoppo  pa  linj5  ip  ano  do  pala 
h-e  pop  caipeal  na  cilli,  *' after 
the  first  bound  he  made,  he  ap- 
peared no  larger  to  them  than  a 
hawk  on  tlie  summit  of  a  hill  ; 
after  the  second,  they  saw  him 
not  at  all,  and  they  knew  not 
"whether  he  had  passed  into  hea- 
ven or  into  the  earth  ;  by  the 
third  bound,  he  landed  on  the 
cashel  [inclosing  wall]  of  the 
church,"  Vita  MoUmj.;  ceona, 
the  first  person,  Cor,  Gloss,^  voce 
CoRMAC ;  amm  pm  cecnu  opce 


boi  a  n-Gpino,  the  name  of  the 
first  orce  [lap-dog]  that  was  in  Ire- 
land, Cor.  Gloss.j  voce  ITIoj  eime. 

f  Uanaipce,  Cor.    Gloss.,    voce 
Clirap  peo. 

8  Ueopa  is  used  in  the  best 
MSS.  for  the  modern  cpi,  when 
the  noun  is  expressed,  as  ceopa 
piliD  in  Domam,  .1.  hebep  ó  5p^" 
yaib,  ocup  pepjil  ó  Cacnivjaib 
ocup  l?uman  o  5^^^^^^>  i*  p- 
**  the  three  poets  of  the  world 
were  Homer,  of  the  Greeks;  Vir- 
gil, of  the  Latins;  and  Kuniau,  of 
the  Gaels,"  Lcabhar  Breac,  ful.  1 2, 
a  ;  ap  acaicc  na  ceopa  Qipne 
ano,  "  for  there  are  three 
Arans"  [islands],  Cor.  Ghss.^  in 
voce  Clip;  ceceopa  ouilli  pcnp, 
"  four  leaves  upon  him,"  Id.,  voce 
l)opp;  ceopa  pepba  pipa,  .1.  c]ii 
ba  pmoa,  "  three  white  cows," 
/(/.,  voce  peph. 
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CARDINAL. 

7.  i^eacc,  as  peace  j-copa.  7th. 

8.  ocr,  as  occ  5-co|xi.  8th. 

9.  noi,  as  not  j-copti.  9th. 

10.  oeic,  as  oeic  j^-co[ki.  10th. 

11.  aon-oéaj,  as  aon-cop-oéaj.      11th. 

12.  Do-oecxj,  or  oú-oéaj,  as  oa      r2th. 

coip  oeaj. 

13.  cpi-oeaj,  &c.,   as   rpi  cojxi      13th. 

Déaj. 
1  1.   cearaip-oéíij^,  kc,  as  ceic-       14th. 

pe  copa  oeuj. 
15.  cinj-Deuj,    as    cúij    coja       15th. 

oeajij. 
IG.  pe-oéaj,  as  pe  copa  oéaj.         16th. 

17.  peacc-oeaj,  as  peace  5-co]xi      17th. 

oeaj. 

18.  occ-oéaj,    as    occ    j-copa       l8Lh. 

oeaj. 

19.  noí-oéttg,     as     noi     ^-copa       1 9th. 

oeaj. 

20.  pice,  as  pice  cop.  20Lh. 

21.  aon    a*p    pice,    or    aon    ap      21st. 

piciD,  as  aon  cop  ap  picio. 

22.  oo  a'p  pice,  as   do  coip  ap      22ncl. 

picio. 

kc.  kc. 

30.  cpiocao,  rpioca,  as  cpioca      30th. 

cop. 

31.  aon  ap  cpiocaio,  as  aon  cop      31st. 

ap  cpiocaio. 

&:c.  &c. 
40.  DC!  pi  CIO,  or  cearpacu,  cca-      40th. 
rpacxio,  cearpaca  cop. 


ORDINAL. 

peaccmao. 

OCCTTiaO. 

naomao,  or  noirheao. 
oeacmao. 
aoniinaD-oeaj,      as      an 

c-aonrhaD  cop  oéaj. 
oapa-oéaj,    as  an   oapa 

cop  oéaj, 
cpeap-oéaj,  as  an  cpeap 

cop  oeaj. 
cearpuniaó-oéaj,    as   an 

ceacpariiaó  cop  oéaj. 
cúijeao-oéaj,  as  an  cui- 

jeaó  cop  oéaj^. 
peipeaó-oéaj,  as  an  pei- 

peao  cop  oéaj. 
peacciiiáó  -  oéaj,    as    an 

peaccrhaó  cop  oéaj. 
ocTTÍiáó-oéa^,        as      an 

c-occmaó  cop  oéaj. 
naoTÍriaD-Déaj^,  as  an  nao- 

TTiao  cop  oéaj. 
piceaó,  as  an  piceao  cop. 
aoniTiao-ap    pic  id,    as   an 

c-aonniao  cop  ap  picio. 
oapa-ap  picio,  as  an  oapa 

cop  ap  piciD. 
&c.  &c. 
rpiocaoao,  as  an  rpioca- 

oao  cop. 
aonniaó  ap   cpiocaio,   as 

an  c-aonmao  cop  ap  cpi- 
ocaio. 
i»cc.  etc. 
cearpacaoao,  as  an  ceac- 

pacaoao  cop. 
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CARDINAL. 

50,  caojcro,      caoja,     as 

caoja  cop. 
60.  qii  F'ciD,  or  peapjao, 

peapja,  as  peapja 

cop. 
70.  peacriTioja,  or  peacc- 

ihoja,  as  peaccmo- 

5a  cop. 
80.  ceirpe  picio,  occmo- 

juD,     occiiioja,    as 

occTÍioja  cop. 
90.  nocao,  noca,  as  noca 

cop. 
100.  céao,  as  ceao  cop. 

1000.  mile,  as  mile  cop. 

1000000.  miUiún,     as    milliún 
cop. 


ORDINAL. 

50th.  caojaoao,  as  an 
caojuoao  cop. 

60th.  peapjaoao,  as  an 
peapjaoao  cop. 

70th.  peaccmojaoao,  as 
an  poaccmojaoaó 
cop. 

80th.  occmojaoao,  as  an 
c-occmo^aoao  cop. 

90th.  nocaoao,  as  an  noc- 

aoao  cop. 
100th.  céaoaó,  as  an  cea- 

oao  cop. 
1000th.  mileao,  as  an   mi- 
leaó  cop. 
1000000th.  milliúnaó,    as     an 
miliúnuD  cop. 


The  following  nouns  are  formed  from  the  ordinals 
up  to  ten,  and  applied  to  persons  or  personified  objects 
only : 

Diap,  Dip,  or  beipr,  two  persons. 

Cpiup,  three  persons. 

Cearpap,  four  persons. 

Ciiijeap,  five  persons. 

Seipeap,  six  persons. 

Seacrap,  or  mop-peipecip  (or  mop-peipeap,  as  written  in  an- 
cient MSS.),  seven  persons. 

Occap,  eight  persons. 

Nonbap,  nine  persons. 

t)eicneabap,  ten  persons. 

These  nouns  are  evidently  compounded  of  the  cardinal  numbers 
and  the  word  peap,  a  man ;  Latin,  vir ;  but  the  idea  suggested  by 
the  masculine  noun  has  been  long  forgotten,  as  we  say  ceurpap 
ban,  i.  e.  four  women,  quatuor  muUerurn. 
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AVe  also  meet  in  old  manuscripts  oeioe,  two  things;  cpéióe, 
three  things,;  ce^rapoa,  four  things;  as  oeóe  pop  omjaip,  **two 
things  so  called,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  S^^pc;  rpeioe  fop  oinjaip, 
*' three  things  so  called,"  Id.,  in  voce  Qpc;  cerepoa  pop  oinjaip, 
**four  things  so  called,"  Id.,  voce '^aW-,  but  no  trace  of  such 
words  is  found  in  the  modern  language  in  any  part  of  Ireland. 

In  the  old  manuscripts,  oá  and  qii  make  oib  and  cpib  in  the 
dative;  and  pice,  twenty,  and  all  the  decades,  make  eoo  in  the 
genitive,  and  id  in  the  dative,  both  in  the  ancient  and  modern  lan- 
guage. 

The  learner  should  observe  tliat  the  forms  t)ó,  two, 
and  cearaip,  four,  arc  never  employed  when  the  noun 
is  expressed,  these  forms  being  used  to  denote  the  num- 
bers two  and  four  in  the  abstract.  It  should  be  also 
remarked,  that  pice,  twenty,  and  all  the  multiples  of 
ten,  will  have  tlie  nouns  to  which  they  belong  in  the 
singular  number'.— See  the  Syntax, 


CHAPTER  IV. 


OF    PRONOUNS. 


There  are  six  kinds  of  pronouns,  namely,  personal, 
possessive,  relative,  demonstrative,  interrogative,  and 
nidefinite.     The  two  first  classes  are  frequently  com- 


*'  Mr.  James  Scurry,  in  his  Re- 
view of  Irisli  Gramn'iurs  (Trans- 
actions of  the  R.  I.  A.,  vol.  xv. 
p.  54),  asserts  that  the  noun  after 
these  cardinal  adjectives,  when 
multiples  of  ten,  is  in  the  geni- 
tive plural  ;  but  this  is  very 
much  to  be  doubted,  for  we  never 


say  pice  ban,  twenty  women,  nor 
mile  oaoineao,  but  pice  bean, 
mile  Dume.  The  fact  is,  that 
the  noun  is  in  the  singular  form, 
which  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  lan- 
guage, like  twenty  foot,  or  fifty 

inile,    in   vulgar   English See 

the  Spita.r,  Rule  5. 
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pounded  with  the  simple  prepositions,  a  peculiarity 
which  distinguishes  this  language,  and  its  cognate  dia- 
lects, from  all  the  languages  of  Europe. 


Section  1. —  Of  Personal  Pronouns, 

The  personal  pronouns  are  those  of  the  first,  second, 
and  third  persons,  as  me,  I ;  ru,  thou ;  pe,  he  ;  pi,  she. 
They  have  a  simple  and  emphatic  form,  and  are  thus 
declined : 

TTle,  L 


SIMPLE  FORM. 

Nom.  me,  I. 
Gen.    mo,  mine. 
Dat.    oani,  to  me. 
Ace.    me,  me. 


SIMPLE  FORM. 

Nom.  pnn,  we. 
Gen.   op,  our's,  or  our. 
Dat.    Dumn,  to  us. 
Ace.    inn,  or  pmn,  us. 


Singular. 

EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  mepi,  or  mipe,  I  myself. 
Gen.    mo-pa. 
Dat.    Dam-pa. 
Ace.    mepi,  or  mipe. 

Plural. 

EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  pmne,  we  ourselves. 

Gen.    úp-ne. 

Dat.    DÚmne. 

Ace.    inne,  or  pmne. 


SIMPLE  FOR>L 

Nom.  cu,  thou. 
Gen.  DO,  thine. 
Dat.    Duic,  to  thee. 
Ace.    ru,  thee. 
Voc.   ru,  thou. 


Cii,  thou. 
Singular. 

EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  rupa,  thou  thyself. 
Gen.   Do-pa. 
Dat.    DUic-pe. 
Ace.    cu-pa. 
Voc.   ru-po. 
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SIMPLE  FORM. 

Nom.  piB,  you. 

Gen.   bcip,  your. 

Dat.    oaoib,  or  oib,  to  you. 

Ace.    iB,  or  pib,  you. 

Voc,    lb,   e?rpib,  you. 


SIMPLE  FORM. 

Nom.  pé,  he. 
Gen.    a,  his. 
Dat.    DO,  to  him. 
Ace.    é,  him. 

SIMPLE  FORM. 

Nom.  ptiD,  they. 
Gen.    a,  their,  their's. 
Dat.    Doib,  to  them. 
Ace.    icio,  them. 


Plural. 

EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  fib-pe, you  yourselves. 
Gen.    báp-fci. 
Dat.    oaoib-pe,  or  oib-pe. 
Ace.    ib-pe,  or  pib-pe^ 
Voc.    ^^-y^y  or  pib-pe. 

Sé,  he,  masc. 
Singular. 

EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  pé-pean,  he  himself. 
Gen.    a-pan. 
Dat.     Do-pan. 
Ace.    é-pean. 
Plural. 

EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  piao-pan,  they  themselves. 
Gen.    a.pan. 
Dat.    Doib-pean. 
Ace.    lao-pan. 


Si,  she,  fern. 

SIMPLE  FORM.  EMPHATIC  FORM. 

Nom.  pi,  she.  Nom.  pi-pe,  she  herself. 

Gen.   a,  her's,  or  her.  Gen.   a-pan, 

Dat.    Di,  to  her.  Dat.    oi-pean. 


Ace.    Í,  her. 


Ace.    i-pe. 


Ill  the  phiral,  y\  is  inflected  like  f  é,  as  in  English. 

The  word  péin,  self,  is  often  postfixed  to  these  per- 
sonal pronouns  for  the  sake  of  emphasis,  as  me  pem, 
I  myself;  cu  pein,  thou  thyself ;  é  péin,  he  himself,  &c. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  e,  i,  and  lao,  are  used  as  nomi- 
natives as  well  as  accusatives  in  the  Scotch  Gaelic ;  and  also  in  the 
Irish,  after  the  assertive  verb  ip,  and  after  all  passive  verbs,  as 
ip  é,  it  is  he;  ip  í,  it  is  she ;  ip  lao,  it  is  they ;  ba  h-é,  it  was  he,  &c.; 
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buailreap  é,  he  is  struck  ;  oibpeao  lao,  they  were  banished.  In 
ancient  Irish  manuscripts  these  pronouns  have  h  frequently  pre- 
fixed, for  no  apparent  grammatical  reason,  as  cucpac  leo  co  Cujaio 
h-é,  "  they  took  it  with  them  to  Lughaidh/'  Cor,  Gloss,.,  voce 
Coipe  5pecain  ;  Coipppi  iTIupc,  mac  Conaipe,  cue  anaip  h-é  a 
6pernu,  **  Coirpri  Muse,  son  of  Conaire,  brought  it  from  Britain," 
Id.,  voce  ITIoj  6ime.  And  pi  and  pe  are  used  after  the  assertive 
verb  ip,  as  ip  pi  inopo  m  aeip,  *<this  is  the  satire,"  Id.,  voce'^o.\\^^, 

6aD,  or  eó,  is  used  for  é  in  such  phrases  as  the  following,  ip 
eao,  it  is ;  máipeaó,  i.  e.  ma  ip  eao,  if  so  it  be ;  if  so.  €at),  when 
thus  applied,  refers  to  the  subject,  like  the  neuter  id  in  Latin,  or  it 
in  English,  and  may  be  defined  as  that  form  of  the  pronoun  é  used 
to  refer  to  a  clause  of  a  sentence  for  its  antecedent ;  but  it  is  never 
used  except  in,<i&nnexion  with  the  verb  ip,  or  some  particle  which 
carries  its  force,  as  on  eao,  is  it?  ip  eao,  it  is;  nf  h-eao,  it  is  not; 
oeipim  gup  ab  eao,  I  say  that  it  is;  niop  b'eao,  it  was  not;  6  nac 
eao,  since  it  is  not.  Some  think  that  peaó  is  the  Irish  word  cor- 
responding with  the  English  word  yes  ;  but  this  is  not  the  fact,  for 
peao  is  an  abbreviation  of  ip  eao,  which  literally  means  it  is. 

The  emphatic  terminations  of  the  pronouns  are  variously  writ- 
ten in  the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts,  as  mipi  and  mepiu,  for  mepi, 
or  mipe,  I;  cupai,  for  cupa,  thou;  epium,  eipioe,  or  eipioem,  for 
épecm,  he;  ipioe,  or  ipioi,  for  ipi,  she;  loo-pum,  or  laopom,  for 
lao-pan.  The  termination  pum,  or  pom,  is  used  after  the  posses- 
sives,  or  genitives  a,  his,  her,  or  their,  for  the  sake  of  emphasis, 
when  the  last  vowel  of  the  preceding  word  is  broad,  as  nf  paib  a 
n-6pinn  oún  amail  a  óún-pum,  **  there  was  not  in  Erin  a  fort  like 
his  fort." — Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  16.  And  pioe,  or  pium, 
when  the  last  vowel  of  the  preceding  word  is  small,  as  Ouboiao 
Opai  a  ainm-pioe,  i.  e.  **  Dubhdiadh  the  Druid,  was  his  name,*' 
Id.,  p.  46 ;  Q  puil-pium,  "his  eye,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Oiancechc. 

The  emphatic  increase  for  the  first  person  plural  is  ne,  or  ni, 
whether  the  last  vowel  of  the  preceding  noun  be  slender  or  broad, 
aa  **noca  y\A  in  aimpep  pojailcep  ace  dp  njníompaó-ne,  **  tempus 
turn  dividitur  sed  opera  nostra  dividuntur.'' — Book  of  Bally - 
mote,  fol.  171.     And  the  best  writers  make   the  increase  of  the 

s 
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genitive  or  possessive  of  the  third  person  singular,  feminine,  always 
pi,  as  a  bpeach-pi,  "her  award." — Fit.  Moling. 

The  substantive  is  always  placed  between  these  genitives,  or 
possessives,  and  their  emphatic  postfixes,  as  mo  lám-po,  my  hand ; 
a  ^-cofa-fon,  their  feet;  áp  ^-cinn-ne,  our  heads.-*-4Seetiie4SÍ7ntor. 


Section  2. — Possessive  Pronouns. 

« 

The  possessive  pronouns  are  the  same  as  the  geni- 
tives of  the  personal  pronouns,  as  above  given,  viz.,  mo, 
my ;  oo,  thy ;  a,  his,  or  her's ;  ap,  our's ;  bap,  yours ; 
a,  theirs. 

Soup  Irish  grammarians  will  not  allow  that  they  are  genitives ; 
but  it  must  at  least  be  acknowledged  that  they  are  as  much  geni- 
tives as  the  English  mine,  thine,  his,  our's,  your's,  their's;  but  they 
are  applied  like  the  Latin  tneus,  tuus^  suua^  to  denote  possession ; 
and  very  rarely  like  mei^  tui^  8U%^  &c.,  to  denote  passion,  though  in 
some  instances  they  may  admit  of  a  passive  meaning,  as  ráinij^  pé 
o*á  ihapbao,  he  came  to  the  killing  ofhim^  or,  he  came  to  his 
killing,  L  e.  venii  ad  ejusju^ulationem. 

These  pronouns  can  never  stand  alone,  like  the 
English  mine,  thine,  &c.,  without  their  substantives,  i.  e. 
we  cannot  say,  "  this  is  mine,"  ip  é  yo  mo-pa,  but  the 
noun  must  be  expressed,  as  ip  é  po  mo  leabap-pa,  **  this 
is  my  book." 

The  word  péin,  self,  is  postfixed  to  the  possessive 
as  well  as  to  the  personal  pronouns,  for  emphasis,  as  me 
pein,  I  myself ;  mo  lam-pa  péin,  mine  own  hand. 

In  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  this  word  is  written  variously, 
pelf  m,  pcróéf  in,  buóéin,  uoóein,  and  booef  m  ;  and  this  variety  of 
spelling  in  no  small  degree  tends  to  render  the  language  obscure 
and  impenetrable  to  modem  Irish  scholars. 
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Section  3. —  Of  the  Relative  Pronouns. 

The  relative  pronouns  used  in  modem  Irish  are  a, 
who,  which,  or  what ;  noc,  who,  which ;  Tiac,  which  not; 
and  t)á,  which  sometimes  signifies  who,  which,  and 
sometimes  of  which,  of  what. 

In  the  modern  language  the  relative  has  no  genitive  form,  but 
in  the  ancient  manuscripts  ipa  or  'pa  frequently  occurs  as  its  geni- 
tive, and  we  often  meet  a  form  which  might  be  called  a  dative ; 
thus: 

Singular  and  Plural. 

Nom.  a,  who,  which. 

Gen.   ipa,  or  *pa,  whose,  of  which. 

Dat.    oapb,  oanao,  oianao,  to  which. 

The  simple  relative  a  sometimes  has  the  force  of 
whaiy  thai  which^  or  all  that,  as  a  b-puil  beo  oe  óaoi- 
nib,  "  all  that  are  living  of  men;"  a  B-puil  ó  Oilioc 
NciD  50  h-Qch  Cliac  Laijean,  "all  that  is  from  Oi- 
leach  Neid  to  Ath  Cliath  in  Leinster^." 

In  the  modern  language  the  particle  00,  sign  of  the  past  tense 
of  the  verb,  and  in  the  ancient  manuscripts  no,  nop,  pop,  &c.,  often 
stand  for  the  relative,  as  cuippeam  piop  ann  po  beaján  do  bpeu- 
jaiB  rya  nua-^hall  do  pjpiolS  ap  ©ipinn,  "  we  will  set  down  here 
a  few  of  the  falsehoods  of  the  modern  English  who  wrote  on  Ire- 
land," Keat,  Hist,,  p.  3;  muincip  in  pip  pop  mapB,  "the  people 
of  the  man  whom  he  had  slain,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  78 ; 
6P131C  ban-Dee  no  aopaoip  pilio,  "  Brighit,  a  goddess,  whom  the 
poets  worshipped,"  Cor,  Gloss, ^  voce  6pi5ic;  Ocup  ip  é  ba  bép, 

>  Keat.  Hist  p.  22. 
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Section  4. — hnierrogative  Pronouns. 

The  interrogative  pronouns  are  cia,  or  cé,  who ; 
ca,  or  ja,  what,  or  where ;  cao,  or  cpeao,  what. 

Cá  Í8  never  used  in  the  province  of  Gonnaught,  where  cia  is 
always  used  in  its  stead,  as  cia  b-puil  pé,  where  is  he?  for  ca  6-puil 
fé ;  hut  in  the  south  of  Ireland  cé  is  used  for  ckx,  who,  and  ca  to 
express  where  or  what,  as  ce  h-é,  who  ú  he?  ca  B-puil  c6,  where 
art  thou  ?  ca  cxxlaih,  what  land  ? 

In  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  various  other  forms  of  the  inter- 
r()gative  pronouns  occur,  as  cid,  cai^e,  who,  what,  where,  as  in  the 
TeaguBc  Bigh^  cio  if  oech  oo  pf;  ?  *' what  is  good  for  a  king?*' 
Cai^e  cóip  pecoa  pf^?  '<  what  are  the  just  laws  of  a  king  ?"  Also, 
in  an  ancient  Life  of  St  Moling,  ció  acop  oo  pail,  a  cUipi^? 
"  what  swelleth  thine  eye,  0  cleric  ?"  Caige  is  used  «ven  by 
Keating,  as  cai^e  a  amm  ?  ''  what  is  his  name?"  J7ti^./r«/.,p.90. 
Coic,  or  cuic,  who,  whose,  and  ciopa,  whose,  are  of  very  frequent 
occurrence  in  old  writings,  as  noca  n-pieip  mac  ouine  cuic  o'a 
n-oénann  pé  cpuinne,  <<  the  son  of  a  man  knows  not  for  whom  he 
maketh  a  gathering,"  St.  Columbkille'a  Poem  (MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.,  H.  3.  18.),  p.  320;  po  comoipcpeo  ciapa  ceno,  *^interrO' 
gaverunt  eum  eujua  [caput]  esBet^^  Cor.  Gloss.,,  voce  Coipe  bpe- 
cam ;  colono  puno  cen  ceno,  ol  pmo ;  pinora  ouinn,  ol  m  Piann 
coich  h-1,  *'  a  body  here  without  a  head,  said  Finn ;  reveal  unto 
us,  said  the  Fians,  whose  it  is,"  Id.^  voce  Ope,  Cip  also  occurs  as 
if  an  abbreviation  of  cióip,  as  cip  lip,  ^*how  many,"  a  phrase  which 
occurs  very  frequently  in  the  Brehon  Laws. 


Section  6« — Of  the  Demonstrative  Pronouns. 

The  demonstrative  pronouns  are,  po,  this,  these ; 
pm,  that,  those;  put),  or  6d,  yon.  They  are  inde- 
clinable, and  the  same  in  both  numbers. — See  the  St/n- 
taSf  Rule  32.     But  sometimes,  when  po  follows  a  word 
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whose  last  vowel  is  slender,  it  is  written  |»i,  or  pe,  and 
sometimes  feo,  as  na  h-aimppe  p,  "of  this  time^ ;" 
and  ym,  when  it  follows  a  word  whose  last  vowel  is 
broady  is  written  pan,  or  poin. 

In  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  mpin,  inpon,  or  inof  in  is  used  for 
fin,  as  F^P  ^npn  for  pfop  ym,  "  that  is  true,"  Cor.  Gloss, ^  voce  6pi ; 
qif  h-injena  in  Dajoai  inpn,  "  these  were  the  three  daughters  of 
Dagda,"  /<o?.,  voce  ópijic.  Sooam  is  also  often  used  for  pin,  as  PP' 
pooain,  "  with  that,"  Id,,  voce  Deac ;  and  inopo  is  used  for  po,  as 
ip  pi  inopo  in  aeip,  "  this  is  the  satire,"  Id,y  voce  Jaipé.  The  in, 
or  ino,  in  these  forms  is  probably  a  union  of  the  article  and  the  de- 
monstrative pronouns  po  and  pin. 

Ujcro  and  ucuc  are  used  in  the  best  MSS.  for  ud,  f/on,  ponder , 
as  oip  DO  baioeo  6pecán  co  n-a  niuincip  uile  ipin  coipe  ujqd, 
"  for  Brecan  with  all  his  people  were  drowned  in  that  [yon]  whirl- 
pool," Car,  Gloss, y  voce  Coipe  6pecain;  luio  Saob  jup  in  pliab 
n-ucuc,  "  Sabia  went  to  that  [yon]  mountain,"  MS,  Trin,  Coll, 
Dubl,  H.  3.  17.  p.  849. 


Section  6. —  Of  the  Indefinite  Pronouns. 

The  indefinite  pronouns  are  eijin,  some ;  gibe,  or 
cibé,  whoever;  aon,  any;  eile,  or  oile,  other;  a  céile, 
each  other ;  jac,  each,  every ;  5a  c  uile,  every ;  cac, 
all  in  general ;  ceaccap,  or  neaccap,  either ;  an  re, 
or  an  ci,  he  who  ;  uile,  all.  They  are  all  indeclinable 
except  cac,  which  makes  caic  in  the  genitive  singular, 
as  a  b-piaónaife  caic,  in  the  presence  of  all. 

Various  forms  of  these  pronouns  occur  in  the  ancient  manu- 
scripts, as  cecip,  or  cecib,  for  ^ibe,  or  cibe,  which  is  an  amal- 
gamation of  the  pronoun  and  verb  jiba  ba  é,  or  cio  ba  é,  i.  e. 
whoever  it  may  be.     Nac  is  used  for  aon,  any,  as  in  the  follow- 

i  Keat.  Hist,  p.  2. 
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ing  examples :  ni  capopac  minnncip  uaibpec  in  pij  nac  ppeoypa 
puippi,  **the  proud  people  of  the  king  did  not  make  her  any  an- 
swer/* Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  18;  poar  i  n-a  B-ppirinj  cen  nac 
njniom  n-oipoeipc,  **they  returned  the  same  road  without  achiev- 
ing any  great  exploit,"  Annals  of  the  Four  A/asters ^  ad  ann. 
1398  ;  ni  po  paéaijpioc  mic  ni,  "they  did  not  perceive  any  thing," 
Ibid.;  cen  nac  cionn,  "without  any  crime,"  Id.y  ad  an,  1468. 
Cac  ae  often  occurs  for  jac  aon,  every  one ;  and  ann,  or  ano, 
which  is  unknown  in  the  modern  language,  is  used  in  the  ancient 
manuscripts  to  denote,  certain,  quideniy  as  peace  n-ann,  a  certain 
time,  una  vice,  or  quodam  vice  ;  peccap  ano,  on  a  certain  occa- 
sion. QpaiU  is  often  used  for  eile,  as  oo'n  tear  apaiU,  "on  the 
other  side,"  Battle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  28.  And  apoile,  or  alailiu, 
for  the  modern  a  ceile,  each  other,  as  in  these  examples  :  cuccpac 
cxicap  Dia  poile,  "  they  gave  battle  to  each  other,"  Annals  of  the 
Four  Masters,  ad  an.  1233;  po  oolbepcap  pop  alaibu,  "they 
rush  at  each  other,"  H.  3.  16,  p.  60.  Qlanai,  or  alanae,  is  used 
to  denote  "  the  one,"  and  apoile,  when  following  it,  means  "  the 
other."  5^aipiDip  buja  mo  ala  puil,  ip  ouibinp  opuim  in  oail  in 
c-puil  aile,  "  bluer  than  the  hyacinth  was  the  one  eye,  and  blacker 
than  the  back  of  the  beetle  the  other  eye,"  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri, 
Ceaccap,  either,  is  often  written  neccap  in  old  writings,  as  6p  ip 
necrap  oib  cic  ppic,  "  for  it  is  either  of  them  comes  against," 
Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  12. 

Some  Irish  grammarians  have  stated  that  an  cé  means  "  he 
who,"  and  otk  rt  "  she  who."  But  no  such  distinction  is  made  in 
correct  Irish  manuscripts  or  printed  books,  in  which  an  cé  and  an 
ct  are  used  in  the  same  sense,  namely,  "  the  person  who,"  without 
any  reference  to  gender.  That  an  c?  does  not  mean  "  she  who,"  is 
evident  from  the  fact  that  the  feminine  noun,  when  beginning  with 
a  vowel,  would  not  take  the  prefix  r  before  it  in  the  nominative 
singular ;  and  more  so  from  the  fact  that  an  ci  is  frequently  pre- 
fixed to  the  names  of  men  as  a  mark  of  respect  in  the  ancient  Irish 
language,  as  an  zS  CaiUin,  Book  of  Fenagh,  fol.  2,  et  passim  ; 
in  ri  Suibne,  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  38;  an  ci  Cellach,  Id., 
p.  42;  in  z\  Conjal,  Id.^  pp.  46,  64  ;  in  ri  DuBoiao,  Id.,  p.  46  ; 
in  ri  pepooman,  Id.,  p.  84. 
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Section  7. — Of  Pronouns  compounded  with  Prepositions. 

The  personal  and  possessive  pronouns  form  a  syn- 
thetic union  with  certain  simple  prepositions,  so  as  to 
look  like  a  simple  word.  The  prepositions  with  which 
they  are  thus  amalgamated  are  the  following : 

1.  a^,  at,  or  with.  9.  i,  in. 

2.  cqi,  on,  or  upon.  10.  im,  or  um,  about. 

3.  op,  out  of.  11.  le,  or  pe,  with. 

4.  cum,  or  co,  to,  towards.  12.  o,  or  ua,  from. 

5.  oe,  off,  or  from.  13.  poim,  before. 

6.  DO,  to.  14.  peac,  beside. 

7.  eioip,  iDip,  or  eooaip,  be-      15.  cap,  beyond,  over,  by. 

tween.  16.  qié,  through. 

8.  pa,  po,  or  paoi,  under.  17.  uap,  over,  above. 

The  student  should  commit  the  following  combina- 
tions to  memory,  as  they  occur  so  frequently,  and  are 
80  peculiarly  characteristic  of  this  language  and  its  di- 
alects. The  observations  which  follow  them  are  intended 
chiefly  for  those  who  desire  to  study  the  ancient  lan- 
guage. 

1.  Combinations  with  a^,  at,  or  with. 

SINGULAR.  PLUBAL. 

o^am,  with  me.  a^ainn,  with  us. 

a^ODf  or  o^ae,  with  thee.  ci^oib,  with  you. 

ai^e,  with  him.  aca,  with  them, 
aid,  or  aice,  with  her. 

In  ancient'  manuscripts  we  meet  ocum  for  a^m ;  ocuc  for 
a^ao,  and  oca,  occa,  and  even  aici,  for  ai^e,  with  him  (though  in 
the  modem  language  aici  always  means  with  her) ;  occu  and  acu 
for  aca.— 4See  Battle  of  Magh  Eathy  pp.  42,  66,  67,  156.     Ana- 
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logy  would  suggest  that  in  all  these  combinations  the  third  person 
singular  feminine  should  end  in  i,  but  as  the  termination  e  is  found 
in  very  good  authorities,  both  forms  have  been  here  given. 

It  should  be  remarked  that  qcu  often  means  eorum^  or  de  us^ 
of,  or  among  them,  as  in  the  common  phrase  cuio  aca,  some  of 
them;  ^ibe  h-aca,  "  whichever  of  them/'  Keai.Hut.^  p.  4;  though 
the  preposition  never  has  this  meaning  when  set  before  a  noun. 
It  should  be  here  remarked,  once  for  all,  that  in  the  union  of  the 
different  prepositions  with  the  second  person  singular  the  r  of  the 
pronoun  is  retained  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  that  in  the  north 
and  west  it  is  changed  into  o.  Both  forms  are  therefore  given,  as 
they  are  both  borne  out  by  authority. 

2.  ChmlnnalumB  with  cqi,  upon. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

opm,  on  me.  oppainn,  on  us. 

opu,  on  thee.  opponb,  on  you. 

aip,  on  him.  oppa,  or  opca,  on  them. 

uippe,  or  uippi,  on  her. 
In  ancient  manuscripts  these  combinations  are  generally  written 
popm,  pop^  I^T>  F^'PP^  poppa''^^  (emphatic  form,  poipne,  or 
oipne),  popaiB,  poipG,  or  oipB,  poppu  or  oprai6. — See  BcUtle  of 
Magh  Rath^  pp.  10,  12,  70,  74, 124, 160,  292,  et  passim.  TTIaioic 
a  óeupa  paip,  ^up  cuic  ppuc  6  n-a  pop^aib,  ^^  his  tears  burst  on 
him,  so  that  streams  of  water  flowed  from  his  eyes,"  Keai.  HisU^ 
p.  119 ;  Di  ouillino  paip-pium,  "two  leaves  upon  him,"  Cor,  Gloss.^ 
voce  pochlocon.  In  the  south  of  Ireland,  uippe,  on,*or  upon  her, 
is  pronounced  as  if  written  eipri ;  and  in  Connaught,  opéufó ;  and 
oppa,  or  opra,  on  them,  as  if  written  opra,  in  Munster;  and 
oprúó,  in  Connaught 

3.  CombinaHofiB  with  ap,  out  of. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

cq[Kxm,  out  of  me.  apainn,  out  of  us. 

apoD,  apac,  out  of  thee.  apaib,  out  of  you. 

a['^  out  of  him.  apca,  out  of  them, 
aipce,  or  aipci,  out  of  her. 
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CCf ,  out  of  him,  is  sometimes  written  opp  in  ancient  manu- 
scripts.— See  Battle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  58.  The  forms  for  the  other 
persons  are  the  same  as  in  the  text,  except  that  one  short  broad 
vowel  is  put  for  another  ad  libitum.  In  the  south  of  Ireland  they 
write  these  opcam,  apcac,  ap,  aipce,  apcainn,  apcaiB,  apca. 

4.  Combinations  with  cum,  or  co,  towards. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

cu^am,  unto  me.  cujainn,  unto  us. 

cujOD,  cujac,  unto  thee.  cujaib,  unto  you. 

cui^e,  unto  him.  cuca,  unto  them, 
cuice,  cuici,  unto  her. 

These  combinations  of  cum,  or  co,  with  the  personal  pronouns, 
are  pronounced  in  the  south  of  Ireland  as  if  written  cú^am,  cújiar, 
cui^e,  cújamn,  jcúaib,  cújra,  but  in  the  north  and  west  the  5 
and  c  in  the  middle  are  distinctly  pronounced. 

5.  Combinations  with  oe,  off,  or  from, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

ofom,  off  me.  otnn,  off  us. 

DÍ0C,  off  thee.  ofb,  off  you. 

oe,  off  him.  oiob,  off  them. 
Di,  off  her. 

In  ancient  manuscripts,  in  which  the  diphthong  10  seldom 
or  never  appears,  the  orthography  of  these  combinations  is  oím, 
ofc,  oe,  Di,  Dinn,  oib,  oib,  or  oiu,  as  ampuU  a  m-beol  jac  oume 
Diu,  "  the  voice  of  penury  in  the  mouth  of  each  of  them." — ^enguB 
na  n-aer.  In  Connaught  otob  is  pronounced  as  if  written  oaobra, 
D,  thick,  which  is  not  analogical,  and  not  borne  out  by  the  authority 
of  the  written  language.  In  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  in  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  the  d  is  always  pronounced  slender  in  these 
combinations,  and  correctly,  if  it  be  granted  that  the  preposition  is 
oe,  not  00. — See  Stewart's  Elements  of  Gcelic  Grammar^  second 
edition,  p.  129. 
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6.  Combinationa  with  do,  to. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

DQih,  to  me.  oúmn,  to  us. 

Duic,  to  thee.  oufB,  oaoib,  or  oi5,  to  you. 

oo,  to  him.  0616,  to  them. 

Di,  to  her. 

It  should  be  here  remarked  that  the  o  in  ocmii  ouir,  do,  &c.,  b 
sometimes  aspirated  and  sometimes  not;  that  in  the  south  of  Ireland 
Dam  is  generally  pronounced  Dum,  and  sometimes  even  um,  as 
Cabaip  oarii  do  lam,  pronounced  as  if  written  cabaip  um  do  láiii* 
In  ancient  manuscripts  ouir,  to  thee,  is  sometimes  written  oeic,  as 
Ro  bat)  piapac  Deic  co  a  coi^,  Cupai,  mac  l)aipe  Dopn-jlom, 
"  Curai,  son  of  Daire  of  the  fine  hands,  would  be  obedient  to  thee 
with  his  house,"  Cormacan  Eigeas,  In  Connaught  the  d  in  di,  to 
her,  is  pronounced  broad  and  generally  aspirated,  as  well  as  in  do, 
to  him,  which  is  not  contrary  to  analogy,  as  being  made  up  of  do 
and  1,  but  in  the  south  of  Ireland  the  o  in  oi  is  always  pronounced 
slender,  and  aspirated  or  not  according  to  the  termination  of  the 
word  which  precedes  it.  Thus,  if  the  preceding  word  ends  in  an 
unaspirated  consonant  the  d  retains  its  natural  sound,  as  caBaip  di 
an  c-aipjeoD,  give  to  her  the  money.  But  if  it  end  in  a  vowel,  or  an 
aspirated  consonant,  the  d  is  aspirated,  as  raj  pé  ói  aipjeoD  ajup 
op,  he  gave  to  her  gold  and  silver.  This  is  the  only  analogy  which 
the  author  could  observe  in  regulating  the  aspirations  of  the  initial 
consonant  of  the  compound  pronouns  among  the  speakers  of  the 
Irish  language  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  he  has  found  it  borne 
out  by  the  authority  of  the  best  Irish  manuscripts  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  in  which  aspiration  (which  is  not  always  attended  to  in 
ancient  manuscripts)  was  carefully  marked.  The  following  ex- 
amples, extracted  from  a  beautiful  manuscript,  by  John  Mac  Toma 
O'Mulconry,  of  Keating' s  History  of  Ireland^  now  in  the  Library 
of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  will  shew  that  the  above  rule  is 
founded  on  the  genius  of  the  language  of  Ireland,  as  it  was  then 
spoken  and  written  by  one  of  the  best  hereditary  expounders  of  the 
language  in  existence  in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 
50  D-ruj  opnap5  oip  oi,  "  so  that  he  gave  her  a  chain  of  gold,** 
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p.  78 ;  uUiiioi^ic  pVeij  móip  n-oo,  "  they  prepare  a  great  feast  for 
him/'  p.  100 ;  aj  ceacc  a  n-eipinn  d6,  "  on  his  arrival  in  Ireland ;" 
p. Ill ;  lap  m-beié  f\ce  bliaoain  i  b-plairiop  Connacc  do,  "  after 
his  being  twenty  years  in  the  government  of  Connaught/'  p.  115 ; 
lap  mopram  x>6  qif  ceo  bliaoain,  *'  after  having  lived  three  hun- 
dred years,"  p.  117;  Cuj  Ciapdn  a  ihallacc oó,  "St.  Ciaran  gave 
him  his  curse,"  p.  117  ;  Cu^  ^uaipe  on  oealj^  6ip  baoi  'n  a  bpue 
o6  ap  f  on  t)é,  "  Guaire  gave  him  the  golden  pin  which  he  had  in 
his  garment,  for  the  sake  of  God,"  p.  119;  cxiip^ip  peacu  m-ba 
a^up  rapb  ap  a  pon  oi,  «<  he  offered  her  seven  cows  and  a  bull  in 
return,"  p.  120;  cpe  beié  umol  o6,  "  for  beiug  obedient  to  him," 
p.  123;  oo  bpi^  ^up  ab  é  cu^  polup  an  cpeioim  ap  rup  oóiB, 
"because  it  was  he  that  first  gave  them  the  light  of  the  faith,"  lb.; 
^o  nllioo  a  n-Qlbam  o6,  till  his  return  to  Scotland,"  lb, ;  q>e 
mapbaó  do  oeunaiii  66,  "  for  his  committing  of  murder,"  p.  124  ; 
lap  D-eeacc  'na  piaonaipi  d6,  "  on  his  coming  into  his  presence," 
p.  125;  lap  D-ceacc  50  pijceac  Chaipil  do,  "after  his  coming  to 
the  royal  house  of  Cashel,"  p.  143. 

Dúinn,  to  us,  or  by  us,  is  frequently,  but  incorrectly  written 
Duin,  and  even  oun,  as  "  aoaij  oún  05  Dun  Gachoach,  **  we  were 
a  night  at  Dun  Eachdach." — Cormacan  Ei^eas. 

In  the  west  of  Ireland,  and  most  parts  of  the  north,  do,  when 
combiaed  with  ib,  ye,  or  you,  is  pronounced  oaoib,  and  it  is  some- 
times so  written  by  Keating  (see  p.  144],  and  generally  so  by 
O'Molloy  and  Donlevy ;  but  in  the  south  it  is  always  written  and 
pronounced  ofb,  the  d  being  slender ;  but  this  is  obviously  not 
analogical,  for  it  should  be  the  form  to  represent  the  union  of  oe, 
off,  or  from,  and  ib,  ye,  or  you. 

7.  Combinations  with  eioip,  or  eaoaip,  between. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

eaopam,  between  me.  eaopainn,  between  us. 

eaopao,  or  eaopac,  between  thee.  eaopaib,  between  you. 

eiDip  é,  between  him.  eacoppa,  between  them, 
eioip  Í,  between  her. 


-       .,  ,r,  tJ    'r;77..;'."''---='^' 


^^■'^  '      ^nu-  --I'-^i   *-■-      ^    -.,  ^^  k-^  la  in  the  ^r. 

^''"^na    -— ^'=    °    :.ix.ui-^-.-     ._.^,>,ich  shall 
^^"^    ..,,.M--'^    tcr-xi:^-    -  i^---;'-     ,1.——---,  bct^e^n  ibem, 

...vv-  ^  ^  ^-  '^  '""    "^  ^  ...    ^^r  Í.  between  me 


...,^;«:..-'  '•->     *"-'•'     ^ 


r^,   -..-.  ur.icr  us, 
r v^x'^  v.r.^i«:r  :*.em. 


v>» 


v"»   •< 


N    V    •• 


;s.  N  ATunis^ly  written 
•       '      ^  .--^*     V-     ^ui  F<>^  IS  the 

.   V     V.    •-    ^^2      In  Mun- 


^  -  •  • 


.  >      V     N 


V 


% 

-.--  ^t*  ::  u.ih  the 
^  ^ •*  \V  t-- ^" ' ri  and 
:    .  Vr-*  •'♦^ is  is  not 


.,        V.XVVX.  t^.xV.!     .3i^-,,-ViS' 


J  iiinitten 


CHAP.  IV.]  with  Prepositions.  143 

9.  Combinations  with  1,  in. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

lonnam,  in  me.  lonainn,  in  us* 

lonnoD,  or  lonnac,  in  thee.  lonnaiB,  in  you. 

ann,  in  him.  lonnca,  in  them, 
innce,  or  innci,  in  her. 

In  ancient  manuscripts»  in  which  the  diphthong  10  seldom  or 
never  occurs,  these  combinations  are  written  innam,  innac,  ano, 
innce  ;  innaino,  innaiB,  inocib. — ^ee  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  pp.  42, 
56,  58,  et  passim.  And  the  orthography  is  variously  modified  by 
putting  one  short  vowel  for  another,  and  substituting  no  for  nn, 
which  renders  the  orthography  exceeding  unfixed  and  uncertain. 

10.  Combinations  with  im,  or  um,  about. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Ufnam,  about  me.  umainn,  about  us. 

UTTioD,  or  umar,  about  thee.  umaib,  about  you. 

uime,  about  him.  umpa,  about  them, 
uimpe,  or  uimpi,  about  her. 

The  preposition  with  which  these  are  combined  is  more  fre- 
quently written  im;  but  I  have  retained  the  um,  as  the  form 
adopted  by  other  grammarians,  and  that  most  conformable  with 
the  modem  pronunciation.  In  ancient  manuscripts  they  are  writ- 
ten iTOum,  imuc,  imi,  impi,  imuino,  imuib,  impu,  with  several 
variations,  caused  by  substituting  u  for  1  in  the  first  syllable,  by 
doubling  the  m,  and  one  short  vowel  for  another. — See  Battle  of 
MaghRath,  pp.  36,  37,  38,  48,  50,  170,  172,  186. 

11.  Combinations  with  le,  or  pe,  with. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

liom,  leam,  or  piom,  with  me.  linn,  or  pinn,  with  us. 

leac,  or  pior,  with  thee.  lib,  or  pib,  with  you. 

leif,  or  pip,  with  him.  leo,  or  piu,  with  them, 
le,  léire,  or  pia,  with  her. 
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It  should  be  here  remariLed,  that  the  preposition  pe,  or  its  oom- 
binations  with  the  personal  pronouns,  though  found  in  modem 
printed  books  and  manuscripts,  is  not  used  in  the  spoken  language 
in  any  part  of  Ireland,  le  being  invariably  used  in  its  place.  In 
ancient  manuscripts  ppi  is  very  frequently  used  instead  of  le,  or  pe ; 
and  the  combinations  which  it  forms  with  the  pronouns  are  as  fol- 
low :  rpim,  ppie^  ppip,  ppia,  ppmn,  ppiB,  ppiu.  We  also  meet  in 
very  correct  manuscripts  the  formsy  lem,  lac^  loip,  lei,  lenn,  liB, 
leo.  For  these  various  forms,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  BaUle 
ofMagh  Bath,  pp.  10, 14,  24,  32,  34,  40,  44,  48, 50,  58, 66,  68, 
74,  and  ÁnnaU  of  the  Four  Ma$ters,  pasrim.  In  Ccrvrujuft 
Olo99wry,  voce  Coipe  6pecáin,  ppiu  is  translated  by  the  Latin  eá#, 
ocup  oobepc  ppiu,  **  et  We  eU  ducii.^  In  Mac  Qnig^s  edition  of 
the  Irish  Bible,  leaée  is  used  throughout  for  lear,  with  thee;  but 
there  is  no  authority  for  this  form,  except  the  pronunciation  of  the 
living  language  in  parts  of  the  counties  of  Westmeath  and  Longford. 

12.  OmhinatumB  «ttt  o,  or  uo,  from. 

SIHGULAB.  PLURAL. 

uoim,  from  me.  uamn,  from  us. 

uaic^  from  thee.  uaiB,  from  you. 

uaó,  from  him.  uaéa,  from  them, 
uaire,  or  uairi,  from  her. 

These  combinations  are  pronounced  in  the  south  of  Ireland  as 
if  written  6uaim,  Buaie,  buai  j,  Buainn,  BuoiB,  Buara«-^See  Obter^ 
vaiians  on  the  OceUe  Language,  by  Richard  Mac  Elligott,  puh- 
Ushed  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Gaelic  Society  of  DuUm,  p.  21. 
And  this  form  is  found  in  manuscripts  of  considerable  antiquity,  as 
in  an  old  life  of  St  Ceallach,  of  Kihnore  Moy,  written  in  vellum : 
pon^eup  CO  cill  ele  bai  ^aipio  Buaéo,  '^they  came  to  another 
church  which  was  not  far  from  them." 

Uoó,  firom  him,  is  variously  written>  uoo,  uaio,  uaoa,  and 
uaiDe...JSee  BcUtle  of  Magh  Bath,  pp.  50,  64,  232, 264,  where  it 
is  written  uaóa.  In  the  Book  of  Lecan  it  is  generally  written  uoo; 
but  Duald  Mac  Firbis  writes  it  both  uoo  and  ua6a,  as  Cona6  uaé 
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ainmnijceap,  '*  so  that  it  is  from  him  the  cam  is  named,"  Tribes 
and  Customs  of  Hy-Fiachrachy  p.  100 ;  Qoo,  mac  Cobraij,  ip 
uaoa  Ceneul  Qooa,  "Aodh,  the  son  of  Cobhthach  ;  from  him  the 
Cinel  Aodha  are  descended,"  Id.,  p.  54.  It  is  difficult  to  decide, 
from  the  present  pronunciation  in  the  different  provinces,  which  is 
the  true  form,  but  analogy  would  suggest  that  the  last  vowel  should 
be  slender.  Uara,  from  them,  is  pronounced  in  the  province  of 
Connaught  as  if  written  uapu,  and  in  ancient  manuscripts  is  ofteii 
written  uaioib. — See  Battle  of  Magh  Bathy  p.  38. 

13.  Combinations  with  poirii,  before. 

SINGULAH.  PLURAL. 

pomam,  before  me.  poihainn,  before  us. 

pomcro,  or  poihar,  before  thee.  poriiaib,  before  you. 

poiTTie,  before  him.  pómpa,  before  them, 
poimpe,  or  poimpi,  before  her. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  these  combinations  are  often  written, 
pemum,  pemuc,  or  pomur,  peme,  peimpe,  pemuino,  pemuib, 
pempu — See  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  pp.  34,  42,  70,  74,  92,  96. 
But  the  o  is  also  used  in  the  oldest  authorities. 

14.  Combinations  tcith  peac,  beside. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

peacam,  by,  or  beside  me.  peacamn,  by  us. 

peacao,  or  peacar,  by  thee.  peacaib,  by  you. 

peac  é,  by  him.  peaca,  by  them, 
peac  f,  by  her. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  these  combinations  are  written  pecam, 
pecar,  &c. ;  or  pfcham,  pfchar,  &c. ;  and  peocam,  &c.,  is  some- 
times to  be  met  with. 

15.  Combinations  with  cap-,  beyond,  over. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

chopm,  over  me.  choppamn,  over  us. 

chopc,  over  thee.  choppaib,  over  you. 

chaipip,  over  him.  chdppa,  or  cháppca,  over  them, 
cháippe,  or  cháippi,  over  her. 

u 
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In  ancient  writings  cúppci,  over  them,  is  most  generally  written 
raifipib — See  Battle  of  McKjh  Rath,  p.  194. 

16.  Combinations  rcith  qié,  through. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

cpiom,  through  me.  cpínn,  through  us. 

cptoc,  through  thee.  rpb,  through  you. 

rpÍD,  through  him.  cpioca,  through  them, 
qiice,  or  cpici,  through  her. 

In  ancient  writings  these  combinations  are  often  written  qiim, 
or  rpeom,  epic,  or  cpeoc,  cpio,  cpinn,  cpib,  r|iicu,  cpempu,  or 
cpeompa. — See  Battle  of\Magh  Rath,  pp.  194,  202.  Rom  imoepj 
CO  mop  qieoc,  **  I  was  much  reviled  for  thee,"  Vit,  Moling,  In 
the  province  of  Connaught,  qiioca  is  pronounced  as  if  written 
cpíopú,  but  cp'ora  in  Munster. 

17.  Combinations  with  uap,  over,  above. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

uayxim,  above  me.  uapamn,  above  us. 

uapoD,  or  uapac,  above  thee.  uapaib,  above  you. 

uapa,  above  him.  uapca,  above  them, 
uaipce,  or  uaipci,  above  her. 

These  combinations  are  never  used  in  the  spoken  language  in 
any  part  of  Ireland,  the  phrase  op  mo  cionn,  &c.,  being  substituted 
for  ucipam  ;  but  it  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  ancient  manuscripts, 
with  the  spelling  modified  as  usual,  as  will  appear  from  the  follow- 
ing examples :  Cpípc  ípam,  Cpípc  uapum,  Cpípc  oeppum,  Cpípc 
cuachum,  *'  Christ  beneath  me,  Christ  above  me,  Christ  to  my 
right,  Christ  to  my  left,"  Hymn  of  St.  Patrick,  in  Liber  Hym- 
norum  ;  bennaclic  t)e  acap  uapum,  **  the  blessing  of  God  the 
Father  over  me,"  Bishop  Sanctan's  Hymn^  ibid.  ;  po  epij  a  Bpu;: 
mileo  ocup  a  en  jaile  pop  popluamain  uapa,  "  his  heroic  fury 
rose,  and  his  bird  of  valour  fluttered  over  him,"  Battle  of  Magh 
Rath^  p.  32.  Uaipcib,  or  uaipcib,  the  b  not  aspirated,  is  the  form 
generally  used  in  old  manuscripts  to  express  over  the?n,  though, 
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according  to  the  analogies  of  the  modern  language,  it  would  rather 
mean  over  you  (ye) :  ocup  Oomnall  mac  Qeoa  jpép m,  i  n'  áipo- 
pf^i  pop  6fimn  uaipcib  pm  uile, '^  and  Domhnall,  son  ofAedh, 
himself  in  the  sovereignty  of  Erin  over  all  these,"  Id.,  p.  24 ;  pil 
uaipab  ppi  h*uaip  pep^i,  nél  na  pola  fopoep^i,  '^  there  is  over 
them  a  cloud  of  deep  red  blood,"  Id.^  p.  78 ;  neotU  ecapbuapaó 
uaipcib,  "  hovering  clouds  over  them,"  H.  3.  18,  p.  60. 

The  emphatic  postfixes  of  these  combinations  are 
nearly  the  same  as  those  of  the  personal  and  possessive 
pronouns  with  which  the  preposition  is  amalgamated, 
viz.,  fa  for  the  first  and  second  person  singular ;  f can 
for  the  third  person  singular  ;  ne,  or  ni,  for  the  first 
person  plural ;  pa,  or  pe,  for  the  second  person  plural ; 
and  fan,  or  f ean,  for  the  third  person  plural. 

The  possessive  pronouns  also  amalgamate  with  the 
pronouns,  but  not  so  extensively  as  the  personal  pro- 
nouns. The  following  are  the  principal  combinations 
of  this  class : 

1.  Combinations  with  o^,  or  50,  with. 

SINGULAR.  PLUBAL. 

com,  or  30m,  with  my.  coáp,  cop,  to  our. 

coo,  or  coc,  &c.,  with  thy.  co  bap,  to  your, 

cona,  with  his,  with  her's.  cona,  with  their. 

2.  Combinations  tcith  00,  to. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

Dom,  to  my.  oáp,  to  our. 

DoD,  DOC,  to  thy.  oaBap,  to  your. 

DO,  to  his,  to  her*s.  oá,  to  their. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  oia  is  very  frequently  used  for  oá,  to 
his,  her*s,  its,  or  their,  as  oia  bennachaó,  <'  for  its  blessing,  i.  e. 
for  the  blessing  of  it,"  Battle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  26 ;  oia  bian-]MDe, 
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<<  of  ito  hide/'  Car.  6los9.,  voce  CepoaiU.  *^,  and  even  'oá» 
which  18  a  oombination  of  05,  at,  and  o,  his,  her's,  their^s,  is  very 
often  nsed  in  old  writings,  and  in  the  living  language,  in  some 
parts  of  Ireland,  for  o'a,  as  'ga  6-f  lonSu^,  **  to  welcome  them," 
Batik  ofUagh  Bath^  p.  30 ;  bui  gá  peirem  co  pooa,  ^*  and  was 
viewing  him  for  a  long  time,*'  /i.,  p.  72. 

3.  Combination»  wUh  f  o,  imder. 

SIKGULAB.  TLITBAL. 

pom,  under  my.  pocqi,  pop,  under  our. 

poDy  under  thy.  po  Bop,  under  your, 

pona,  under  hb,  her'a.  pona,  under  their. 

4.  ComlnnatímíB  with  1,  in. 

sniOULAB.  PLintAL. 

am,  in  my.  ^^^^^  in  our. 

00,  ae^  in  thy.  ann  Gcqi,  in  your, 

lona,  or  lno^  in  his,  or  in  her*s.        vona,  or  ma,  in  their. 

5.  Cambinatians  with  le,  with. 

SINOULAB.  PLURAL. 

lem,  with  my.  le  6p  lep,  with  our. 

leo,  or  lee,  with  thy,  le  Bap,  with  your, 

lena,  with  his,  her's.  lena,  with  their. 

In  old  manuscripts  written  lem,  ppim,  &c  The  n  in  lena, 
which  is  merely  inserted  for  the  sake  of  strength  and  euphony,  is 
not  used  in  the  Scotch  Gaelic,  which  often  causes  a  disagreeable 
hiatus  in  that  dialect;  and  the  Irish  use  of  the  euphonic  n  has  been 
admired  by  the  Erse  grammarians.  Stewart  writes  thus  on  this 
subject,  in  a  note  on  the  possessive  pronoun  a,  in  the  second  edi- 
tion of  his  Gaelic  Grammar,  p.  70 :  '*  The  Irish  are  not  so  much  at 
a  loss  to  avoid  a  hiatus,  as  they  often  use  *  na,'  for  <a,'  A»,  which 
the  [Scotch]  translators  of  the  Psalms  have  sometimes  judiciously 
adopted,  as — 

'  An  talamh  tioram  le  na  laimh 
Do  chnithaich  e  's  do  dhealbh.' " 

Psalm  xcv.  5. 
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6.  Combinations  with  6,  from. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

óm,  from  my.  óap,  op,  from  our. 

ÓD,  ÓC,  from  thy,  ó  Bap,  from  your, 

óna,  from  his,  her's.  óna,  from  their. 

Modern  grammarians,  however,  think  that  it  would  add  much 
to  the  clearness  of  the  written  language  if  these  combinations  were 
separated  by  hyphens  and  apostrophes,  and  they  recommend  lona, 
cona,  pona,  Lena,  ona,  qiéna,  to  be  written  i  n-a,  co  n-a,  po  n-a, 
le  n-a,  ó  n-a,  rpe  n-a ;  and  oá,  oáp,  &c.,  to  be  written  D*á,  o'áp, 
&c.,  and  an  apostrophe  to  be  used  where  a  vowel  is  omitted  at  the 
end,  as  Dom^  ood',  lem',  cpem',  &c. 

The  emphatic  particles  added  to  these  combinations 
are  the  same  as  those  postfixed  to  the  combinations  of 
the  prepositions  and  the  personal  pronouns,  with  this 
difference,  however,  that  they  always  follow  the  nouns 
to  which  the  possessive  pronouns  belong,  and  become 
broad  or  slender  according  to  the  last  vowel  in  such 
nouns. 

Thus,  if  am'  ceann,  in  my  head,  be  rendered  emphatic,  the  em- 
phatic particle  will  be  placed,  not  after  am,  but  immediately  after 
the  substantive,  and  its  vowel  must  agree  in  class  with  the  charac- 
teristic, or  last  vowel  of  the  substantive,  thus  :  am'  ceann-pa, 
where,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  a  in  pa  agrees  in  class  with  the 
a  in  ceann ;  but  if  the  last  vowel  of  the  substantive  be  slender, 
then  that  of  the  emphatic  particle  will  be  slender  also,  as  am' 
lairii-pe,  "in  my  hand;"  a  rhumncip-pioe,  "his  people." — Cor. 
Gloss, f  voce  Coipe  ópecam. 

And  if  the  substantive  be  immediately  followed  by 
an  adjective,  the  emphatic  particle  will  be  placed  after 
such  adjective,  as  am'  lairh  óeip-pe,  in  my  right  hand. 
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CHAPTER  V, 

OF  YEBBS. 


Therb  are  three  kinds  of  verbs,  namely,  active, 
passive,  and  neuter.  They  are  inflected  by  voices, 
moods^  tenses,  numbers,  and  persons. 


Section  1. — Of  the  Moods  and  Tenses. 

The  moods  are  four,  viz.,  the  indicative,  imperative, 
conditional,  and  infinitive,  and  some  of  the  irregular 
verbs  have  a  subjunctive  mood. 

The  inflections  of  verbs,  like  those  of  nouns,  are 
made  by  changes  on  the  termination.  Changes  also 
take  place  at  the  beginning,  but  they  are  more  for  the 
sake  of  euphony  than  sense  (though  they  sometimes 
help  to  point  out  the  moods  and  tenses),  and  are  caused 
by  certain  particles  prefixed,  which  may  frequently  be 
left  understood. 

The  same  particles  which  are  postfixed  to  personal 
pronouns  are  also  subjoined  to  verbs  for  the  sake  of 
emphasis,  as  pirim,  I  run,  pirim-f  e  ;  ólaim,  I  drink, 
6laim-fe;  ólaip,  thou  drinkest;  olaip-pe;  olaiD,  they 
drink,  ólait)-f  can. 

The  following  examples  will  shew  the  use  of  these  terminations 
in  correct  MSS. :  mapb-fa  me,  "  kill  thou  me,"  Keat.  Hist,,  p.  76 ; 
an  j-céin  Baoi-piom  a  b-plaiciop  TTluiiian,  **  while  he  was  in  the 
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sovereignty  of  Munster,"  Id.,  ^.  142;  ap  ba  ip  in  cappur  po 
jenaip-pioen,  "  for  he  was  born  in  the  chariot,"  Cor,  Gloss,,  voce 
Copmac;  do  bépam-ne  cec  popcacc  picpa  a  leap  ouicc,  "  we  will 
give  thee  every  necessary  assistance,"  F'it,  Moling. 

There  are  five  tenses  of  the  indicative  mood,  active, 
namely,  1,  the  simple  present ;  2,  the  consuetudinal,  or 
habitual  present ;  3,  the  preterite,  or  simple  past ;  4,  the 
consuetudinal  past ;  and,  5,  the  future. 

1 .  The  simple  present  tense  of  an  active  verb  denotes 
action  in  progress  in  this  instant,  or  now,  as  ceilim,  I 
conceal,  Lat.  celo. 

2.  The  habitual,  or  consuetudinal  present,  expresses 
extended  or  habitual  action,  as  ceileann  pé,  he  conceals, 
or  is  used  to  conceal. 

The  present  tense  in  English  has  frequently  this  force,  as  "  he 
resides  in  Dublin,"  in  which  resides  has  the  same  meaning  as  the 
consuetudinal  present  in  Irish,  comnuíóeann  pé  a  in-5aile  Qra 
cliar,  i.  e.  he  usually  resides,  &c.  The  Irish  attempt  to  introduce 
this  tense  even  into  English,as  "  hk  bees,"  **  he  does  be,"  &c. 

3.  The  simple  past  tense  signifies  past  unextended 
action,  as  ceileap,  I  concealed,  Lat.  celavL 

4.  The  consuetudinal  past  denotes  past  extended 
or  habitual  action,  as  ceilinn,  I  used  to  conceal,  Lat. 
celabam. 

This  tense  is  frequently  used  in  Irish  conversation,  and  hence 
the  Irish  are  fond  of  it  even  in  English,  as  **  he  used  to  be  living  in 
DubUn,"  or  **  he  did  be,"  &c. 

5.  The  future  tense  simply  foretells,  as  ceilpeaD, 
I  will  conceal,  Lat.  celabo. 

There  are  two  modes  of  expressing  the  persons ;  the 
first)  and  that  now  most  generally  used  in  the  spoken 
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language,  particularly  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  is  the 
analytic  form  of  the  verb,  with  the  pronouns  separately 
expressed ;  the  other,  which  is  more  general  in  the  south 
of  Ireland,  and  was  used  in  the  ancient  language,  is  the 
synthetic  form,  in  which  the  pronoun  is  concealed  in 
the  termination  of  the  verb. 

When  the  pronouns  are  separately  expressed  the 
verb  has  a  common  form  for  all  the  persons,  singular 
and  plural,  as  ceilpi6  me,  I  will  conceal;  ceilpió 
rú,  thou  wilt  conceal ;  ceilpió  f  é,  he  will  conceal ; 
ceilpib  pmn,  we  will  conceal ;  ceilpió  pib,  ye  will  con- 
ceal ;  ceilpi6  piaD,  they  will  conceal ;  the  termination 
pi6  being  common  to  all  the  persons. 

In  this  particular  the  Irish  language  nearly  agrees  with  the  col- 
loquial dialect  of  the  English,  in  which  the  verh  varies  its  terzoina- 
tion  in  the  third  person  singular  only,  as : 

SnVOULAB.  PLUBAL. 

1.  I  caU,  voeo,  1.  we  call,  voeamus. 

2.  you  call,  vocas.  2.  you  call,  voeatis» 

3.  he  caUs,  vocat.  3.  they  call,  vacant 

In  the  preter-imperfect  tense  of  the  English  verh  this  agreement 
is  still  closer,  thus : 

BINOULAB,  PLURAL. 

1.  I  called,  vocavL  I,  we  called,  eoeavmus, 

2.  you  called,  voeavUH.  2.  you  called,  voeavisiii. 

3.  he  called,  vocavii.  3.  they  called,  voeaverunL 

Some  Irish  writers,  however,  among  whom  may  be  reckoned 
the  two  of  the  most  remarkable  Irish  antiquaries  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  namely.  Dr.  Keating  and  Duald  Mac  Firbis,  use  the  syn« 
thetic  form  of  the  verb  in  the  present  and  future  tenses  of  the 
indicative  mood,  when  the  third  person  plural  is  expressed,  as 
ceiliD  poD,  they  conceal ;  ceilf  io  p too,  they  will  conceaL    But  in 
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the  past  tense  this  could  not  be  done,  for  éeileaoap  f  lao  would  be 
incorrect,  and  seems  to  warrant  the  conclusion,  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  termination  10  for  10,  in  the  other  two  tenses,  is  not 
analogical.  When,  however,  the  nominative  is  a  substantive,  the 
Bjmthetic  termination  is  retained,  as  ceileaoap  ouoine  an  mo  pin, 
^'men  concealed  that  thing." 

When  the  personal  pronoun  is  not  expressed  sepa- 
rately, the  verb  has  a  distinct  terminational  form  (which 
in  reality  indicates  the  pronoun),  for  all  the  persons  ex- 
cept the  third  person  singular,  with  the  termination  of 
which  the  pronoun  is  never  synthetically  combined ;  and 
the  form  for  this  person,  which  ends  in  1Ó,  or  ai6,  in  the 
present  and  future  tenses  of  the  indicative,  is  that  which 
is  adopted  for  all  the  other  persons,  singular  and  plural, 
in  the  analytic  form  of  the  verb,  when  the  pronouns  are 
separately  expressed.  The  two  forms  ig^e  here  given, 
with  their  English  and  Latin  parallels. 

Analytic  Form. 

SUfOULAB.  PLUBAL. 

1.  ceiliD  me,  I  conceal.  1.  ceilio  pinn,  we  conceal. 

2.  ceilió  CÚ,  thou  concealest.        2.  ceilio  fib,  ye  conceal. 

3.  ceiliD  pé,  he  conceals.  3.  ceilió  p lao,  they  conceal. 

Synthetic  Form. 

SINGULAB.  PLURAL. 

1.  ceilim,  celo.  1.  ceilimfo,  celamus. 

2.  ceilip,  celae.  2.  ceilci,  celaiis. 

3.  ceiliD  fé,  eelat  ille.  3.  ceilio,  celant. 

As  the  third  person*  singular  has  no  synthetic  form,  the  pro- 
noun must  be  always  expressed,  unless  it  be  understood,  where  the 
construction  of  the  sentence  permits  an  ellipsis  of  it.  Indeed,  it  is 
very  convenient  in  this,  and  all  other  languages,  that  this  person 
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should  be  always  expressed,  because  the  third  person  is  generally 
absent,  and  it  becomes,  therefore,  necessary  to  express  the  pronoun, 
to  denote  its  gender ;  whereas  the  first  and  second  persons,  being 
always  supposed  to  be  present,  there  is  no  necessity  of  marking  any 
distinction  of  gender  in  them. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  this  particular  the  Irish  essentially 
difiers  from  the  classical  languages ;  for  although  in  Latin  it  is  cor- 
rect to  say  tu  legis^  vas  negligitis^  yet  in  Irish  we  cannot  say  ceilim 
me,  or  ceilip  cú,  but  ceilió  me,  ceilió  cú ;  for  as  the  verbal  termi- 
nation is  actually  the  personal  pronoun  amalgamated  with  the  verb, 
it  would  be  obviously  redundant  to  place  the  pronoun  after  this 
termination,  which  would  be  in  reality  expressing  the  pronoun 
twice. 

To  explain  this,  it  must  be  observed,  that  the  word  ceilim,  I 
conceal,  is  as  much  a  compound  of  the  verb  ceil,  conceal,  and  the 
pronoun  me,  I,  as  the  word  o^am,  with  me,  is  of  the  preposition 
o^»  with,  and  me,  I ;  and  as  it  would  be  clearly  tautology  to  place 
me  after  a^m,  so  would  it  be  equally  redundant  to  place  it  after 
ceilim  ;  hence,  whenever  me  occurs  after  the  synthetic  form  of  any 
verb  active  we  know  it  to  be  not  the  nominative,  but  the  accu- 
sative, governed  by  the  verb ;  for  example,  ceilim  me  would  not 
mean  "I  conceal,*'  but  "  I  conceal  me,*'  or  **  I  conceal  myself." 
The  other  persons  are  much  more  disguised  in  the  verb  than  the 
first  person  smgular,  as  ceilimfo,  for  ceili  pinn^ ;  but  the  same 
disguising  also  takes  place  in  the  combmation  of  the  pronouns  with 
the  prepositions,  as  pompa,  before  them,  for  poiih  iod  ;  leo,  for  le 

1CR>,  &c. 

Notwithstanding  this  evident  principle  of  the  language,  some 
writers,  following  the  analogies  of  Latin,  often  place  the  pronoun 
after  the  synthetic  form  of  the  third  person  plural,  in  the  present 
and  future  tenses  of  the  indicative  mood. — See  above. 

*  So  much  is  the  termination  sonal  pronoun.     The  author  has 

mfo,  or  maio,  considered  to  con-  also  often  heard  young  persons 

tain  the  pronoun,  that  some  Irish  use  it  for  the  pronoun,  as  cu  ipeao 

scholars  consider  it  an  old  form  maio-ne  50  o-ci  cu|xi,  for  cui- 

of  the  pronoun  retained  in  the  peao  pinne,  &c.,  "  we  were  sent 

verb,  though  obsolete  as  a  per-  to  thee." 
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Each  of  the  tenses  has  a  relative  form  ending  in  ap, 
eay»,  or  lop,  in  the  present  and  future  tenses  of  the  in- 
dicative mood  in  the  modern  language,  but  licentiously 
varied  in  the  ancient  language  to  ap,  op,  up,  ep,ip,  luy», 
but  in  all  the  other  tenses  it  is  like  the  form  for  the 
third  person  singular,  as  a  ceileap,  who  conceals;  a 
ceilpeap,  who  will  conceal ;  a  ceil,  who  concealed ; 
a  ceileaó,  who  used  to  conceal. 

This  rule  is  sufficient  to  point  out  the  relative  form  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy,  and  it  will  not  be,  therefore,  necessary  to  repeat  the 
relative  form  in  each  tense,  in  giving  the  conjugation  of  the  verb, 
as  Halidaj  has  done. 

This  form  of  the  verb  in  ap  is  also  used  as  the  his- 
toric present ;  namely,  when  the  present  tense  is  put 
for  the  past,  to  express  that  an  action  now  passed  was,  at 
the  time  of  which  we  speak,  present,  as  cojbap  a  lam, 
he  raises  his  hand,  i.  e.  he  was,  at  the  time  we  speak  of, 
in  the  act  of  raising  his  hand. 

In  ancient  MSS.  this  termination  is  variously  written,  op,  ep , 
ip,  op,  up,  lup,  exactly  like  the  variations  of  the  relative  termina- 
tion, as  will  appear  from  the  following  examples,  selected  from 
various  manuscripts  of  authority:  Poraijip  Colam  Cille  eclaip 
1  Ppacpamo  Oiprip  opey,  ocup  pajbap  Colmdn  Deocam  ince, 
"  Columbkille  erects  a  church  on  Rachrainn  [an  island]  of  the 
east  of  Bregia,  and  leaves  Colman,  the  Deacon,  in  it,**  Leahhar 
Breac,  fol.  16,  ft,  a  ;  pajbup  na  pilio  ap  a  h-airle,  ocup  cimnaip 
ceileabpao  oóib,  "  he  then  leaves  the  poets,  and  bids  them  fare- 
well," Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  42;  puioip  m  pilio  aici  pop  caeb 
na  relca,  ocup  lappai^ip  pcela  oe,  <*  the  poet  sits  down  with  him 
on  the  side  of  the  hill,  and  asks  him  the  news,"  Id.^  p.  67  ;  eip^ip 
an  pij  Dia  aoapc,  **  the  king  rises  from  his  pillow,**  Book  of  Fer- 
nwtfy  fol.  52  ;  ceiliobpaip  ooib  lap  pin,  ajup  cpiallaip  50  n-a  ceo 
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laoc  o*  piop  a  luin^e,  <<  he  then  bids  them  farewell,  dJii, proceeds 
with  his  hundred  heroes  towards  his  ship,"  Keat.  Hiat,^  p.  51. 

This  termination  is  also  used  in  the  simple  present  tense,  and 
even  in  the  future  of  the  indicative,  as  cio  pió  lappup  pij  Cempac, 
**  though  the  king  of  Tara  seeks  peace,"  Battle  ofMaghRcUh^ 
p.  42 ;  cec  ni  cinoep  t)ia  oo  neoch,  '*  whatever  Goá  predestines 
for  a  person,"  St.  ColumhkUle  (H.  3.  18.);  CI5  8pu,  mac  Bappu 
pjapup  poprálón  ajup  clanna  HeimiD  pe  poile,  "  In  Sru,  son  of 
Easru,  Parthalon  and  the  Clann  Neimhidh  hranch  off  from  each 
other,"  Keat,  Hist.^  p.  33 ;  cndih  éipj  pluicpecqf^,  "  the  hone  of  a 
fish  which  he  shall  swallow,"  /rf.,  p.  90;  map  poiUpijiiop  an  pann, 
*'  as  this  quatrain  shews,"  Id.^  p.  50. 

To  account  for  the  initial  changes  vehich  will  appear 
in  the  conjugation  of  the  verb,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  here  a  list  of  such  particles  as  aspirate  the  initial 
consonant  of  all  regular,  and  most  of  the  irregular 
verbs^ : 

1.  CIp,  whether  (an  ahhreviation  of  an,  whether],  and  po,  sign 
of  the  past  tense.  This  is  never  prefixed  hut  to  the  past  tense,  as 
ap  ceil  pe  ?  did  he  conceal  ? 

2.  Oo  and  po,  signs  of  the  past  tense,  as  00  ceileap,  or  po  ceil- 
eap,  I  concealed. 

3.  ^up,  that  (compounded  of  ^o,  that,  and  po,  sign  of  the  past 
tense),  as  ^up  ceilip,  that  thou  didst  conceaL  This  is  never  used 
except  hefore  the  past  tense,  save  only  in  its  union  with  the  asser- 
tive verb  ip,  or  ab,  as  jupab  é,  that  it  is  he. 

4.  niá^,  if,  prefixed  to  all  the  tenses  of  the  indicative  mood,  as 
ma  ceilim,  if  I  conceal ;  ma  ceileap,  if  I  concealed ;  ma  ceilpeao, 
if  I  will  conceal ;  ma  ceilpeap  é,  if  it  will  be  concealed. 

5.  map,  as,  like  as ;  map  poillpíjeap  an  pile,  "  as  the  poet 
shews  ;"  map  a  n-abaip,  « where  he  says,"  Keat.  Hist.  Irei., 
p.  41. 

*  The  irr^;ular  verbs  oeipim,      some  exception. 
I  say,  and  p^^aim,  I  find,  offer 
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6.  Nacap,  which  not,  that  not,  ut  non;  as  nacap  ceil  pé,  that 
he  did  not  conceal.  This  is  compounded  of  nac  and  po,  sign  of 
the  past  tense,  and  is  often  contracted  to  nap,  as  Deipim-pé  nap 
ceil,  I  say  that  he  concealed  not. 

7.  Nf,  not,  non;  prefixed  to  the  present  and  future,  as  nt  cei- 
lim,  I  conceal  not;  nf  ceilpip,  thou  wilt  not  conceal. 

8.  Niop,  not.  This,  which  is  compounded  of  nf,  not,  and  po, 
sign  of  the  past  tense,  is  never  prefixed  except  to  the  past  tense,  as 
nfop  ceil,  he  did  not  conceal. 

9.  Nocap,  not ;  as  nocap  pájaib,  "  he  did  not  leave,"  Keat, 
Hist.  Irel.^  p.  44. 

10.  Sul,  before ;  as  pul  ceilpeap  é,  before  it  will  be  concealed. 
Do  is  the  only  simple  prefix  used  in  the  modern  language  to 

denote  the  past  tense,  po  being  never  employed,  except  as  con- 
tracted in  the  combinations  ap,  jup,  nacap,  nap,  nfop,  which,  as 
has  been  said,  are  abbreviations  of  50  po,  nac  po,  no  po,  nf  po.  But 
in  ancient  MSS.  various  particles  are  used,  as  ao,  ac,  ace,  do,  oop, 
po,  pop,  no,  nop,  nor,  pa,  po,  pooup,  pop,  pon,  pop,  poc;  and  these 
frequently  carry  the  force  of  the  relative  a,  who,  and  even  of  a 
personal  pronoun  in  the  accusative  case,  as  shall  be  shewn  in  the 
Syntax. 

Stewart  has  fallen  into  a  great  error  in  saying  {Gcelic  Grammar^ 
second  edition,  p.  84,  note  z)^  that  ono  is  used  in  one  Irish  MS.  of 
high  authority  as  a  prefix  to  the  preter  tense,  for  the  ono,  which 
occurs  in  ancient  MSS.,  is  an  expletive  particle,  having  nearly  the 
same  force  as  the  Latin  auíem,  or  verOf  or  the  Greek  ^l  or  «aa<^, 
as  I  shall  shew  in  treating  of  Adverbs  and  Conjunctions. 

The  niop  of  the  modern  language  is  generally  written  nfp  in 
ancient  writings,  and  sometimes  ni  po,  as  nf  po  aipip,  "  he  did  not 
delay." — Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  46. 

In  most  parts  of  Ireland  pul,  before^  has  some  syllable  post- 
fixed,  as  a,  fa,  ma  ;  but  such  postfixes  are  seldom  found  in 
correct  manuscripts.  The  following  examples  of  its  use  occur  in 
John  Mac  Torna  O'Mulconry's  copy  of  Keating' s  History  of  Ire- 
land :  pul  pujao  Qbpaham,  **  before  Abraham  was  born,"  p.  30 ; 
pul  rúini5  pnopuij  a  n-Gipmn,  "  before  St.  Patrick  came  to  Ire- 
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land/'  p.  41 ;  pul  oo  cionnp^am  Peniuf  an  fjol,  "  before  Fenius 
began  the  school,"  p.  43 ;  pul  laibeopam  op  rpiall  Hiuil  6*n 
8cicia  oo'n  6i^ipc,  '*  before  we  shall  speak  of  NiuFs  departure 
from  Scythia  for  Egypt,"  p.  44 ;  pul  do  épiallcnxxp  mic  Ippael 
epe  mhuip  Ruam,  "  before  the  sons  of  Israel  passed  through  the 
Bed  Sea,"  p.  47;  pul  puaip  bop,  <' before  he  died,"  p.  Ill ;  pul 
canjooop  T^a\\\  a  n-6ipfnn,  "  before  the  English  came  to  Ireland," 
Ibid,;  pul  páini^  an  láraip,  ^'before  he  reached  the  spot,"  p.  124; 
pul  páini^  leip  péin  ceace,  <*  before  he  himself  could  come,"  p.  167; 
pul  pap  cpfocnui^ioD  f,  ''before  it  was  concluded,"  p.  174. 

In  some  parts  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  pul  is  pronounced 
peap ;  but  this  is  a  mere  local  barbarity. 

The  following  particles  cause  ellipses  of  such  conso- 
nants as  admit  of  eclipsis,  and  require  n  prefixed  to  ini- 
tial vowels : 

1.  Qn,  whether;  Lat  an;  as  an  ^-ceilip  ?  Dost  thou  conceal ? 

2.  (5o,  that ;  tt/,  or  utinam;  as  ^o  5-ceilip,  that  thou  conceal- 
est,  or,  mayest  thou  conceal. 

3.  t>á,  nap,  if;  in  the  past  tense ;  sign  of  the  conditional  mood, 
as  oá  3-ceilpinn,  if  I  would  or  should  conceal. 

4.  Tap,  after;  as  lap  ^-ceilc,  after  concealing.  But  this  is 
placed  before  verbal  nouns,  and  is  never  used  before  any  tense  of 
the  indicative  or  other  moods. 

5.  map  a,  where,  in  which  ;  as  map  a  n-oeip,  where  he  says. 

6.  muna,  unless ;  as  muna  3-ceilpip,  unless  thou  wilt  conceal 

7.  h)ac,  which  not,  that  not,  non^  nee^  neque^  qui  nan^  anne  ; 
as  oeipim-pe  naé  ^-ceilim,  I  say  that  I  conceal  not ;  an  cé  nac 
^•ceileann,  he  that  does  not  conceal.  This  becomes  nacorp  and 
nap  in  the  past  tense. 

8.  Moca,  not ;  as  nooa  ^-ceilim,  I  do  not  conceal.  This 
causes  n  to  be  prefixed  to  p,  as  noca  n-pa^am,  we  do  not  find ; 
noca  n-picip  mac  ouine  cuic  o'a  n-oénann  pé  cpuinne,  '^the  son 
of  a  man  knoweth  not  for  whom  he  maketh  a  gathering,"  St.  Co- 
lumbkille's  Poem,  in  H.  3.  18.,  p.  320. 
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When  the  relative  a,  who,  is  preceded  by  a  prepo- 
sition expressed  or  understood,  the  initial  consonant  of 
the  verb  which  immediately  follows  it  will  be  eclipsed, 
if  of  the  class  which  admits  of  eclipsis;  and  if  the  initial 
of  the  verb  be  a  vowel  it  will  have  n  prefixed ;  as  ó  a 
D-coiinij,  from  whom  came ;  ó  a  n-eipi5eann,  from 
which  rises ;  but  if  the  particle  po,  or  an  abbreviation  of 
it,  follows  the  relative  a,  then  the  initial  consonant  of 
the  verb  immediately  following  it  will  be  under  the  in- 
fluence of  this  particle,  and  suffer  aspiration  instead  of 
eclipsis,  as  Qóarh  op  papamap,  i.  e.  Qóarh  ó  a  po 
papamap,  "  Adam  from  whom  we  have  sprung." 

In  the  counties  of  Kilkenny,  Waterford,  and  Tipperary,  nac  is 
generally  pronounced  nu,  except  in  those  situations  where  the  as- 
sertive verb  If  is  understood;  as  oeipim-pe  nac  b-puil,  pronounced 
as  if  written  oeipim-f  e  no  p uil.  In  John  Mac  Torna  O'Mulconry's 
ca^y  oi  Keating' 8  History  of  Ireland,  the  initial  of  the  verb  is 
never  eclipsed  after  nac ;  ex.  Ráióip  TTlocuDa  pip  na  reaccaiB 
nac  puicpiOD,  ajup  nac  cpéijpioo  Rarain,  "  St.  Mochuda  says  to 
the  messengers  that  he  would  not  leave  or  depart  from  Hathain." — 
Keat.Hisi,,  p.  130.  When  ip  is  understood,  the  c  is  pronounced 
in  these  counties,  as  oeipim-pe  nac  é,  I  say  that  it  is  not  he ;  mea- 
paim  nac  eao,  I  suppose  it  is  not. 


Section  2. — Of  the  Assertive  or  Impersonal  Verb  ip. 

The  simplest  verb  in  this  language  is  ip,  which  cor- 
responds with  the  copula  of  logicians,  and  may  with 
propriety  be  called  the  assertive  verb.  In  the  modern 
language  it  always  takes  the  accusative  forms  of  the 
pronouns  e,  f,  and  mo,  after  it,  and  is  thus  inflected : 
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DTDICATITE    MOOD. 

Present  tense,  ip»  ^^  is. 
Past  tense,        ba,  it  was. 
Future  tense ^    Buf,  it  will  be. 

SUBJr>'CTIVE    MOOD, 
jup  ab,  that  it  is. 

CONT)ITIOXAL    MOOD. 

DQ  m-bao,  if  it  were. 

je  m-bao,  though  it  were. 

Although  these  are  the  usual  and  most  correct  forms  of  this 
verb,  still  a  variety  of  spellings  occur  in  ancient,  and  even  in  modem 
MSS.  and  books,  to  the  no  small  confusion  of  the  learner.  These 
shall  be  here  set  down  : 

INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

Present  tense,  ip,  op,  it  is. 

Past  tense,        ba,  buo,  pa,  pobaó,  pob,  pop,  it  was. 

Future  tense,    bup,  buo,  bio,  pu,  it  will  be. 

SUBJUNCTIVE   MOOD, 
jup  ab,  copb,  that  it  is. 

CONDITIONAL    MOOD. 

oá  m-baó,  oamao,  oiamao,  if  it  were. 

je  m-bao,  ^émao,  though  it  were. 

CO  m-bao,  comaó,  cumaó,  conió,  so  that  it  might  be. 

A  synthetic  union  of  this  verb  with  personal  pronouns  and  con- 
junctions is  often  found,  in  the  present  and  past  tenses,  in  ancient 
manuscripts.  The  following  synopsis  of  these  forms  is  here  an- 
nexed, for  the  use  of  such  as  wish  to  study  ancient  Irish  writings: 
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INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ipam,  or  am,  it  is  I.  1.  if  inn,  or  amne,  it  is  we. 

2.  ipac,  or  ac,  it  is  thou.  2.  ipib,  it  is  ye. 

3.  If  he,  or  ic  6,  it  is  he.  3.  ipic,  iciac,  ic,  ac,  it  is  they. 

Past  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  bam,  pobpum,   or  poppam,  it      1.  bam,  or  pobpamne,  it  was 

was  I.  we. 

2.  bar,  or  pobac,  it  was  thou.  2.  bapib,  or  poppiB,  it  was  ye. 

3.  ba  h-e,  pobe,  pobao,  popao,      3.  bac,  baoip,  popcap,  or  pop- 

or  pope,  it  was  he.  pac,  it  was  they. 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  copbam,  that  it  was  I.  1.  copbamne,  that  it  was  me. 

2.  copbac,  that  it  was  thou.  2.  copbpib,  that  it  was  ye. 

3.  copb  é,  or  jupab  é,  that  it  was      3.  comoap,  that  it  was  they. 

he. 

Various  other  combinations  of  the  pronouns  and  conjunctions 
with  this  verb  occur  in  old  manuscripts,  which  the  student  of  the 
ancient  Irish  language  should  become  familiar  with ;  as  napbac, 
be  thou  not,  or  mayest  thou  not  be  ;  comoip,  until  they  would  be ; 
nipbpam,  I  was  not ;  jéppam,  although  I  was  ;  minab,  unless  it 
be;  nip,  it  was  not;  nupctp,  that  it  would  not  be  they;  cepcap, 
who  they  were  ;  popp,  or  pobp,  it  would  be. 

The  following  examples  of  the  simple  and  combined  forms  of 
this  verb  are  here  subjoined,  to  point  out  its  application,  particularly 
in  ancient  compositions  :  ip  me  an  peap,  I  am  the  man  ;  ba  bpó- 
nac  in  pi  j  oe  pin,  **  the  king  was  sorry  for  that,"  Battle  of  Mag h 
Rath,  p.  24  ;  DeapbpopjaiU  pa  h-ainm  oi,  **  Dervorgilla  was  her 
name,"  Keat.  Hist,,  p.  5;  6unna  Qignioc  pa  h-ainm  do,  **Enna 
Aighnioch  was  his  name,"  Id.,  p.  71 ;  oip  ap  cu  bup  aoin-bean 
oarii-pa  6  *po  amac,  "  for  thou  shalt  be  my  only  wife  from  this 
out," /rf.,  p.  90;  ni  pu  pen  mair,  it  will  not  be  good  success," 

y 
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Battle  of  Ma^h  Eath,  p,  IS  ;  bio  olc  ouib,  "it  shall  be  evil  to 
you,'*  Id.^  p.  22  ;  Qm  ua  pij,  *'  I  am  the  grandson  of  a  king/*  Id., 
p.  202;  Ipam  cuiboi-pi,  "lam  more  fit,"  Zi.,  p.  68;  Qm  buioec 
oe,  "lam  thankful  of  him;'*  um  mac  do  pij  i^ochlano,  '*Iam 
the  son  of  the  king  of  Lochlann/*  Id.,  p.  80  ;  am  cinnce  oe  anop, 
**  I  am  certain  of  it  now,"  /c/.,  p.  145  ;  am  uaimnioc  pep  an  pij, 
"  I  am  fearful  of  the  king/*  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  126;  man  am  cail- 
lioc-pa,  ol  pipi,  up  cailUoc  do  mcicaip-pi,  "if  lam  a  hag,  said  she, 
thy  mother  is  a  hag,"  Id.,  p.  109;  ac  mac  pij-pa,  "thou  art  the 
son  of  a  king,*' 2?íí///é?  of  Ala (/h  líaih,  it.  80  ;  ap  arjeon-pa  ipac 
piliD,  "for  I  perceive  that  thou  art  a  poet,'*  Id.,  p. 68;  ac  pipij, 
"  thou  art  a  seer/'  Id,,  p.  14  ;  po  peapp  ic  pup  m  Penechup  i  con- 
Dely  pepb  n-t)e,  "  it  is  known  that  the  Fenechus  law  is  void  in 
comparison  with  the  word  of  God,"  Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  F^P^  »  T*^ 
imoa  a  loca,  "many  are  its  lakes,"  Irish  Versioii  of  JVermius ; 
ac  mopa  na  h-aicipi  do  paoac  pope,  "  great  are  the  injuries  which 
were  inflicted  on  thee,'*  Battle  of  Mat/ h  Rath,  p.  30  ;  ic  '^a\\\  po 
puioepcap  a  n-Gpmn  ap  cup,  "  for  it  was  the  Gauls  that  first  fixed 
them  in  Ireland,*'  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  5^^^  >  Ceocoipi  pop  áipo-pi^ 
in  Domam  m  can  pn,  "  Theodosius  was  monarch  of  the  world  at 
that  time,*'  H,^.  17.  p.  1;  popcup  lao  baoap  aupoapcu,  "they 
were  the  most  illustrious,"  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  ad  ann, 
1567  ;  popcap  lia  ammapb  mna  a  m-beo,  "their  dead  were  more 
numerous  than  their  living,*'  Book  of  LcinstQr,  p.  25,  h ;  ocup  ba 
DO  ap^oD  baoip  mence,  "  and  it  was  of  silver  they  were  oftenest 
made,^'  Cor.  Gloss,,  voce  Qna;  napbac  bponac-pa,  "be  thou  not 
sorrowful,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  50;  po  poinn  ooib  comoap 
oaecnam,  "  he  distributed  [the  food]  among  them  till  they  were 
satiated/'  Vit,  Moling ;  pib-p»  ay  oul  pobp  pepp  anuo,  "ye  are 
going,  better  it  were  to  stay,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  62;  nap- 
bac Dimoac-pa,  "  be  not  thou  sorrowful,'*  Id. ;  ap  beapcacap  pioe 
napoip  opuicli  no  beapnpao  a  b-pleij^  ap  ciip,  "  they  said  that  it 
should  not  be  Druids  that  would  first  partake  of  their  banquet," 
Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  47,  h,  h  ;  ap  nab  cuipleoac,  « in  order  that 
it  might  not  be  slippery.  Cor,  Gloss. ^  voce  Dpoicec;  ni  oip  do 
pecc  mmab  muic,  "law  is  not  right  unless  it  be  good,"  Id.,  voce 
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^no;  nip  maccao  la  nech,  "it  was  not  wonderful  to  any  one;" 
comapc  cepcap  lao,  **  she  asked  who  they  were,*'  /<i.,  voce  Ppull. 

Having  now  pointed  out  the  various  ancient  forms  and  synthetic 
combinations  of  this  verb,  I  shall  next  exhibit  its  peculiar  idiomatic 
applications  in  the  modern  language.  But  before  I  enter  upon  this 
subject,  it  will  be  curious  to  notice,  that  O'Molloy,  who  calls  it  by 
the  strange  appellation  of  articuluSy  has  the  following  remarks  on 
this  verb. 

**  Articulus  ap  in  Oratione  importat  affirmatiuum  tanquam  esset 
verbum  affirmans,  sicut  ni  negationem  de  se  praesentis  temporis,  vt 
op  maich  Ccrohj,  latine,  Thadceua  est  bonus  :  m  maich  Caohy, 
id  est,  TTiadceus  non  est  bonus ;  verura  si  post  ni  praecedat  buoh, 
signifícabitur  negatio  pro  future,  vt  ni  buoh  maich  Uaohj,  latine, 
Thadceus  non  erit  bonus,  cuius  tamen  contradictio  signiiicabitur 
deleto  ni,  remanente  buoh,  vt  buoh  maich  Caohj.  Si  autem  sermo 
sit  de  praGterito,  ita  vt  bonitas  de  Thadaeo  negetur,  transit  ni  in  nip, 
vt  nip  mhaich  Uoohy,  vel  si  ita,  vt  affirmetur  bonitas,  sufficit  pree- 
mitti  buoh  ante  maich,  si  aspiretur  m,  vt  buoh  mhaich  Caohy, 
latine,  Tliadceus  erat  bonus  ;  si  enim  non  aspiretur  m,  sensus  erit 
Tliadceu8  erit  bonus.  Item  si  praemittatur  ni  ante  buoh,  sensus 
erit  Tlwdceus  non  erit  bonus.  Similiter  b  transit  in  bup,  ad  affir- 
mandum  de  futuro,  vt  in  bhup  p^^PP»  i^  ^st  melius  erit,  sed  nee 
male  dicitur  in  eodem  sensu  buoh  pfpp,  cuius  contradictio  est  ni 
buoh  peapp.  Sic  ou  buoh  pfpp,  de  futuro  affirmat  quod  melius 
foret.  Item  transit  ni  in  nach,  vt  cum  dico  oeipim  nach  peopp, 
latine  dico  quod  non  melius^  cuius  oppositum  significatur  commu- 
tatione  praedicti  nach  in  yup.  Porro  articulus  nach  et  ay  praepo- 
situs  adiectiuo  comparatiuo  importato  per  peapp,  sicuti  ap  et  ni 
opponuntur  sicut  affirmatio  et  negatio,  vt  ip  peapp,  ni  peapp,  vel 
nach  peapp.  Similiter  ni  et  nach,  transeunt  in  articulum  nap 
afficientem  tempus  proeteritum,  vt  nap  pheapp,  cui  contradicit 
jupab  seu  jup  appositione  bh  ad  peapp  vt  jupab  pheapp,  vel 
potius  jup  bh  peapp/' — Grannnatica  Latino-IIibernica,  pp.  103, 
104,  105. 

It  has  sometimes  puzzled  Irish  grammarians  to  point  out  tlie  dif- 
ference of  meaning  between  the  verbs  ip,  cuim,  bioim,  and  b-f  uilim ; 
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but  to  any  one  who  haa  studied  the  genius  of  the  language  this  dif- 
ference is  obvious.  It  is  this :  ip  is  the  simple  copula  of  logicians, 
being  merely  used  for  assertion,  that  is,  to  connect  an  attribute  with 
its  subject,  or  to  predicate  one  thing  of  another,  as  if  me  foluf  an 
Domain,  I  am  the  light  of  the  world.  But  in  all  sentences  in  which 
existence  is  combined  with  locality  cá  is  to  be  used.  Mr.  Patrick 
Lynch,  in  his  Introduction  to  the  Irish  Language^  has  the  follow- 
ing very  accurate  remarks  on  this  subject,  which  are  well  worth 
quoting  here  for  the  consideration  of  the  learner,  pp.  16,  17: 
*'  Every  Proposition  or  Phrase  includes  two  separate  ideas  or  terms. 
That  of  which  something  is  aíRrmed  or  denied  is  called  the  sub- 
ject or  agent,  stiled  by  grammarians  the  nominative  or  preceding 
case ;  the  other  term,  denoting  what  is  afTirmatively  or  negatively 
asserted  of  the  subject,  is  called  the  Attribute,  There  is  another 
word  employed  to  connect  these  two  ideas,  denominated  a  Copula^ 
or  Verb.  In  various  languages  there  is,  strictly  speaking,  but  one 
Verb  for  designating  this  mental  affirmation  viz.  is  and  the  inflec- 
tions of  atn,  was,  be.  All  other  Verbs  express  not  an  act  of  the 
mind,  but  so  far  as  they  severally  include  the  substantive  Verb  is, 
into  which  all  adjective  Verbs  may  be  ultimately  resolved ;  thus 
Patrick  loves,  reads,  ivalks,  are  of  equal  import  with  the  phrases 
Patrick  love-is,  read-is,  rvalk-is,  or,  as  logicians  make  it,  is  loving, 
is  reading,  is  walking. — P'^ide  LyncKs  English  Grammar  in 
Verse  and  Prose,  pp.  33,  34.  In  English  and  Latin  the  substan- 
tive verb  est,  is,  serves  for  this  affirmation.  But  in  Irish  we  have 
two  substantive  verbs  for  designating  it :  and  though  is-me  and 
ataim  may,  to  some,  appear  to  be  of  a  similar  import,  yet  they  are 
not  in  reality  so,  nor  can  the  one  be  substituted  for  the  other.  The 
radical  Verb  is  (iss)  me  seems  to  have  been  originally  invented  for 
simply  shewing,  that  the  subject  of  discourse  barely  is,  or  exists, 
while  atá-me,  or  'taim,  denotes  existence  with  reference  to  its  state 
or  locality,  thus  modifying  the  affirmation  of  simple  being  or  essence 
by  determining  its  condition  place  or  time :  as  is  me  ata  ann. 
It  is  me  (or  /),  that  am  here.  This  with  many  other  peculiarities 
in  our  Irish  Verbs  seems  to  require  further  investigation." 

It  is  a  very  stiange  peculiarity  in  this  language  that  the  sub- 
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stantive  verb.cá  can  never  ascribe  a  predicate  to  its  subject  without 
the  aid  of  the  preposition  i,  or  ann,  as  cá  fe  'n  a  pajapr,  he  is  a 
priest ;  lit.  he  is  in  his  priest ;  bi  pé  'n  a  pij,  he  was  a  king ;  lit. 
in  his  king.  It  may  be  curious  to  remark,  that  although  in  the 
application  of  these  two  verbs  a  strict  attention  to  logical  distinc- 
tions must  be  observed,  still  the  native  Irish  speaker  never  finds 
any  difficulty  in  applying  them  correctly. 

When  one  substantive  is  predicated  of  another  by  this  verb  ip , 
and  an  adjective  of  praise  or  dispraise  is  connected  with  the  predi- 
cate, it  is  never  put  in  the  genitive  case,  as  peap  ip  mop  par, 
a  man  who  is  of  great  prosperity  ;  peap  ba  liiop  par,  a  man  who 
was  of  great  prosperity  ;  an  peap  ba  caoime  cpuch,  the  man  who 
was  of  fairest  form;  an  peap  ip  mo  ciall,  the  man  of  greatest 
sense.  In  such  sentences  the  predicated  noun  would  be  in  the 
genitive  or  ablative  case  in  Latin,  and  in  English  would  be  governed 
by  the  preposition  of;  but  in  Irish  it  is  actually  the  nominative  case, 
coming  after  the  assertive  verb  ip ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  explain 
grammatically  how  it  comes  to  have  the  force  of  the  genitive  or 
ablative  in  Latin  ;  yet  such  it  has,  beyond  a  doubt.  When  no  verb 
is  used,  the  latter  noun  may  be  connected  by  the  preposition  350,  or 
CO,  with,  as  peap  50  njnúip  beoóa,  a  man  Tvith  a  lively  counte- 
nance. But  when  the  verb  ip  is  used,  this  preposition  cannot  be 
introduced,  but  we  must  say  peup  ip  beooa  jnuip.  It  should  be 
noticed  here,  that  this  form  of  expression  cannot  be  resolved  by 
peap — ip  beooa  a  jnúip,  a  man — lively  is  his  countenance ;  but 
that  it  means  fully  and  distinctly  "  a  man  of  a  lively  countenance," 
though  no  satisfactory  grammatical  reason  has  yet  been  assigned 
for  this  mode  of  construction.  In  examining  this  idiom,  the  stu- 
dent should  have  the  following  accurate  observation  on  the  English 
language  before  his  mind  : 

**  In  the  English,  as  in  all  other  languages,  a  great  number  of 
expressions,  scarcely  warrantable  in  strict  Syntax,  become  part  and 
parcel  of  the  language.  To  condemn  these  at  once  is  unphiloso- 
phical.  The  better  method  is  to  account  for  them.  The  currency 
of  an  expression  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  some  grammatical 
reason  existing  for  it.*' — The  English  Language y  by  Professor 
Latham,  p.  358. 
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Before  closing  the  remarks  on  this  verb,  it  will  bft  necessary  to 
correct  an  error  of  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien,  who  says,  in  his  Irish 
Grammar,  p.  91 ,  the  verb  if  "  can  form  no  sentence  without  a 
repetition  of  itself,  the  aid  of  its  past  tense,  or  of  ca."  No  error 
could  be  greater  than  this  ;  for,  if  f  eap  me,  "  I  am  a  man ;"  if 
f  uap  an  lu  é,  **  it  is  a  cold  day,"  are  perfect  sentences,  and  contain 
no  repetition  of  the  same  verb,  and  require  no  other  verb  to  com- 
plete the  sense. 


Section  3. —  Of  the  Verb  Substantive, 

The  verb  substantive  raim,  or  biiTi,  is  thus  conju- 
gated : 

INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cuim,  I  am.  1.  rámaoio,  we  are. 

2.  raip,  thou  art.  2.  cciruoi,  you  are. 

3.  cu  fé,  he  is.  3.  cóid,  they  are. 

The  particle  a  is  often  prefixed  to  the  present  tense 
of  this  verb,  for  the  sake  of  euphony,  or  emphasis,  as 
acáim. 

Caip  is  the  synthetic  form  to  express  thou  arty  usually  found  in 
modern  MSS.  and  books,  and  that  most  generally  in  use,  in  com- 
mon conversation,  in  the  southern  half  of  Ireland.  But  acai  often 
occurs  in  ancient  writings,  and  acaoi  in  modern,  as  acai  af  aenap, 
•'  thou  art  alone,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  136  ;  oip  if  ocum-fa 
acaf,  '*for  it  is  to  me  thou  art,  i.  e.  belongest,"  Id.,  p.  48 ;  conjmáil 
na  b-f  ilioD  araoi  o'arcop  a  h-6ipinn,  "thou  art  keeping  the  poets 
from  being  banished  from  Ireland,"  A'Víií.^ííí.,  p.  125;  Q  Jbuaipe, 
ol  an  pi,  an  fom  cúmaccaib-fe  do  doI  ope  a  caoi  ay  cpom-jul 
Do'n   lonnuf  f  oin,   "  0  Guaire,  said  the  king,  is  it  because  my 
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powers  have  prevailed  over  thee,  that  thou  weepest  in  that  manner?" 
Id.^  p.  119.  In  the  county  of  Kerry  they  say  caoin  cu,  thou  art; 
but  this  is  corrupt,  and  not  to  be  imitated. 

The  synthetic  form  for  the  first  person  plural  of  this  tense  is 
variously  pronounced  in  the  provinces,  as  cámúiD,  cámaoio,  and 
cáimÍD.  Keating  writes  aramaio  (maio  short),  as  oip  acamaio 
ajá  clop  o  bél  50  bél,  "  we  are  hearing  it  from  mouth  to  mouth," 
JSist.  IreLy  p.  94.  But  O'MoUoy  and  others  write  it — maoio.  This 
stands  in  great  need  of  some  established  rule. — See  Regular  Verb. 

Uaraoi,  ye  are,  is  found  in  the  best  manuscripts,  except  that 
in  the  more  ancient  ones  it  is  written  rarai,  or  acdcai,  as  acáraí 
a  n-oenbaile,  "  ye  are  in  one  place,"  Battle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  62. 
The  synthetic  form  for  the  third  person  plural  is  variously  written 
in  old  manuscripts,  acáio,  acáir,  acáo,  arác ;  vide  Id,,  pp.  38,  82, 
et  passim. 

Consuetudinal  Present. 


SINGULAR. 

1.  bíóim,  or  bim,  1  usually  am. 

2.  biDip,  or  bip,  thou  usually  art. 

3.  bfoeann  pé,  or  bionn  pe,  he 

usually  is. 


PRESENT. 

1.  bímío,    bíomaoiD,    or    bío- 

maio,  we  usually  are. 

2.  bírí,  you  usually  are. 

3.  b'DiD,  or  bio,  they  usually 

are. 


Or  bfoeann,  or  bionn  me,  rú,  pé,  &c.,  the  verb  having  the  same 
termination,  to  agree  with  all  the  persons.  óíómíD,  or  bímío,  the 
synthetic  form  of  the  first  person  plural  of  this  verb,  is  as  often 
written  biomuio,  or  biomaom,  and  pronounced  biomoio  (the  m 
being  broad,  and  the  last  syllable  short  or  long. — See  Regular  Verb. 

Past  Tense. 


SINGULAR. 

1.  bfoeap,  or  biop,  I  was. 

2.  bíóip,  or  bip,  thou  wast. 

3.  bíó,  or  bi  pe,  he  was. 


PLURAL. 

1.  bíóeamap,  or  bíomap,  we 

were. 

2.  bíóeabap,  or  biobap,  thou 

wert. 

3.  bíóeaoap,  or  biooap,  they 

were. 
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Do  and  po  are  generally  prefixed  to  this  tense  in  ancient  and 
modern  writings.  In  ancient  manuscripts  the  past  tense  of  this 
verb  is  written  búp,  or  Báóap,  báóaif,  or  báip,  bá  pé,  bamap, 
bábap,  búoap.  And  this  form  is  used  by  Keating,  the  Four  Mas- 
ters, Duald  Mac  Firbis,  and  other  writers  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, but  no  trace  of  it  is  now  observable  in  the  spoken  language. 
For  the  modern  Bi,  was,  ancient  writers  often  use  baoi,  boi,  Bui, 
boei,  uoei,  which  renders  their  writings  very  obscure  to  modem 
Irish  scholars. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  bÍDinn,  or  binn,  I  used  to  be.       1.  bíbmíp,  or  fomaoip,  we  used 

to  be. 

2.  bíóreci,  or  bireci,  thou  usedst       2.  Bírí,  you  used  to  be. 

to  be. 

3.  bíóeaó   pé,   or  bíoó   pé,    he       3.  bíoíp,  they  used  to  be. 

used  to  be. 

^híóeaó,  or  bíoó  pé  ;  the  third  person  singular  of  this  tense  is 
pronounced  bíóeac,  or  bioc  pe,  throughout  the  southern  half  of 
Ireland. 

Future  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  biao,  or  beioeao,  I  will  be.     1.  biaomaoio,  or  beiomio,  we  will 

be. 

2.  biciipjOrbeiDip,  thou  wilt  be.  2.  biaóaíó,  or  beióíó,  you  will  be. 

3.  biaiD,  or  beio  pé,  he  will  be.    3.  biaoaio,  or  beioio,  they  will  be. 

The  emphatic  form  of  beióip,  or  biuoaip,  thou  shalt  be,  is 
sometimes  written  biapu  for  biaip-pe,  as  in  the  Battle  of  Magh 
Rathy  p.  190  :  ni  biapu  aj  bajup  o'n  Idiri-pea  amac,  **for  thou 
shalt  not  threaten  from  this  day  forth.*'  The  negative  of  the  third 
person  singular  is  written  noca  bia,  i.  e.  **  it  shall  not  be,"  in  the 
Poem  attributed  to  St.  Columbkille,  preserved  in  a  MS.  in  Trinity 
College  {II.  3.  18.),  already  quoted.  In  many  parts  of  Munster 
beij  pé  is  used  for  beió,  or  biaió  pé,  he  will  be,  but  it  must  be 
considered  a  great  corruption,  and  is  ascribed  to  the  tendency  of 
the  Munster  dialect  to  terminate  in  15, 
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IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 1.  bíoómaoif,  bimíp,   or  bio- 

maoiD,  let  us  be. 

2.  bf,  be  thou.  2.  bíóíó,  be  ye. 

3.  bioeaofe,  or  bíoópé,  let  him  be.     3.  bíoíp,  let  them  be. 

The  form  for  the  third  person  singular  is  pronounced  bfoeac, 
or  bioc  y^,  throughout  the  southern  half  of  Ireland,  but  biorii  in 
the  north  and  west  The  form  for  the  first  person  plural  varies  a 
good  deal  throughout  the  provinces,  and  wants  a  grammatical  stan- 
dard. The  author  would  recommend  the  form  bímíp,  as  it  would 
perfectly  agree  with  bíoíp,  the  universally  approved  form  for  the 
third  person  plural.  In  South  Leinstcr  and  East  Munster  they  say 
biomuipc,  and  Dr.  Neilsou  gives  bioomaoiD,  which  is  the  form 
used  in  Ulster.  But  bioomaojo  is  more  properly  the  indicative 
form,  and  means  we  are  rather  than  let  us  be.  óíóíó  is  the  only 
form  for  the  second  person  plural  found  in  correct  printed  books 
and  manuscripts,  and  yet  bí^íb  is  the  form  used  in  the  spoken 
language"*  in  every  part  of  Ireland,  and  h'lgidlie  is  given  as  the  only 
synthetic  form  by  Neilson,  who  had  little  or  no  acquaintance  with 
the  ancient  Irish  manuscripts. 

SUBJUNCTIVE   MOOD. 

Present  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  J50  b-puilim,  that  I  am.  1.  50  b-puilmio,  50  b-puileam, 

that  we  are. 

2.  50  b-puilip,  that  thou  art.      2.  50  b-puilrt,  that  ye  are. 

3.  50  b-puil  pé,  that  he  is.  3.  50  b-puilio,  that  they  are. 


™  So  much  is  this  termination  boys,  when  beginning  to  speak 
now  established  for  this  person  English,  are  heard  to  say  come- 
in  all  the  verbs,  that  in  some  of  aijioe,  for  "  come  ye.** 
the  moimtainous  districts  some 
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P(i8t  Tense» 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  pabop,  that  I  was.  1.  50  poBamap,  that  we  were. 

2.  50  paBaip  that  thou  wast.      2.  50  pabaBcqi,  that  ye  were. 

3.  50  paiB,  or  paibe  pé,  that     3.  2^  pabaoop,  that  they  were. 

he  was. 

6h-puilini,  in  the  present  tense,  and  paBop,  in  the  past,  are 
called  the  subjunctive  mood  of  the  verb  cáim,  although,  properly 
speaking,  derived  from  other  obsolete  verbs.  This  mood  (which  the 
regular  verbs  want  altogether — see  p.  1 79)  is  never  used  in  the  modem 
language,  except  after  the  particles  an,  whether;  50,  that;  06, 
where ;  n1,  not ;  nac,  not,  or  which  not ;  noca,  not ;  or  after  the 
relative  when  preceded  by  a  preposition,  as  an  b-puil  pé,  is  he? 
paoilim  50  b-puilip,  I  think  that  thou  art;  cá  B-puilio,  where  are 
they?  nf  puil  pé  beo,  he  is  not  alive;  nac  5-puil  pe  be6,  is  he  not 
alive ;  an  06  nac  b-puil  paioBip,  he  who  is  not  rich ;  6  a  B-puilio» 
from  whom  they  are;  oála  Néill  ap  a  b-puilmfo  o^  cpácca, 
'*  with  respect  to  Niall,  of  whom  we  are  treating,"  Keai,  Mist.,, 
p.  109.  The  form  cá  is  never  used  after  any  of  these  particles  in 
the  modem  language,  but  in  the  ancient  manuscripts  cá  is  as  often 
used  in  these  situations  as  puil,  or  pil»  as  ^aeoal  ^lop  6  c6ie 
J5aeDil,  '*  Gaedal  Glas,  from  whom  the  Gaels  are  [descended],*' 
JB.  Ballytnote,  fol.  11;  or,  as  written  by  Keating,  ^o^''^'®^  S^f 
6  D-cáio  ^aoiDil,  Hist,  Irel.^  p.  49;  Tíumann,  mac  Colmáin  in 
piliD,  6  cáic  Sil  l^umamn  1  n-Qch  Cpuimm,  *'  Ruman  Mac  Col- 
main,  the  poet,  from  whom  are  the  Sil  Ronain,  at  Ath  Truim." 
Even  Duald  Mac  Firbis,  who  wrote  about  the  middle  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  frequently  uses  cá  for  B-puil  in  the  situations  above 
mentioned,  as  peolimio,  mac  CCnial^aio,  01a  o-uá  Ceneul  peo- 
limiD,  '*Fedhlimidh,son  of  Amhalgaidh,  from  whom  are  the  Ceneul 
Fedhlimidh,'*  Tribes  and  Customs  of  Hy-Fiachrach^  p.  4,  line  13; 
Cucom^elc,  mac  Qiiial^aió,  ó  o-cáio  TTluincrip  Chomalcai^, 
*'  Cucoingelt,  the  son  of  Amhalgaidh,  from  whom  are  Muintir 
Thomaltaigh,"  Id.,  p.  12,  Ibe  4. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  pil  is  very  frequently  used  for  puil,  and 
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even  for  acá,  particularly  in  the  relative  form,  as  jac  luib  pi  I  *pan 
moi;^,  "  every  herb  which  is  in  the  plain ;"  óej-Gipe,  .1.  imp  pil 
pop  muip  amuij  la  h-Uib  Cemnpealaij,  **  Beg-Eire,  an  island 
which  is  out  in  the  sea  in  Hy-Kinsellagh,"  Irish  Calendar^  23rd 
April;  alii  oicunccumao  h-e  Colman,  mac  Qeoa  pil  1  n-Qpo 
bo  pop  bpu  Cocha  Gchach,  **  others  say  that  it  is  Colman,  the  son 
of  Aedh,  that  is  at  Ard  bo,  on  the  brink  of  Lough  Neagh,"  Felire 
AenguSy  17th  February.  It  should  be  also  remarked  here  that 
the  forms  bf,  bui,  boi,  &c.,  are  often  used  in  ancient  writings  for 
the  subjunctive  paib,  as  co  nac  bui  for  50  nac  paibe,  Battle  of 
Magh  Rathy  p.  232;  co  h-aipm  a  m-bui  for  50  h-áic  a  paibe,  /rf., 
p.  10;  CO  m-bdoap,  for  50  pabcroap,  Zi.,  p.  24. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^o  m-bicro,  that  I  shall  be.         1.  ^o  m-biamaoio,  that  we  shall 

be. 

2.  50  m-biGip,  that  thou  shalt     2.  50  m-biaóáió,  that  you  shall 

be.  be. 

3.  50  m-biaiD,  that  he  shall  be.      3.  50  in-biaDaiD,  that  they  shall 

be. 

CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  beiDinn,i>r  beinn,  I  would  be.      1.  beiomtp,  or  beimip,we  would 

be. 

2.  beiDceá,    or    beireá,    thou     2.  beiorio,  ye  would  be. 

would st  be. 

3.  beioeao  pé,  he  would  be.  3.  beiotp,  they  would  be. 

The  conjunctions  oa,  if,  and  muna,  unless,  are  signs  of  this 
mood,  and  eclipse  the  initial  consonant ;  it  can,  however,  be  used 
independently  of  any  conjunction ;  but  it  has  then  generally  the  em- 
phatic particle  00  before  it,  as  do  beióinn.  The  first  person  singular 
of  this  mood  is  always  pronounced  in  Munster  as  if  written  beioinn, 
which,  in  the  eastern  countries,  is  pronounced  beióm^.  But  in  the 
Battle  of  Magh  Rathy  and  most  ancient  writings,  it  is  generally 
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written  beino;  beióeaó,  the  form  for  the  third  person  singular,  is 
pronounced  in  Munster  as  if  written  beioeac,  or  beir.  In  ancient 
writings  we  find  co  m-biao,  that  it  would  be;  oia  m-beo,  if  it 
would  be;  no  beir,  it  would  be,  for  the  modern  50  m-beioeaó, 
oá  m-beióeaó,  do  beioeao. — See  Battle  ofMagh  Ragh^  pp.  24, 
58,  68. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 

Oo  beir,  to  be. 

By  prefixing  certain  prepositions  to  the  verbal  noun 
beir,  being,  various  expressions  are  fonned,  which  are 
equivalent  to  participles  and  ablatives  absolute  in  other 
languages,  as  ap  m-beif,  on  being ;  lap  m-beir,  after 
being ;  up  ci  beir,  on  the  point  of  being,  about  to  be ; 
cum  a  beir,  or  cum  t)o  beir,  to  be,  or  in  order  to  be. 

The  analytic  form  of  this  verb  is  always  the  same 
with  the  form  for  the  third  person  singular  through  all 
the  persons,  thus  : 

Present  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cá  mé,  I  am.  1.  cu  pnn,  we  are. 

2.  ra  cii,  thou  art.  2.  ca  fib,  you  are. 

3.  ca  f^,  he  is.  3.  ca  pao,  they  are. 

Past  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 .  bi  me,  I  was.  1 .  bi  pmn,  we  were. 

2.  bi  CÚ,  thou  wert.  2.  bi  p ib,  ye  were. 

3.  bi  pé,  he  was.  3.  bi  f  iod,  they  were. 

This  analytic  mode  of  inflecting  the  verb  is  becoming  very 
general  in  the  spoken  language,  particularly  throughout  the  north- 
ern half  of  Ireland. 
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Section  4. — Conjugation  of  a  regular  Verb. 
^IccnaiTTi,  I  cleanse. 

Active  Voice. 

indicative  mood. 

Present  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^lanaim,  I  cleanse.  1.  jlanamaio,  or  jlunamaoio, 

or  jlanam,  we  cleanse. 

2.  jlanaip,  thou  cleansest  2.  jlancaio,  you  cleanse. 

3.  jlanaiD  pé,  he  cleanseth.         3.  jlanaio,  they  cleanse. 

Consuetudinal  Present. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^lanonn  me,  I  usually  cleanse.        1.  jlancmn  pinn,  we  usually 

cleanse. 

2.  jlcmanncii,  thou  usually  cleansest.  2.  jlanann  piB,  you  usually 

cleanse. 

3.  jlanann  fé,he  usually  cleanses.      3.  jlanannpiao,  they  usually 

cleanse. 

Some  modern  writers  terminate  the  first  person  singular  of  the 
present  indicative  in  am  ;  but  this  is  properly  the  first  person  plu- 
ral. The  second  person  singular  sometimes  terminates  in  e,  or  i, 
in  old  manuscripts,  but  never  in  the  modern  language.  See  obser- 
vations under  Cáip,  p.  166.  The  third  person  singular  of  this  tense 
has  no  synthetic  form,  either  in  the  ancient  or  modern  language ; 
for  some  observations  on  which  see  p.  153.  The  termination  for 
the  first  person  plural,  which  always  ends  alike  in  the  present 
and  future  indicative,  varies  throughout  the  provinces.  In  the 
south  of  Leinster  and  east  of  Munster  it  is  pronounced  amuio,  or 
múÍD  (short),  whether  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  root  be  broad 
or  slender;  and  maoio  (long)  in  Thomond;  while  in  other  parts 
of  Ireland  it  is  sometimes  pronounced  maoio,  long  ;  sometimes 
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mulDy  or  mAIOy  short ;  and  sometimes  mfo,  long  and  slender.  The 
terminations  found  in  ancient  manuscripts  are  mam,  maic,  mio, 
and  mic ;  but  it  is  not  easy  to  prove  whether  these  terminations 
were  pronounced  long  or  short  Giolla  losa  Mor  Mac  Firbis  writes 
maio,  in  1417 ;  thus,  6  l^air  6panouib  ap  bmo  cluij,  co  Cpai^ 
cell,  conaip  rio^maio,  '^  from  Rath  Branduibh  of  the  sweet  beUs, 
to  Traigh  Ceall,  a  road  which  we  go."  —  Tribes  and  Cusionu  of 
Hy-Fuzchraehy  pp.  224,  225.  It  is  written  maic  in  the  Leabkar 
Breac^  a  manuscript  of  the  highest  authority ;  as,  Co;  oún  áp 
piachu  amail  lo^maic-ne  o'áp  pecemnaib,  '*  dimitte  nobis  dMta 
nosirOf  sicut  et  nos  dimiitimus  debitarHms  nastriSj**  foL  124, 6,  a. 
It  is  written  muio,  maic,  and  mio,  in  an  old  vellum  Life  of  St 
Moling,  and  in  H.  3.  18.;  thus,  po^muio-ne  a  coinne  m  cUipi^ 
''  we  wiU  go  meet  the  cleric ;"  pecmaic  a  lep,  ol  m  cléipeé,  op  nf 
puapamap  páilci  i  cij;  aile  ip  m  baile,  '*we  stand  in  need  of  it, 
said  the  cleric,  for  we  have  not  received  welcome  in  any  other  house 
in  the  town  ;'*  bemio-ne  ppip  in  pechc  pin,  ^'  we  will  be  for  that 
law/'  H.  3. 18.  p.  358.  It  is  written  mic  in  a  very  old  vellum  copy 
of  Cormac*s  Glossary^  as  ppoimpimic  ppip,  ol,  pé,  **  we  shall  try 
it,  said  he,'*  iH>ce  ppull.  It  is  not  easy  to  decide  what  termination 
should  be  adopted  in  the  general  modem  language,  as  the  provin- 
cialists  would  not  agree.  The  author  would  recommend  it  to  be 
settled  by  the  following  rule.  When  the  characteristic  or  last  vowel 
of  the  root  is  broad,  the  first  person  plural  of  the  present  indica- 
tive active  should,  in  the  synthetic  form,  terminate  in  mdHo  or 
maoiD,  long ;  it  is  difficult  to  decide  which ;  the  second  in  eat, 
eaoi,  or  oaíó ;  and  the  third  in  álo  (short).  But  when  the  charac- 
teristic vowel  is  slender,  they  should  terminate  in  mfo,  d,  or  efo, 
and  1o  (short).  This  rule  is  almost  invariably  observed  by  O'Mol- 
loy,  in  his  Lueema  Fidelium^  which  was  printed  at  Rome  in  1676, 
as  in  the  following  instances  :  i,  of  the  broad  termination, — oopa* 
maoiD,  *'  we  adore,"  p.  195 ;  oiulcamaoio,  **  we  renounce,"  p.  279 ; 
2;lacamaoiD,  "  we  receive,"  pp.  257, 279;  meapamaoio, "  we  think," 
pp.212, 213, 216;  oppalamaom,  *' we  offer,"  p.251 ;  onópamaoio, 
« we  honour,"  pp.  192,  194,  217.  Of  the  slender  termination, 
cpeiDimiD,  ''we  believe,"  p.  235;  cuipmio,  <<we  put,"  {^.214, 
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224,229;  jaipniio,  «'we  call,"  p.  236;  juiomio,  "we  implore,'* 
p.  228  ;  cuicmiD,  **  we  fall,"  p.  222.  However,  he  sometimes 
deviates  from  this  rule,  but  not  often.  In  p.  197  he  writes,  laipp- 
miD,  "we  ask;"  in  pp.  198,  203,  and  228,  lappamaoio ;  and  in 
p.  214,  lappmuio.  Donlevy,  in  his  Irish  Catechism,  published  at 
Paris  in  1742,  keeps  more  closely  to  this  rule;  and  he  generally 
uses  maoiD,  and  rarely  muio,  for  the  broad  termination;  ex.  lean- 
TnaoiD,  "we  follow,"  p.  212;  pájamuio,  "we  find,"  p.  206; 
cuipmiD,  "we  put,"  p.  200;  caillimiD,  "we  lose,"  p.  218;  coiih- 
ni^miD,  "  we  remember,"  p.  284  ;  cuicmio,  "  we  fall,"  p.  216  ; 
qieijimto,  "  we  have  forsaken,"  p.  216.  It  is  impossible  to  bring 
the  local  jargons  of  the  different  counties  to  a  grammatical  stan- 
dardy  and  therefore  some  general  system,  drawn  from  the  best 
manuscripts,  must  be  submitted  to,  in  settling  the  orthography  of 
this  neglected  language. 

In  the  spoken  language,  the  synthetic  form  for  the  second  per- 
son plural  is  rarely  used ;  but,  instead  of  it,  the  analytic  form 
^lcmaió  pib,  or  the  consuetudinal  present,  jlanann  pib,  is  always 
employed. 

Pa^t  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  jlanap,  or  do  glanap,  I  did       1.  jlanamap,  we  did  cleanse. 

cleanse. 

2.  jlanaip,  thou  didst  cleanse.  2.  jlanabap,  you  did  cleanse. 

3.  j^lan  pé,  he  did  cleanse.  3.  jlunaoap,  they  did  cleanse. 

The  particles  oo,  or  po,  are  often  prefixed  to  the 
past  tense  in  the  modern  language  ;  but  in  ancient 
writings  the  prefix  is  variously  given,  ap,  ar  ;  Do,  t)op ; 
po,  pop;  no,  nop;  po,  pop,  pooup  ;  poc. 

In  the  ancient  manuscripts  the  third  person  singular  has  a 
synthetic  termination,  which  is  variously  written  epcap,  upcctp, 
epcaip,  upraip,  apoaip,  upoaip,  of  which,  strange  to  say,  no  Irish 
grammarian  has  hitherto  taken  notice  ;  as,  ooipcepcaip,  "  he 
poured,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rathy  p.  94  ;  D*pecuprap,  *«  he  viewed," 
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Id.^  p.  24  ;  Í10  impepnaijefcup,  »<  he  quarrelled,'*  Id.^  p.  110; 
lonnup  jup  Dallupoaip  a  óeapbpaéaip,  "  so  that  he  blinded  his 
brother,"  Keat.  Hist.,  pp.  28,  51  ;  po  Bpeireuiiinapcaip,  ^^judica^ 
vit;'  Duald  Mac  Firbis,  in  H.  2.  15.  p.  208.  Of  all  these,  apcaip 
is  the  most  usual  and  best  form  for  this  termination,  and  it  is  to  be 
suspected  that  apcup  is  a  corruption,  to  be  attributed  to  the  negli* 
gence  of  transcribers.  In  the  southern  half  of  Ireland,  the  termi» 
nation  for  the  first  person  plural  is  pronounced  as  if  written  maip, 
molp,  or  nnup  (short) ;  a  form  sometimes  used  by  Keating,  and 
always  by  O'Molloy,  and  found  in  manuscripts  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, as  oo  péip  ^ac  ?ieir  oú  n-oubpamoip  poTTjainn,  **  according 
to  every  thing  which  we  said  before,"  Keat.  Hisf,,  p.  32.  When 
the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  root  is  broad,  the  synthetic  form  for 
the  first  person  plural  is  formed,  in  the  modern  language,  by  add- 
ing amaji  to  the  root,  but  in  the  ancient  language  more  generally 
by  adding  pam,  as  jabpam,  we  took;  cucpam,  we  gave;  for  the 
modern,  j^ubamap,  rujamap;  and  when  slender,  by  adding  pern. — 
See  Battle  ofMagh  Ratlin  pp.38,  43,  The  termination  abap,  de- 
noting the  second  person  plural,  is  often  written  abaip  in  good 
manuscripts,  and  pronounced  abaip  in  the  south  of  Ireland  ;  this 
termination  is  seldom  used  in  Ulster.  But  the  termination  aoap, 
for  the  third  person  plural,  is  still  in  constant  use  in  Connaught 
and  Munster,  and  well  understood,  though  not  often  used,  in  Ulster. 
It  occurs  in  manuscripts  of  considerable  antiquity,  but  not  so  often 
as  the  terminations  peo,  pec,  pao  (which  are  evidently  corruptions 
of  the  pronoun  piao),  and  pcioap,  parap  ;  as  lenpar,  they  followed, 
for  the  modern  lean  piao,  or  leanaoap  ;  nip  pérpac,  they  were  not 
able,  for  niop  pecroaOLip ;  jpaoai^pec,  they  loved,  for  jpaouijea- 
oap  ;  po  aipijpec,  they  perceived,  for  do  aipijeaoap  ;  cucpaoap, 
they  brought,  for  cujaoap  ;  TÍiapbjxiDap,  they  killed,  for  riiapBa- 
oap,— See  Battle  ofMagli  Rath,  pp.  28, 38, 6Q,  1 78, 246,  et passim  ; 
po  comaipcpeo  cia|xi  ceno,  ocup  uc  bepcpam  ppiu,  ^'' iyiterrogave- 
runt  cum  cujus  caput  esset,  et  tile  eis  dixit ^^  Cor,  Gloss. ^  voce 
Coipe  ópecáin. 
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Consuetudinal  PaM. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  jlanainn,  I  used  to  cleanse.  1.    jlanamaoip,  we  used  to 

cleanse. 

2.  ^lancá,  thou  usedst  to  cleanse.        2.    ^lanraíó,    you    used    to 

cleanse. 

3.  jlanao  fé,  he  used  to  cleanse.        3.    jlanaoaoip,  or  jlanaioip, 

they  used  to  cleanse. 

The  particles  oo,  jio,  &c.,  may  be  prefixed  to  all  the 
persons  of  this  tense  also. 

The  termination  ao  in  the  third  person  singular  is  pronounced, 
in  Connaught  and  Ulster,  as  if  written  úó,  or  úni,  but  in  the  south, 
as  if  ac ;  but  ao,  eao,  or  eo  is  the  true  termination,  as  appears 
from  the  best  manuscripts:  ocup  ni  clumeao  occ  mao  bee,  ocup 
nf  céimní^eó  pop  a  copaib,  *'  and  he  heard  but  little,  and  he  used 
not  to  walk  on  his  feet." — Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  42.  The  ter- 
mination for  the  first  and  second  persons  plural  in  this  tense  are 
far  from  being  settled  in  the  modern  language,  for  in  some  places 
they  are  pronounced  ^lanamuipc,  j^lanabuipc;  but  these  forms — 
though  strong  and  distinct,  and  adopted  perhaps  in  imitation  of  the 
Latin  terminations  vimtis,  vistis — are  never  found  in  any  good 
authority.  The  form  for  the  third  person  plural  is  fixed,  being 
nearly  the  same  in  every  part  of  Ireland  :  when  the  characteristic 
vowel  is  slender  it  ends  in  oip,  or  íoíp,  and  when  broad  in  oaoip, 
modern,  and  oaip,  in  ancient  writings,  as  in  the  following  exam- 
ples :  oo  linjDíp  5<^oiDil  cap  an  5  cloioe,  **  the  Gaels  used  to 
sally  over  the  fosse,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  2 ;  ap  jac  cocugao  do  d-cuj- 
oaoip  00  Boccaib  ajup  co  oilleacraib,  **  of  every  support  they 
used  to  give  to  the  poor  and  to  the  orphans,"  Id,y  p  1 ;  cp  alluio 
pop  muip,  ajup  ceajriiaiD  mupoucainn  ooib,  ajup  oo  canoaoip 
ceol  00  na  loinjpiocaib,  no  cpiallao  cáppa  50  y-cuipofp  ooolao 
oppa,  ajup  DO  ImjDÍp  péin  cuca  oia  mapbao,  **  they  put  to  sea, 
and  syrens  met  them,  and  they  used  to  chaunt  music  to  the  sailors 
as  they  were  passing  by,  and  brought  sleep  upon  them,  and  then 
they  used  to  rush  upon  and  kill  them,"  Id.^  p.  48 ;  6pi^ic  banoee 

2  A 
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ro  ao-'i^Y  F''- "^?  *•  Bri^hit,  a  goddess  whcm  the  poets  used  to 
w'.r-.h:p,"  Cor.  Gloim.,  voce  b^-^z:  i;^  do  r.o  coif^i-joa'p  mi 
XW^'s^-rfi^  *•  it  is  to  hi:/i  tli'ry  u-s-ri  to  d-dirste  the  month  of  March/* 
Id.^  core  m^'i-r. 

li'.t  it  ^Lo'.Id  be  coiif'.-ssed  that,  in  the  south  of  Leinster,  and 
ihf;  i.-a-jt'Tri  coiinties  of  Munster,  the  third  person  plural  of  this 
t/'Fi-f'  t/rríiin^tí'S  in  oip.  or  io'p.  whether  the  characteristic  vowel  be 
hro.'i']  or  s\i:\\'\f'T  ;  and  the  above  examples  are  there  pronounced 
as  if  writUri  linp^io'y  ;  oá  o-ru^aniyip;  do  c Jnaioip  ;  50  5-cuipiDÍp; 
DO  MÓpfJloíp  ;    DO  coij'^fip^fiio'p. 


Future  Te?i.se. 


.SINOLLAR. 

I.   j^lanpfio,  I  will  cleanse. 


2.  jlnniaip,  thou  wilt  cleanse. 

3.  jlanpiiiD  pe,  he  will  cleanse. 


PLURAL. 

1.  glnnpam,    or    jlanpamaio, 

or  jijlaTipcimcioiD,  we  will 
cleanse. 

2.  j^lunpaíD,  you  will  cleanse. 

3.  jlanpaiD,  they  will  cleanse. 


It  should  he  observed  here  that  the  p  is  scarcely  heard  in  this 
teiiHe  in  the  spoken  language  in  any  part  of  Ireland,  and  that 
throii;^liout  the  southern  half  of  Ireland  it  is  pronounced  like  r  or  h, 
as  J5Uinr(iD,  I  will  cleanse;  ceilrip,  thou  wilt  conceal;  but  the  p 
is  more  frequently  found  as  the  sign  of  the  future  tense  of  regular 
verbs  in  ancient  manuscripts  than  r,  and  must,  therefore,  be  re- 
ceived .'IS  its  true  sign".     The  r,  however,  is  also  sometimes  found 


"  Mr.  Patrick  Lynch,  in  his 
Intrftdiirlinn  to  the  Irinh  Luit(jit(i(ji\ 
Feenis  to  think  that  p  is  nut  an 
absoluli'ly  neces^nry  sign  of  the 
intni'e  teiis<'.  His  words  ai'e  : 
"Some  ••■laniinarians  s:iv  that  the 
letter  /*(p)  shouM  be  ]ilaced  as 
a  cliaraeterislic  for  the  I'uture, 
next  to  the  termination  of  the 
M'cond  jK-rson  singular  of  the 
Ini]»erative  mode  ;  hut  from  the 
examples  ndduced  above,  as  well 
as  those  from  OMulloy,  it  is  ob- 
vious that  p  (/)  is  not  an  abso- 
lutely necessary  sign   of  the  I'u- 


ture, and  in  some  verbs  not  at 
all  used  ;  neither  is  it  employed 
in  the  grammars  of  the  learned 
Mosrs.  8haw  and  Stewart,  for 
tlic  Caledonian  dialect  of  our 
language." — p.  24. 

It  is  very  true  that  in  some  of 
the  irregular  verbs,  and  in  the 
class  terminating  in  ui^i^im,  or 
i<^im,  and  a  few  others,  the  5  is 
not  introduced  into  the  future  ; 
but  in  all  other  regular  verbs  the 
p  should  be  used,  as  it  is  found 
in  the  most  correct  Irish  manu- 
scripts. 
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in  good  authorities,  as  ip  mip  poc  pubra,  "  it  is  I  that  shall  wound 
thee,"  Battle  of  Magh  Raih^  p.  294.  In  ancient  writings  the 
second  person  singular  of  this  tense  also  ends  in  e  or  i,  as  well  as 
the  present,  as  ni  múipbpe-piu  mipi,  "  thou  shalt  not  kill  me,"  Id.^ 
p.  190.  paiD,  or  pio,  the  analytic  termination  for  all  the  persons 
when  the  pronouns  are  expressed,  is  pronounced y>y^^,  orfee^  in 
Connaught,  butyk?i,  or/*?,  in  Munster.  This  termination  is  writ- 
ten pcTD  by  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien  and  others,  which  is  very  incorrect. 
In  the  ancient  manuscripts  it  is  often  written  pa,  or  pi,  without  the 
final  D,  as  jonpa  pé,  "  he  will  wound  ;"  paicpi  pé,  *'  he  will  see," 
Battle  of  Magh  Batli^  pp.  136,  194;  jpompa,  .i.  aeppa,  "he 
will  satirize,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  ^po^ia.  Sometimes,  but  rarely, 
the  termination  ab  is  found  for  the  first  person  singular  of  this 
tense  after  a  negative,  as  ni  rholab,  "  I  shall  not  praise,"  Teige 
Mac  Dary ;  ni  puiceab  oamna  Do'n  opomj,  **  I  will  not  omit  one 
of  the  people,"  Giolla  losa  Mar  Mac  Firbis,  A.  D.  1417. 

The  termination  peam,  or  piom,  pam,  pem,  is  often  found  in  the 
best  manuscripts  for  the  first  person  plural,  as  30  n-jlanpam,  till 
we  shall  cleanse;  50  n-juiópeam,  till  we  shall  implore. — Keating. 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

Properly  speaking,  no  regular  verbs  in  Irish  have 
any  subjunctive  mood;  the  form  of  the  verb  which  fol- 
lows the  particles  governing  the  subjunctive  (see  p.  170), 
always  terminates  like  the  indicative.  But  in  irregular 
verbs  these  particles  are  followed  by  a  peculiar  form. 

IMPERATIVE   MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 1.  jlanam,  or  jlanamaoip,  let  us 

cleanse. 

2.  5lan,  cleanse  thou.  2.  jlanaio,  you  cleanse. 

3.  jlanao    pé,    let    him    he      3.  ^lanaioíp,  let  them  cleanse. 

cleansed. 
The  third  person  singular  is  pronounced  jlunac  pé  throughout 
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the  southern  half  of  Ireland,  but  sUmaih,  or  j^lonóó  fe  in  Con- 
naught  and  Ulster.  In  the  topographical  poems  of  0*Dugao, 
O'Heerin,  and  Giolla  losa  Mor  Mac  Firbis,  the  termination  am, 
or  earn,  is  almost  invariably  used  for  denoting  the  first  person 
plural,  as  in  the  following  examples:  cpiallam  cimceall  na  Poblo, 
**let  us  travel  round  Ireland/*  CDugan;  laBpam  oo  élomn 
Choppmaic  Chaip,  cpiallam  txip  Sionainn  ppuc-jla-p,  •*  let  us 
speak  of  the  race  of  Cormac  Cas,  let  us  proceed  across  the  green- 
streamed  Shannon,"  O'Heerin;  Claim  Piacpa  (jip  ap  m*aipe, 
leanam  lop^  na  laecpaióe,  *'the  race  of  the  noble  Fiachra  are 
my  care,  let  us  follow  the  track  of  the  heroes,**  Giolla  losa  Mar 
Mac  Firbis.  In  the  county  of  Kilkenny  the  first  person  plural  of 
this  mood  terminates  in  muipc,  as  ^lonamuipc,  but  this  is  never 
found  in  correct  manuscripts,  and  must  be  regarded  as  a  local  bar- 
barism. The  termination  fo  is  that  most  generally  found  in  ancient 
manuscripts  for  the  second  person  plural  of  this  mood,  as  eip^fo, 
eip^ló,  a  65a!  "arise,  arise,  O  youths,'*  j&a^/fe  ofMaghRath^ 
p.  122;  tójBató  ocup  caipbenaíó,  "  raise  and  shew,**  /<£.,  p.  178; 
cabpaíó  ceno  na  plepci  pilió  paip,  place  ye  tíie  end  of  the  poet's 
wand  upon  it,**  Cor.  Gloss, ^  voce  Coipe  6pecam ;  cuipfó  amach 
m  ceno,  "  put  ye  out  the  head,"  /i.,  voce  Ope.  In  the  Book  of 
Ballymoie  it  is  sometimes  written  foi,  as  ocup  tigepnafói  do 
Kxpccnb  m  mapa,  ocup  00  eacaicib  m  nime,  ocup  do  na  h-uilib 
anmannaib,  **  and  rule  over  the  fishes  of  the  sea,  and  the  birds  of 
the  air,  and  over  all  the  animals.*'  At  present,  however,  the  ter- 
mination 15ÍD  is  that  used  in  every  part  of  Ireland  except  the 
county  of  Kerry,  and  parts  of  Cork,  where  it  is  Y^.  This  West 
Munster  termination,  which  sounds  so  strangely  in  the  ears  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  provinces  of  Connaught  and  Ulster,  is  strikingly 
exemplified  in  the  following  vers^  by  Andrew  Magrath,  a  Munster 
poet  of  the  last  century : 

*•  Sm  a^aiB  an  c-am,  ajup  ^abai^  le  n-a  céile, 
Ppeabai^  le  ponn,  ajup  planncai^  Tnéir-f>uic, 
6eanai3  p^o^  °P  ^P^ctm  an  éiéij, 
*8  na  h-ionncoi^eoD  aen  le  fjdc  o'n  njleo." 

The  East  Munster  form,  which  also  extends  into  Connaught 
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i'D  rf  z         and  Ulster,  is  exemplified  in  these  lines,  from  a  Jacobite  song  by 


nff 


?  fr;! 


n  oc :' 


f  r 


i. 


\..- 


-,  f- 


1" 


Timothy  O'Sullivan,  a  native  of  the  county  of  Waterford  : 

"  Ceónai^fó,  léanai^(ó,  léafaijfó,  leaóbai^fó 
Céafai^fó,  claoiD^to  bap  námaio." 

CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^lonpoinn,  I  would  cleanse.  1.  jlonpamaoip,   we    would 

cleanse. 

2.  ^lanpá,  thou  wouldst  cleanse.         2.  ^Lonpalo,      you      would 

cleanse. 

3.  slcmpaó  pé,  he  would  cleanse.        3.  ^lonpaiofp,    they    would 

cleanse. 

The  particles  Do,  po,  &c.,  may  be  prefixed  to  this 
mood,  and  the  conjunctions  oá,  if,  and  muna,  unless, 
are  usually  its  signs. 

In  ancient  writings  painn,  the  termination  for  the  first  person  sin- 
gular, is  written  paino,  poino,  or  puino,  and,  when  the  characteristic 
vowel  of  the  root  is  slender,  pino,  as  po  ainicpino  pib,  '*  I  would 
protect  you/'  Battle  ofMagh  Bath^  p.  78 ;  no  aipippino,  '*  I  would 
stay/'  Id, J  p.  66.  The  p  is  sometimes  omitted,  as  po  rpiallamo  for 
oo  rpiallpamn,  *'  I  would  proceed,"  Id,y  p.  172 ;  co  clanoaino  for 
50  5-clannpainn,  "  that  I  would  thrust,"  /rf.,  p.  42. 

The  termination  pa  is  not  always  used  in  the  spojcen  language, 
for,  in  the  south-east  of  Ireland,  rá  is  most  generally  substituted  in 
its  place,  and  this  termination  often  occurs  in  ancient  writings,  as 
oia  n-jaBcá,  "  if  thou  wouldest  take ^'^  Battle  ofMaghBath^  p.  42; 
fnuna  im  jaiBéeá  in  incro,  *'  if  thou  wouldst  not  quit  the  place," 
/rf.,  p.  202.  This  termination  is  also  used  in  John  Mac  Toma 
O'Mulconry's  copy  oi  Keating' a  History  of  Ireland^  as  oo  jeabrá 
nf  ba  mo  uaim-pe  oa  pfpceá  opam  é,  **thou  wouldst  obtain  a  greater 
request  of  me  if  thou  wouldst  ask  it  of  me,  p.  118.  The  termina- 
tion for  the  third  person  singular  is  pronounced  ac,  or  eac,  in  this 
mood,  throughout  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  inConnaught  and  Ulster 
ÚD,  or  1ÚD,  the  p  being  very  seldom  heard.  The  p,  however,  should 
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not  be  rejected,  as  it  adds  force  and  distinctness  to  the  termination, 
and  is  found  in  Irish  manuscripts  of  the  highest  authority,  as  no 
péopaó,  "he  would  be  ahle  "  Bad le  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  68;  ni 
unpao  **  he  would  not  stay,"  /<r/.,  p.  192 ;  nop  pojailpeo,  *'  he 
would  distribute,"  /í7.,  p.  56 ;  o'pcnpnépeD,  '*  he  would  relate,"  Id.^ 
p.  318;  DO  ruicpeaó,  **  he  would  fall,"  Id.,  p.  280.  In  an  analytic 
form  this  mood  always  terminates  in  ao,  or  eao  (in  old  writings 
eo,  or  ÍÓ),  whether  the  p  be  used  or  not,  and  Haliday  is  wrong 
{GceUc  Grammar^  p.  75)  in  writing  do  céppaió  pnin  as  the  analytic 
form  of  the  do  céppamaíp.     It  should  be  do  céppciD  pinn. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  the  terminations  for  the  first 
and  second  persons  plural  of  this  mood  vary  throughout  the  pro- 
vinces, and  stand  in  great  need  of  a  grammatical  standard.  But 
it  is  not  easy  to  establish  a  standard,  as  the  differences  are  so  great 
and  the  ancient  authorities  so  uncertain  as  to  quantity.  In  the 
county  of  Kilkenny  they  are  pronounced  muipc,  buipc,  and  the 
other  parts  of  Munster  maojp,  baoip.  In  most  parts  of  Ireland, 
however,  the  second  person  plural  has  no  synthetic  form,  but  is 
pronounced  jlanpao  pib,  which  shews  that  the  language  is  suf- 
fering decomposition  from  the  want  of  Irish  literature.  The  third 
person  plural  is  fixed,  and  is  paloip,  or  ploip,  in  most  parts  of  Ire- 
land, except  that  the  p  is  often  aspirated,  or  pronounced  like  h  ore. 

INFINITIVE  MOOD. 

Do  T^lanoó,  to  cleanse. 

Phrases  equivalent  to  participles  in  other  languages 
are  formed  by  prefixing  the  prepositions  ap,  upon ;  05, 
at;  and  lap,  after,  to  the  infinitive  or  verbal  noun,  as 
ap  nglanab,  on  cleansing ;  aj  jlanaó,  a'  cleansing'' ; 
lap  nglanaó,  after  cleansing. 

o   Q5   jlanoD,    a'  cleansing,  building.    The  very  recent  rejec- 

This  is  exactly  like  the  old  Eng-  tion  of  the  a  in  such  phrases,  and 

lish  participle  rt'  hunting^  a'  doing^  the  adoption  of  being  done,  being 

a'  building,  which  some  explain  built,  have  much  altered  the  ori- 

as  abbreviated  forms  of  at  hunt-  gind  character   of  the  English 

ing,  at  doing,    at  building,    and  language, 
others  of  on  hunting,  on  doing,  on 
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The  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien  and  others  call  these  phrases  by  the  name 
of  participles;  but  though  they  ^tq  equivalent  to  the  participles  of 
other  languages,  it  is  quite  obvious  that  they  do  not  merit  this  appel- 
lation. The  fact  is,  that  there  are  no  participles  of  the  active  voice 
in  this  language,  which,  adjective  like,  agree  with  their  nouns,  as 
in  Latin,  and  their  place  is  supplied  by  verbal  nouns  preceded  by 
prepositions. — See  Syntax^  Kule  36. 

The  various  modifications  of  time  may  be  expressed 
by  compound  tenses  formed  of  the  verb  substantive  and 
the  verbal  noun,  or  the  infinitive  mood  of  the  verb. 

Stewart  has  attempted  to  reduce  these  compound  expressions 
into  regular  tenses,  like  the  Latin  and  Greek ;  but  nothing  is  gained 
by  so  doing,  as  it  is  merely  adding  the  tenses  of  róim,  to  the  verbal 
noun  preceded  by  prepositions,  as  cáim  a^  ^lanaó,  I  am  a*  cleans- 
ing ;  Biooap  a^  ^lancxó,  they  were  a'  cleansing ;  biao  lap  n^Uxnaó, 
I  will  be  after  cleansing. 

Passive  Voice. 

The  passive  voice  has  no  synthetic  form  to  denote 
the  persons  or  numbers ;  the  personal  pronouns,  there- 
fore, must  be  always  expressed,  and  placed  after  the 
verb ;  and  by  a  strange  peculiarity  of  the  language  they 
are  always  in  the  accusative  form. 

For  this  reason  some  Irish  scholars  have  considered  the  passive 
Irish  verb  to  be  a  form  of  the  active  verb,  expressing  the  action  in 
an  indefinite  manner,  as  buailceap  me,  i.  e.  some  person  or  per- 
sons, thing  or  things,  strikes  or  strike  me  ;  buaileao  é,  some  per- 
son or  thing  (not  specified)  struck  him.  But  it  is  more  convenient 
in  a  practical  grammar  to  call  this  form  by  the  víkts\&  passive^  as  in 
other  languages,  and  to  assume  that  cu,  é,  (,  and  loo,  which  follow 
it,  are  ancient  forms  of  the  nominative  case,  which,  indeed,  is  not 
unlikely,  as  they  are  placed  as  nominatives,  even  after  active  verbs,  in 
the  Erse  dialect  of  this  language.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may,  we 
never  place  pé,  f  f,  or  \\o^',  after  any  passive  verb.     In  Latin  and 
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most  other  languages,  when  a  verb  active  is  turned  into  the  passive, 
the  accusative  of  the  verb  active  becomes  the  nominative  of  the 
verb  passive ;  but  in  the  Irish  the  accusative  still  retains  its  form 
and  position,  thus,  in  buail  lao,  strike  them,  and  buailceap  lao, 
let  them  be  struck,  lao  has  the  same  form  and  position  ;  and  some 
have  thought  that  it  is  the  accusative  case,  governed  by  buailceap, 
like  the  accusative  after  the  Latin  impersonal  verbs,  as  oportet  me, 
tccdet  me  vitce,  &c. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  the  termination  aip  is  found  instead  of 
the  modern  cop,  as  allaip,  he  is  fostered  ;  ^enaip,  he  is  born. 

INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

I.  jlancap  me,  I  am  cleansed.        1.  jjlancap  p^""»  ^^  '""»  we  are 

cleansed. 
2    jlancap  cú,  thou  art  cleansed.  2.  jlancap  pib,  or  ib,  you  are 

cleansed. 
3.  ^la?icap  é,  he  is  cleansed.  3.  jlancap  lao,  they  are  cleansed. 

This  tense  is  used  also  for  the  imperative,  and  its 
several  persons  signify,  according  to  the  context,  either 
I  am  cleansed,  Thou  art,  &c. ;  or,  Let  me  be  cleansed. 
Be  thou  cleansed,  &c. 

The  consuetudinal  present  is  the  same  as  the  simple 
present. 

Past  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  jlanao  me,  I  was  cleansed.  1.  jlunao  pmn,  or  mn,  we  were 

cleansed. 

2.  jlanao  cu,  thou  wast  cleansed.    2.  jlanao  pib,  or  ib,  you  were 

cleansed. 

3.  jlanao  é,  he  was  cleansed.  3.    jlanao     lao,     they      were 

cleansed. 


»«. 
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Oo,  or  po,  is  prefixed  to  this  tense  as  well  as  in  the 
active  voice,  but  with  this  peculiarity,  that  it  never 
causes  aspiration,  as  in  the  active. 

In  the  spoken  Irish  throughout  the  provinces,  and  in  all 
printed  hooks  and  most  manuscripts  of  the  last  three  centuries,  the 
past  passive  of  the  indicative  mood  is  formed  by  adding  ao,  or  eao, 
to  the  root  of  the  verb  ;  but  in  ancient  writings  it  is  often  formed 
exactly  like  the  present  passive  participle,  that  is  to  say,  by  adding 
ca  or  ce,  ra  or  cé,  to  the  root,  as  po  mapbca,  **  he  was  killed ;" 
po  h-inoapbca  eipium,  "he  was  expelled;''  po  oicuipcea  na  oiB- 
eapyaij,  *'  the  rebels  were  banished,''  Battle  of  Magh  Rathy 
pp.  48,  52,  100;  piapiu  do  ponra  na  muilino,  "before  the  mills 
were  made,"  Cor,  Gloss.  ^  voce  Cuihal  ;  po  panoca  i  n-oo,  "  it  was 
divided  into  two  parts,"  Tighernach,  ad  ann.  162. 

In  some  parts  of  Munster  the  termination  ao  in  this  tense  is 
pronounced  aj  (5  hard  and  broad)  ;  and  in  others,  particularly  in 
Kerry,  ac;  but  in  Connaught  and  Ulster,  úó,  uiii,  or  am. 

This  and  other  differences  of  termination  in  the  verb,  added  to 
the  difference  in  the  position  of  the  accent,  often  render  it  difficult 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  Ireland 
to  understand  each  other,  when  speaking  Irish. 

Cojisueiudhial  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^lancaoi  me,  or  do  jlancaoi       1.  jlunraoi   finn,  or  inn,    we 

me,  I  used  to  be  cleansed.  used  to  be  cleansed. 

2.  jlancaoi  cú,  thou  usedst  to       2.  jlancaoi    pib,    ar   ib,   you 

be  cleansed.  used  to  be  cleansed. 

3.  jloncaoi   é,   he   used   to   be       3.  jlancaoi  lao,  they  used  to 

cleansed.  be  cleansed. 

In  ancient  Irish  manuscripts  this  tense  often  ends  in  ce  and 
cea,  as  ppip  a  páicea,  for  leip  a  paiócf,  Four  Masters^  passim. 
But  in  the  best  modern  manuscripts  it  is  written  caoi,  or  ci,  accord- 
ing to  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  root,  as  a  oeip  nac  oiolcaoi 
an  oeaciiiuiD  a  n-6ipinn,  "he  says  that  tythes  used  not  be  paid  in 

2   B 
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Ireland,'*  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  5  ;  ace  pop  jup  ab  innce  do  cuiiioai  jri 
luce  nu  j-cpioc  oile  ó  "Róiiiúncaib,  **  but  that  it  was  in  her  [Ire- 
land] the  inhabitants  of  the  other  countries  were  preserved  from  the 
Romans,"  Id.,  ibid. 

Future  Tense. 


SINGULAR. 

1.  5lanpap,or  jlanpaioeap  me, 

I  shall  be  cleansed. 

2.  jlanpap,  or  jlanpaíóeap  rú, 

thou  shalt  be  cleansed. 

3.  jlanpap,  or  jUinpaioeap  é, 

he  shall  be  cleansed. 


PLURAL. 

1.  jlanpap,  or    jlanpáióeap 

mn,  or  pmn,  we  shall  be 
cleansed. 

2.  jlcinpap,    or    jlanpúióeap 

lb,   or  pib,  you  shall  be 
cleansed. 

3.  jlanpap,     or    j^lanpáióeap 

lao,  they  shall  be  cleansed. 


The  termination  pap  is  used  in  Munster,  and  paioeap  in  Con- 
naught.  In  ancient  manuscripts,  puiorep  is  sometimes  found  for 
this  tense,  as  cabuip  a  bel  pucip,  ocup  línpaiórep  é,  "turn  its 
mouth  up,  and  it  shall  be  filled." — l^'it.  MoUnfj. 


IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 


This  mood  is  always  the  same  form  as  tlie  present 
indicative. 


CONDITIONAL    MOOD. 


SINGLLAU. 

1.  jlanpaioe    me,    I   would   be 

cleansed. 

2.  jlanpaioe  ri'i,  thou  wouldest 

be  cleansed. 

3.  jlanpaioe    é,    he    would    be 

cleansed. 


PLURAL. 

1.  jlanpaioe    \\nx\y    we   would 

be  cleansed. 

2.  glanpuioe,  pib,   you   would 

be  cleansed. 

3.  jlanpaioe  lao,  they  would 

be  cleansed. 


In  ancient  manuscripts  the  termination  for  this  tense  is  often 
written  cea,  as  oia  n-epcamrea  mipi  lib,  **  if  I  should  be  cursed 
by  you.'* — Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  38.     But  paioe,  or  píóe,  in 
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the  best  modern  manuscripts,  as  in  the  following  examples  in  John 
Mac  Torna  O'Mulconry's  copy  oi  Keating' s  History  of  Ireland  : 
50  mao  6puria  no  6pucica  do  joippioe  di,  "that  she  should  be 
called  Brutia,  or  Brutica,^'  p.  6  ;  eocaip  lapainn  le  m-bpippfoe 
baiciop  ap  bir,  **  an  iron  key  by  which  any  skull  would  [might] 
be  broken,"  p.  14  ;  50  j-ccnrFÍóe,  "  that  there  would  be  spent," 
p. 30;  cia  do  cuippíóe  o'u  Deunairi,  '*who  would  be  sent  to  do  it," 
p.  50 ;  lonnup  gup  ab  moioe  do  ruijpíóe  an  ni  pi,  **  in  order  that 
this  thing  might  be  the  better  understood,''  p.  99. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 

t)o  beic  glanca,  to  be  cleansed. 

Passive  Participle. 
^Icinra,  cleansed. 

The  termination  of  the  participle  passive  is  generally  written 
ca,  or  ci,  in  ancient  manuscripts  ;  and  it  is  pronounced  in  the 
province  of  Connaught,  and  sometimes  written  caió,  or  cio,  by 
Connaught  Irish  scholars  ;  thus,  glancuió,  bpipció  (with  the  1  long, 
but  not  accented).  But  in  the  southern  half  of  Ireland  it  is  more 
correctly  pronounced  jlancu,  bpipce,  or  bpipcl. 

The  passive  voice  may  also  be  formed,  as  In  English, 
by  prefixing  the  diíFerent  moods  and  tenses  of  the  verb 
caim  to  the  passive  participle,  as  ca  me  glanra,  I  am 
cleansed ;  bi  ye  glanrn,  he  was  cleansed ;  bmió  cu 
5lanra,  thou  wilt  be  cleansed  ;  bíoó,  or  bíóeaó  pé 
glanra,  let  him  be  cleansed;  od  m-beinn  glanca,  if  I 
would  or  should  be  cleansed. 


Section  5.— Formation  of  the  Tenses  of  regular  Verbs. 

The  root,  or  theme  of  the  verb  is  found  to  be  the 
second  person  singular  of  the  imperative  mood,  as  glan. 
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by  varying  the  termination,  is  more  ancient  than  the  use  of  par- 
ticles ;  so  that  the  analytic  form  of  the  verb  found  in  the  Erse 
dialect,  instead  of  proving  it  ancient,  affords  the  best  argument  to 
shew  that  it  must  have  assumed  such  a  form  in  comparatively 
modern  times.  The  Goths,  Vandals,  Moors,  and  other  barbarians, 
finding  it  too  troublesome  to  recollect  the  various  terminations  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  nouns  and  verbs,  had  recourse  to  a  number 
of  detached  particles  and  auxiliaries,  to  represent  the  cases  and 
tenses,  and  these  have  been  gradually  introduced  into  all  the 
modern  languages  of  Europe  ;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
if  the  Irish  and  Erse  continue  to  be  spoken  among  the  peasantry 
for  a  few  centuries  longer,  they  will  gradually  lose  their  termina- 
tions, and  adopt  particles  and  auxiliaries  in  their  stead;  and  who- 
ever will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  the  ancient  with  the  modern 
spoken  Irish,  he  will  perceive  that  the  language  is  fast  progressing 
towards  this  state  of  decomposition. 

Notwithstanding  tiie  ability  of  Shaw,  Stewart,  and  other  scho- 
lars, who  have  attempted  to  prove,  from  the  oral  dialect  of  the 
Highlands,  that  it  is  the  parent  of  the  Irish  language,  they  have 
made  no  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  learned  of  Europe. 
Mons.  Pictet,  of  Geneva,  who  has  used  the  second  edition  of 
Stewart's  Ga^ic  (irammar,  has,  in  his  work  on  the  Affinity  of  the 
Celtic  dialects  with  the  Sanscrit,  Paris,  1837,  a  work  which  was 
crowned  by  the  Hoyal  Academy,  given  us  his  valuable  opinion  of 
the  nature  of  the  Erse  in  the  following  words  : 

**  ISersc  est  la  laiigue  des  montagnards  de  I'Ecosse.  Ses  monu- 
ments ecrits  sont  bien  moins  anciens,  et  raoins  nombreux  que  ceux 
de  rirlande,  et  ne  paraissent  pas  remonter  au-dela  du  15^  siecle. 
Les  poesies  traditionelles  recueillies  et  publices  sous  le  nom 
d'Ossian,  vers  la  fm  du  siecle  dernier,  sont  ce  quelle  possede  de 
plus  remarquable.  Compare  a  I'irlandais  ancien  Terse  offVe  de  nom- 
breuses  traces  de  cette  decomposition  qui  s'opere  sur  les  langues 
par  I'eflet  du  temps,  et  il  se  rapproche  a  cet  egard  de  I'irlandais 
oral  moderne." — Introduction^  p.  ix. 

From  the  root  all  the  tenses  and  moods  of  the  regu- 
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lar  verbs  are  formed,  by  a  mechanism  extremely  simple 
and  regular,  as  follows  : 

Active  Voice, 
indicative  mood. 

The  present  tense  is  formed  by  adding  to  the  root 
aim,  or  im,  for  the  first  person  singular  ;  aip,  or  ip,  for 
the  second ;  aió,  or  ló,  for  the  third  ;  amaoio,  imio, 
earn,  or  am,  for  the  first  person  plural ;  raoi,  or  ci,  for 
the  second  ;  and  aio,  or  m,  for  the  third. 

Here  it  should  be  remarked,  that  when  the  characteristic  vowel 
of  the  root  is  broad,  the  terminations  are  uim,  aip,  aio,  &c. ;  but 
when  slender,  im,  ip,  id,  &c.  The  ancient  terminations  have  been 
already  pointed  out.  Sometimes  the  root  suffers  syncope,  as  labaip, 
speak  thou ;  labpaim,  I  speak  ;  bajaip,  threaten  thou  ;  bajpaim, 
I  threaten ;  cooail,  sleep  thou ;  coolaim,  I  sleep.  The  relative 
form  terminates  in  ap,  or  eap,  accordingly  as  the  characteristic 
vowel  of  the  root  is  broad  or  slender,  as  a  jlanap,  who  cleanses ; 
a  bpipeap,  who  breaks ;  a  meallap,  who  deceives. 

The  consnetudinal  present  is  formed  by  adding 
ann,  or  eann,  according  to  the  characteristic  vowel,  to 
the  root,  as  jlannan  pé,  he  cleanses;  bpipeann  pé, 
he  breaks,  or  usually  breaks.  This  tense  has  no  syn- 
thetic form,  but  always  has  the  persons  postfixed,  as 
bpipeann  iné,  cu,  pé,  &c.,  the  verb  having  the  same 
form  to  agree  with  all  the  persons,  singular  and  plural ; 
and  also  with  the  relative,  as  a  bpipeam,  who  breaks. 

In  old  manuscripts  this  tense  sometimes  ends  in  inn,  intended 
for  the  modern  lonn,  as  oibpiguin  maiUe  bpij  concpápóa,  "it 
works  with  a  contrary  effect." — Med,  MS.  A.  D.  1414. 

The  preterite  or  simple  pa^t  tense,  in  its  analytic 
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form,  is  thQ  same  as  the  root,  except  that  the  initial 
consonant  is  aspirated,  if  of  the  aspirable  class,  as,  root 
^lom,  preterite  jlan  f é,  he  cleansed;  root  bpif ,  preterite 
bpip  f  e,  he  broke.  But  when  the  consonant  is  not  of 
the  aspirable  class,  then  it  is  exactly  like  the  root,  or 
second  person  singular  imperative  active,  as  roo^la- 
baip,  speak  thou ;  labaip  pé,  he  spoke.  But  they  are 
distinguished  by  the  collocation,  and  often  by  the  par- 
ticles Do,  po,  &c.,  which  are  generally  prefixed  to  the 
preterite,  but  never  to  the  root,  or  imperative.  The 
synthetic  form  has  ap  or  cap  for  the  first  person  singu- 
lar, accordingly  as  the  characteristic  vowel  is  broad  or 
slender  ;  aip,  or  ip,  for  the  second  ;  while  the  third 
terminates,  in  the  modem  language,  like  the  root. 

The  relative  form  for  this  tense  always  terminates 
like  the  root,  as  a  bpip ,  who  broke. 

In  ancient  manuscripts  the  third  person  singular  of  this  tense 
frequently  terminates  in  cq^'caip,  or  epoaip,  as  ^lanapcaip,  he 
cleansed ;  Bpipepcaip,  he  broke ;  for  the  first  person  plural,  umap, 
or  pam ;  for  the  second,  ubap  ;  for  the  third,  ooap,  or  pao. 

The  consuetudinal  past  has  an  analytic  and  a  syn- 
thetic form.  The  analytic  is  formed  from  the  root  by 
adding  aó,  or  ea6,  as  j;lana6  me,  r6,  pé,  &c. ;  bpip ea6 
me,  CÚ,  pé,  &c. ;  and  the  synthetic  by  adding  inn,  or 
ainn,  for  the  first  person  singular ;  rá,  or  rea,  to  the 
second ;  while  the  third  is,  as  usual,  the  analytic  form, 
with  the  pronoun  postfixed ;  maoi  p,  or  mip,  for  the  first 
person  plural ;  raíó,  or  cíó,  for  the  second ;  and  aDaoip, 
or  lOip,  for  the  third. 

The  relative  form  of  this  tense  terminates  like  the 
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third  person  singular,  as  a  jlanaó,  who  used  to  cleanse; 
a  bpipeaó,  who  used  to  break. 

The  future  tense  has  also  an  analytic  and  synthetic 
form.  The  analytic  is  formed  by  adding  paió,  or  pió, 
to  the  root  of  the  verb,  that  is,  paió  (in  ancient  manu- 
scripts sometimes  pa),  if  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the 
root  be  broad ;  and  pi6  (in  ancient  manuscripts  often 
pi),  if  it  be  small,  as  glanpaió  me,  cu,  pé,  &c. ;  bpip- 
pib  me,  CÚ,  pe,  &c. 

In  the  synthetic  form  the  first  person  singular  ter- 
minates in  pat),  or  peao  ;  the  second  in  paip,  or  pip  ; 
but  the  third  has  no  synthetic  form.  The  first  person 
plural  ends  in  pamaio,  pamaoio,  or  pimio;  the  second 
in  paíó,  or  píó,  and  sometimes  without  the  final  ó ;  and 
the  third  in  paio,  or  pm.  The  relative  terminates  in 
pap,  or  peap,  as  a  jlanpap,  who  will  cleanse ;  a  bpip- 
peap,  who  will  break. 

The  p  in  this  tense  has  totally  disappeared  from  the  Erse,  or 
Gaelic,  of  Scotland,  as  Stewart  laments  {Gcelic  Grammar^  second 
edition,  p.  85,  note  h)  \  and  though  it  is  found  in  all  the  correct 
manuscripts  and  printed  books  in  the  Irish,  it  is  fast  disappearing 
from  the  modern  spoken  language ;  and  throughout  the  southern 
half  of  Ireland  a  c  is  substituted  in  its  place,  as  jlanrcro,  pro- 
nounced glanhady  for  jlonpao  ;  bpipceoo,  pronounced  hrish-had^ 
for  bpippeao. 

In  the  Erse,  the  future  is  formed  by  adding  aidh  to  the  root, 
.  which  marks  the  analytic  present  indicative  of  the  Irish ;  and  the 
learned  Mr.  Stewart,  who,  blinded  by  national  predilections,  looks 
upon  many  of  the  imperfections  of  this  corrupted  dialect  as  so  many 
beauties,  says,  that  in  giving  a  negative  answer  to  a  request,  no 
sign  of  a  future  tense  is  used.  Of  this  form  of  reply  some  traces  are 
indeed  found  in  the  old  Irish  ;  but  a  future  termination  in  nh,  or 

2c 
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eaB,  is  used  to  distinguish  it  from  the  present,  as  already  shewn  ia 
the  observations  under  this  tense,  p.  179.  Stewart^s  words  are  as  fol- 
lows :  *'  In  all  regular  verbs»  the  difference  between  the  Affirmative 
and  Negative  Moods,  though  marked  but  slightly  and  partially  in 
the  Preterite  tense  (only  in  the  initial  form  of  the  second  conjuga- 
tion), yet  is  strongly  marked  in  the  Future  Tense.  The  Future 
Affirmative  terminates  in  a  feeble  vocal  sound.  In  the  Fut  Neg. 
the  voice  rests  on  an  articulation,  or  is  cut  short  by  a  forcible  aspi- 
ration. Supposing  these  tenses  to  be  used  by  a  speaker,  in  reply 
to  a  command  or  a  request ;  by  their  very  structure  the  former 
expresses  the  softness  of  compliance,  and  the  latter  the  abruptness 
of  a  refusal.  If  a  command  or  a  request  be  expressed  by  such 
verbs  as  these,  '  tog  sin,'  *  gabh  sin,'  '  ith  sin,'  the  compliant  an- 
swer is  expressed  by  '  togaidh,  gabhaidh,  ithidh ;'  the  refusal  by 
'  cha  tog,  cha  ghabh,  cha  ith.'  May  not  this  peculiar  variety  of 
form  in  the  same  Tense,  when  denoting  affirmation,  and  when 
denoting  negation,  be  reckoned  among  the  characteristic  marks  of 
an  original  language?" — Gcelie  Grammar^  second  edition,  p.  93. 

Verbs  of  more  than  two  syllables,  ending  in  ijini  or 
ui^im,  in  the  first  person  singular,  present  indicative 
active,  make  the  future  in  eocao  ;  and  the  last  vowel 
in  the  preceding  syllable,  if  broad,  generally  suffers 
attenuation,  as  ápoui^im,  I  exalt,  fut.  aipoeocao  ; 
poiUpjim,  I  reveal,  fut.  poillfeócao  ;  Tnilp^im,  I 
sweeten,  fut.  milreocai);  imrigim,  I  go  away,  fut. 
imeocao ;  yxinncuigim,  I  covet,  fut.  fainnceocao  ; 
ceapuuijjim,  I  rectify,  fut.  ccipccocao. 

This  is  the  termination  used  in  printed  books  and  correct  manu- 
scripts of  the  last  three  centuries,  as  in  KeaHng*s  HUiory  of  Ire- 
landy  as  transcribed  by  John  MacTomaO'Muloonry,  pp.  196, 167, 
170,  where  the  verbs,  FOiUpiyim,  I  shew;  fonncuijim,  I  covet; 
ceapcui^im,  I  rectify,  are  made  poiUpeocam,  we  will  shew ; 
|xxinn^ocao,  I  will  covet ;  ceipceocam,  we  will  rectify  ;  and  it  is 
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still  used  in  the  Connaught  dialect.  But  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
the  future  of  verbs  of  this  class  always  terminates  in  eojat),  or 
ojoD,  asapoojao*  I  will  exalt;  poillpeójaD,  I  will  shew;  and  this 
termination  is  used  by  O'Molloy,  in  his  Lucerna  Fidelium,  as 
cpueojao,  I  will  prove,  p.  302  ;  do  puipeojap,  who  will  remain, 
p.  369.  In  ancient  manuscripts  the  regular  termination  in  peo  is 
found  in  verbs  of  this  class,  as  apoaijpiD,  '*  he  will  rise  up,"  Battle 
of  Magh  Rath,  p.  12  ;  puioijpec,  **  I  will  arrange,"  Id,^  p.  178. 
And  écac,  and  even  eoBac,  are  sometimes  found  in  old  writings  for 
the  eoccro  of  the  moderns,  as  cóipécac,  "I  will  array,"  Id.,  p.  178; 
noca  ceifceoba,  **  there  shall  not  be  wanting,'*  St.  Columhkille. 

To  this  class  may  be  added  some  others,  which,  though  not 
ending  in  ijim,  form  the  penultimate  of  the  future  in  eo,  and  in 
ancient  manuscripts  in  e  long.  The  principal  of  these  are  the 
following : 


PRESENT. 

aomuim,  I  confess, 
aicnim,  I  know, 
airpipim,  I  relate, 
coolaim,  I  sleep, 
conjbaim,  I  keep, 
copnaim,  I  defend. 
Dibpiin,  I  banish. 
Dionjbaitn,  I  repel. 
Diojlaim,  I  revenge, 
eiblim,  I  die. 
po^lamaim,  I  learn, 
popjlaim,  I  open, 
ppeajpaim,  I  answer, 
impim,  I  play, 
innipim,  I  tell, 
labpatm,  I  speak, 
palqiaim,  I  trample, 
txiipnjim,  I  draw, 
cogbaim,  I  raise, 
cojpaim,  I  desire. 


FUTURE. 

aioeorhao. 

aiéeónoD. 

airpeopao. 

coioeolao. 

coinyeobao. 

coipeonao. 

Dibeopao. 

Dinjeobao. 

Dijeolao. 

eibeolao. 

poi^leómoD. 

poifjeólcro. 

ppeijeópao. 

imeópao. 

inneópao. 

laibeópao. 

pailceópao. 

caipeónjao. 

cói^eóbao. 

coijeópao. 
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In  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  and  throughout  Munster»  however» 
the  attenuation  does  not  always  take  place  in  these  verbs ;  and  the 
long  syllable  is  transposed,  as  if  those  verbs  were  of  the  regular  class 
in  fjim,  or  ui^m,  as  aoihó^oo,  I  will  confess ;  aicneojoo,  airpi- 
yeopxo ;  coioleó^oo ;  coin^eó^oo ;  copaineó  joo  ;  ofbpeó^cio,  &c. 
But  these  forms  are  not  found  in  printed  books,  nor  in  the  correct 
Munster  manuscripts»  as  will  be  seen  in  John  Mac  Torna  0*Mul- 
conry's  copy  of  Keating' s  HUtory  of  Ireland^  pp.  20,  44,  78, 
where  troi^eopao,  laiBeopao,  and  aiéeonao,  occur  as  the  futures  of 
co^paim,  I  desire ;  laBpaim,  I  speak ;  and  airnim,  I  know.  Ex- 
amples of  this  future  in  e6,  in  the  penultimate,  also  occur  in  the 
poems  of  the  Munster  bards  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  cen- 
turies, as  in  the  inauguration  Ode  of  Donell  O'Donovan,  by  Mul- 
downy  O^Morrison,  in  1639 : 

^Giipm  focaip  na  n^lún  6\C  cm 
Coipeónaió  o'aip  no  o'éijm. 

^'  The  title  to  the  wealth  of  the  generations  from  whom  he  sprung 
He  will  maintain  by  consent,  or  force.'^ 

GioUa  losa  Mor  Mac  Firbis  often  writes  this  future  é  long,  as 
in  the  poem  addressed  to  Teige  Reagh  O'Dowda,  chief  of  Tireragh, 
in  1417: 

&laó  a  rejlaij  coi^éba. 

^'  The  fame  of  his  household  I  will  extol/' 

IMPERATIVE   MOOD. 

The  second  person  singular  of  this  mood  may  gene- 
rally be  considered  the  root  of  the  verb,  as  jlan,  cleanse 
thou;  bpif,  break  thou.  The  third  person  singular  is 
formed  from  it  by  adding  a6,  or  eaó,  accordingly  as  the 
characteristic  vowel  is  broad  or  slender,  as  jlanaó  f  é, 
let  him  cleanse ;  bpipeab  f  é,  let  him  break.  The  first 
person  plural  by  adding  am,  earn,  amaoip;  the  second, 
ÍÓ  (very  long)  ;  the  third,  aoaoip ,  lOif . 
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CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 


This  mood,  which  has  but  one  tense,  has  an  analytic 
and  synthetic  form. 

The  analytic  is  formed  from  the  future  indicative 
by  changing  paió,  or  pió,  into  paó,  or  peaó,  as  Do 
jlanpao  piao,  they  would  cleanse ;  Do  bpippeaó  pé, 
he  would  break,  &c. 

The  synthetic  form  has  pamn  in  the  first  person 
singular ;  pa  in  the  second ;  but  the  third,  as  before 
remarked,  has  no  synthetic  form.  In  the  first  person 
plural,  the  termination  is  pamaoip,  or  pimip ;  in  the 
second,  paíó,  or  pi6  (very  long) ;  in  the  third,  paOaoip, 
or  paiDíp,  or  pioip. 

Verbs  in  151m,  or  uigim,  and  those  which  form  the 
penultimate  of  the  future  in  eo,  also  form  the  condi- 
tional mood  from  the  future  indicative,  by  changing  the 
final  syllables  to  amn,  for  the  first  person  singular ;  ca, 
for  the  second  ;  ab,  for  the  third,  &c. 

In  ancient  manuscripts,  the  termination  oboo,  or  oBao,  often 
appears  in  this  mood,  as  in  can  nop  claeclobao,  **when  it  would 
change." — Cor  Gloss,,  voce  mananntm. 


INl'INITIVE    MOOD. 


General  Rule. — The  infinitive  mood  is  formed  by 
adding  ab,  or  eab,  to  the  root  of  the  verb,  as  Do 
5lanab,  to  cleanse  ;  t)o  bpipeab,  to  break.  But  it  may 
be  generally  observed,  that  if  there  be  a  diphthong,  or 
triphthong,  closed  by  1  in  the  root,  the  1  is  most  gene- 
rally dropped  in  forming  the  infinitive,  iis  buailini,  I 
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strike,  infin.  bualaó  (not  buaileao**)  ;  loipcini,  I  burn, 
infin.  lopcaó  ;  DoipciTn,  I  spill,  infin.  Dopcab ;  opoui- 
jiTTi,  I  order,  infin.  opoujaó.  When,  however,  i  is  the 
only  vowel  in  the  last  syllable  of  the  root,  the  slender 
inflection  is  used,  as  bpipnn,  I  break,  infin.  bpipeaó  ; 
poillpjini,  inf.  poillf lugaó. 

The  infinitive  mood  is,  however,  variously  formed.  The  fol- 
lowing classification  of  the  modes  of  formation  will  assist  the 
learner. 

1.  Some  verbs  have  their  infinitive  like  the  root,  as : 

caoiD,  to  lament. 

oeapmao,  to  neglect. 

páf ,  to  grow. 

jaipin,  to  call. 

ineap,  to  think,  or  estimate. 

TTiún,  mingere, 

ÓI,  to  drink. 

pir,  to  run. 

pnOTTi,  to  swim. 

rSP'^r»  ^o  rub,  scrape,  sweep,  destroy. 

cappainj,  to  draw. 

cuTplinj,  to  descend''. 

2.  Some  form  the  infinitive  by  dropping  the  i  of  the  root,  or 
making  it  broad,  as  : 


P  The  anonymous  author  of  an 
Irish  Grammar,  lately  published 
in  Dublin,  writes  it  buaileao, 
in  which  he  differs  not  only  from 
all  the  Irish,  but  also  all  the 
Erse  Grammarians,  and  from  the 
spoken  language  in  every  part  of 
Ireland.  His  labours,  however, 
are  well  intended,  and  though 
he  evidently  does  not  understand 
the  genius  of  the  language,  he 


has  collected  many  useful  re- 
marks from  other  writers  on 
Grammar,  and  is  often  original, 
though  sometimes  mistaken. 

**  In  some  parts  of  the  south  of 
Ireland  these  are  made  cappamc 
and  cuiplinc  in  the  spoken  lan- 
guage ;  but  these  forms  are  not 
found  in  correct  printed  books, 
nor  in  the  earlier  Munster  manu- 
scripts. 
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IMPERATIVE. 

coifj,  check, 
cuip,  put. 
pulainj,  suffer, 
juil,  weep, 
pcuip,  cease, 
ceanjail,  bind, 
cocpaip,  wind. 
coipmipc,  forbid, 
cionóil,  gather. 


INFINITIVE. 

oo  cop5,  to  check. 

oo  cup,  to  put. 

d'  F^lany,  to  suffer. 

DO  Jul,  to  weep. 

DO  pcup,  to  cease. 

DO  ceanjal,  to  bind. 

DO  rocpcq^,  to  wind. 

DO  roipmeayx;,  to  forbid. 

DO  cionol,  to  gather. 


3.  Some  suffer  syncope  in  the  penultimate  syllable,  and  drop 
the  cliaracteristic  slender  vowel  of  the  root,  thus  : 


IMPERATIVE. 

caoihain,  protect, 
copain,  defend,  contend, 
pojaip,  warn, 
pojain,  serve, 
pofjail,  open, 
puapjail,  relieve, 
múpjaíl,  awake, 
peacain,  avoid, 
cionpjain,  begin, 
cójaip,  desire. 


INFINITIVE. 

DO  caoTÍinaD. 
DO  copnaiii. 
d'  pójpoD. 
d'  pojnao. 
d'  popjlao. 
d'  puapjlaD. 
DO  mupjloD. 
DO  peacnaó. 
DO  cionpnao. 
DO  rójpaó. 


Most  of  these  verbs  have  infinitives  different  from  those  here 
laid  down,  in  the  spoken  language,  and  in  very  good  manuscripts, 
as  copainc  for  copnaih  ;  pojaipc  for  pójjpaó ;  popjailc  for  popjlaó ; 
mup^ailc  for  mupjlao  ;  peacainc  for  peacnao,  &c.  These  termi- 
nations of  the  infinitive  mood  vary  a  good  deal  throughout  the  pro- 
vinces, and  stand  in  need  of  a  standard.  Many  of  the  terminations 
given  by  Neilson  and  Stewart  would  not  be  understood  in  the 
south  of  Ireland. 

4.  Verbs  in  ui^im  and  131m  make  the  infinitive  in  u^d  and 
lu^ao,  as  : 
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INDICATIVE. 

apouijim,  I  exalt,  root,  apoui  j. 
milpi  jim,  I  sweeten,  root,  milpi^. 
mopuijim,  I  exalt,  root^  mopuij. 
poiUpijim,  I  shew,  root^  poillpi^. 
poiUpijiTTi,  I  shine,  root,  V^^^^X^E- 


INFINITIVE. 

DO  apou jao. 
DO  milpujjao. 
DO  mopiijao. 
d'  poiUpiujao. 
DO  poiUpiujao. 


5.  Some  add  c  to  the  root,  but  these  have  also  a  second  form. 


IMPERATIVE. 

ajaip,  claim, 
ceil,  conceal, 
copain,  defend,  contend, 
cuimil,  rub. 
bajaip,  threaten, 
oibip,  banish, 
copjaip,  slaughter, 
poip,  relieve, 
ppeajaip,  answer, 
imip,  play, 
loobaip,  oiFor. 
labaip,  speak, 
lomaip,  strip,  peel, 
meil,  grind. 
palcaip,  trample, 
miipjail,  awake, 
cabaip,  give, 
peacain,  avoid, 
comail,  eat. 


INFINITIVE. 

d'  ajaipc,  or  ajpaó. 

DO  ceilc. 

DO  co|xiinc,  or  do  copnarii. 

DO  cuimilc. 

do  bajaipc,  bajpao,  or  bajap. 

DO  Díbipc. 

Docopjaipc,  copjpaó,  íjrcopjap. 

d'  póipmc,  or  d'  póipiéin. 

DO  ppecijaipr,  or  ppeajpao. 

imipc. 

DO  loobaipc. 

DO  label  I  pc,  or  labpao. 

DO  lomaipc,  lompoD. 

DO  rfieilc. 

DO  palcaipr,  or'palrpaó. 

DO  TTiiipjailc,  or  liiiipjlaD. 

DO  rcibuipc. 

DO  peacamc,  or  peacnaó. 

DO  romailc. 


6.  Many  add  amain,  or  eaniam,  to  the  root,  as  : 


IMPERATIVE. 

caill,  lose. 
cpeiD,  believe, 
pan,  wait,  stay, 
can,  say,  or  sing, 
cinn,  to  resolve. 


INFINITIVE. 

DO  cailleamain. 

DO  cpeiDeariiain. 

d'  panamam,  or  d'  puipeac. 

DO  canamain,  or  cancain. 

DO  cineamam. 
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IMPERATIVE.  INFINITIVE. 

5m,  beget.  00  jineaniain. 

jeall,  promise.  do  ^eallaTnain. 

lean,  follow.  00  leanamnin. 

cuill,  earn.  00  ruiUeaiiiain,  or  oo  cuilboiin. 

oil,  nurse.  o'oileairiam. 

oip,  fit,  adapt.  o'  oipeamam. 

pjap,  separate.  oo  psapumain. 

These  words  are  sometimes  written  cailleamum,  caiUiomiJin. 
&c.,  and  pronounced  in  most  parts  of  Ireland  as  if  written  cailli- 
liin,  cpeiDiúin,  canúm,  &cc.  In  some  parts  of  Munster  and  South 
Leinster  a  c  is  added  to  this  termination,  as  cailleamainc,  cpeioe- 
aihamc,  jeallcmiamc,  but  this  r  is  seldom  found  in  any  correct 

manuscripts. 

7.  Several  add  ail,  or  bail,  to  the  root,  as, 

IMPERATIVE.  INFINITIVR. 

confab,  keep.  do  conjbuil. 

jab,  take.  do  ^abáil. 

f aj,  find.  d'  Y^^ixA^  or  pájbáil. 

páj,  leave.  d'  pcijbcnl. 

puai^,  sew.  d'  pua^ail. 

CÓ5,  raise.  do  rogbcnl. 

In  all  verbal  nouns  borrowed  from  the  English  this  termination 
is  used  in  the  corrupt  modern  Irish,  as  boiáil,  to  box ;  cicdil,  to 
kick ;  polláil,  to  roll ;  pmúoáil,  to  smooth,  kc. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  in  the  south  of  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  the  infinitive  mood  of  roj,  raise,  is  do  coijean,  and  that 
in  the  dialect  of  Irish  spoken  in  that  county  several  infinitive^  end 
in  an,  as  lecrjan  for  leajao,  to  knock  down ;  léij,  let,  or  permit, 
léijean,  or  lijean;  cpéij,  forsake,  rpeiyean ;  ceilj,  cast,  ceiljean. 
In  other  parts  of  Ireland,  however,  these  are  written  and  pronounced 
lea^amc,  léijmc,  cpéijmc.  Many  such  irregularities  in  forming 
the  infinitive  mood,  or  verbal  noun,  will  be  observed  throughout  the 
provinces,  but  as  they  are  not  found  in  good  manuscripts  they 
should  be  avoided  in  correct  writing. 

2  D 
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8.  Some  add  jjail,  as  : 

IMPERATIVE.  INFINITIVE. 

ppap,  bounce,  jump.  do  ppapjail. 

pecro,  whistle.  d'  peaojail. 

impeap,  contend.  o'  impeap^áil. 

jpáj,  to  cackle.  do  jpayaojail. 

This  termination,  which  is  now  pronounced  aoil  in  the  south- 
east of  Ireland,  occurs  three  times  in  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  to 
wit,  in  the  words  piiapjail,  bonnjail,  and  mealljail. — See  p.  256. 
It  is  frequently  given  by  Peter  Connell  in  his  MS.  Irish  Dictionary. 

9.  Some  add  earn,  or  am,  as  : 

IMPERATIVE.  INFINITIVE. 

cair,  spend.  do  cairearii. 

apcain,  advance,  proceed.  o'  apcnarii. 

Dean,  do.  oo  oeanaiii. 

peir,  await.  d'  peiream. 

cionpcain,  begin.  oo  rionpcnam. 

peap,  stand.  do  pecrpam. 

10.  Some  add  eacc,  or  ace,  as; 

éipr,  listen.  D'éipceacc. 

jluaip,  move.  DojluaipeacrjOrjluapocr. 

caj,  come.  do  reacr. 

imri  j,  go.  D'lmreacc. 

1 1.  A  few  end  in  cam,  or  cam,  as  : 

can,  say,  ar  sing.  do  cancam. 

peap,  pour  out.  d'  peapcam. 

pij,  reach.  do  poccam,  or  pippin. 

maip,  live.  do  mapram,  or  maipeaccan. 

12.  A  few  in  pm,  as  : 

peic,  or  paic,  see.  d'  peicpm,  or  D'paicpm. 

CU15,  understand.  do  cuijpin. 

caipy,  offer.  do  caipjpm. 

P15,  reach.  do  piypm. 

cápaic,  finish.  oo  éáipcpm. 
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13.  The  following  are  irregular  : 

aip5,  plunder,  despoil, 
coppuij,  move, 
cumij,  request, 
eipij,  arise, 
lonnpaij,  approach, 
piappaij,  ask. 
léim,  leap. 
jlaoD,  call, 
jéim,  low. 
lapp,  ask. 
cuic,  fall. 

reapapj,  spare,  save. 
luiD,  lie. 
fuiD,  sit. 
pnij,  spin. 
claoiD,  subdue, 
paoil,  think,  imagine, 
leaj,  knock  down, 
léij,  let,  or  permit, 
ceilj,  cast, 
péac,  look, 
qiéij,  forsake. 


D  apjain. 

coppuije,  or  coppujuo. 

DO  cuinyiD, 

D*  eipijiD,  D*  eipjiD. 

d'  lonnpaijiD. 

d'  piappai  jiD. 

oo  léimniD,  léimneac. 

DO  jlaoDQc. 

DO  jéimneac, 

d'  lappaiD. 

DO  ruicim. 

DO  reapapjain. 

DO  luióe. 

DO  puióe. 

DO  pnije. 

DO  claoióe. 

DO  paoileaccain. 

DO  leajan,  or  do  leajao. 

DO  léijean,  or  do  léijmc. 

DO  ceiljean,  or  do  reiljinc. 

d'  péacam,  or  D'péacamc. 

DO  rpéijean,  or  do  rpéijmc 


Passive  Voice. 

There  is  no  distinction  of  number  or  person  in  the 
tenses  of  the  passive  voice,  and,  as  already  observed, 
the  personal  pronouns  connected  with  it  are  always  in 
what  is  considered  to  be  the  accusative  case. 


INDICATIVE    MOOD. 


The  present  tense  is  formed  from  the  root  by  adding 
cap  or  reap,  cap  or  ceap,  as  meallcap,  is  deceived ; 
bpipceap,  is  broken;  lubcap,  is  bent;  apouijceap,  is 
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manuscripts.  It  should,  however,  be  confessed,  that  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  and  some  other  parts  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  the  passive 
participle  is  pronounced  slender  in  a  few  verbs,  of  which  the  cha- 
racteristic vowel  is  broad,  as  cpocca,  pronounced  cpocre ;  leacca, 
spread,  pronounced  leacce ;  mearca,  decayed,  stunted,  pronounced 
mecicre.  But  this  is  most  decidedly  a  corruption,  for  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Connaught,  and  in  the  western  portion  of  Munster,  the  c 
in  these  words  is  pronounced  with  its  proper  broad  sound.  It  should 
be  remarked  also,  that  the  c  in  this  termination  is  frequently  as- 
pirated in  Kerry,  and  parts  of  Cork,  in  positions  where  it  has  its 
radical  sound  in  most  other  counties,  as  jeallca,  promised,  pro- 
nounced gealllia ;  meallra,  deceived,  pronounced  nieallha.  But 
in  all  other  parts  of  Ireland  the  c  has  its  radical  sound  after  c,  o, 
5,  l,ll,  n,  nn,  p,  r,  as  cpocca,  hanged,  or  suspended;  ppocca,  emas- 
culated; búiDce,  drowned;  pppéióce,  spread;  puijce,  absorbed; 
bpúi^re,  bruised;  molca,  praised;  meallca,  deceived;  oéanca, 
done;  capca,  twisted;  bpipce,  broken;  olincce,  closed.  But  in 
verbs  in  i^im,  or  ui  jim,  which  make  the  future  in  eocoo,  and  in 
all  verbs  of  which  the  root  terminates  in  b,  c,  o,  5,  m,  p,  p,  c,  the 
c  is  aspirated,  whether  the  characteristic  vowel  be  broad  or  slender, 
as  lubra,  bent ;  peacra,  bowed  ;  ^peaora,  lashed  ;  qiéijce,  for- 
saken ;  beunnuijce,  blest;  comra,  dipped;  pcaipce,  scattered; 
lomapca,  peeled ;  peapcra,  entombed.  The  exceptions  to  these 
rules  will  be  found  to  be  very  few,  if  any,  in  the  present  spoken 
language,  except,  as  above  remarked,  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  where 
the  c  is  generally  aspirated  in  the  passive  participle,  without  much 
regard  to  the  consonant  which  precedes  it,  but  this  is  contrary  to 
the  rules  of  euphony,  and  should  not  be  imitated,  or  taken  into 
consideration,  in  fixing  a  standard  pronunciation  for  this  language. 
AVhen  the  root  terminates  in  o,  or  c,  the  ca,  or  ce,  may  or  may 
not  be  aspirated,  as  both  consonants  have  nearly  the  sound  of  a 
single  c ;  but  it  is,  perhaps,  better  to  aspirate  the  participial  c  for 
the  sake  of  system. 

INFINITIVK  MOOD. 

This  mood  has  no  synthetic  form,  but  is  expressed. 


TVm^  , 
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the  future  indicative  active,  as  rheaUpaió,  would  be 
deceived ;  bjiif  píóe,  would  be  broken. 

Verbs  in  uijim,  and  those  which  have  eo  in  the 
penultimate  of  the  future  indicative  active,  form  the 
conditional  mood  from  the  future  indicative  active,  by 
changing  ao  into  aióe,  as  poillpijim,  I  shew ;  poill- 
peocao,  I  will  shew;  o' poillpeocaióe,  it  would  be 
shewn,  inmpim,  I  tell;  fut.  inneopat),  I  will  tell; 
condit.  o'  inneopaióe,  it  would  be  told ;  impim,  I  play ; 
fut.  imeopat),  I  will  play ;  condit.  o'  imeopaióe,  it 
would  be  played. 

The  passive  participle  is  formed  by  adding  ca,  ca  ; 
ce,  ce,  to  the  root,  as  meallca,  deceived;  lubca,  bent; 
bpipce,  broken;  poillpijre,  shewn. 

Verbs  in  151m,  or  uisim,  always  aspirate  the  c,  as 
opouijim,  I  order,  passive  participle  opDuijre ;  as  do 
also  many  others  for  the  sake  of  euphony. 

In  the  Erse,  or  Scottish  dialect  of  this  language,  the  i  is  never 
aspirated  in  the  passive  participle ;  but  it  is  marked  with  a  decided 
aspiration  in  the  oldest  Irish  manuscripts,  as  ocup  in  hicc  in  cpa- 
paijche  pn  cucao  Ropf  copp  do  h  Ua  Suanaij,  "and in  satisfaction 
for  this  profanation,  Ross  Corr  was  given  to  Ua  Suanaigh." — L, 
Breac,  fol.  35,  b  ;  ap  mer  in  rpopaiyce,  *'  for  the  greatness  of  the 
profanation,"  Ibid.;  and  it  has  always  its  slender  sound  in  the  Erse, 
whether  the  characteristic  vowel  of  the  root  be  broad  or  slender. 
Stewart,  therefore,  recommends  the  termination  of  the  passive 
participle  to  be  always  written  ie^  without  regard  to  the  charac- 
teristic vowel.  But  this  is  not  admissible  in  Irish ;  for  the  ter- 
mination of  the  passive  participle  is  pronounced  broad  or  slender 
according  to  the  last  vowel  of  the  root,  as  bpip,  break,  pass, 
part,  bpipce  ;  ol,  drink,  pass.  part,  olca,  drank  (not  oilte,  as  in  the 
modern  Erse)  ;  and  the  c  is  frequently  aspirated,  even  in  the  oldest 


I. — Cáim,  I  am. 


Singular. 

Plural. 

1      o 

1.  ccnm. 

2.  cúip. 

3.  CÚ  ]^é. 

1.  camaoiD. 

2.  cacao  1. 

3.  cáiD. 

• 

S;  13    S 
2  c  (« 

1.  bíó-im. 

2.  -ip. 

3.  -eann,  or  bionn  pé. 

1.  bíTnío 

2.  bící. 

3.  bÍD. 

Indicative  M 

• 

a 
■** 
•^^ 

o 

4-) 

Qi 

Wi 

&4 

1.  bÍD-eap. 

2.  bÍD-ip. 

3.  bí  pé. 

1.  bíomap. 

2.  bíobap. 

3.  bíooap. 

1 

3 
"S*  — <      • 

sis 

o 

1.  bÍD-inn. 

2.  -reci. 

3.  -eaó,  or  bíoD  pé. 

1.  bímíp. 

2.  b.cí. 

3.  bíDÍp. 

• 

3 

1.  biao. 

2.  biaip. 

3.  bia,  or  biaió  pé. 

1.  biamaoio. 

2.  biacaoi. 

3.  biaiD. 

Subjunctive  Mood. 

V    en 

1.  jo  b-puil-im. 

2.  -ip. 

3.  -pé. 

1.  50  b-puil-imíD. 

2.  -cí. 

3.                             -ID. 

t 

1.  jo  in-bíó-im. 
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2.  50  m-biaip. 

3.  50  m-biaiD  pé. 

1.  50  m-biamaoiD. 

2.  ^o  m-biQcaoi. 

3.  50  Tn-biaiD. 

Imperative 
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3.  bÍDeao,  or  bíoó  pé. 
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Conditional 
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Section  7. — Irregulcar  Verbs. 

There  are  eleven  irregular,  or  more  properly  de- 
fective verbs  in  this  language,  viz.,  beipim,  I  give; 
beipim,  I  bear ;  cim,  I  see ;  cluimni,  I  hear ;  ocanaim, 
I  do;  nfm,  or  snfm,  I  do  ;  Deipim,  I  say ;  pa^aiin,  I 
find;  pijim,  I  reach;  céióim,  I  go;  npm,  I  come. 

0*MoIloy  and  Mac  Curtin  tell  ua  that  the  irregular  verbs  of 
this  language  are  very  numerous,  and  mostly  heteroclites,  subject 
to  no  genersd  rules ;  but  it  is  now  quite  evident  that  neither  of 
these  writers  had  given  the  subject  sufficient  consideration ;  for 
the  fact  is,  that  there  are  but  eleven  irregular  verbs,  and  these 
certainly  not  more  difficult  to  be  learned  or  remembered  than  ibe 
irregular  verbs  of  any  ancient  or  modem  language  of  Europe. 
O'MoUoy  writes :  ^*  Verborum  alia  variantur  valdé  apud  Hibemos, 
velut  heteroclita,  et  diuersimodé,  ita  vt  vniversalis  regula  pro  eijs 
nequit  dari,  adeoque  insistendum  sit  Auctoribus  vbique  probatis. 
Alia  autem  in  suis  manentia  formis,  aliquando  personaliter,  ali- 
quando  temporaliter,  interdum  modaliter,  nonnunqnam  numeraliter 
mutantur,  aliqualibus  circa  vltimas,  vel  penultimas  syllabas  factis 
variatiunculis."  He  then  gives  an  example  of  the  verb  f^iobhuim, 
scribOf  and  adds  :  *'  Heteroclita  sunt  multa,  vt  a  caim,  oeipim,  do 
pooh,  DO  cimh*'  [read  do  chim],  **  vbi  et  vsus  mazime,  et  autho- 
ritas  obseruanda." — Grammatica  Latino-Hibemica,  pp.  124,125. 
126.  It  happens,  however,  that  in  Irish  there  are,  strictly  speak* 
ing,  no  irregular  verbs  at  all.  The  eleven  verbs  above  given  are 
defective  rather  than  irregular.  All  other  verbs  are  perfectly  re- 
gular in  cUl  their  moods  and  tenses — not  like  the  regular  verbs  in 
Latin,  very  many  of  which  are  irregular  in  their  preterperfect 
tenses  and  supines ;  and  even  the  eleven  so  called  irregular  verbs 
of  the  Irish  are  perfectly  regular  in  their  numbers  or  i>er8ons; 
their  irregularity  consists  only  in  this,  that  they  want  certain  tenses, 
which  they  borrow  from  certain  other  verbs,  which  are  themselves 
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regular,  as  Beipim,  I  give,  which  borrows  some  of  its  tenses  from 
the  verb  ciijaim,  and  some  from  cabpaim ;  also  oeipim,  I  saw, 
which  borrows  some  parts  from  abpaim,  and  some  from  páióim ; 
cím,  I  see,  which  borrows  from  peicim,  &c. 

I. — bheipim,  cujaiin,  or  cabpaim,  I  give. 

Active  Voice. 

The  present,  and  consuetudinal  present  indicative, 
and  the  conditional  mood,  of  the  three  verbs,  are  still  in 
use,  and  are  perfectly  regular.  The  past  tense  is  that 
of  rugami  only.  The  consuetudinal  past  is  taken  both 
from  beipim  and  rugaim ;  the  future  from  beipim  and 
cabpaim,  which  last  has  a  double  form  in  the  future, 
differing  chiefly  in  spelling.  The  imperative  is  from 
cabpaim  and  cugaim,  and  the  infinitive  from  cabpaim 
only. 

INDICATIVE   MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  beipim.  1.  beipimio, 

2.  beipip.  2.  beiprt. 

3.  beip  \é,  3.  BeipiD. 

The  analytic  form  of  this  tense  is  beip  me,  beip  co,  beip  pé, 

&c. 

Cujaim  and  cabpaim  are  also  in  use,  and  the  persons  are  regu- 
lar, like  molaim. 

Example, — Oip  ni  cujamaoio  an  onoip  ólisreap  oo  Dhia 
amam  o'  aon  oile,  "  for  we  do  not  give  the  honour  which  is  due  to 
God  alone  to  any  one  else." — Lucerna  Fidelium^  p.  195. 

Consuetudinal  Present, 
beipeann  me,  I  usually  give,  &c. 
Uu^ann  and  cabpann  are  in  use,  and  are  quite  regular. 
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Simple  Past. 

8IXGULÁR.  PLURAL. 

1.  éu^p.  1,  cu^amap. 

2.  cujaip.  2.  cujaBop. 

3.  éu^  pé.  3,  «hi^ooop. 

In  ancient  writings,  bepc,  the  now  obsolete  preterite  of  Beipim, 
and  cxxpo,  capac,  ^t;apcaip,  and  cue,  are  used  for  ru^,  or  ru^ 
fey  he  gave;  also  cucpac,  oopopac,  and  bepcpac,  for  cu^oocqi, 
they  gave,  as  in  the  following  examples:  c:áinic  an  pf^,  ocup 
DO  paqH>m  a  peip  t>o  phacpaic  6  beolu,  ocup  ni  copuc  o  cpioiu, 
**  the  king  came  and  gave  his  own  demand  to  Patrick  by  word 
of  mouth,  but  did  not  ffive  it  from  his  heart,"  Leabhar  Breae^ 
foL  14y  a,  a ;  do  Bepc  buiUe  do  hu^o  j^up  Bean  a  ceann  oe,  *<he 
gave  Hugo  a  blow,  so  that  he  cut  off  his  head»"  Annals  of  the 
Four  MoBterSy  A.  D.  1 186 ;  <<  Copmac  Cap  eucupconp  cor  Samna 
d'  6ochaiD  Qbpacpuao,  ^*  Cormac  Cas  fought  the  battle  of  Samh- 
ain  against  Eochaidh  Abhratruadh,"  Book  ofLúmore^  fol.  209 ; 
nf  eopopoe  lapum  muinnnp  uaiBpec  in  pi^  nac  ppea;^pa  puippi, 
"  but  the  proud  people  of  the  king  gave  her  no  answer,"  Battle  of 
Magh  Bathy  p>  18 ;  cucpac  a  laiha  'mon  cloich,  '^  they  brought 
their  hands  about  the  Btone^"  Book  of  Lismoref  foL219,  a;  do 
beapcpac  pciac  cap  lopcc,  "  they  covered  the  retreat,"  literally, 
**  they  placed  a  shield  on  the  track  (of  the  retreat),"  Annals  of  the 
Four  Masters^  A.  D.  1434.  When  the  particle  po  is  prefixed  in 
this  tense,  the  c  is  often  dropped  from  cue,  as  pouc  [.i.  po  cue] 
nech  ell  in  bpech  pemi,  "  another  person  passed  the  sentence  be- 
fore him,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  6pech. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SIKOULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  beipinn.  1.  Beipiinip. 

2.  beipceá.  2.  Beipcf. 

3.  BeipeoD  pé.  3.  Beipiofp. 

The  first  person  plural  is  often  Beipmfp,  as  in  the  following 
example :  cac  páma  do  Bepmfp  illoch  Ceaihnacca  co  cocpon  a 
mup-jpian  miUpen  pop  uaccap,  "  every  oar  which  we  used  to  put 
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into  Loch  Leamhnachta  used  to  raise  the  sweets  of  the  bottom  to 
the  surface,"  Mac  Conglinn'a  Dream ^  in  Leabhar  Breac, 

Cu^inn  is  also  used,  and  is  quite  regular. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  béappoD.  1.  béapamaoiD. 

2.  béappaip.  2.  béappaíó. 

3.  béappaiD  pé.  3.  béappaio. 

Cabappao,  from  cabaip  (pronounced  tourhad),  which  is  quite 
regular  in  its  persons,  is  the  form  now  in  use  in  the  south  of  Ire- 
land ;  but  another  form  cmbpao,  also  from  rabaip,  and  regular  in 
its  persons,  was  used  by  the  Munster  poets  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  as  in  the  following  stanza  from  the  inauguration  ode  of 
Daniel  O'Donovan,  composed  by  Muldowny  0' Morrison,  about  the 
year  1639: 

Ni  riubpa  uaoa  an  ondip, 
Inriie  ip  Dual  o'  O'Donnabdin. 

Keating  and  several  other  writers  make  the  form  derived  from 
beipim,  DO  X>é\\  in  the  first  person  singular  of  the  future  tense, 
without  adding  the  termination  pao,  as  t)o  bép  ropac  na  ponna 
po  Do'n  mhioe,  "  I  shall  give  the  first  place  in  this  division  to 
Meath,"  Hist,  IreLj  p.  23 ;  t)o  bep  leam  ru,  **  I  shall  take  thee 
with  me,'*  Id,y  p.  70;  and  bépam-ne  in  the  first  person  plural, 
emphatic  form,  as  ni  pa  mapba  lac  icip,  ol  piac,  ace  puain-bpeacc 
peaccmame  do  pac  m  Dpai  poppa,  ocup  do  bépam-ne  do  piDipiu 
op  culai,  "  they  are  not  dead  at  all,  said  they,  but  the  druid  has 
brought  on  them  a  magical  sleep  for  a  week,  but  we  shall  bring 
them  back  again,'*  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  175. 

IMPERATIVE   MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 1.  cabpamaoip. 

2,  cabaip.  2.  cabpaíó. 

3.  cabpaó  pé.  3.  cabpaiDíp. 
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The  form  from  cujaim  is  cuj,  which  is  regular  throughout  the 
persons.  It  is  now  very  seldom  used  in  the  spoken  Irish,  but  it 
frequently  occurs  in  ancient  writings,  written  cue,  as  Na  cue  h'aipe 
pe  p'ST^^  aiDce,  for  the  modern  no  caBaip  c'aipe  cl\\  jf'fxh  oíóce, 
"  do  not  give  heed  to  nocturnal  visions,"  Battle  of  Magh  Ragh^ 
p.  8. 

SUBJUNCTIVE  MOOD. 

The  subjunctive  mood  is  always  the  same  as  the 
indicative. 

Example, — ^Deipemione  50  o-cujcaoi  an  meap  oppa  nac 
olijreap  ace  do  Dhia  amain,  "  we  say  that  ye  give  them  [the 
saints]  the  honour  which  is  not  due,  except  to  God  alone."— 
Lucema  Fidelium,  p.  20G. 

CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  béappamn.  1.  béappamaoip. 

2.  béappá.  2.  béuppaíó. 

3.  béappaó  pé.  3.  béappaioíp. 

The  form  from  rabpaim  is  either  rabappainn,  or  nubpamn, 
both  which  are  regular  throughout  the  persons. 

O'Molloy  writes  the  first  person  plural  of  this  mood,  beupmaoip, 
without  the  characteristic  p,  as  mup  nac  paibe  oioluioeacc  ajainn 
péin  00  beupmaoip  uainn,  "  because  we  ourselves  had  not  a  suffi- 
cient satisfaction  which  we  might  give  from  us,"  Lucema  FidC' 
lium^  pp.  45,  46  ;  and  he  as  often  writes  it  50  o-ciubpamaoip,  as 
a  j-cóp  50  D-nubpamaoip  ouic,  "  in  case  we  should  grant  to  thee,*' 
Id.,  p.  297.  In  ancient  and  some  modern  writings  the  third  person 
singular  is  often  written  cibpeo  and  capcao  (the  final  d  generally 
left  unaspirated),  and  the  third  person  plural  bépoaíp,  or  bep- 
oaoip,  and  cibpicíp,  as  po  pecap-pa,  ol  m  ben,  ni  nac  cibpeo 
Doic,  *'  I  know,  said  the  woman,  a  thing  which  he  would  not 
give  thee,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  J'^^P^  >  a^  bepc  ppi  púqiaic  oul 
1  n-Q  n-DiaiD  co  Ceampaiy  co  cxxpcao  a  piap  do  h-i  piaonuipe 
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pep  n-6penD,  "  he  told  Patrick  to  go  after  them  to  Tara,  that  he 
might  give  him  his  demand  in  the  presence  of  the  men  of  Ireland," 
Leabhar  Breac,  fol.  14,  a,  a;  cinnup  do  bépoaoif  oluije  no 
Dianpjaoileao  oppa,  "  how  they  would  bring  dispersion  or  scatter- 
ing upon  them,**  ^nn.  Four  Masters y  A.  D.  1570  ;  co  na  cibpacip 
DÓl  lai  na  aioci  duic;  me  péin  nl  concibép,  "so  that  they  should 
not  give  thee  respite  for  a  day  or  night;  myself  will  not  give  it/' 
Leabhar  Br eacy  fol.  107. 

INFINITIVE  MOOD. 

DO  cabal pc. 

This  is  the  usual  spelling  in  the  modern  language,  but  it  is  pro- 
nounced in  the  south  of  Ireland  as  if  written  do  hou-irt,  and  in  the 
north  as  if  oo  coipc. 

Passivb  Voice. 

In  the  passive  voice  the  present  indicative  and  con- 
suetudinal  past  are  from  beipim  and  cusaim  ;  the  pre- 
terite from  cugaim  only;  the  future  indicative,  and  the 
consuetudinal  mood,  from  beipim  and  cabpaim;  and 
the  imperative  from  all  three. 

As  the  persons  of  the  passive  voice  are  formed  quite 
regularly,  by  adding  the  pronouns  me,  cii,  é,  &c.,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  do  more  than  give  the  funda- 
mental form  in  each  tense. 


INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

beipreap 
cujrap 


J-  me,  éú,  é,  &c. 


The  regular  present  passive  of  this  verb  is  beipreap,  but  it  is 
often  written  bepop  in  old  manuscripts,  without  the  characteristic 
c,  as  bepap  biao  do,  **  food  is  given  to  him,"  Cor,  Gloss.y  voce 

2  V 
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lerech.  Qrajap,  or  arnajap,  is  often  found  in  old  writings  as  if 
a  form  of  this  tense,  as  acnajap  biao  ooib,  "food  was  given  to 
them,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  10;  acnajap  Scoca  do  TTIiIid, 
"  Scota  was  given  [in  marriage]  to  Milidh,"  Book  of  Ballymote^ 
fol.  1 1  ;  acajup  réra  ocup  pepeoa  do,  *'  ropes  and  cords  were 
given  to  him,  "  Leahhur  Brcac,  fol.  108.  But  it  should  not  be 
assumed  as  a  positive  certainty  that  acnajap  is  a  form  of  cujaim, 
though  it  unquestionably  means  "  was  given." 

Sbnple  Past. 
cujaó  me,  cu,  é,  &c. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 
beiprioe,  or  cujraioe  me,  cu,  é,  &c. 

The  simple  past  tense  is  variously  written  cucao,  cuccha,  bpear, 
and  even  pucao.  The  first  of  which  forms  is  exemplified  in  the 
following  sentence:  Ocup  amail  ip  a  n-uaccap  Slébi  Sma  cucao 
call  pechc  do  fHacu  Ippael,  pic  po  poiUpij  in  SpipacNoeb  moui 
a  jlanpúine  do  na  h-appcalaib  i  njpianan  po-apo  Sléibi  Siom,  .i. 
ip  m  cenoacail,  thus  translated  in  the  original  MS. :  *^  et  sicut  lea: 
in  sublimi  Montis  Sinai  loco  tradlta  est,  ita  Spiritus  Sanctus  in 
cenaculo primitias  spirt tualiujii  misteriorum  aperuit^''  Leahhar 
BreaCy  fol.  27,  a,  a.  For  examples  of  the  other  forms,  see  Cor, 
Gloss, y  vocibus  Cecec  and  Coin  poDoipne. 

Future  Tense. 
béappap     "1 

^  }>  me,  c  ,  e,  pinn,  or  inn,  &c. 


ciobapcap 
cibépcep 


J 


Examples  of  the  first  four  forms  are  common  in  Irish  books. 
O'MoUoy  writes  ciobapcap,  as  cpeuD  lao  na  beoa  ap  a  o-ciobapcap 
bpeac  an  uaip  pi  ?  '*  who  are  the  living  on  whom  sentence  shall 
be  passed  at  this  time,"  Lucerna  Fideliufn,  p.  50.  The  form 
cibepcep  often  occurs  in  old  manuscripts,  as  in  the  Battle  of 
Magh  Sath^  cobap  biao  oun,  ol  lao,  ma  cá  lib.    Ip  cubup  oún, 
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ol  peccaipe  mpij,  ni  nbéprep,  <*give  U8  food,  said  they,  if  ye 
have  it.  By  our  word,  said  the  king's  steward,  it  shall  not  be 
given,"  Battle  ofMagh  Bathy  p.  22. 

IMPERATIVE   MOOD. 

beipreap " 

cujcap      .  me,  CÚ,  é,  &c. 

cabapcapj 

CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 
Béappaióe 


beappaioe    i      ,      *    *    « 

raoappaioe  J 


The  forms  capocai  and  rapra  are  very  frequently  found  in  the 
best  manuscripts  for  this  mood,  as  oia  capocai  oo  neach  ele  h-é, 
**  if  it  should  be  given  to  any  one  else,"  Battle  of  Magh  Bath^ 
p.  58;  ocup  po  popconjpao  la  6pernu  na  capca  oipcne  do 
JJaeoelu,  **  and  it  was  ordered  by  the  Britons  that  no  oircne  [lap- 
dog]  should  be  given  to  the  Gaels,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  mojBime. 

II. — beipim,  I  bear,  or  bring  forth. 

This  verb  takes  the  simple  past  tense  of  the  active 
voice  from  an  obsolete  verb  pujaim,  which  is,  perhaps, 
an  amalgamation  of  po  and  cuj,  for  ru5aim  also  means 
to  bear,  or  bring  forth  ;  in  other  respects  it  is  regular. 

Active  Voice. 

indicative  mood. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  beipim.  I.  beipimio. 

2.  beipip.  2.  beipciD. 

3.  beipiD  pi.  3.  beipiD. 

Simple  Pant. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pujap.  1,  pu^amap. 

2.  pujaip.  2.  pujabap. 

3.  pujpi.  3.  piijaoap. 
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Example* — Cuj  Ipial  pjiar  rap  lop5  cap  éip  a  ihuincipe,  50 
puj  lomplán  leip  lao,  lap  mapBao  mopán  oo'n  opoinj  00  lean  é. 
"  Irial  covered  the  retreat  after  his  people,  so  that  he  brought  them 
safe,  after  having  slain  many  of  those  who  pursued  him,"  Battle 
of  Rosnaree  ;  puccpac  oponj  do  mumcip  Ui  Rajallaij  pop  Uil- 
liam  oe  Cac},  <*  some  of  O'Reilly's  people  overtook  William  de 
Lacy,"  A?m,  Four  Mast, ^  A.  D.,  1233. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  beipinn.  1.  beipimip. 

2.  beipceu.  2.  beipri. 

3.  beipeao  pé.  3.  beipioíp. 

Future  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  béappao.  1.  béappamaoio. 

2.  béappaip.  2.  béappaíó. 

3.  béappaiD  pé.  3.  béappaio. 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAI- 

1.  .  .  .  1.  beipiTTiip,  or 

beipeamaoip. 

2.  beip.  2.  beipíó. 

3.  beipeaó  pé.  3.  beipioíp. 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

Is  like  tlie  Indicative. 

CONDITIONAL   MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  béappainn.  1.  béappamaoip. 

2.  béapfú.  2.  béappaíó. 

3.  béappao  pé.  3.  béappaioíp. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 
DO  bpeic. 
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y:  Passive  Voice. 

"^  INDICATIVE     MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

,  beipreap  me,  ru,  é,  &c. 

de  Consuetudinal  Past, 

beipri  me,  ru,  é,  &c. 

This  tense  is  often  written  bepca  in  old  manuscripts)  as  Cfp  do 
bepca  á  pepaib  Gpeno  cup  m  loc  pin,  "  tribute  used  to  be  brought 
by  the  men  of  Ireland  to  that  place,"  Cor,  Gloss. ^  voce  Caipel. 

Future  Tense, 
béappap  me,  ru,  é,  &c. 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 

beipreap  me,  cu,  é,  &c. 

CONDITIONAL    MOOD. 
bJappaíóe  me,  cu,  é,  kc. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 

DO  beir  beipre. 

Passive  Participle, 
beipre. 

III. — Chim,  cióim,  paicim,  or  peicin),  I  see. 

In  this  verb,  in  the  active  voice,  the  simple  past 
tense  is  from  an  obsolete  verb,  connapcaim,  or  com- 
oeapcaim.  The  imperative,  subjunctive,  conditional, 
and  infinitive  moods  are  from  peicim,  and  the  remain- 
der from  ciDim,  or  cim. 

In  the  passive  voice,  the  simple  past  tense  is  also 
taken  from  connapcaim.  The  other  tenses  and  moods 
from  both  cióim  and  peicim. 
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Active  Voice, 

indicative  mood. 
Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cíóim,  or  cim.  1.  ciomio,  or  cimio. 

2.  ciDip,  or  cip.  2.  CÍDC1,  or  cící. 

3.  ciD  f e,  or  ci  fé.  3.  cíóio,  or  cío. 

This  verb  is  pronounced  ctm  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  parts 
of  Meath,  and  is  sometimes  so  written  by  local  writers,  as  cim 
uaim  ap  bhmn  6haile  Phobaip  meipje  Cbumn  Ui  ChonchoBaip, 
**I  see  from  me,  on  the  hill  of  Fore,  the  standard  of  Conn  0' Conor," 
MS,  penes  auctorem.  But  no  ancient  or  correct  authority  has 
been  found  for  this  form.  The  first  person  singular  is  often  written 
ciu,  instead  of  cim,  as  f  ocaioe  a  ciu,  "  a  host  I  see,*'  Book  of 
Leinster^  fol.  105;  and  the  second  and  third  persons  singular  are 
written  chi,  as  peapjaijchep  ^oejaipe  oc  chi  in  cenio,  "Loeghaire 
becomes  enraged  when  he  sees  the  fire,"  Leabhar  Breac^  fol.  14, 
a, a;  Imn  Cuimnig  in  linn  polopmop  uc  ac  cbi,  "  that  luminous 
water  thou  seest  is  the  river  ofLuimnech."  But  it  is  probable 
that  in  these  latter  instances,  chi  is  intended  as  the  analytic  form 
of  the  verb,  and  that  cú  and  pé  are  left  understood. 

Consuetndinal  Present. 
cíóeann  me,  cú,  pé,  &c. 

Past  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  connapcap.  1.  concamap. 

2.  connapcaip.  2.  concubap. 

3.  connaipc  pé.  3.  concaDap. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cíóinn.  I.  cíómíp. 

2.  cÍDceá.  2.  cÍDcÍD. 

3.  cfoeao  pe.  3.  ctóDíp. 

Or,  cínn,  cíceú,  &c.,  without  the  ó  in  the  middle. 
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The  simple  past  tense  of  this  verb  is  often  written  connaic  in 
liie  best  manuscripts,  a  form  obviously  compounded  of  con,  an 
intensitive  prefix,  like  the  Latin  con^  and  paic,  as  is  connaipc  of 
con,  and  oeapc,  to  look,  or  view ;  Greek,  ai/om».  Examples  of  con- 
naipc  are  very  common  in  every  Irish  book.  The  following  example 
of  connuic,  which  corresponds  with  the  Latin  eonspexii^  will  be 
sufficient :  oo  connuic  cléipec  pinnliac  a  n-opfom  na  h-eaj;cnlpi, 
ocuf  leaBop  'na  p laónuipe,  ^*  he  saw  a  fair-grey  cleric  at  the  jamb 
of  the  church,  and  a  book  before  him/'  Book  ofFermoy.  Various 
barbaric  forms  of  the  personal  inflections  of  the  plural  will  be 
found  throughout  the  provinces,  as  connaipceamaip,  cnuiceamaip, 
&c.,  we  saw;  but  these  should  not  be  introduced  into  correct 
writing. 

Future  Tense. 

STNGULAB.  PLUBAL. 

1.  ctopeGR).  1.  ciDpimio,  or  cfpimaoiD. 

2.  cfópip.  2.  ciópirió. 

3.  ciopiD  pé.  3.  ciopiD. 

Or,  cfpeao,  cfpip,  &c.,  without  the  ó  in  the  middle. 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 1.  peicimfp,  or  peicimio. 

2.  peic.  2.  peicfo. 

3.  peiceao  pé.  3.  peicioíp. 

Haliday  makes  pec  the  imperative  mood  of  this  verb,  but  this 
is  decidedly  a  different  verb,  signifying  view,  or  look.  The  Rev. 
Paul  O'Brien,  who  had  a  good  vernacular  knowledge  of  Irish,  cor- 
rects Haliday  in  this  instance,  for  he  says  in  his  Irish  Grammar, 
p.  145,  that  this  verb  takes  its  imperative  and  infinitive  moods  and 
participles  from  f  eicim,  /  aee^  and  not  from  f  éacaim,  /  view. 

SUBJUNCTIVE   MOOD. 

Haliday  makes  nf  paicim  the  subjunctive  mood  of  this  verb, 
which  is  correct  according  to  the  present  spoken  language  ;  that  is. 
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the  fonn  pa  m,  or  peicim,  is  now  used  instead  of  cióim,  after  nf, 
nacy  &c« ;  but  pcncim,  or  peicim,  is  as  often  used  in  the  indicative 
as  cioim.  pcncim  is  inflected  in  this  mood  like  a  regular  verb, 
and  it  is  therefore  unnecessary  to  give  its  tenses  here,  as  mup  nac 
5-paicpéió  ^úif  oe  oo  ffop,  *^  where  ye  shall  never  see  the  face 
of  Qod,"  O'Mollay^  in  Lueema  Fidelium^  p.  51 ;  a  ou6aipe  m 
pij;  pia  muineip  oipipfó  bee  co  paicem,  ocup  co  peapam  cia  pon 
ot^UinHy  *'  the  king  said  to  his  people,  wait  a  little  till  we  see  and 
know  whom  wa  address,"  Booh  of  Fermoy^  foL  30« 


CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 

o' 

o' 


>*paicpinn>     ,.  -        ^     cfopinn^   „   ^  ^  , 

,,      ^      J.  D'paicpea,  &c.     Or,   .,  V  cfpiéeá,  &c. 

>'peicpinnj      ^      ^     ^  cipmn  J  * 


Qp  ac  maic  oo  roióBpiuó  ocup  c'páipcpiu  pop  nac  ni  az  cipi- 
reá,  ^*  for  good  is  thy  survey  and  examination  of  whatsoever  thou 
shouldst  see,"  Battle  of  Ma^h  Bath^  p.  24 ;  oa  p^uDODaoip  na 
neice  oeipmio  do  cipiotp,  &c.,  "  if  they  would  examine  the  things 
we  say,  they  would  see,''  &c.,  Lueema  Fidelium,  p.  260. 

INFINITIVE  MOOD. 

o'paicpin,  or  o'peicpn. 

Dr.  Neilson  writes  the  infinitive  mood  of  this  verb  poiceal 
throughout  his  dialogues,  which  is  the  corrupt  modern  form  used 
in  Ulster,  and  the  greater  part  of  Connaught;  but  in  conju- 
gating  the  verb  he  makes  it  paicpn.  Throughout  the  south  of 
Ireland  peicpn,  or  peicpinc,  is  used,  but  pronounced  peipcin,  or 
peipcme,  by  metathesis. 

Passive  Voice, 
indicative  mood. 

Present  Tense. 

cfoceop  1 

paicceap  I  me,  éd,  é,  &c. 

peicrep  J 
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Simple  Past» 

'         J.  me,  cu,  e,  &c. 
conncaó      ) 

Consuetudinal  Past, 

ciori       )      JL      '   A   ft 
D  paicri  ) 

Conccq^  is  often  used  impersonally,  as  in  the  following  sentence 
by  O'Molloy,  in  the  dedication  of  his  Lucerna  Fidelium  :  uime 
y\x\  DO  conncap  oarhpa,  &c,,  an  oiopjan  beaj  po  o'ainmniujaó 
óiBpi,  "  wherefore  it  seemed  [proper]  to  me,  &c.,  to  dedicate  this 
little  Fasciculus  to  you." 

Future  Tense. 


ciopeop 

paicpeap 

peicpecq^ 


►  me,  CÚ,  é,  &c. 


IMPERATIVE   MOOD. 


paicreap 
peicreap 


'       >  me,  CÚ,  é,  &CC. 


SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 
50  b-peicreap  me,  &c. 

Past  Tense. 
50  b-peacao  me,  &c. 

Consuetudinal  Past, 
50  b-peicri  me,  &c. 

Future  Tense, 
50  b-peicpeap  me,  &c. 

CONDITIONAL   MOOD. 

D'paicpíóe,  or  D'peicpioe  mi. 
2   G 
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INFINITIVE    MOOD. 
t)o  beic  paicre,  or  peicce. 

Passive  Participle. 
Paicre,  or  f  eicre. 

IV. — Cluinim,  I  hear. 
This  verb  is  regular,  except  in  its  past  tense  indica- 
tive (and  those  formed  from  it),  which  is  cualap,  I 
heard,  and  its  infinitive  mood,  which  is  clop,  or  cloiycm. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  necessary  to  give  its  moods  and 
tenses  here.  In  the  south  of  Ireland,  cloipim  is  used, 
instead  of  cluinim. 

Clop  very  frequently  occurs  as  the  past  indicative  passive  of 
this  verb,  as  co  clop  pon  a  ^ocha  pechcaip  carhaip  imniach, 
**  so  that  the  sound  of  his  voice  was  heard  outside  the  city,*'  Leahliar 
BreaCy  fol.  107 ;  co  clop  a  puaim  po'n  cip,  **  so  that  its  noise  was 
heard  throughout  the  country,"  Book  of  Fermoy^  fol.  61  ;  ip  clop 
Dum  is  still  used  in  the  spoken  language,  in  the  sense  of  "  I  have 
been  told,"  and  cian  po  clop,  **  it  was  heard  of  old,"  is  a  phrase 
of  very  common  occurrence  in  old  Irish  poems,  as  in  the  following 
quatrain  in  O'Heerin's  topographical  poem : 

Qoibinn  an  cpioc, — cian  po  clop, — 
Cuar  L^%^  na  leapjj  polop ; 
O'  Ceallaij  í.éi je  o*n  cpai^  raip, 
Céile  ox\  cláip  eanjaij,  lubpaij. 

*'  Delightful  the  region, — of  old  it  was  heard, — 
The  district  of  Lea,  of  bright  plains ; 
OKelly-Lea,  of  the  eastern  strand. 
Is  the  spouse  of  the  plain  of  dells  and  yews." 

V. — Oéanaim,  I  do,  or  make. 
This  verb  borrows  the  past  tense  indicative  from  po 
and  jmm,  and  the  consuetudinal  past  indicative  from 
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gnini,  both  in  the  active  and  passive  voices.  In  the  sub- 
junctive mood  of  both  voices,  the  same  tenses  are  from 
oeajinaim  ;  and  in  the  conditional  mood  active,  one  of 
the  forms  is  regularly  from  t)éanaim,  another  from 
oeapnaim,  and  a  third  from  Diongnaim. 

Active  Voice. 

indicative  mood. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  oéanaun.  1.  Déanamaoio,  or 

oeanam. 

2.  oéanaip.  2.  oéancaoi. 

3.  Déanaió  fé.  3.  oéanaio, 

O'Molloy  sometimes  writes  the  first  person  plural  Deinmio,  as 
nt  DeinmiD  oee  oiob  ;  oip  ni  laippmio  cpocaipe  na  j^papa  oppa, 
"  we  do  not  make  Gods  of  them,  for  we  do  not  ask  mercy  or  grace 
of  them/'  Lucerna  Fidelium^''  p.  197. 

Consuetudinal  Present, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 .  oeanann  me,  1 .  oeanann  pinn. 

2.  oeanann  cú.  2.  oeanann  pib. 

3.  oeanann  pé,  &c.  3.  oeanann  piao. 

Past  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pijneap.  1.  pijneamap. 

2.  pijnip.  2.  pijneaBap. 

3.  pi^ne  pé.  3.  pijneaoap. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  jníóinn.  1.  jníómíp. 

.  jnioceu.  2.  jniorio. 

3.  ^n'óeaó  pé.  3.  jníooíp. 
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The  past  tense  indicative  of  tbia  verb  is  written  in  the  best  Irish 
manuscripts,  pi^e,  or  pi^ni  (which  are  both  considered  the  same 
form,  as  e  and  i  short  may  be  commuted  ad  libitum^  particularly 
at  the  end  of  words),  as  Pumuno,  mac  Colmam,  .i.  mac  6ae- 
^ipe,  pi^-pilió  Gipenn  ip  e  no  pi^e  on  ouon  pa,  ^*  Rumunn,  son 
of  Colman,  i.  e.  the  son  of  the  king  of  Loegria,  was  he  that  com- 
posed this  poem." — MS.  Bodleian  Lib.  Laud.  610,  fol.  10,  a,  a. 
It  is  also  found  in  the  oldest  monumental  inscriptions  in  Ireland, 
as  in  the  very  curious  one  over  the  doorway  of  the  church  of 
Achadh-ur,  or  Freshford,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny : 

OROir  t>o  51666  mochocmoc  u  cewcucaiN  t>o 

RlSNl. 

**  A  PnATKR  VOR  Gf  LLl  MOCHOLMOC  O'CsNCUCAIK,  WHO  MÁDX  [it]/' 

Also  in  the  inscription  on  the  cross  of  Cong,  now,  through  the 
liberality  of  Professor  Mac  Cullagh,  in  the  Museum  of  the  Boyal 
Irish  Academy : 

oRoic  DO  maecmu  mac  6Rcrct>aHuechaN  oo 

m^}  IN  ^nessa. 

*'  A  Pbatbb  for  Marlmu  Mac  Bratdarvrchah,  wbo  mabr  this 

Orramrht." 

Also  on  the  ancient  croiier  of  the  bishops  of  lismore,  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  of  which  the  Bev.  Dr.  Todd 
has  a  beautiful  drawing,  by  George  Du  Noyer,  Esq.,  <me  of  the 
Fellows  of  the  College  of  St  Columba : 

0R01C  DO  Niac  mac  meic  aeDucaiH  cas  a 

NeRNaD  IN  ^Resa 

oRoic  DO  NeccoN  IN  ceRD  DO  Ri^Ne  IN  giiesa 

**  A  Pratrr  por  NiAL,  SoK  OF  Mac  Akddcar,  rt  whom  was 
MADR  [nepnao  for  n-oeopnoo]  this  Orramrrt." 

*«  A  Pratrr  for  Nsctar  thr  Artist,  who  mabr  this  Orhaxrrt." 

Also  in  the  Battlf  ofMc^h  Raih  :  ó'p  mé  fén\  oo  pij^ne  mao 
octm,  «<  because  it  was  I  myself  that  made  the  place  for  myself," 
p.  66;  ir«^P^  oo  pijne  op  copp,  '*  he  is  the  king  who  made 
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our  body,"  St.  ColuinhkiUe,  But  in  later  manuscripts  and  in- 
scriptions it  is  written  pine,  as  in  the  inscription  on  the  tomb  of 
Melaghlin  O' Kelly  and  his  wife  Finola  O'Conor,  in  the  Abbey  of 
Knockmoy :  l)o  rnuleachlamo  O'Keallaio  do  pi  O  niaini  ocup 
o'lnbualaino  injen  1  Chonchuip  oo  pine  mora  O'CInli  in  leac- 
oaij  pea,  **  for  Muleachlainn  O'Kelly,  king  of  Omaini,  and  for 
Finola,  the  daughter  of  O'Conor,  Mathew  O'Anli  made  this  monu- 
ment." 

This  tense  is  sometimes  inflected  thus :  póncq^,  I  made ;  ponaip, 
thou  madest ;  pon  pé,  he  made  ;  ponf  amap,  we  made ;  ponpabaip, 
ye  made ;  ponpac,  or  ponpacap,  they  made ;  as  in  the  following 
examples  in  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath :  cio  ac  mopa  na  h-uilc  do 
ponaip  ppim,  **  although  great  are  the  injuries  thou  hast  done  me," 
p.  32 ;  DO  ponpum  copu  ann  pm,  *'  we  made  a  covenant  then," 
p.  48 ;  DO  ponpabaip  cooac,  "  ye  made  a  treaty,"  p.  34. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  Déanpao.  1.  DeanpinaoiD,  or 

oéanpam. 

2.  oéanpaip.  2.  Déaiipaíó. 

3.  oéanpaiD  fé.  3.  oeanpaio. 

The  future  tense  is  often  written  jeunpaio  pé,  even  in  printed 
books,  as  in  O'Molloy's  Lucerna  Fidelhim^  and  Mac  Curtin's  Eng- 
lish Irish  Dictionary.  In  John  Mac  Torna  O'Mulconry's  copy  of 
Keating' s  History  of  Ireland^  it  is  also  frequently  written  with  a 
5,  as  DO  jén  copac,  '*  I  shall  begin,  or  make  a  beginning ;"  and  in 
other  manuscripts,  as  op  m  uaip  jebup  cac  Duine  ceill  pop 
DjljuD  Doneoc  do  jena  oe  ulc  ni  bia  comup  pop  pojluib,  "for 
when  each  person  is  convinced  of  forgiveness  in  what  he  does  of 
evil,  there  will  be  no  power  over  plunderers,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.  H.  3.  18,  p.  338. 

From  these  examples  it  may  be  gathered  that  this  verb  oéa- 
naim,  which  is  often  written  Dionjnaim,  or  Dinjnaim,  is  com- 
pounded of  DO,  a  prepositive  particle,  and  jním,  I  do,  or  act.  Its 
past  tense,  pijneap,  I  made,  is  evidently  po  ^níeap ;  and  its  future, 
jeunpao,    would   appear    to    be    a   transposed  form   of  jnipeao. 
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Hence,  it  is  obvious  that  the  5  should  be  always  preserved  in  the 
past  tense,  as  in  the  examples  above  adduced  from  the  ancient 
inscriptions,  and  that  the  5  in  the  future  is  not  so  incorrect  as  at 
first  sight  it  might  appear  to  be,  and  as  it  is  generally  supposed  by 
modern  Irish  scholars. 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 1.   oéanam. 

oéanamaoif. 
oeanamaoiD. 

2.  oéan.  2.  oéanaíó. 

3.  DéantiD  i'é.  3.  oéanaiDÍf. 

The  second  person  singular  is  sometimes  oéin  and  oena,  as  oein 
DO  Dircioll,  "  do  thy  utmost,"  Liicerna  Fidelium,  p.  300 ;  na 
oein  panamao  piJin,  **  do  not  mock  me,"  Id,^  p.  182  ;  oena-pa 
aip  DO,  "  compose  thou  a  satire  for  him,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce'^Qype. 
The  first  person  plural  is  generally  made  to  terminate  in  am,  or 
um,  in  ancient  writers,  as  oenum  in  ouini  po  immaijm,  ocup  pop 
copmailep  pooén,  **  let  us  make  the  man  after  our  own  image  and 
likeness,"  Book  of  Dally  mote  ^  fol.  8,  a,  h. 

SUBJUNCTIVE  MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  n-oéanaim.  1 .  50  n-oéuneamaoio. 

2.  50  n-oéanaip.  2.  50  n-oeancuoi. 

3.  50  n-oéunaiD  pé.  3.  50  n-oéunaiD. 

Consuetndínal  Present. 
50  n-oéanann  me,  cú,  pé,  &c. 

Simjde  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  n-Deápnap.         1.  50  n-oeápnamap. 

2.  50  n-oeápnaip.        2.  50  n-oeápnaBap. 

3.  50  n-Deápna  pé.       3.  50  n-Deapnaoap. 

50  n-oeápnpac. 
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Consuetudinal  Past, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  n-oeapnainn.  1.  50  n-oeapnamaoif. 

2.  50  n-oeúpncá.  2.  50  n-oeapncaoi. 

3.  50  n-oeapnao  pé.  3.  50  n-oeápnaiDÍp, 

Future  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  n-Deanfao,  1.  50  n-Deanpamaoio. 

2.  50  n-oeanpaip.  2.  50  n-oéanpaíó. 

3.  50  n-oéanpaiD  pé.  3.  30  n-oeanpaio. 

That  this  and  other  irregular  verbs  have  a  subjunctive  mood, 
is  quite  clear  from  the  fact,  that  the  indicative  form  could  not 
be  used  after  nac,  co,  50,  &c.,  as  nac  oepnaip,  "that  thou  didst 
not,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  202  ;  co  n-oeapnpac  cpeaca 
mopa,  "  so  that  they  committed  great  depredations,"  Ann,  Four 
Mast,  ad  ann,  1233.  The  form  co  n-oepyene,  that  he  made,  is 
also  to  be  met  with. — See  the  MS.  H.  2.  16,  in  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl,, 
pp.  242,  243. 

CONDITIONAX  MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  DO  n-oeanpainn,  1,  oá  n-oéanpamaoip. 

2.  DÚ  n-oéanpá.  2.  oú  n-oeanpaio. 

3.  DÓ  n-DéanpOD  pé.  3.  oá  n-oéanpaiDÍp. 

Or. 

1.  oá  n-oeapnainn.  1.  oá  n-oeapnamaoip. 

2.  DÚ  n-oeapncá.  2.  oá  n-oeapncaoi. 

3.  oá  n-Deapnaó  pé.  3.  oá  n-oeapnaioíp. 
Or, 

1.  oá  n-Dionjnainn.  1.  oá  n-oionjnamaoip. 

2.  DÚ  n-Dionjancá.  2.  oá  n-oionjanraoi. 

3.  oá  n-Diongaó  pé.  3.  oá  n-DionjnaiDÍp. 

O'Molloy  writes  the  second  person  singular  oá  n-oeancá,  as 
oa  n-oeanca  pin,  **  if  thou  wouldst  do  that." — Lucerna  Fidelium^ 
p.  247. 
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This  mood  is  often  written  Dinjneo,  as  well  as  oepnao,  in  an- 
cient manuscripts.  An  example  of  both  forms  occurs  in  the  follow- 
ing sentence,  in  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  74:  oia  n-oepnncá 
pun  popm-pa,  a  pijan,  ol  pé,  po  inoepainD  pcéla  do  mic  ouic. 
"Ro  jell  pi  CO  n-a  luja  co  n-oinjneao,  **  if  thou  wouldst  keep  my 
secret,  0  queen,  I  would  tell  thee  news  of  thy  son.  She  promised, 
on  her  oath,  that  she  would  [make]  keep  the  secret."  Keating  also 
uses  DÚ  n-oeapnao  and  oa  n-Dionjnuo,  for  the  present  oú  n-oeon- 
pao,  as  cijup  oá  n-oeápnaó,  50  D-reiljpioó  an  meall  ap  a  ceann  le 
jluapacc  ppiocbuailce  a  incinne  pein,  "  and  should  he  do  so,  that 
the  ball  would  be  driven  from  his  head  by  the  repercussive  motion 
of  his  brain,"  Hist,  Irel.^  p.  75  ;  cia  cm  cpioc  ap  a  n-oiongnaioip 
bpar,  "  what  country  they  would  explore,"  Id.^  p.  50 ;  mcmi 
oepncaip  pcoloca  mainipcpech  iTlaupicip  bpaplacc  oampa,  "  if 

the  farmers  of  the  monastery  of  Mauriter  had  not  caused  an  annoy- 
ance to  me,"  Mariajius  Scotus,  A.  D.  1070. 

In  this  mood,  also,  this  verb  is  found  written  with  an  initial  5, 
as  apbepcaoap  do  jénoaíp  arhail  a  oubaipc  pium,  "  they  said 
that  they  would  do  as  he  desired." — Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  50. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 
DO  óéanuTÍi. 

Passive  Voice, 
indicative    mood. 

Present  Tense. 
oéancap  me,  rú,  é,  &c. 

Past  Tense. 
pijneaó  me,  éú,  é,  &c. 

Cojisuetudinal  Past. 
jnicf  me,  CÚ,  é,  &c. 

Future  Tense, 
Déanpap  me,  cu,  é,  &c. 
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The  past  tense  of  the  indicative  passive  is  written  piSneo,  pónaó, 
and  ponca,  in  the  best  Irish  manuscripts,  as  in  the  following  exam- 
ples :  Dia  Ceoam  do  pijneo  jpian  ocup  epcai,  **  on  Wednesday 
the  sun  and  moon  were  made,"  L,  Breac ;  do  pijneo  miap  cpanDa 
Do'n  meip  apjaio,  "a  wooden  dish  was  made  of  the  silver  dish," 
Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  28 ;  do  rocaicim  na  pleoi  do  ponca 
ano  la  Domnall,  "  to  partake  of  the  feast  which  was  there  pre- 
pared [made]  by  Domhnall,"  /<i.,  p.  24  ;  do  ponca  a  n-apupa  ocup 
a  pfJDuince  ann,  **  their  habitations  and  royal  forts  were  erected 
there,"  Cor.  Gloss,,  voce  Hloj  6ime ;  oo'n  lonnapbao  do  pónao 
Qp  pliocc  5^oiDil  ap  an  Scicia,  '*  from  the  expulsion  which  was 
made  on  the  race  of  Gaodhal  out  of  Scythia,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  48 ; 
ip  laip  DO  ponao  opoiceacc  na  Peippe  ajup  opoiceac  TTlóna  Daim, 
*'  by  him  was  made  the  bridge  of  Feirse,  and  the  bridge  of  Moin 
daimh,"  Duald  Mac  Firhis — Genealogies,  p.  508.  O'Molloy 
writes  the  future  oeunpop,  as  oeunpap  aoncpó  caopac  ajup  aon 
Qooaipe,  **  there  shall  be  made  one  fold  and  one  shepherd." — 
Lucerna  Fidelium,  p.  375. 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 
50  n-Déancap  me,  cii,  é,  &c. 

Past  Tense. 
50  n-oeapnoD  me,  cu,  é,  &c. 

Future  Tense. 
50  n-oéanpap  me,  cu,  é,  &.c. 

The  subjunctive  passive  form  of  this  verb  is  found  written 
n-Depnao  (for  ea  seldom  occurs,  and  final  d  is  seldom  aspirated) 
in  the  oldest  manuscripts  and  inscriptions,  as  in  the  very  ancient 
inscription  over  the  doorway  of  the  church  of  Freshford,  in  the 
county  of  Kilkenny,  already  referred  to  : 

OROic  t)0  weim  1N51N  cuirc  ocus  do  mauh- 
SamaiN  u  chiaRmeic  6as  1  wDewnat)  in 
cenipu6sa. 

*^  A  Prater  for  Niam,  Daughter  of  Corc,  and  for  Mathga- 

HAIN  U  ChIARMEIC,  BY  WHOM  THIS   ChURCH  WAS  MADE." 

2   H 
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And  in  the  inscription  on  the  cross  of  Cong,  made  about  the  year 

1123: 

OROIC  DO   rh€RlíDeC6aCh  U  ChONCh05UlR  DO 

R15  eRewt)  6as  a  NDeRRNQD  in  ^Ressa. 

"  A  Prayer  for  Terrdelbach  u  Chonchobuir,  King  op  Ire- 
land, BY  WHOM  THIS  OrNAMENT  WAS  MADE." 

See  also  the  inscription  on  the  crozier  of  Lismore,  already  quoted, 
p.  228.  0*Molloy  writes  50  noeuncaoi.  —  Lucerna  Fideliumy 
p.  359. 

CONDITIONAL   MOOD. 

óéanpaióe  me,  cu,  é,  &c. 

This  mood  is  also  written  with  an  initial  5,  as  00  jellpac  na 
opuijri  Dipi  cibé  uaip  do  ^éncaf  cocmapc  a  h-mjine,  co  puioeao 
pi  bap  ann  pin,  "  the  Druids  predicted  to  her  that  whenever  her 
daughter  should  be  wooed,  she  should  then  die." — Book  of  Fer- 
moy^  fol.  92. 

INFINITIVE   MOOD. 

DO  beic  Déanca. 

Passive  Participle. 

oéanca. 


VI. — 5^^^^»  ^^  ^^^^»  ^  ^^»  ^^  make. 


INDICATIVE   MOOD. 

Present  Tense, 


SINGULAR. 

1.  ynim. 

2.  5ntp. 

3.  5nfD  pé. 

SINGULAR. 

1.  jntóeap. 

2.  jnÍDip. 
8.  j^nfó  pé. 


Past  Tense, 


PLURAL. 

1.  jnímíD. 

2.  jníríó.. 

3.  yniD,  or  jntio. 

PLURAL. 

1.  jniomap. 

2.  jnfobap. 

3.  jnfoDDap,  or  j^nípec. 
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Consuetudinal  Past, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  jnfoinn.  1.  jníónifp. 

2.  jníDceá.  2.  jniorio. 

3.  ^íóeaó  fé.  8.  jniooip. 

O'MoUoy  writes  nfmto,  &c.,  as  can  nfmio  foobaipc,  "when 
we  make  an  offering,"  Lucerna  Fidelium^  p.  205 ;  miip  do  níoíp 
na  5^incili  analloo,  "as  the  Gentiles  of  old  used  to  do,"  Id,^ 
p.  213.  The  verb  occurs  also  without  the  5,  as  uaip  po  picip  in 
coimoiu  cec  ni  pecmaic  a  lepp  uao  cid  piapiu  do  nemm  a 
ecap  juioe,  "  for  the  Lord  knows  every  thing  we  require  from 
him  before  we  do  implore  him,"  Leabhar  Breac^  fol.  121,  h. 
But  the  ^  is  found  in  the  best  authorities,  and  should  be  con- 
sidered as  essentially  belonging  to  this  verb,  as  neac  po  jni  501, 
**  one  who  malcea  (i.  e.  invents  or  tells)  a  lie,"  Battle  ofMagh 
J^^A,  p.  82;  po  jnipium  corhaipli  ppi  h-achaió  m-bic  ann,  "we 
made  [held]  a  consultation  for  a  short  time  there,"  /J.,  p.  35; 
ip  inanD  odn  po  ^níic,  "  the  poem  they  make  [compose]  is  alike," 
Cor.  Gloss, y  voce  Cáince;  ip  poppa  na  5-ceacpap  po  jnfpeao  pip 
©penD  piD  in  6po  ja,  "  it  is  over  the  four  of  them  the  men  of  Ire- 
land erected  the  mound  of  Brugh,"  Book  of  Lecan^  fol.  279,  i,  h  ; 
po  bui  Din  OeceD  aj  cuinjiD  Duiljine  in  jpepa  po  jni,  "then 
Deced  was  demanding  the  reward  of  the  work  which  he  had  exe- 
cuted," Id.y  fol.  207,1)  ;  ap  ip  a  piD  nemeDaib  pojnicip  pileoa  a 
njpeppa,  "for  it  was  in  sacred  groves  poets  used  to  compose  their 
works,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  16,  p.  120. 

The  future  tense  does  not  occur,  except  as  formed 
from  oéanaim. 

Passive  Voice, 
indicative  mood. 

Present  Tense, 
jnicheap,  or  nicheap  me,  rii,  é,  &c. 
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Consuetudinal  Past. 
^nfcf,  anciently  ^nicheo,  or  nfchea  me,  ru,  é,  &cc. 

In  the  passive  voice  this  verb  is  written  sometimes  with,  and 
sometimes  without,  the  ;,  as  ^nfchep  faihlaio,  ''it  is  so  done,'' 
Battle  of  Magh  Bath,  P*  ^  í  ^^  nfcep  a  puach  oo  pinoaó  m  ^ac 
Dino  1  piyi  na  Uapcpaijeach,  "  his  effigy  is  engraven  in  every  fort 
in  the  kingdom  of  Tartary,"  Book  of  Lismore,  p.  Ill;  op  po 
gnicea  la  taejuipe  péil  a  jene  do  jpép  Saca  bliaóuin,  "for 
Laeghaire  was  used  always  to  celebrate  the  festival  of  his  birth 
every  year/'  Id.^  p.  5,  col.  2 ;  po  ceachaincea  imopfKi  oóiB  map 
oo  nfrhea  i  Ceamaip  a  ceoil  ocup  a  cuiplenna,  cop  ba  coipchi 
ciuil  uile  in  cech  6''n  chúil  co  poile,  ''  their  pipes  and  other  in- 
struments of  music  were  wont  to  be  played  by  them,  as  was  accus- 
tomed to  be  done  at  Tara,  until  the  whole  house,  from  one  angle 
to  another,  became  one  stream  of  music,*'  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl. 
H.  3.  18,  p.  266,  a,  a,  line  32. 

All  the  other  moods  and  tenses  of  this  verb  are 
borrowed  from  oeanaim,  or  rather  it  wants  them  alto- 
gether ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  root 
of  oéanaiTTi,  and  the  verb  from  which  the  noun  jniorii, 
an  act,  is  derived.  It  is  still  in  use  in  the  spoken  Irish 
in  most  parts  of  Ireland,  but  pronounced  as  if  written 
nióim. 

VII. — Oeipim,  I  say. 

Active  Voice. 

indicative  hood. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  oeipifn.  1.  oeipimÍD. 

2.  oeipip.  2.  oeipríó. 

3.  oeip  fé.  3.  oeipto. 
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O'Molloj  writes  the  first  person  plural  of  this  oeipmio,  and 
oeipimiD,  as  yioeao  oeipmio-ne  50  n-oeaca  an  méio  pn  uile  ap 
peacpan,  "  but  we  say  that  all  these  went  astray,"  Lucerna  Fide- 
liunif  p.  192 ;  and  the  second  person  plural,  oeipri,  without  the 
final  D,  as  oeipri  mac  Oe  Beic  a  j-compubpoainc  leip  an  araip, 
**  ye  say  that  the  Son  of  God  is  consubstantial  with  the  Father," 
Id.,  p.  310. 

Consuetudinal  Present. 
oeipeann  me,  cu,  pé,  &c. 

Relative  Form. 
a  oeip,   who  says. 

Past  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  Dubpap.  1.  Dubpamap. 

2.  Dubpaif.  2.  Dubpabap. 

3.  Dubaipc  pé.  3.  oubpooap. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  oeipmn.  1.  oeipimfp. 

2.  oeipéeá.  2.  oeiprio. 

3.  oeipeao  fé.  3.  oeipioip. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  oéappao.  1.  oeappamaoio. 

2.  oéappaip.  2.  oéappaíó. 

3.  oéappaiD  pé.  3.  oeappam. 

This  verb  is  not  aspirated  in  the  past  tense,  except  after  ni,  not 
[active],  and  does  not  take  the  particles  do  or  po  before  it ;  we 
may  fairly  conjecture  that  it  is  compounded  of  the  particle  ao,  and 
the  old  verb  beipim,  I  say.  The  past  tense  is  variously  written  in 
ancient  manuscripts,  «p  bepc,  ac  bepc,  ac  pubaipc,  he  said. — 
Example  :   ap  bepc  paqiaic   l^a  biao  pi   no  eppcop  o  6onán, 
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^'  Patrick  said  that  neither  king  nor  bishop  should  descend  from 
Lonan,"  Vit.  Patriciiy  in  the  Book  of  Lismore ;  etc  puppcnxxp, 
and  Of  bepcaoap,  they  said,  forms  obviously  derived  from  the  old 
verb  beipim,  I  say,  not  oeipim.  The  past  tense  is  also  sometimiw 
formed  from  the  verb  páióim,  I  say,  which  is  still  in  use,  as  op  e 
po  paiD,  '*  it  is  what  he  said ;"  po  páiópec,  they  said  ;"  ponopio- 
map,  '*  we  said,"  Keat.  Hiat.^  p.  46.  The  following  passage  in  the 
Battle  of  Magh  Raihy  p.  50,  affords  an  example  of  three  different 
forms  of  the  past  tense  of  beipim,  or  oeipim :  do  Iuid  Gonial  ^p 
in  mai^n<4  m-báoap  clann  in  pi^,  ocup  po  can  piu  peB  ar  pub- 
aipc  DuBoiaD  ppip.  5a  maic  leopum  pin,  ocup  op  beprooap  do 
^énoafp  aihail  a  Dubaipc  pum,  "  Congal  went  to  where  the  sons 
of  the  king  were,  and  told  them  what  Dubhdiadh  had  sakd.  They 
liked  this,  and  said  that  they  would  do  as  he  aaiáC^  [desired]. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  a  very  strange  peculiarity, 
in  forming  the  first  and  third  persons  singular  of  the  past  tense 
of  this  verb,  occurs  in  ancient  writers ;  thus,  if  from  DuBaipc  the  i 
be  rejected,  the  first  person  singular  is  implied,  as  ar\  Peap^p  po 
a  Dubapc,  '^  this  Fergus  I  mentioned,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  3 ;  an 
peap^up  po  a  Dubaipe  would  mean,  this  Fergus  he  mentioned.— 
See  observations  on  cáno^  and  cámi^. 

The  future  indicative  active  of  this  verb  is  very  frequently 
written  oepam,  oeupam,  or  oeapamaoio,  without  the  p,  the  first 
syllable  being  very  long,  as  aihail  a  oeupam  o'a  éip  po,  **  as  we 
shall  say  hereafter,"  Keat,  p.  34 ;  mup  oeupamaoio  na  oiab-p, 
'*  as  we  shall  say  hereafter,"  Zucema  Fideltum,  p.  245.  But  this 
form,  though  it  is  sufficiently  distinct  from  the  present  and  past 
tenses,  is  not  to  be  recommended. 

IMFERATIYE   MOOD. 


SINGULAR. 

PLURAL. 

1. 

1. 

abnomaoio. 

^  • 

•        •        •        • 

1 
abpamaoip. 

abpam. 

2. 

abaip. 

2. 

abbpaíD. 

3. 

abpao  pé. 

3. 

abpaiDÍp. 
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The  second  person  singular  is  often  written  apaip  in  old  manu- 
scripts, as  apaip,  a  popa  i^ai  j,  m  pecap-pu  ca  cpich  i  puilem  ? 
*  say,  O  my  charioteer  Laigh,  dost  thou  know  in  what  country  we 
are?'' — Book  of  Leinster^  fol.  105,  a,  h, 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  n-abpaim.  1.  50  n-abpamaoio. 

50  n-abpam. 

2.  50  n-abpaip.  2.  50  n-abpaíó. 

3.  50  n-abaiD  pé.  3.  50  n-abpaio. 

All  the  other  tenses  of  this  mood  are  like  those  of  the  indica- 
tive, except  the  future,  which  is  sometimes  50  n-eibép,  or  epép, 
as  oipcup,  ol  mainchin  ;  ni  epép,  ap  TTlac  Conjlinoi,  **  say  it,  said 
Mainchin;  I  will  not  say  it,  said  Mac  Conglinni.'* — LedbharBreaCy 
fol.  107. 

CONDITIONAL   MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  oéappainn.  1.  oéappamaoip. 

2.  oéappá.  2.  oéappaÍD. 

3.  oéappaó  pé.  3.  oéappaiDÍp. 

Or,  oépamn,  &c.,  without  the  p. 

O'MoUoy  writes  the  second  person  singular  oeuppra,  as,  Cpeuo 
pop  a  oeuppra  oa  5-claoiDinn  ru  id  páiócib  pem  ?  **  Moreover, 
what  wouldst  thou  say,  if  I  should  defeat  thee  with  thine  own 
words." — Lucerna  Fidelium^  p.  297. 

INFINITIVE   MOOD. 
DO  páó. 

Passive  Voice. 

indicative   mood. 

Present  Tense. 
oeipreap  me,  ru,  é,  &íc. 

Perfect  Past. 
Diibpaó  me,  rii,  é,  &c. 
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Consuetudiual  Past, 
oeiprt  me,  cij,  é,  &c. ;  or  beipci  me,  ru,  é,  &c. 

Future  Tense. 
oéappap  me,  éú,  é,  &c. 

The  present  tense  is  sometimes  written  oepap  (see  Keat,  Hist., 
p.  47),  and  sometimes  bepap  (see  Ann.  Four  Mast,,  A.  M.  3501)  ; 
and  the  past,  ac  pubpaó,  ap  pubpao,  epbpao,  and  ebpao  (see 
Cor.  Gloss, ^  voce  Copmac  et  Jailenj,  and  Annah  of  tlie  Four 
Masters,  at  the  year  465.  The  consuetudinal  past  is  often  beipri, 
Id.,  A.  M.  4388.  The  future  is  sometimes  oepap,  without  the  p, 
but  this  is  not  to  be  recommended. 

IMPERATIVE    MOOD, 
abaprap  me,  ru,  é,  &c. 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

50  n-abaprap  me,  cú,  é,  &c. 

This  mood  is  very  often  written  apap  in  ancient  manuscripts, 
as  CCpo  wa  piypaioi  ppip  a  n-apap  Cnoc  Samna  iniu,  "  Ard  na 
righraidhi,  which  is  at  this  day  called  Cnoc  Sarahna,"  Book  of 
Lis  more,  fol.  70,  b ;  po  j^abpac  oap  Pmoppuch  pip  a  n-apap 
abano  h-Ua  Cacbac  immacaipe  mop  na  TTIuman,  "  they  pro- 
ceeded across  Finnsruth,  which  is  called  theAbhann  O'g-Cathbhatb, 
in  the  great  plain  of  Munster,"  Id.,  fol.  105. 

CONDITIONAL   MOOD, 
oéappaióe  me,  ru,  é,  &c. 

Keating  uses  oa  n-aibeopraoi,  and  50  n-aibeopraoi,  for  this 
mood,  borrowing  it  from  abpaim,  not  from  oeipim. — See  History 
of  Ireland,  O'Mulconry's  copy,  p.  42. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 

DO  beic  páire,  or  páióre. 

Passive  Participle, 
paice,  or  páióce. 
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VIII. — pajaiTTi,  or  seibim,  I  find. 

Active  Voice. 

indicative    moop. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pajaim.  1.  pajmaoro. 

2.  pciS^'P-  2.  pajraÍD. 

3.  pajaiD  pé.  3.  pajaio. 
Or, 

1.  ^eibim.  1.  jeibimio. 

2.  jeiBip.  2.  j;eibrf6. 

3.  jeib  pé.  3.  jeibió. 

O'Molloy  writes  jeibmio  for  **  we  find,"  and  ^eibrf  for  "ye 
find,"  as  DO  jeibmio  'pan  m-biobla,  "we  find  in  the  Bible," 
Lucerna  Fide  Hum,  p.  371  ;  nacap  éioip  leam-po  an  ni  céoona  do 
páo  lib-pi,  a  oeip  jup  ab  on  eajluip  do  jeibrf  piop  cpeuo  ap 
pjpiopcup  ann  ;  ajup  'na  óiaió  pin  jup  ab  on  p^piopcup  do 
jeibri  piop  cpeuD  ap  eajluip  ann,  **  can  I  not  say  the  same  thing 
to  you,  who  say  that  it  is  from  the  Church  ye  find  a  know- 
ledge of  what  the  Scripture  is,  and  afterwards  that  it  is  from  the 
Scripture  ye  find  a  knowledge  of  what  the  Church  is  ?"  Id,^ 
pp.  294,  295.  In  ancient  manuscripts,  a  b  is  often  introduced  after 
the  3  in  pajaim,  as  ni  con  pajbac  cupaij  cia  aipm  i  n-ooiri, 
**  and  the  boatmen  do  not  find  where  she  hatches,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.  H.  2.  16.  p.  242  ;  in  cpeap  mao  ip  moo  i  pajbaic  pilio 
Gchum^D,  "the  third  place  where  poets  obtain  the  greatest  re- 
quest," Battle  of  Magh  Rat\  p.  68. 

Perfect  Past, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  puapap.  1.  puapamap. 

2.  puapaip.  2.  puapaBap. 

3.  puaip  pé.  3.   puapaoap, 

2  1 


242  Irregular  Verbs — pajaim.        [part  n. 

The  third  person  singular  has  always  i  before  the  final  p, 
though  in  the  synthetic  forms  of  the  other  persons  this  i  is  rejected. 
Example^ — puaip-pium  aipeccal  oeippic  o'CIoó  0't>oninaiU, 
"  he  got  a  private  apartment  for  Hugh  O'Donnell,"  jlnn.  Favr 
Mast,  A.  D.  1592  ;  aiiiail  puapacap  các^  *'  as  all  have  got," 
Bait  Is  ofMagh  Baih^  p.  32. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINOULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^eifiinn.  I.  ^eiBim if,  or 

^eiEeamaoif. 

2.  ^iMeá.  2.  ^eiBcfó. 

3.  ^eiBeoó  fé.  3.  ^iBioSp. 

This  tense  is  still  in  constant  use,  and  is  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  poems  of  the  bards  of  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth,  and 
seventeenth  centuries.  Example, — d6  ihéio  oo  ^eibmn  o'á  ^páó, 
**  though  much  of  his  afiection  I  used  to  get" — CDaly  Oairbreach, 

Future  Tense, 

SINGULAB.  PLURAL. 

1.  ^éaboo,  or  ^eoBoo.  1.  j^abamaoio. 

2.  Jéabaip.  2.  ^abrafo. 

3.  ^éabaió  pé.  3.  ^abaio. 

0*Molloy  writes  the  first  syllable  of  this  tense  ^euB,  which 
shews  that  he  pronounced  it  long,  as  do  ^eubaip  ^up  ab  f  po  lom 
na  pipinne,  **  thou  wilt  find  that  this  is  the  naked  truth,"  Lucema 
Fidelium,  p.  204.  But  in  ancient  manuscripts  it  is  written  ^B, 
as  po  jéBa  ann  h-fcc  do  mian  do  cac  biuó,  *'  thou  mlt  get  there 
the  satbfaction  of  thy  desire  of  every  food,"  Mae  Conglinn^s 
Dream,  in  the  Leahhar  Breac.  In  the  spoken  language,  however, 
it  is  ^eoBoD,  in  most  parts  of  Ireland. 

IMPERATIVE   HOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL.  • 

1 1.  pajmaoip,  or  pa^maoiD. 

2.  paj.  2.  pajafo. 

3.  pajQD  pé.  3.  pajaioíp. 
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Haliday  has  f°*5>  **  find  thou,"  Gcelic  Grammar^  p.  98 ;  but 
no  authority  has  been  found  for  the  i  before  5.  O'Molloy  writes 
paj,  as  paj  oam  an  c-aipceajul,  "  find  for  me  the  article." — 
Lucema  Fidelium,  p.  301. 

SUBJUNCTIVE   MOOD. 

This  mood  is  like  the  indicative  in  all  its  tenses,  except  the 
future,  in  which  it  is  ^o  b-pui^eoo,  &c. ;  and  some  writers  make 
it  50  b-pui^im,  in  the  present  tense. 

CONDITIONAL   MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLUBAL. 

1.  jéabainn,  or  1.  jéabamaoip. 
jeobainn. 

2.  ^éabrá.  2.  jéabrató. 

3.  jéabaó  pé.  3.  jéabaioíp. 
Also, 

1.  oá  b-pajainn,  ar  1.  oá  b-pajamaoip. 
oá  b-puijinn. 

2.  oá  b-pajrá.  2.  oá  b-pajéafo. 

3.  x)á  b-pajaó  pé.  3.  oá  b-pcxjaioip. 

Ch  is  used  in  the  second  person  singular»  not  p,  as  do  ^eabra, 
"  thou  wouldst  get."— MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  1.  14.  fol.  116. 

O'Molloy  writes  the  first  person  plural  with  the  termination  mip 
in  one  place,  and  with  maoip  in  another,  as  ó  b-puijmfp  ap  páié 
DO  compaiDcib  pnapoo,  "  from  whom  we  would  get  enough  of  trite 
expressions,"  Lucema  Fidelium — Preface:  50  b-puijeamaoip 
jpápa,  "that  we  might  get  grace,"  /<i.,  p.  206.  He  writes  the 
third  person  plural  50  b-puijeotp,  as  50  b-puijeofp  onóip,  "that 
they  might  get  honour,"  Id.^  p.  212.  Here  it  is  to  be  particularly 
noted  by  the  student,  that  the  form  b-puijinn,  or  b-pajamn,  is 
used  after  do,  if,  and  muna,  unleash  nf,  not,  nac,  that  not,  50, 
that ;  and  that  the  form  ^eabamn,  or  ^eobainn,  is  to  be  used  when 
we  would  express  /  would  find,  and  that  it  may  take  the  particle 
DO  before  it. 
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INFINITIVE    MOOD. 

d'  pújail,  or  d'  pajBáil. 

Passive  Voice. 
iNDic.vnvE  mood. 

Present  Tense. 
paj^rap  me,  rii,  é,  hic. 

^  Consuetudinal  Past, 
jeibci  me,  rú,  é,  &c. 

Perfect  Past. 
puapao,  or  ppír  me,  cú,  é,  ficc. 

The  latter  form  of  this  tense,  PP'^»  though  now  forgotten  in 
the  spoken  language,  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the  ancient 
language,  as  jaoc  mop  ip  in  po^mup  do  na  pp?r  peo  na  pamail 
ip  m  aimpip  pi,  **  a  great  wind  storm  happened  in  the  autumn,  of 
which  no  likeness  or  similitude  was  found  in  this  time.'* — Chroni- 
con  Scotorujny  ad  ann,  1015. 

IMPERATIVE    mood. 
pajrup  me,  rú,  é,  &cc. 

SUBJUNCTIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 
50  b-puigreap. 

Perfect  Past. 
Like  the  Indicative. 

Future  Tense, 
50  b-puijpeap. 

CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 

j^eubraioe  me,  cú,  é,  &c. 
on  b-piji^rióe  me,  rú,  é,  &c. 
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In  old  manuscripts  the  second  form  is  sometimes  written  oá 
pui^birea,  and  in  the  spoken  language,  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  it 
is  pronounced  oa  b-pajraioe. 

Passive  Participle  wanting,  but  ap  pajail  and  le  p^j"*^  «re 
used  in  its  place. — See  Idiomatic  use  of  Prepositions^  Chap.  VII. 
Sect.  3. 

IX. — Rij.in,  I  reach. 

INDICATIVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pijim.  1.  pijjinio. 

2.  pi^ip.  2.  pi^ri. 
3-  P^j  r^*  3.  P151D. 

Perfect  Past, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pánjap.  I.  punjamap. 

2.  pdnjaip.  2.  pánjabap. 

3.  púnaij,  or  páinij  pé.  3.  punjaoap. 
Or, 

1.  piaccap.  1.  piaccamap. 

2.  piaccaip.  2.  piucrubap 

3.  piacr[é.  3.  piaccaoap,  or 

puaccooap. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pi^inn.  1.  píjmíp,  or 

pijmaoip. 

2.  pi^reu.  2.  pigcíó. 

3.  pijeao  pé.  3.  pijoíp. 

Example, — "Ráinic  pábao  ajup  peiiiipiop  na  coTÍiaiple  pm  50 
h-Ua  Weill,  "  a  notice  and  forewarning  of  this  resolution  reached 
O'Neill,"  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  A.  D.  1 522  ;  céir  a  Cearii- 
pai^  jac  TVDípiuc  co  pániic  6inn  6naip,  *' he  went  directly  from 
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Tara  till  he  reached  Binn  Edair,"  Book  of  Fermoy^  fol.  189;  30 
páncarup  in  qieap  cnoc,  ''  till  they  reached  the  third  hill/'  Book 
of  Lismore^  fol.  155  ;  o  do  puaccacap  na  pluaij,  "as  the  hosts 
arrived,"  Book  of  Bally  mote  ^  fol.  240,  a,  h. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

J.  pijpeao.  I.  pijpimÍD. 

2.  pijipip.  2.  pijpÍD. 

3.  pijpiD  pé.  3.  pigpio. 


Or, 


1.  piaccpcxo. 

2.  piaccpaip. 

3.  piaccpaiD  pé. 


1.  piaccpamaoiD. 

2.  piacqpaíD. 

3.  piaccpaiD, 


IMPERATIVE    MOOD. 


SINGULAR. 


1, 


2.  pij. 

3.  pijeao  pé. 


PLURAL. 

1.  píjmíp. 
pijmaoip. 

2.  pijíD. 

3.  pijioíp. 


CONDITIONAL    MOOD. 


Or, 


SINGULAR. 

1.  pijpinn. 

2.  Píjpeá. 

3.  pijpeaó  pé. 

1.  piaccpainn. 

2.  piaccpá. 

3.  piaccpaó  pé. 


PLURAL. 

1.  pijpiniip,  or 
pijpeamaoip. 

2.  pijpíó. 

3.  pijpiDÍp. 

1.  piacrpamaoip. 

2.  piaccpaíó. 

3.  piaccpaiotp. 


INFINITIVE  MOOD. 

DO  piaccam,  or  do  poccain. 


-     ■»        -^.S. 
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X. — CélÓlTTl,  I  go. 

INDICATTVE    MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  céióim.  1.  céiómtD,  or  céimto. 

2.  céiDip.  2.  céióriD,  or  céicíó. 

3.  céiD  fé.  3.  céióiD,  or  céio. 

Past  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cuaóap.  1.  cuaómap. 

2.  cuaóaip.  2.  cuaóbap. 

3.  cuaió  pé.  3.  cuaóoap. 

Consuetudinal  Past. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  réiómn.  1.  reiomtp. 

2.  céióreá.  2.  réiórí. 

3.  ceioeao  pé.  3.  céiÓDÍp. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pacpao.  1.  pacpamaoiD. 

2.  pacpaip.  2.  pacpaíó. 

3.  pacpaiD  pé.  3.  pacpaio. 

Or,  pacao,  pacaip,  &c. ,  omitting  p. 

The  third  person  singular  of  the  present  tense  of  this  mood  is 
often  written  céir,  and  raeo,  in  ancient  manuscripts,  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing examples : — ceic  in  ban-copp  ip  in  paippji  piap  do  ouchao, 
"  the  she-crane  goes  westward  on  the  sea  to  hatch,"  MS.  Trin. 
Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  16.  p.  242  ;  céic  Copmac  oo'n  bpoicenaij, 
"  Cormac  goes  to  the  badger  warren,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  S^^lenj; 
DO  chaeo  ap  a  beolu,  "which  goes  out  of  his  mouth,**  Id.,  voce 
6eilchi;  DO  chaeo  do  bioj  ap  in  imoai^,  "he  went  in  a  fright 
from  his  bed,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  8.     The  form  do  oeacap 
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is  also  often  used  in  the  past  tense  of  this  mood.  The  third  person 
singular  of  the  past  tense  is  often  written  coio,  and  the  third  person 
plural  cooap,  or  cdcap,  as  corap  qp  n-apai  a  b-pual,  "  our  shoes 
went  into  the  water,"  Cor.  Gioss.,  voce  pual. 

In  old  Irish  manuscripts  the  future  indicative  of  this  verb  is 
most  generally,  if  not  always,  written  with  a  j,  and  without  the  f*, 
which,  when  aspirated  according  to  the  modern  orthography,  would 
agree  with  the  present  pronunciation  of  this  tense  throughout  the 
south  of  Ireland,  as  pa?^ao,  I  will  go  ;  pa^aip,  thou  wilt  go  ; 
pajgaiD  pe,  he  will  go;  pa^maoio,  we  will  go  ;  paj;raiD,  ye  will  go; 
pa  jaiD,  they  will  go.  The  conditional  mood  of  this  verb  is  also 
found  written  with  a  J5  in  the  best  manuscripts,  and  formed  from 
the  future  indicative  in  the  usual  manner.  The  following  exam- 
ples of  these  forms  occur  in  the  Battle  of  Magh  Rath :  ocup 
acac  pecc  macu  maici  ocum-pa,  ocup  pajatc  lac  ip  m  car,  ocup 
DIG  caempamo-pi  péin  oula  ann,  no  pajauio,  ocup  ni  itioiopeo 
pop  UUcaib  cén  no  bemo-pi  im  bearaio,  **  I  have  seven  good 
sons,  and  thcf/  shall  go  with  thee  into  the  battle,  and  if  I  were 
able  myself,  7  7vould  go  also,  and  the  L'ltonians  should  not  be 
defeated  while  I  had  life,"  p.  43  ;  pajoaic  lac-pu  do  cum  n-6peno 
DO  cabaipc  cara  do  DoTnnuU,  *'  they  shall  go  with  thee  to  Erin 
to  give  battle  to  Domnall,"  p.  48.  Also  in  Cormac's  Glossary : 
ni  pujaiD  do  cop  a  m-buul,  "  thy  foot  shall  not  enter  the  water." 

liMPERATIVE    MOOD. 
SINCiULAR.  PLURAL. 

1 1.  céiomíp,  or  céímíp. 

2.  céió.  2.  céiDÍó. 

3.  céióeaD  pé.  3.  céiÓDÍp. 

Ilaliday,  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien,  and  others,  make  imrij  a  form 
of  the  imperative  mood  of  this  verb  ;  but  this  cannot  be  considered 
correct,  as  imcijim,  which  is  a  regular  verb,  signifies  /  if^rpar/, 
not  I  go.  In  some  parts  of  Munster,  the  imperative  of  céioim,  I 
go,  is  frequently  made  eipij  (and  sometimes,  corruptly,  ceipij) ; 
but  this  must  also  be  deemed  an  anomaly,  as  it  is  properly  the 
imperative  of  eipi^im,  I  arise.     This  form  is  used  by  Keating,  as 
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DO  Beupom  lomjiop  phojioaap  do  cumup,  cijup  eipij  lonnca  ap 
muip,  '*  we  will  give  Pharoah's  ships  in  thy  power,  and  go  to  sea 
in  them,"  History  of  Ireland,  p.  46  ;  eipjíó  a  n-LllcaiB,  "go  ye 
into  Ulster/*  Id.^  p.  100.  It  is  also  used  in  a  very  ancient  life  of 
St.  Moling,  as  eipij,  op  6pen;nnn,  ocup  baipc  mo  noioen,  ocup 
caBaip  ainm  ipopaicc  p^'P»  "  go,  said  Brendan,  and  baptize  the 
infant,  and  give  him  a  distinguished  name;"  eipj  oo'n  cippaic 
o'mnmuD  oo  lam,  **  go  to  the  well  to  wash  thy  hands,"  Mae  Con- 
^linn's  Dream,  in  the  Leahhar  Breac,  It  is  also  used  in  the  Battle 
of  Magh  Rath,  p.  24. — (See  list  of  obsolete  verbs,  voce  Décpain). 
£pi5,  ol  pe,  cumm  in  oipepca,  **  go,  said  he,  to  tlie  hermitage," 
Leabhar  BreaCy  fol.  100,  ^,  a;  eip^íó  oo  6echil  luoa,  "go  to 
Bethlera  of  Juda,"  Book  of  Fermoy,  fol.  65;  epj,  ol  m  nmcipij, 
ocup  comil  oo  ppoinp,  "go,  said  the  servant,  and  take  thy  dinner," 
Leahhar  Br eac,  fol,  107  ;  epij  a  n-ajaio  l^umuino,  **go  against 
Rumunn,"  MS,  BodL  Lib.  Laud.  610,  fol.  10,  «,  a. 

SUBJUNCTIVE   MOOD. 

All  the  tenses  of  this  mood  are  like  those  of  the 
indicative,  except  the  shnple  past,  which  runs  thus : 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  50  n-oeacap.  1.  50  n-oeacamap. 

2.  ^o  n-oecfcaip.  2.  50  n-oeacuBap. 

3.  30  n-oeacaiD  pe.  3.  50  n-oeacaoap. 

This  form  is,  however,  used  as  the  past  indicative  in  ancient 
writings,  as  in  the  following  example  :  do  oeacupa  om  ann,  a  pij, 
ap  mo  Duraij  do  rabaipc  oam  50  h-impldn,  for  do  cuaóai^pa 
Dm  ann,  a  pi 5,  ap  pon  mo  óúraió  do  cubaipc  Dam  50  h-iomlán, 
"  I  went  thither,  O  king,  for  a  promise  that  my  inheritance  should 
be  wholly  restored  to  me,"  Baltic  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  36. 

CONDITIONAL  MOOD. 
SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  pacpomn.  1.  pacpamaoip. 

2.  pacpcL  2.  pacpufo. 

3.  p.  cpao  pe.  3.  pacpaioip. 

2  K 
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O'MoUoy  writes  nac  pacpac,  "that  it  would  not  go,**  in 
Lucerna  Fidelium^  p.  357  ;  but  this  termination  ac,  though 
pronounced  in  Munster  and  parts  of  South  Connaught,  is  not  found 
in  correct  manuscripts. 

The  form  pajainn,  or  pajamo,  is  more  frequently  found  in 
ancient  writings  than  pacpainn,  or  pacainn,  of  which  the  learner 
will  find  an  example  already  quoted  from  the  Battle  ofMagh  Bath, 
under  the  future  indicative ;  and  several  others  will  be  found  in 
the  same  work,  at  pages  36,  42,  44,  48,  50,  58,  68. 

INFINITIVE    MOOD. 
DO  Óul. 

XL — CigiTTi,  I  come. 

INDICATIVE   MOOD. 

Present  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cijim.  1.  cijmíD,  or 

rijeam. 

2.  rijip.  2.  cijrfó. 

3.  C15  f  é.  3.  C151D. 

The  present  indicative  of  this  verb  is  often  written  cioyaim,  and 
reacaim,  as  occ  cualaccap  clann  iTluipcheapcaij  Ui  Choncabaip 
fin,  ciajoiD  poiplion  poime  ap  6healac  un  cpfonaij,  **  when  the 
Clann  Muircheartaigh  O' Conor  heard  this,  they  came  in  full  num- 
bers before  him  on  [the  pass  of]  Bealach  an  chrionaigh,"  Ann, 
Four  Mast,,  A.  D.  1391  ;  cecac  uli,  cup  m  copri,  "  they  all  came 
to  the  rock,'*  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  107  ;  ceacaic  ap  pin  a  manaic 
ocup  a  oeipciubail,  a  ceallaib  Oeapmuman,  do  coppuime  ocup 
D*  onoip  cuipp  a  maijipcpech,  «*Then  his  monks  and  disciples 
came,  from  the  churches  of  Desmond,  to  wake  and  honour  the  body 
of  their  master,"  Book  of  Fermoy,  fol.  60;  do  ceajac  lapum  co 
h-aipm  a  poibe  Cu^aio,  *'  he  afterwards  came  to  the  place  where 
Lughaidh  was,"  Id,  fol.  29. 
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Simple  Past, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cánjap.  1.  ránjamap. 

2.  ranyaip.  2.  ránjabop. 

3.  ránaic  pé,  or  3.  ranjaoap. 
cáinij  pé. 

Consuetudinal  Past, 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  cijinn.  1.  rijimtp. 

2.  cijced.  2.  ri5cíó. 

3.  rijeao  pé.  3.  rijioíp. 

Some  write  the  past  tense  of  this  verb  without  aspirating  the 
initial;  but  it  is  regularly  aspirated  in  the  modern  language,  and  by 
O'MoUoy,  as  nf  ap  aon  coip  rámij  parpuic  50  h-6ipinn,  '*  it  was 
not  on  one  leg  St.  Patrick  came  to  Ireland/'  Lticerna  Fideliumy 
p.  330. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  the  first  person  of  the  simple 
past  tense  of  the  indicative  mood  of  this  verb  has  a  peculiarity  of 
form,  which  has  not  been  noticed  by  any  of  the  Irish  grammarians, 
though  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the  best  manuscripts.  Thus, 
if  the  1  be  rejected  from  cánaic,  or  canaij,  the  first  person  singular 
is  implied,  as  canaj  pop  a  amup,  "  I  came  to  him,"  Battle  of 
Ma^h  Rathy  p.  80  ;  canac-pa,  "  I  have  reached,  or  come  to,"  Id,^ 
p.  190;  ippin  bliaoain  ippomapbar  Diapmaic  pi  Cajen,  ocup  ip 
ipioe  cécna  blicroain  canac-pa  a  Qlbam,  "  in  the  year  in  which 
Diarmait,  king  of  Leinster,  was  killed,  and  this  is  the  first  year  in 
which  I  came  from  Alba,"  Marianus  Scotus.  But  when  the  final  ^ 
is  made  slender,  the  third  person  singular  is  implied  ;  but  no  trace 
of  this  peculiarity  is  observable  in  the  modern  language.  The  third 
person  singular  is  often  written  panaic,  as  O  po  ^aer  qia  heccoip 
oop  pánaic  a  bpur  ocup  a  Bpij,  **  when  Hector  was  wounded  his 
fury  and  vigour  came  to  him,"  Book  of  Ballymote,  fol.  240,  J,  h. 
The  first  person  plural  of  this  tense  is  variously  written  in  old  manu- 
scripts, can^amap,  cáncamap,  cána^pam,  ránacpum ;  the  second 
person,  eán^abap,  cán^abaip  ;  and  the  third,  cangooap,  cáncacap, 
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runcaciip,  cónaj^fao,  cánacpac.  Examples  of  these  forms  are 
of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  most  ancient  manuscripts,  but  it  is 
needless  to  multiply  examples  here.  The  following  from  the  Battle 
ofMagh  Rath  will  be  sufficient :  cá  cíp  ap  a  cáncabaip  ?  **  what 
country  have  ye  come  from  ?"  ccmcanriap  a  h>Gpinn  uin,  "  we  have 
come  from  noble  Erin,"  p.  46;  cpec  pa  cancacap  ó  ci^?  "why 
have  they  come  from  their  house?*'  Id.^  p.  128;  ap  a  aoi  ni  can- 
jaoappoih  inealma  po  a  rojaipm,'*  **  however,  they  did  not  come 
entire  at  his  summons,"  A7in.  Four  Mast.  1567. 

Future  Tense. 

SINGULAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ciocpao.  1.  nocpamaoiD,  or 

ciocpam. 

2.  nocpaip.  2.  nocpa'ó. 

3.  ciocpaiD  pé.  3.  ciocpaio. 

The  third  person  singular  often  terminates  in  pa,  as  cicpa 
Qiripne  ocup  muippio  m  muc,"  Aithirne  will  come  and  kill  the 
boy,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  5p^^-  The  second  person  plural  of  this 
tense  is  sometimes  written  ricpaici,  as  oia  n-oecup  laip  cicpairi-pi 
a  cpiup  lim  pa,  "  If  I  go  with  him  ye  three  shall  come  with  me," 
Battle  of  Magli  Rath,  p.  50;  an  riiaic  ip  pepp  cá  nic  ocup  ciuc- 
pap,  "the  best  good  that  came  or  will  come,"  Book  of  Fermoy^ 
fol.  65 ;  cicpaiD  cailjmn  cup  muip  meipjinn,  "tonsured  people 
shall  come  across  the  stormy  sea,"  MS.  Triu.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  17. 
p.  1  ;  ni  cicpa  énpep  a  pamla,  ocup  ni  cuinic,  "  no  man  like  him 
will  come,  nor  has  come,"  Book  of  Fermoy^  fol.  53. 

IMrEHATIVE    MOOD. 


SINGULAR. 

PLURAL. 

1 

1.  cijeamaoip,  or 

cijeam. 

2.  cap,  or 

2.  C15ÍD,  or 

C15. 

CICÍD. 

3.  cij^euD  \^. 

3.   cijioip. 
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Keating  uses  caip  for  the  second  person  singular  of  this  mood, 
as  caip  cujam-po,  ajup  cabaip  lárii  um  láiiii,  "  come  to  me,  and 
place  thy  hand  in  my  hand,"  lUstory  of  Ireland^  p.  125.  In  most 
parts  of  Munster  this  mood  is  inflected  caj,  or  cap,  come  thou ; 
cajao  pé,  let  him  come  ;  cajnmaoip,  or  cajamaoio,  let  us  come ; 
cajaijto,  come  ye  ;  cajaioip,  let  them  come.  But  in  the  oldest 
and  best  manuscripts  in  the  hini^uage  we  find  cicíó,  or  cijio,  as  in 
the  following  quatrain  from  Leabhar  na  h-U'idhri^  relating  to  the 
eruption  of  Lough  Neagh  : 

CicíD,  C1CÍÓ,  jebíD  paebpa, 

Snaioíó  ecicpa  ; 

Cicpa  r^moTTiUin  cap  oiacmum 

Coller  lio, 

— Fol.  36,  if,  a. 

**  Come  ye,  come  ye,  take  ye  weapons, 

Cut  [build]  ye  vessells  : 

Linnmuin  will  come  over  Liathmuin 

With  a  grey  flood." 

A  quatrain  similar  to  this  is  still  repeated  in  the  south  of  the 
county  of  Derry,  by  those  who  speak  the  Irish  language,  and  who 
have  preserved  the  traditional  account  of  the  eruption  of  Lough 
Neagh.     It  runs  thus : 

Cijíó  cum  na  coille, 
Qp  bainijÍD  cuppach  ; 
Oip  cJcpaiD  an  conn  puao 
Cap  baile  pi  j  n-6arach. 

**  Come  ye  to  the  wood, 
And  cut  ye  a  currach ; 
For  the  red  flood  will  come  over 
King  Eochaidh's  town." 

CONDITIONAL    MOOD. 
SlNCrLAR.  PLURAL. 

1.  ciocpainn.  1.  ciocpamaoip. 

2.  rice  pa.  2.  ciocpaio. 

3.  riocfaó  pé.  3.  ciocpaioíp. 
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Uifeaó  is  frequently  found  in  old  manuscripts  for  the  third 
person  singular  form  of  this  mood,  as  ceic  cecca  uairi-pe  co 
Coipppi,  CO  cipeao  oo  mapliaD  m  opuaó,  "  a  messenger  went  from 
her  to  Coirppe  that  he  might  come  to  kill  the  Druid,"  Cor,  GI089.9 
voce  Ope ;  po  popconjaip  poppa  co  o-cíopcaíp  i  n-a  óocum 
n-ionoD  epoalca,  **  he  ordered  that  they  should  come  to  meet  him 
at  an  appointed  place,"  Ann,  Four  Mast. ^  A.  D.  1^595;  nop  jaB 
lap  pin  cpir-jalap  popéijnec  h-e  ó  h-ino  a  ihuUaijco  ino  a  iheop, 
OTTiail  ceiniD  jealáin  no  cipao  epic,  *'  then  was  he  seized  with  a 
violent  trembling  disease  from  the  top  of  his  head  to  the  tops  of  hia 
fingers,  as  if  lightning  had  passed  through  him,"  Book  ofFermoy^ 
fol.  68. 

INFINITIVE  MOOD. 

DO  ceacc 

Various  forms  of  the  infinitive  mood  of  this  verb  are  found  in 
the  Irish  annals  and  ancient  manuscripts,  as  cocc,  coijeacc,  cij- 
eacc,  ciaccain.  Example, — Uaip  po  cipcanpacap  a  opaioe  do 
Coejuipe  cioechc  phacpaic  do  cum  n-Gpeno,  **  for  his  Druids 
had  predicted  to  Loeguire  the  coming  of  Patrick  to  Ireland," 
Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  13,  h.  But  in  modern  manuscripts  and 
printed  books  ceacc  is  the  most  usual  form,  and  is  also  that  used 
in  the  spoken  language  in  every  part  of  Ireland. 


Section  8. —  Of  impersonal^  defectivcy  and  obsolete  Verbs. 

The  verb  caim,  I  am,  and  several  intransitive  verbs, 
though  they  have  no  regular  passive  voice,  are  some- 
times used  impersonally,  like  the  Latin  verbs  itur,  con- 
curritury  &c. 

Examples. — Cmoup  pilcep  lac  inoiu  ?  "  how  is  it  with  thee 
to-day?"  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  107;  cacap  50  maic  leip,  •' he  is 
treated  well ;"  oca  cdrap  o'lappaio  pecnon  Gpeno  ocup  CClpan, 
"  whom  they  are  seeking  throughout  Ireland  and  Scotland,"  Cor. 
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tthi:  Gloss.y  vocej^pxill;  maicl»,  ap  TTlac  Conjlinoi,  cinoup  acnchap 

-fe  ^"  annpin  inoiu,    **  well,   said  Mac  Conglinne,  how  is  it  with  thee 

there  to-day,"  LedbJiar  BreaCy  fol.  108;  bfchep  oc  a  paipe, 
"  people  watch  him,"  /c?.,  voce^  Imbap  pop  Opnae  ;  po  bap  ono 
ic  embeipc  éijne  pop  luce  na  cpice,  **  oppression  was  exercised 
against  the  people  of  the  country,"  Vit,  Moling ;  imrijceap  leo, 
j;£  ^^  itur  ah  illia  ;'*'*  cop  o  i.aijnib,  **  there  went  [messengers]  from 

co*',  the  Lagenians,"  ^nn.  Four  Musters,  ad  ann,  954  ;  ciajaip  ap  a 

:iii  ceann  uainoe,  **  let  us  go  for  them." 

iiis  Many  verbs  which  admit  of  the  passive  voice  are  also  often 

;^,  used  impersonally,  as  po  clop,  or  ip  clop,  it  was  heard ;  ciceap,  it 

appears  ;  ac  concap  oam,  or  ac  cep  oam,  it  appeared  to  me. — See 
Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  A.  D.  553. 

The  following  defective  and  obsolete  verbs,  being 
of  frequent  occurrence,  and  not  always  correctly  ex- 
plained in  the  printed  Irish  dictionaries,  are  here  in- 
serted, to  assist  the  learner  in  reading  Irish  : 

Qd  peo,  he  relates. — Keat.,  passim, 

Qc  cooa,  he  has  :  ac  cooa  mian  mnd   cearpach,  **  he  has  the 

desire  of  the  female  raven." — Ode  to  O' Brian  na  Murtha 

O'Rourke,    The  ao  and  ac  in  these  verbs  are  mere  prefixes, 

like  a  in  acaim,  I  am. 
Qp  pé,  ol  ]»é,  or  op  pé,  quoth  he,  said  he  :   uiaic  a  niic,  op  m 

pacapc,  **  well,  my  son,  said  the  priest." — P^it, Moling,     See 

the  example  quoted  under  Cumcaim. 
Qc  bail,  or  ac  bote,  he  died. — Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  y  A.  D. 

365,  et  passim. 
Qiépío^aim,  I  dethrone,  depose  :  Copmac,  mac  Comalcai^  do 

aicpíojaó,  "  Cormac,  son  of  Tomaltach,  was  deposed." — Ann, 

Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1240. 
6eabaip,  he  died :  a  n-Gipinn  bic  beabaip,  "  in  Parva  Hibemia 

obiit.'* — Feilire  Aenguis,  23rd  April. 
(  Chaip,  or  cep,  he  fell. 

Chepo,  he  put :  po  ceipo  ap  mop  poppa,  "he  brought  [put]  great 
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slanghter  upon  them,"  jSoo^  of  Ballymote,  M,  240^  b^b;  po 
cepo  a  eaclaipc  cap  penipnp  na  h-eclaipi  ip  in  coileac,  •'  he 
put  his  wand  through  the  window  of  the  church  into  the  cha- 
lice,*' Book  o/  Lis  more,  fol.  5,  2 ;  po  cepo  a  luinj  lap  pin 
pech  Gpino  poip  co  h-lnip  pácpuic,  **he  then  put  [steered] 
his  ship  by  Ireland  eastwards,  to  Inis  Patrick,"  Book  of  Lis* 
ffiore,  fol.  6,  col.  2,  line  4. 
Caorhaim,  I  can,  or  I  am  able :  a5up  oia  j-caomyxir  an  can  pm 
amup  lonjpmpc  do  rabaipc  paip,  "and  if  they  were  then 
able,  to  make  an  attack  upon  his  camp,"  ^nn.  Four  Mast,^ 
ad  ann,  1587  ;  caomnacacap,  they  were  able  :  ajup  ni  caorii- 
nacacap  ceacc  caippe,  "and  they  were  not  able  to  cross  it 
(the  river),"  ^nn.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1244. 
Clannpao,  they  thrust  :    clannpao  cleacha   oojpa   epic,    "  they 

thrust  horrid  spears  through  him." — Book  of  Lecan. 
Clocha,  was  heard  :  aca  pceoil  po  clocha,  "  news  were  heard." — 

Feilire  Aenguis,  24th  August. 
CoinopeajaiD,  they  meet:  ip  amlaio  po  umoppa  comopeajaio  a 
n -aen  bunaoap,  ^^sic  auiem  conveniutit  in  uno  stirpes — Book 
of  Bitlhjmote,  fol.  23,  b,  a,  line  29.     See  also  Book  of  Lecan^ 
fol.  75,  b,  «,  and  DuaJd  Mac  Firbis's  Book  of  Pedigrees^ 
p.  575,  line  11. 
Concuaipec,   they  listen,   or  hearken  ;    Tegusc  Riogh,  passim  : 
concuuipec  ppi  ppocepc  b,-  écpi  Dé,  **  they  listen  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Word  of  God." — f'^isio  Adamnayii. 
Cumcaim,  I  can,  or  I  am  able;  possum  :  Dixie  pacpiciup  ppip ; 
oichuip  pooechca  pi  pocep;  duic  TTIajup  ni  cumcaim,  cup  m 
epoch  céonu  i  m-bápach.     t)ap  mo  oebpoch,  ol  pacpaic,  ip 
I  n-ulcc  acca  do  cumachcu  ocup  ni  pil  icip  a  maich,  **  Patrick 
said,  *  banish  now  [the  snow]  if  thou  canst:'  the  Magus  said, 
'  I  cannot  till  the  same  hour  to-morrow.'  '  By  my  Good  Judge,* 
said  Patrick,  *  it  is  in  evil  thy  power  lies,  and  not  at  all  in 
good.*  " — Leabliar  Breac^  fol.  14,  a,  a, 
t)up  liom,  methinks:   oap  leip  péin,   "as  he  thinks  himself," 
Keat,  Hist.y  p.  52;  oap  leo,  "they  think;"  ocup  naca  cainic 
pop  culmain  pin  po  b*pepp  blap  na  bpi  j  oap  leo,  xnCif,  "  and 
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there  came  not  on  earth  wine  of  better  flavour  and  strength, 
they  thought,  than  it" — Oighidh  Muirchertaigh^  MS.  Trin. 
Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  16.  p.  316. 

l)eapa :  po  oeapo,  that  induced. 

t)écpain,  to  see,  to  view.— -./inn.  Four  Mast.  A.  D.  739  :  eipj,  ol 
f é,  DO  óécpain  na  pleoi  moipe  pil  ip  in  oún,  "  go,  said  he,  to 
view  the  great  feast  which  is  in  the  palace. — Battle  of  Magh 
Raghy  p.  24. 

OefpjD,  it  was  settled,  agreed,  oJr  resolved :  oeipio  aca,  or  oeipio 
leo,  "  it  was  resolved  by  them." — Ann.  Four  Mast,  ad  ann. 
327,  1557,  1587. 

t)lea^ap,  it  is  lawful,  is  very  frequently  used  in  old  manuscripts 
for  the  modern  oli^eap ;  and  it  is  even  adopted  by  Keating, 
as  ni  meapaim  50  n-oleajap  jaBdil  do  raBaipc  ap  eacqia  an 
pip  pe,  <^  I  do  not  think  that  the  expedition  of  this  man  should 
be  called  an  invasion,"  History  of  Ireland^  p.  30  ;  Dlea^ap 
cunopao  DO  coihall,  **  a  covenant  should  be  kept,"  Book  of 
Fermoy,  fol.  48. 

t)up,  to  know. — *4nn.  Four  Mast.,  1556.  This  is  a  contraction 
of  D*piop. 

t)uqiacaip,  he  wished :  Duqiacap-pa  compcip  oipje  mo  péca, 
^*utinam  adirigantur  [sic]  vice  mece^'^  L,  Breac,  fol.  18,  i,  a; 
in  ^oech  nop  cic  oapp  m  cip  pm  Ducpacup  co  nab*  peocham 
no  reippeo  ace  comao  am  beolu,  "  the  wind  which  blows 
across  that  country,  would  that  it  should  not  pass  by  me,  but 
enter  my  mouth,"  Mac  Conglinn's  Dream  ;  cun  ouqiaic  oul 
cap  copuinn  piap  cup  m  pac  ppip  pumenn  jpian,  **  so  that  it 
desires  to  go  beyond  the  boundary  westwards,  as  far  as  the 
limit  where  sets  the  sun,"  Rumann,  MS.  Bodleian  Laud.  610, 
fol.  10,  a,  a, 

6Dbaip,  he  offered,  granted,  or  gave. — Ann.  Four  Mast.y  A.  D.  572, 
585. 

Gpbailc,  he  died  :  co  n-epbailc,  "  so  that  he  died." — *ánn.  Four 
Mast.y  365. 

PaÍD,  or  paoiD,  he  sent,  put,  gave  up :  Sean  pháqiaicc  do  paoio- 
eao  a  ppipaioe,  ^*  Sanetus  Patricius  senior  reddidit  spir Hum ^'^'^ 

2  L 
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Aym,  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  457,  and  translated  in  Triaa  Thaum.j 
p.  293  ;  puiDiuf  paqiuic  cechca  uao  co  i.onan,  "  Patrick 
sends  messengers  from  him  to  Lonan,"  Book  of  Lismorey 
fol.  47,  h,  b  ;  po  paoio  ceacca,  **  he  sent  messengers,"  ^nn. 
Four  Mast,  passim ;  paioif  Cublai  a  t)paióe  uaioe  oia  pip  in 
poinnie  no  ooinnie  no  biac  DO*n  cac,  **  Cublai  sends  off  his 
Druids  to  know  whether  success  or  misfortune  would  result 
from  the  battle,"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  113. 

peacca,  was  fought :  m  can  peacca  caé  ITluije  Uuipeao,  "when 
the  battle  of  Magh  Tuireadh  was  fought,"  Cor,  GlosB,y  voce 
Nepcoic. 

Papcaib,  leave ;  now  puj. — See  Annals  of  Ulster,  ad  ann.  995. 

Peappac,  they  gave;  they  poured  out,  Ann,  Four  Mast. ^  k,M. 
3500,  et  passim, 

pia  ;  por  pia,  mayest  thou  get :  poc  pia  buaó  ocup  bennacc, 
"  mayest  thou  get  victory  and  a  blessing,"  Book  of  Lismore^ 
passim, 

piDip,  he  knows  :  uaip  po  pioip  in  coimoiu  cec  ni  pecmaic  a  lep, 
**  for  the  Lord  knows  every  thing  we  stand  in  need  of,"  Leahhar 
Breac,  fol.  121 ,  i.  Ro  pioip,  he  knew,  Ann,  Four  Mast.,  A.  D. 
1522,  et  passim, 

Pobaippioc,  they  attacked  :  po  pobaippioc  an  baile  lopaih,  "they 
afterwards  attacked  the  castle,"  Ann,  Four  Masters^  A.  D. 
1544. 

pinnaim,  I  perceive  ;  pmcc,  he  perceived,  Ann.  Four  Mast,,  h,  D. 
1512.     Pmca,  perceived,  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Ope. 

Popbao,  was  finished :  popbao  cloicci  je  Cluana  niic  noip,  "  the 
finishing  of  the  steeple  of  Clonmacnoise,"  Ann,  Four  Mast,^ 
A.  D.  1 124 ;  lap  b-popbao  a  aoipe,  **  after  finished  his  life," 
Id.,  passiyn, 

popconjaip,  he  ordered:  po  popconjaip  PeiolimiD  pop  a  plosaib 
jan  a  n-oiubpacao  ace  rocr  oia  n-ioribualao  jan  puipeac, 
'*  Felim  ordered  his  troops  not  to  shoot  at  them,  but  to  come 
to  the  charge  without  delay,"  Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1237. 

Poruijim,  I  found:  Qpomacha  o'pocujao  la  naoih  paqiaicc, 
**  Eccles'ui  Ardmachana  fundata  est  per  S,  Patricium,'^  Ann. 
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Four  Masters^  A.  D.  457,  translated  by  Colgan  Trias  Thaum. , 
p.  293. 

pupáil:  ní  pupáil,  it  is  necessary:  aj  pupail  mice,  "exerting 
evil,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  17,  p.  123,  a. 

gapcrp,  is  called,  Ann,  Four  Mast. ^  A.  M.  3502, 

Jenaip,  is  born:  jenaip  pacpic  i  n-Gmcuip,  Patrick  was  born  at 
Emtur,"  Fiach' 8  Hymn  ;  op  ba  ip  in  ccqibac  po  jenaip  poen, 
**  for  he  was  born  in  the  cliariot,"  Cor,  Gloss, ^  voce  Copbmac. 
In  these  examples  the  present  tense  is  put  for  the  past. 

i'O,  he  sent :  50  pa  la  popaipeaoa  ppi  poipcoiméD  jach  conaipe, 
"  80  that  he  sent  sentinels  to  guard  each  pass,"  Ann,  Four 
MasU,  A.  D.  1522. 

6aepar,  they  threw,  or  cast  off:  po  laepac  na  cupaio  uili  a 
m-beanna  co  n-a  carbappaiB  oia  cennaib  ip  m  ac,  "  all  the 
heroes  cast  off  their  crests  with  their  helmets  into  the  ford," 
Book  o/Lecan,  fol.  182,  a,  a. 

6oDap,  or  locap,  they  went :  Dullooap  cuci  1  puioiu  pecc  maicc 
Carboc  :  ppiocip  ouaib  ec  cpeoioepunc,  **  the  seven  sons  of 
Cathboth  went  to  him  thither :  he  preached  to  them  and  they 
believed,''  Book  of  Armagh^  fol.  17. 

6uiD,  DO  luio,  or  DulluiD,  he  went:  duUuid  parpicc  ó  Cemuip 
hi  epic  taijen,  "  Patrick  went  from  Tara  in  Lieinster,"  /i., 
ibid,  ;  peace  ann  do  dimpacpaie  immaiUe  ppia  aioe  i  n-oail 
na  m-6pearan,  "  one  time  that  Patrick  went  together  with  his 
tutor  to  visit  the  Britons,"  f^it.  Patric,  in  Book  of  Lismore  ; 
ip  t  conaip  DO  luiD  qiia  Chenel  n-Gojain  50  piacc  50  Ceap- 
mann  Oabeoj,  **  the  road  which  he  went  was  through  Cenel 
Eoghain  till  he  arrived  at  Tearmonn  Dabheog,"  Annals  of  the 
Four  Masters y  A.  D.  1522. 

múpaim,  I  demolish,  raze  :  po  ifiuppac  an  baile,  "  they  destroyed 
the  walls  of  the  town,"  Ann,  Four  Mast,^  A,  D.  1572;  oo  co- 
naipe Niall  an  cacaip  ap  na  múpaó,  *'  Niall  saw  the  fort  after 
being  demolished,"  Caithreim  Congail. 

T^OD,  or  pac,  he  gave  :  parpom,  "he  ^we^''^ Leabliar  Breac,  fol.  14, 
o,a;  paqxic,  "  they  gave,"  Ann.  Four  Mast,,  A.  M.  3304. 

Riacracap,  they  reached :  cancarup  TJluio  cu  piaccaoap  fTlaip- 
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cine  mop  muman,  "  the  Momonians  advanced  till  they  reached 
Mairtine  in  the  great  [province  of]  Munster,"  Vit,  FinnchUy  in 
Book  of  Lis  more  ^  fol.  70,  h. 

Rijim  a  lep,  I  stand  in  need  of:  po  pioip  in  CoiTnoiu  cec  nl  pec- 
maic  a  lep,  **  the  Lord  knows  every  thing  we  stand  in  need 
of,"  Leahhar  BreaCy  fol.  121,  ^;  an  can  picio  a  leap  na  h-ae 
an  leijtup  oplaiceac  jlancac,  **  when  the  liver  requires  ape- 
rient, purifying  medicine,*' Old  Medical  MS S.,  translated  by 
John  O'Callannan  in  1414. 

Rooacc,  was  raised. — Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  M.  3991. 

Skicc,  he  came,  or  arrived  :  po  piacc  lap  pin  jup  an  abainn  n-oij- 
peca,  **he  afterwards  arrived  at  the  frozen  river,"  Book  of 
Fermoyy  fol.  92.  Siaccaoap,  they  came,  Ann.  Four  Maii,^ 
A.  D.  766. 

Sleacc,  he  cut  down,  or  felled. — Id.,  A.  M.  3549. 

Soao,  to  return,  to  turn,  to  metamorphose :  poac  ma  b-ppiciny, 
"  they  return  back,*'  Id.  Soaicc,  they  returned :  poaico  ap  an 
cip  jan  5iall,  '^an  eioipeaoa,  **  they  return  from  the  country 
with  hostages  or  pledges,"  Id.,  A.  D.  1223  ;  mapaic  pop  na 
paipcpe  lap  n-a  poo  i  clocaib,  **  the  cheeses  still  remain  being 
metamorphosed  into  stones,"  Book  of  Lis  more,  fol.  47,  ft,  h, 

Spaoineo,  was  defeated. — Ann,  Four  Mast.,  A.M.  3500,  et  passim. 

Cucmaic,  it  surrounded  :  as  cacmaic  pnecca  pépna  pep,  "  the 
snow  surrounded  the  girdles  of  men,"  Cor.  Glos.,  voce  pepeno. 

Cappap,  was  shewn,  was  revealed:  cona  o-cuil  Caoj  cpom-coD- 
lao  con  cappap  bpinna  ocup  caipcecal  neic  buo  cinn  do,  "  and 
Tadhg  fell  into  a  deep  sleep,  so  that  he  saw  a  dream  and  a  vi- 
sion of  the  things  which  were  predestined  for  him,"  Book  of 
Lismore,  fol.  163. 

CacaiTTi,  he  died. — Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  708. 

Ceapna,  he  escaped  :  ajup  jio  epioe  ni  ceapna  uaó  yan  cpeacc- 
nujao  50  Tnop  an  ct  lap  po  mapbao,  **  and  though  he  fell,  the 
person  by  whom  he  was  slain  did  not  escape  without  being 
severely  wounded,"  Id.,  A.  D.  1544. 

Cepca,  he  departed,  he  died  :  dccessit. — Id.,  A.  D.  512.  This 
verb  is  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  all  the  Irish  Annals. 
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Copcuip,  he  fell :  bai  q>a  Huaoa  pici  bliaóain  i  piji  n-Gpenn  co 
copcaip  1  each  oeiomach  HI u  151  Uuipeaó  do  láiih  6alaip, 
Nuada  was  twenty  years  in  the  government  of  Ireland,  until 
he  fell  in  the  last  battle  of  Moyturey  by  the  hand  of  Balar." — 
Book  of  Lecan^  fol,  280,  a, 

Cij,  I  am :  ocup  acu  ceo  bliaóuin  op  in  uipci,  "  I  am  an  hun- 
dred years  upon  the  water." — Booh  of  Lismore^  fol.  224. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

ADVERBS. 

Adverbs  are  of  different  kinds,  and  have  been  inge- 
niously classed  by  some  Latin  and  English  grammarians ; 
but  as  there  are  very  few  simple  adverbs  in  the  Irish 
language,  it  is  needless  to  attempt  a  classification  of 
them. 

Huddiman  says  that  *'  adverbs  seem  originally  to  have  been 
contrived  to  express  compendiously  in  one  word,  what  must  other- 
wise have  required  two  or  more ;  as,  sapienter,  wisely^  for  cum 
sapientia ;  hie,  for  in  hoc  loco  ;  semper,  for  in  omni  tempore ; 
semel,  for  una  vice ;  bis,  for  duabus  vicibus ;  Hercule,  for  Her- 
cules me  juvet,  &c.  Therefore  many  of  them  are  nothing  else 
but  Adjective  Nouns  or  Pronouns,  having  the  Preposition  and 
substantive  understood ;  as,  quo,  eo,  eodem,  for  ad  quse,  ea,  eadem 
[loca],  or  cui,  ei,  eidem  (loco) ;  for  of  old  these  Datives  ended  in  o. 
Thus,  qua,  hac,  iliac,  &c.,  are  plain  Adjectives,  in  the  Abl.  Sing. 
Fem.,  the  word  viAj  a  way,  and  t»,  being  understood.  Many  of 
them  are  compounds,  as  quomodo,  i.  e.  quo  modo ;  quemadmo- 
dum,  i.  e.  ad  quem  modum ;  quamobrem,  i.  e.  ob  quam  rem ;  quare, 
i.  e.  (pro)  qua  re ;  quorsum,  i.  e.  versus  quem  (locum)  ;  scilicet, 
i.  e.  scire  licet  ;  videlicet,  i.  e.  videre  licet;  ilicet,  i.  e.  ire  licet; 
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illico,  i.  e.  in  loco ;  magnopere,  i.  e.  magno  opere ;  nimirum,  i.  e. 
ni  (est)  minim.*' — Rudiments  of  the  Latin  Tongue^  Ch.  v.  note  1. 
The  following  definition  of  an  adverb,  given  by  Dr.  Priestly,  is 
well  borne  out  by  the  Irish  language:  "Adverbs  are  contractions 
of  sentences,  or  clauses  of  sentences,  generally  serving  to  denote 
the  manner  and  other  circumstances  of  an  action,  as  wisely y  that  is, 
in  a  wise  manner ;  now^  that  is,  at  this  time.'* 


Sect,  1. — Formation  of  Adverbs, 

Adverbial  phrases  made  up  of  two  or  more  parts  of 
speech  are  very  numerous,  and  adverbs  may  be  formed 
from  adjectives  ad  libitum^  by  prefixing  50,  as  cpoba, 
brave,  50  cpoóa,  bravely ;  piop,  true,  50  piop,  truly. 
This  50  prefixed  to  the  adjective  in  Irish  has  exactly 
the  same  force  as  the  English  termination  It/j  in  adverbs 
formed  from  adjectives,  but  the  50  never  coalesces 
with  the  adjective  so  as  to  form  one  word,  and  is  in 
reality  the  preposition  50,  or  co,  withy  so  that  50  piop 

is  literally  with  truth,  Kara  to  aX-qdh  {according  to 
what  is  true).  It  is  altogether  unnecessary  to  give  any 
list  of  this  class  of  adverbs  in  a  grammar,  or  even  dic- 
tionary ;  but  there  is  another  class  of  adverbs  and  ad- 
verbial phrases,  many  of  which  are  still  in  common  use, 
and  others  to  be  met  with  in  ancient  manuscripts,  which 
the  student  should  commit  to  memory,  as  by  so  doing 
he  will  save  himself  much  time,  which  would  otherwise 
be  lost  in  consulting  Irish  dictionaries,  in  which  he  may 
not  be  able  to  find  them.  Of  this  class  of  adverbs  a  list 
is  here  subjoined : 
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Q  b-poD  Of  fo,  far  hence. 

Q  B-pOD  poiiiie,  long  before. 

QBup,  at  this  side;  at  this  side  of  the  grave  ;  in  this  world.     It  is 

the  opposite  of  call,  q,  v. 
Q  5-céin,  afar,  far  off. 
Q  5-coninuiDe,  always,  continually. 
CI5  pin,  there. 

^S  Po»  here. 

Qj  puD,  yonder. 

Qipe  pin,  therefore. 

Qippioe,  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  old  writings,  in  the  sense  of 

thence^  and  is  equivalent  to  the  modern  ap  pin,  as  cpialluio 

aippioe  50  h-Uipneach,  "they  proceed  from  thence  to  Uis- 

neach,  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  5^, 
Qlla  muij,  on  the  outside. 
Qlla  naip,  on  the  east  side. 
Qllapcij,  on  the  inside. 
Qlla  ciap,  on  the  west  side. 
Qlla  coip,  on  the  east  side. 

Qlle,  or  ale,  or  o  pom  ale,  from  that  time  forward. 
Qmac,  out  of.     This  is  always  used  in  connexion  with  a  verb  of 

motion,  as  cuaio  pé  amac,  he  went  out,  or  forth. — SeeQmuij. 
Qiiiail,  as>  how. 
Qriiáin,  alone,  only,  tantum.    This  is  generally  written  noma  in 

ancient  manuscripts. 
Qmápac,  to-morrow.     This  is  very  frequenUy  written  abapac  in 

old  manuscripts. 
Q  m-bliaóna,  this  year. 

Qihlaio,  so :  ip  amlaio,  it  is  so ;  ni  h-amlaio,  it  is  not  so. 
Q  moo,  or  ap  ttiod,  in  order,  to  the  end  that. 
Qmui^,  without,  outside.     The  difference  between  this  and  amac 

is,  that  the  latter  is  always  used  in  connexion  with  a  verb  of 

motion,  and  the  former  generally  with  some  verb  of  rest,  as 

bi  pé  amui^,  he  was  outside ;  cuaio  pé  amac,  he  went  out. 
Qnaice,  near.    Anciently  often  written  pop  aice. — See  Cor.  Gloss. y 

voce  0Del. 
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Qnaipoe,  on  high,  upward  :  oeipij  pé  anáipoe,  he  rose  up. 
QnaU,  over  to  this  side,  to  this  time.    This  is  always  connected 

with  a  verb  of  motion,  generally  cijim,  as  cainiy  pé  email 

cap  muip,  <<  he  came  over  across  the  sea;"  aca  an  Nap  gan 

pi  j  anall,  o'n  lo  po  copcuip  Ceapball,  '^Naas  is  without  a  kin^ 

ever  since  Cearbhall  was  slain,''  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  DubL  H.  1  • 

17,  fol.  97,  h. 
QnalloD,  formerly,  of  yore :  antiquiiús, 
Q  n-oeap,  southwards,  and  sometimes  from  the  south. 
dn  céin,  while,  whilst 
Qné,  or  anoé,  yesterday. 
Qneaccaip,  externally,  on  the  outside. 
Qnéinpeacc,  together,  simul, 
CCnpao,  or  an  peao,  while,  whilst. — See  Cln  céin. 
Q  njap,  or  a  b-pojup,  near,  close  to,  hard  by. 
Q  map,  from  the  west.     Its  opposite  is  p»ap,  westwards,  or  to  the 

west. 
CI  niop,  from  below.   This  is  always  used  in  connexion  with  a  verb 

of  motion,  and  the  opposite  of  ptop,  dowriy  as  cdinij  pé  aníop, 

he  came  up ;  ruic  pé  píop,  he  fell  down. 
Qniu,  or  anoiu,  to-day ;  hodie, 
Qnnani,  or  joh-anaiii,  seldom. 
Qnn  pin,  then,  there.     Often  written  ipuioe  and  hipuioiu,  in  old 

manuscripts. 
Qnn  po,  here.     Qnnpuioe,  in  old  manuscripts. 
Qnn  puD,  in  yonder  place. 
Qnocc,  to-night ;  ?iac  node, 
Qnoip,  from  the  east.     Its  opposite  is  poip,  eastwards,  or  to  the 

east ;  and  both  are  generally  connected  with  a  verb  of  motion. 
Qnoipreap,  after  to-morrow. 

Qnoip,  now ;  anoip  ajup  apip,  now  and  again,  sometimes. 
Qnonn,  over  to  the  other  side.     Its  opposite  is  anall ;  and  both 

are  generally,  if  not  always,  connected  with  a  verb  of  motion. 
Qnonn  ajup  anall,  over  and  hither.     This  adverbial  expression 

is  generally  written  croiu  ocup  anall  in  old  manuscripts. 
Qn  can,  or  an  uaip,  when. 
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Qnuap,  from  above,  downwards.  This  is  always  used  with  a  verb 
of  motion,  and  is  the  opposite  of  fuap,  upwards,  as  cuaio  fé 
f uap  op  an  j-cnoc,  he  went  up  on  the  hill ;  cáinij  anuap  6 
neaiii,  he  came  down  from  heaven. 

QnuppaiD,  last  year.  This  term,  which  is  still  used  in  the  living 
language,  is  explained  m  bliaoain  caippic,  i.  e.  the  year  last 
past,  in  Cormac^s  Glossary, 

Qp  a  aoi  pm  rpn,  notwithstanding  this  however. 

Qp  aba,  because,  on  account  of. 

Qp  aip,  back. 

Qp  ball,  on  the  spot ;  very  soon ;  immediately. 

Qp  bir,  at  all ;  in  existence. 

Qp  ceana,  or  ol  ceana,  in  like  manner  ;  similiter. 

Qp  éijen,  with  difficulty ;  oul  ap  éijen,  running  away. 

Qpéip,  last  night 

Qp  peao,  throughout 

Qp  pao,  in  length ;  altogether. 

Qp  5-CÚI,  back ;  cuip  ap  5-cúl,  abolish.  This  is  generally  writ- 
ten pop  culu  in  old  manuscripts. 

Qpip  (or  apíDip),  again.     Anciently  oopioipi. 

Qp  leir,  separately. 

Qp  na  Tiiápac,  on  the  morrow.  Often  written  ap  na  bupac  in  old 
writings. 

Qp  pen,  on  account  of;  for  the  sake  of;  in  lieu  of. — See  Preposi- 
tions, 

Qp  cup,  or  a  o-copac,  in  the  beginning. 

Q  o-cpaioe,  quickly,  iiistanier, — Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Cporo. 

Qp  uaipib,  at  times. 

Qpceac,  into.  This  is  always  used  with  a  verb  of  motion,  as  cutno 
pé  apceac,  he  went  in. 

Qpci^,  within :  generally  used  with  the  verb  substantive,  or  some 
verb  denoting  rest,  as  cA  pé  apcij;,  he  is  within. 

Qcuaio,  or  a  o-cuaio,  from  the  north;  northwards. 

óea^  nac,  almost,  all  but 

6heop,  yet ;  the  ancient  form  of  pop. 

60  oeap,  southwards. — Lib,  Lecan^  fol.  208. 

2  M 
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5uDepca,  the  ancient  form  of  peapra,  for  the  future. 

6un  op  cionn,  topsy  turvy,  upside  down. 

Co,  where,  ubi, 

Ca  h-ap,  or  ca  n-ap,  whence?  from  what  ?  unde  ? 

Ca  liacc,  how  many  ! 

Ca  TÍiéiD,  how  many  ?  how  much  ? 

Ceaoamup,  in  the  first  place ;  imprimis.  Often  written  cécamup 
in  old  manuscripts. 

Cheana,  already:  uiiiuil  óeapbup  ceana,  "as  I  have  proved  al- 
ready."— Lucerna  Fidelium^  p.  358.  This  is  pronounced  heana 
in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

Cém,  or  an  céin,  while,  whilst. 

Cenmorá,  hesides,  except. 

Cenmocác,  besides  them ;  except  them. 

Cibionnup,  howbeit,  however. 

Ciopmnup,  whatever  way  or  manner — Vit,  Moling. 

CiD,  indeed ;  autem  ;  maXx,  Je. 

CiD  pa,  why,  wherefore. 

Cionnup,  how  ;  anciently  written  cinoup. 

ChoiDce,  ever. 

Choip,  near,  along. 

Conao,  or  Conio,  so  that. 

Co  nuije  pin,  or  50  nuije  pin,  thus  far. 

Chuije  po,  to  this  end  ;  for  this  purpose. 

t)an,  an  expletive,  then,  indeed. 

tDeipeal,  to  the  right ;  dextrorsum  ;  sunwise. 

l)ibUnib,  both  :  qiiru  oiblinib,  through  both.  This  is  translated 
invicem  in  the  annals  of  Ulster,  It  is  the  ablative  plural  of 
Diblén,  a  couple. 

Dm,  Don,  Dona,  or  ooni,  then,  indeed,  autem^  vera ;  «aa«,  II, 

l)o  jnár,  always. 

iDo  jpéap,  always,  continually. 

Do  Idraip,  presently. 

D'oiDce,  by  night ;  noctu, 

Oo  IÓ,  by  day. 

Do  ponnpao,  exactly,  precisely.     Sometimes  written  in  qnainpeo, 
in  old  manuscripts. 
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Gaoon,  loóon,  croon,  that  is,  namely,  to  wit ;  videlicet. 

pa  ceaoóip,  or  fo  cécóip,  immediately;  at  once;  statim. 

pa  óeoiD,  at  length. 

pa  DO,  twice :  anciently  po  ot, 

Paoo,  or  pcro  o,  long  since ;  long  ago. 

Pao  Ó  pom,  long  since. 

pa  j-cuaipc,  or  ma  5-cuaipc,  round  about.  Sometimes  written 
6a  cuaipr  and  ima  cuaipc  in  ancient  manuscripts. 

pa  peac,  or  po  peac,  respectively,  separately :  pa  peac  ceana, 
ajup  ni  a  n-aoineacc,  00  ni cheap  coippeayao  an  cuipp  ajup 
coippeayao  na  pola,  "separately,  and  not  at  the  same  time,  the 
consecration  of  the  body  and  the  consecration  of  the  blood  are 
made.'' — Lucema  Fidelium,  p.  250. 

peapca,  for  the  future.    Anciently  written  buoepca  and  pooepca. 

peb,  as. 

Piaplaoio,  throughout 

Po  bicin,  because. 

Po  cleir,  privily. 

pop,  yet ;  acr  pop,  but  yet. 

^enmocá,  besides,  except. 

30,  until. 

^o  bpác,  for  ever. 

Jo  oeiTÍiin,  indeed. 

50  D-CÍ,  untiL 

Jo  D-cpapca,  lately. 

Jo  poll,  yet,  as  yet. 

Jo  h-uilioe,  entirely. 

Jo  leiy,  presently,  soon. 

Jo  léip,  entirely,  wholly. 

Jo  leop,  or  50  I6p,  enough. 

Jo  maic,  well. 

Jo  mime,  often. 

Jo  moc,  early. 

Jo  nice,  or  50  nuije,  until. 

loDon,  to  wit,  namely. 

lapam,  afterwards.     This  is  sometimes  expletive. 
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lap  b-piop,  truly,  in  reality;  katu,  MBtf. 

lapp  in  ni,  ex  eo  quod ;  because. 

lappooain,  after  that;  posiea.     Now  written  uip  pin. 

loip,  or  icip,  at  all. 

llle,  or  ale,  thenceforward,  hue  usque, 

lomoppa,  indeed;  vero,autem, 

Icip,  indeed,  at  all. 

Cam  le,  near  to,  hard  by. 

Ceip  po,  with  this. 

Ceac  pop  leic,  or  lear  a]\  leir,  on  either  side. 

6eac  apci  j,  inside,  within. 

6ear  ip  c-puap,  above,  deauper. 

map,  as. — See  PrepositionSy  Sect-  1. 

map  an  j-céaona,  in  like  manner,  likewise,  similiter, 

map  aon,  together. 

map  pin,  so,  in  that  manner. 

map  po,  thus,  in  this  manner. 

moc,  early ;  50  moc,  diluculo, 

mópTTiíp;  50  Tnópnióp,  especially. 

Hámá,  only.    Now  always  written  ariiáin,  q,  v. 

Noco,  not. 

Ho  50,  until :  no  50  o-ráinij  papéalón,  **  until  Parthalan  ar- 
rived."— Keat.  Ilist.f  p.  30. 

O,  since  ;  seeing  that. 

Obela,  wide  open.     Obéla  opluicre. — Ann.  Four  Mast, ^  1600. 

O  céile,  asunder ;  rpé  n-a  céile,  to  and  fro. 

O  céin  iháip,  from  time  remote. 

O  cianaib,  a  little  while  ago  :  jap  becc  pia  n-eppapcain  ó  cianuib, 
"  a  little  before  vesper- time,  just  now." — Leabhar  BreaCy  fol. 
107. 

Olceana,  or  apceana,  in  like  manner ;  similiter. 

On,  indeed  ;  expletive. — Ann,  Four  Mast,,  1137, 1601 ;  ba  pip  on, 
'*it  was  true  indeed." — L,  na  h-UidhrL 

Op  apo,  aloud  ;  publicly. 

Op  cómaip,  opposite ;  e  regione. 

Op  ipeal,  privately. 
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O  pn  lUe,  thenceforward. 

O  poin  ale,  or  ó  pom  amac,  ever  since;  thenceforward. 

Oc,  since,  as,  seeing  that. — Keat.  HisLj  p.  127. 

Riam,  ever.     Also  written  a  piuiii. 

"Riarii,  before :  pium  ocup  lapam,  antea^  et  posteOy  Cor,  Glosff,, 

voce  6oc. 
"Riapiu,  or  pepiu,  before  ;  anteqttam. — See  Conjunctions, 
^arhlaió,  so. 
8án  can,  to  and  fro. — Ann,  Four  Ma$t,^   1595  ;   and  Mac  Con- 

glinn»  Dream^  in  Leabhar  Breac. 
Seaca,  by,  past ;  secus. 
Seacnoin,  or  pecnon,  through. 
Seaccaip,  by,  past. 
Stop,  down:  r\a  cluip  piop  co  Sionoinn,  "the  plains  down  to  the 

Shannon." — O'JIeerin.     Generally  used  with  a  verb  of  motion. 
Siopanna,  down  here. 

Suap,  up,  upwards.     Used  with  a  verb  of  motion. 
Sul,  before. 
Sunn,  or  punna,  here. 
Chall,  on  the  other  side;  in  the  other  world.     This  is  alv*nys  used 

in  connexion  with  a  verb  of  rest 
Camall,  or  le  camall,  awhile. 
Can,  or  an  can,  when. 
Caob  amuij,  or  allamuij,  on  the  outside. 
Caob  apcij,  or  allapci j,  on  the  inside. 
Chiop,  below.     Generally  used  with  a  verb  of  rest. — See  Sfop. 
Cpa,  indeed  ;  an  expletive ;  vero^  autem. 
Cpapca  :  50  qiapca,  lately,  just  now. 
Cpia  bicin,  or  qie  bicin,  for  ever. 
Ciiaipim  :  pa  cuuipim,  about,  circiter. 
Uuap,  above.     Generally  used  in  connexion  with  a  verb  of  rest — 

See  Suap.     Uuap  ocup  c?p,  "  above  and  below." — Cor,  Gloss,, 

voce  Co  Tula. 
Cuille  eile,  moreover. 
UiD  ap   n-uiD,   gradually. — See  Battle  of  Magh  Bath,  p.  166. 

Stewart  sets  down  this  adverbial  phrase  as  a  living  one,  in  the 
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Highlands  of  Scotland.    It  is  obsolete  in  Ireland,  though  some- 
times found  in  old  manuscripts. 

Uime  pn,  therefore. 

Umoppa,  or  lomoppa,  indeed,  but;  verOy  autem. 

Many  other  phrases  of  an  adverbial  character  will 
be  met  with,  but  the  foregoing  are  the  principal.  In 
parsing  such  phrases  the  learner  should  construe  each 
word  according  to  its  etymological  class,  noting,  how- 
ever, the  adverbial  character  of  the  whole  phrase. 


Section  2. —  Of  prepositive  and  inseparable^  or  consignijicant 

Adverbs. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that  in  this  language  prepositions 
are  rarely  compounded  with  verbs  or  adjectives,  as  in 
Greek  and  Latin,  and  the  languages  derived  from 
them,  as  in  abstineo^  adhereo^  contradicOj  dejicio^  dis- 
trahoj  egredior^  intervenio^  prcBtereOy  &c.  To  express 
such  ideas  in  Irish,  prepositions  or  adverbs  are  placed 
after  the  verbs,  and  never  amalgamated  with  them,  as 
beip  ap,  get  away,  escape,  Lat.  evade  ;  cuaió  pé  puap, 
ascendit ;  cuaió  f  é  f  íop,  descendit ;  cuaió  f  é  anonn, 
transiity  &c. 

The  following  fifteen  prepositive,  consignificant,  or 
inseparable  particles,  are  undoubtedly  adverbs,  not  pre- 
positions. They  are  capable  of  being  compounded  with 
nouns  substantives,  nouns  adjectives,  and  verbs,  to 
modify  or  alter  their  significations. 

Qd,  or  aiD,  an  intensitive  particle,  as  aiÓTTiiUeaD,  destruction ;  as 
in  Ledbhar  Breac^  fol.  107,  a,  a  :  do  aiomiUeo  pep  ITluman, 
"  to  destroy  the  men  of  Munster." 
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QiiTi,  or  am,  a  negative  particle,  of  the  same  force  with  the  English 
ifif  or  tt»,  as  leap,  welfare,  aiirileap,  misfortune ;  5I1C,  wise, 
airiijlic,  unwise  ;  oeoin,  will,  aimóeoin,  unwillingness  ;  ulcac, 
bearded,  amulcac,  beardless ;  yap,  convenience,  arhjap,  afflic* 
tion,  distress. 

Qin,  or  an,  a  privative,  or  negative,  as  piocc,  shape,  or  plight, 
Qinpiocc,  evil  plight;  mian,  desire,  ainihian,  an  evil  or  inordi- 
nate desire ;  beapr,  a  deed,  amBeapc,  an  evil  deed  ;  eolac, 
skillful,  aineolac,  ignorant ;  olijceac,  lawful,  ainolijceac,  un- 
lawful ;  cpác,  time,  ancpdr,  unseasonable  time  ;  coil,  will, 
ancoil,  ill  will ;  pó,  prosperity,  anpo,  adversity ;  plaic,  a  prince, 
anplaic,  a  tyrant ;  cpoioe,  a  heart,  ancpoioe,  a  bad  heart  ; 
oaoine,  people,  anoaome,  evil,  or  wicked  people;  uapal,  noble, 
anuapal,  ignoble.  Qin,  or  an,  has  also  an  intensitive  power  in 
a  few  compounds,  as  ainceap,  excessive  heat ;  an-peap,  a  great 
man ;  an-ifiop,  very  great ;  an-cpaop,  or  an-paop,  very  cheap. 
This  particle,  however,  seldom  occurs  in  this  sense  in  correct 
Irish  works,  in  which  it  is  generally  used  as  a  negative. 

The  particles  an  and  aiiri  are  called  negatives  in  Cormac'a 
Glossary^  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  they  were  always  so 
used  in  the  ancient  Irish  language,  though  an  is  now  often  used  as 
an  intensitive  particle  in  the  spoken  language,  as  z(x  an  la  an-puap, 
the  day  is  very  cold  ;  ca  an  oioce  an-oopca,  the  ^ight  is  very 
dark  (pronounced  in  some  parts  of  Ireland  as  if  written  unna). 
But  in  Cormac's  Glossal'}/,  an  is  distictly  called  a  Gaelic  negative, 
thus:  Qn,  no  am,  .1.  oiulcaó  ^^^eoelje,  amail  pon  jab  nac  ocup 
annac  ;  eim  ocup  aineim,  nepc  ocup  aimnepc,  **  An,  or  amii,  a 
Gaelic  negative,  as  nath  and  axnath  ;  eimh  and  aineimh  ;  nert  and 
AMHNERT." — See  also  the  same  Glossary,  voce  Qnioan,  where  an  is 
called  a  negative  :  **  an  po  oiulrao."  It  should  be  here  remarked, 
that  these  and  all  the  other  prepositive  particles  are  made  broad  or 
slender,  accordingly  as  the  first  vowel  of  the  words  with  which 
they  are  compounded  are  broad  or  slender.  In  the  Erse,  or  Scotch 
Gaelic,  as  we  learn  from  Stewart's  GaTtc  Grammar  (second 
edition,  p.  142,  note  w),  the  "syllable  aw  assumes  three  forms. 
Before  a  broad  vowel  or  consonant  it  is  an^  as  *  anshocair  ;*  before 
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^  a  «mall  Towel,  atfi,  a«  'aineolach,'  igfnarani;  <  aindeoin,*  «itm/- 

I  Un^ness;  before  a  labial,  amt  or  aím^  as  < úmbeartacb/  poor; 

\  sometimes  with  the  m  aspirated^  as  '  aimhleas,'  detriment^  ruin  ; 

\  '  aimh-leathan,'  narrow.*'    This  change  from  an  to  am,  before  a 

labial,  never  takes  place  in  the  Irish,  as  beopc,  a  deed,  ainBeopc^ 

an  evil  deed. 


0 
* 


QxCy  or  or,  has  a  negative  power  in  a  few  words,  as  atépio^ctó,  to 
dethrone  ;  arcaoipeac,  a  deposed  chieftain  ;  aircléipeac,  a  su- 
perannuated or  denounced  clergyman;  arlaoc,  a  superannuated 
warrior,  a  veteran  soldier  past  his  labour.  But  it  has  usually  a 
reiterative  meaning,  as  airBeobaim,  I  revive ;  ai«h:ét6ce,  re- 
heated ;  ciro6i6ce,  re-burnt ;  aiéóeanaih,  re-making,  or  re- 
building, ^nn*  Four  Mast. yA.D.  1572;  aiégemoe,  regenerated; 
alexin,  such  another,  quasi  regeneraius. 

Clip,  or  eip,  a  reiterative  particle,  as  aipioc,  restitution ;  eipeip^e, 
resurrection.  But  it  enters  into  the  composition  of  very  few 
words. 

t)f,  or  ofo,  a  simple  negative,  like  the  Latin  di^  di»^  as  ofceonnaiin, 
I  behead ;  oiombuióeac,  ungrateful,  unthankful ;  oiombuon, 
perishable ;  oiomolaim,  I  dispraise  ;  oiocoif^re,  incorrigible, 
Keat,  HUt,^  p<  13 ;  of-aipneire,  innarrabUiSi  Leahhar  Breae^ 
fol.  121,  b  :  oíoéojluióe,  impregnable,  Ann.  Four  Masters^ 
passim :  Book  ofLismore^  fol.  114.  This  particle  is  also  called 
a  negative  in  Cormacs  Glossary^  vocibus  Oubac  et  Oeinmne  : 
Oi  po  oiulcaó,  "  ni  for  denying."  In  some  few  words  it  has 
an  intensitive  power,  as  Dfoiiióp,  very  great :  oo  mac  cpf  papa 
Dia  n*oiu5paicpiói  aili  oimópa»  *'  they  constructed  three  ma- 
chines, by  which  very  large  stones  might  be  cast,"  Id,^  fol.  122 ; 
oibpeip^,  revenge. 

t>o,  when  prefixed  to  adjectives,  denotes  t//,  as  oo-Beapac,  ill-bred, 
unmannerly ;  but  when  prefixed  to  passive  participles,  or  the 
genitive  case  of  progressive  active  nouns,  it  denotes  difficult,  or 
impossible,  as  oo-óéanca,  hard,  or  impossible  to  be  done; 
DÓ-múince,  indocile,  or  difficult  to  be  taught ;  t>6-j^bála,  im- 
passable, or  difficult  to  be  passed  :  Ool  qiiop  na  oóippiB 
oo-^abálo,  <<  to  go  through  the  impassable  doors,  or  openings,^' 
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Ann,  Four  Mast,^  A.  D.  1602  ;  pfonemeo  oo-imceacca,  "an 
impassable  sacred  wood,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  17. 
p.  123,  col.  a. 

In  Comuuis  Glossary^  f)oce  DuBac^  this  is  also  called  a  nega- 
tive: Du,  oo,  oe  po  Diulcaó,  "<?m,  do,  de^  for  denying." 

©1,  or  éa,  a  negative  particle,  which  generally  eclipses  the  initial 
consonant  of  the  word  with  which  it  is  compounded,  if  it  ad- 
mits of  eclipsis,  as  qiocaipeac,  merciful,  éaorptScaipeac,  un- 
merciful; cialloa,  rational,  eijcialloa,  irrational;  coip,  justice, 
éa^cóip,  injustice;  cpdiBceac,  pious,  éajcpáibéeac,  impious; 
ceannpa,  meek,  éajceannpa,  tmmitiSt  Ledbhar  Breac^  fol.  127, 
by  a  ;  qiom,  heavy,  eaoqiom,  light;  ooiihin,  deep,  euooimin, 
shallow  ;  eopocca,  brightness. 

This  negative  is  written  e  in  Cormac^s  Glossary,  voce  Gmain  : 
e  po  Diulcao  ;  **6  for  denying."  In  the  modern  language  it  is 
written  ea  before  a  broad  vowel,  and  ei  before  a  slender  one. 

Gap,  a  negative,  which  is  to  be  distinguished  from  the  foregoing, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  always  short,  while  the  other  is  invariably 
long,  and  never  has  the  p,  except  by  accident.  Example^ — 
CapaiD,  a  friend,  ecq^capaio,  an  enemy  ;  plan,  whole,  well, 
sound,  eapplan,  sick,  unhealthy;  eapaipm,  unarmed. — Book 
ofFennoy,  fol.  29.     It  does  not  often  occur. 

It  is  written  ep  in  Cormacs  Glossary,  voce  Gpipc  et  Gpén, 
and  called  a  negative :  6p  po  oiulcao,  *'  Es  for  denying.** 

poip,  or  pop,  an  intensitive  particle,  as  poipimeallac,  exterior,  ex- 
ternal; poipleacan,  extensive;  popaipe,  a  watch,  or  guard; 
poipcoiihéao,  a  watch,  Ann,  Four  Mast,,  A.  D.  1522  ;  poip- 
neapc,  violence;  poppaipe,  guard,  watch;  poipéigean,  oppres- 
sion; aj  imipc  poipneipc  ajup  poipéijin  ap  Gipinn,  "  exercis- 
ing violence  and  oppression  on  Ireland,**  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  138. 

1m,  or  lom,  an  enhancing,  or  intensitive  particle,  as  loma^allnm, 
dialogue;  lompuilinjim,  I  bear,  or  support;  imeajla,  fear; 
lomlán,  whole,  complete;  lomplan,  sound,  whole;  imoioen, 
shelter,  defence;  lomcoiriieaD,  keeping;  lomcuriioac,  a  cover, 
or  case;   in\úpD,   high;    imcumanj,   narrow.     It  sometimes, 

2  N 
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though  rarely,  means  about j  as  imbar,  '<a  surrounding  sea,'* 
Cor.  Gloss,  voce  Imbar. 

This  particle  is  very  frequently  found  in  old  manuscripts  pre- 
fixed to  words  which  make  good  sense  without  it,  as  imea^la,  fear, 
for  the  modern  eajla  ;  imofoen,  protection,  for  the  modern  ofoean. 
Exa7npl€.—  ^ahij\\\  cam  oo  noem  ppipaic  com  imoeayail,  ocup 
Dom  imoioen,  "  give  me  thy  holy  spirit  to  guard  and  protect  me," 
LeahJiar  Breac,  fol.  121,  6. 

TTlf,  a  negative,  as  micpeioeairi,  unbelief;  mí-náoúpra,  unnatural; 
mi-cealmaine,  an  ominous  presage;  mí-á^,  misfortune;  mi-pac, 
ill  success. 

This  particle  is  very  much  in  use  in  the  modern  language,  and 
when  compounded  with  a  word  of  which  the  first  vowel  is  broad, 
it  has  been  the  custom  with  modern  writers  to  introduce  an  o,  to 
fulfil  the  modern  rule  of  "  broad  with  a  broad,"  &c.,  as  miopac,  ill 
success ;  but  the  ancients  always  wrote  it  mf. 

Neam,  or  neiih,  a  negative  prefixed  to  nouns  substantive  and  ad- 
jective, as  neaiii-puim,  neglect;  neiTÍiníD,  nothing ;  neaiii-claon, 
impartial,  unbiassed  ;  neu!Ticuin|x:u]Dre,  immoveable.  It  is  also 
sometimes  prefixed  to  verbs,  as  nearii-cuillim,  I  deserve  not, 
as  peapja  na  nuem  do  nearii-ruill,  "who  deserved  not  the 

anger  of  the  saints." — GioUa-Iosa  M or  Mac  Firhis^  1417. 

In  the  Scotch  Gaelic  this  is  written  neo,  and  it  is  pronounced 
in  some  parts  of  the  south  of  Ireland  as  if  written  nea,  as  neam- 
puim,  neglect ;  pronounced  nea-puim. 

In,  or  ion,  when  prefixed  to  passive  participles,  denotes  fitness,  or 
aptness,  as  inleijip,  curable  ;  a  oubpawip  a  lea^  ppip  nap  Bo 
jalap  mleijipbai  paip^  "hisphysicians  told  him  that  it  was  not 
a  curable  disease  he  had,''  Book  of  Fermoy^  fol.  68 ;  inoéanca, 
fit  to  be  done ;  loncuijre,  intelligible,  to  be  understood  ;  mpij- 
ce,  "fit  to  be  elected  king,"  Vit,  Cellachi;  inlaei^,  in-calf; 
inmeapca,  to  be  thought,  or  deemed;  incpeioce,  credible.  This 
prefix  has  nearly  the  same  signification  as  the  termination  hilis 
in  Latin,  or  hie  in  English. 

The  same  idea  is  often  expressed  in  old  manuscripts  by  placing 
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the  assertive  verb  if,  or  some  particle  which  carries  its  force,  before 
the  passive  participle,  as  ip  cuiihni^e  oia  5up  ^-cupaoaib,  ^'  it  is 
to  be  remembered  by  your  champions,*'  Battle  of  Magh  Rath^ 
p.  124;  nac  cuipce  a  5-concabaipc,  "that  it  is  not  dubitable," 
Keat.  Hist,^  p.  45. 

O'Molloy  says  that  this  prefix  in  has  the  force  of  the  Latin  par- 
ticiple of  the  future  in  dus ;  *'  Particula  autem  in  addita  voculae 
facit  voculam  importare  participium  finiens  in  dus^  apud  Latinos, 
yifaciendus^  vt  hoe  non  est  /aciendum^  hibernice,  ni  bh-puil  fo 
inoeunca."  Grammatica  Latino  Iltbemicoy  pp.  99,  100, 

80,  or  foi,  when  prefixed  to  passive  participles»  denotes  apt^  or  easy^ 
as  fo-a^Uiiia,  affable,  easy  of  address ;  p oióéanra,  feasible. 
When  prefixed  to  adjectives  it  denotes  good^  as  fo-cpoióeac, 
good-hearted ;  fx>icinéalac,  of  good  family.  It  is  the  opposite 
of  00,  and  hence  we  have  so  many  words  beginning  with  p  and 
o  forming  opposites^as  puBailce,  virtue,  ouBailce,  oroo  ailce, 
vice;  ponap,  happiness,  oonap,  misery;  polap,  happiness,  ooldp, 
grief;  paiobip,  rich,  oaiobip,  poor;  pomeann,  favourable  or 
good  weather,  ooineann,  bad,  or  unfavourable  weather. 

To  the  foregoing  may  be  added  the  following  mo- 
nosyllables, which  are  seldom,  if  ever,  used  except  as 
consignificant  particles  set  before  nouns,  and  sometimes 
before  verbs,  with  which  they  generally  amalgamate  in 
composition. 

6ir,  or  bior,  constant^  as  bich-aicpeb,  constant  habitation,  Vmo 
Adamnani ;  bior-buan,  ever-during ;  bic-oileap,  ever  loyal ; 
bicDílpe,  constant  inheritance,  fee  simple. 

Com,  coiih,  con,  coin.  The  monosyllable  com,  or,  as  it  is  written 
before  a  slender  vowel,  conn,  sometimes  signifies  eqiMl,  as  caio 
piao  com  apo,  they  are  equally  high ;  and  at  other  times  ffo,  as 
cd  pé  com  h-olc  pm,  it  is  so  bad. — See  Conjunctions,  But  it 
is  also  used  in  the  same  sense  as  the  Latin  particle  con^  as  in 
coiihceanjal,  connexion;  compocal,  a  compound  word;  com- 
cpumn,  round,  globular  ;  coinopeajaD,  a  union,  or  meeting ; 
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coi^cpioc,  a  confine,  a  boundary.  It  is  sometimes  a  mere  in- 
tensitive  particle,  as  coiiheajap,  a  series;  comalcpom,  foster- 
age ;  coiTipainic  ooiB,  *'  they  came  together,"  Book  ofFermoy^ 
fol.  23;  comcuije,  a  covering;  coinipoillptuja6,  to  illuminate. 
— See  Battle  ofMaghBathy  p.  112;  coiiipojup,  near,  compar. 
coimneapa,  as  ip m  c-pleiB  ba  coimneapa  oóib,  "in the  moun- 
tain next  to  them,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  17.  p.  123,  a. 
l)aj,  oeaj,  or  oeij.  This  word  is  decidedly  an  adjective,  and  the 
same  as  the  Welsh  dha^  good  ;  but  it  is  never  used  except  be- 
fore its  substantive.  It  is  pronounced  oeá^  (the  a  long)  in 
Connaught,  and  oéa^  (the  é  long)  in  Munster,  as  oea^-óaone, 
good  people ;  oéij-peap,  a  good  man.  In  ancient  manuscripts 
it  is  most  generally  written  oaj,  or  oaj  (without  any  mark  of 
aspiration  on  the  5),  as  in  Cormac*8  Glossary,  voce  Qinjel, 
oajrechcaipe,  ^^  bonus  nuntius ;**  oajmáraip,  "a  good  mo- 
ther, Id.y  voce  6uanano.  It  is  explained  as  follows  in  the 
same  work:  oa^,  .1.  mair,  opoc,  .1.  olc,  uc  opoc  do  opocaiB, 
Da^  DO  oa^ib,  *'  Dagh,  i.  e.  good  ;  droch,  i.  e.  evil,  as  droch 

DO  DROCHAIBH,    DAGU  DO  DA6I1AIBH,    i.  e.  evil  tO  the  evil^   gOOd 

to  the  good. 

Opoc,  or  opoic,  the  opposite  of  DQ^,  bad,  evil,  as  Dpoc-cuap,  an 
evil  omen  ;  opoc-puil,  an  evil  eye ;  Dpoic-jntoih,  an  evil  deed ; 
opoic-piol,  bad  seed ;  cup  pil  1  n-opoch-ichip,  "  sowing  seed 
in  bad  soil,"  Mac  Conglinn's  Dream  in  Leahhar  Breac.  It  is 
explained  in  Cormac^s  Glossary  thus:  opoc,  .1.  cac  n-olc, 
uc  epc,  Dpochbean,  no  opochpeap,  "  droch,  i.  e.  every  thing 
bad,  ut  est  drocubheam,  a  bad  woman  ;  drochfhxar,  a  bad 
man. 

6n,  or  em,  one,  as  éinníó,  one,  or  any  thing ;  énén,  one  or  any  bird. 
This  is  in  reality  the  word  aon,  or  aen,  one,  or  any ;  but  some 
of  the  best  Irish  writers  spell  it  en,  or  em,  when  it  amalgamates 
with  the  substantive. 

Gap  is  sometimes  intensitive,  as  in  eap^álSáil,  capturing;  eap- 
lamaD,  arraying;  eapoplucoo,  opening, — See Leabhar BreaCy 
fol.  127,  by  a. 

po,  or  poi,  under,  as  poóaome,  underlings,  the  lower  classes  of 
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men ;  poi^éaja,  under  branches ;  pobápo,  an  inferior  bard,  or 
poet ;  pocalaih,  lower  land,  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Gcapcé;  pocap, 
slightly  curling,  as  pole  pocap  popopoa,  "  slightly  curling 
golden  hair,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  116;  peap  po-cana 
po  rpéij  a  pmiop,  "  a  man  worse  than  meagre  [under-meagre^ 
whom  his  marrow  had  forsaken,"  Teige  Ball  CHiggin  in  his 
Satire  on  the  (/ITaras;  poihám,  subject;  poihamuióre,  sub- 
jects. 

ppic,  or  fpioey  against  J  as,  ppiocbualao,  repercussion;  ppicBeopr, 
opposition ;  ppiorop^ain,  a  seeking,  or  regaining  of  plunder, 
or  a  counter  plunder. — See  ^nn.  Four  Mast,,  1595,  et  passim, 

11,  or  lol,  many,  of  the  same  power  with  the  Latin  multi,  and  the 
Greek  v^Xv,  in  compounds,  as  ilpianaim,  "  I  torture  in  various 
ways,"  Lib.  Lecan,  fol.  246,  b  ;  ilcleapac,  of  various  feats ; 
loloánac,  or  ilceapoac,  polytechnic,  or  skilled  in  various 
trades  or  arts  ;  na  h-ilbéaplaóa,  the  various  languages ; 
lolcuin^eac,  polygonal ;  iliomao,  very  many ;  ilanmanna, 
"various  names,"  Cor,  Gloss,  voce  Roc;  lUaiiia,  various 
hands,  or  branches.  This  is  sometimes,  though  rarely,  used  as 
a  separate  word,  and  placed  after  the  noun  substantive  to 
which  it  belongs. 

Oil,  great,  as  olljuc,  a  loud  voice;  oUjocac,  loud  voiced; 
oll-^ntomo,  daring  deeds. 

Sir,  or  pior,  an  intensitive  particle,  as  piorpulan^,  good  temper,  as 
of  a  sword  or  battle-axe ;  picpulanj  a  p ámchac,  the  temper  of 
their  battle-axes ;  baile  pi^oa  poihop  cu  ponnacaib  pirápoa, 
"  a  regal,  very  large  residence,  with  high  enclosures," — Book 
of  Lismore,  fol.  190,  b. 

CiuD,  or  oeoD,  last,  final ;  as  ciujláire,  last  days  ;  ciujplatr, 
or  oeoD-plaic,  the  last  prince,  as  Sapoanapálup  oeoo-plaic 
Qpapoo,  '*  Sardanapalus,  the  last  sovereign  of  the  Assyrians," 
Book  of  Ballymote,  fol.  6  ;  ciujplaic  Ulao  i  n-Gaiiiain, 
<<  the  last  prince  of  Ulster  rcho  dwelt  at  Emania,"  .^nn.  Tigh- 
emachy  A.  D;  332.  Oeojlaf,  the  evening,  as  cic  pino  oo'n 
puap-boir  oeoolaiD  co  paipnic  an  colano  cen  ceno,  *'  Finn 
came  to  the  tent  in  the  evemng,  so  that  he  found  the  body 
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without  a  heady"  Cor.  Gloss,  ^  voce  Ope ;  oeoonaiDce,  "  the 
latter  end  of  the  night,"  Leahhar  BreaCj  fol.  107.  This  prefix 
is  never  found  in  modem  books  or  manuscripts. 

Co  is  frequently  prefixed  to  verbs  and  verbal  nouns  as  an  inteosi- 
tive  particle,  as  co^luapaci:,  moving,  or  motion ;  coóúpcoó, 
resuscitation ;  co^aipm,  summons. 

Ui|i,  up,  eap,  or  aup,  noble^  and  sometimes  merely  intensitive,  as 
upcpoioeac,  noble-hearted;  úippjéal,  a  famous  story;  úpéo- 
pac,  the  van,  front,  or  very  beginning  ;  upóaipc,  eapóaipc,  or 
aupóaipc,  illustrious,  renowned  ;  úp-ápo,  lofty»  very  high* 

To  this  list  of  prefixes  might  also  be  added  several 
monosyllabic  adjectives  which  are  often  placed  before 
their  nouns  so  as  to  form  with  them  one  compound 
word,  as  ceapc,  just,  or  right ;  ceapclap,  the  centre, 
or  very  middle  ;  ceipcifieaoon,  the  centre  ;  05,  entire, 
as  oijpéip,  entire  submission;  ojjoiljenn,  amnesty;  015- 
Dipe,  full  fine*;  apt),  high,  as  aipo-pij, a  monarch;  ppim, 
chief,  as  ppirh-eaglaip,  a  chief  church.  Also  the  adverbs 
an,  very ;  p6,  too;  mop,  somewhat;  pap,  exceedingly, as 
an  beaj,  very  little ;  po  rhop,  too  great ;  mop  mop, 
somewhat  [too]  large,  or  rather  large ;  pap-mair,  ex- 
ceedingly good.  The  substantive  pi 5,  a  king,  is  also 
often  prefixed,  in  the  modern  language,  both  to  sub- 
stantives and  adjectives,  as  p^j-p^ap,  a  very  good,  or 
great  man;  pij-rhair,  very  good.  The  prepositions 
lOip,  eiDip,  or  eat)ap,  peirh,  before,  and  cim,  about, 
are  sometimes  found  in  composition  in  a  few  words, 
as  eaoap-polap,  twilight;  iDip-óealbaó,  distinction; 
ecap-aipneip,  a  digression;**  iDip-mínmjaó,  interpreta- 

•  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubi.  II.  3.        *»  Lcabhar  Breac,  fol.  107. 
18.  col.  a. 
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tion,  i.e.  an  interlined  gloss,  or  explanation ;  cmipjleoó, 
distinction  ;  eaoap-pcapaó,  separation  ;  perhpáióre, 
aforesaid ;  cim-jluaipim,  I  move  round  ;  eaoap-bao- 
gal,  jeopardy ;  eaoapnaióe,  ambuscade  ;  eaDap-rpár, 
dinner-time. 

I  cannot  close  these  remarks  on  the  prefixes,  or  consignificant 
particles,  without  laying  before  the  reader  the  whole  of  what 
0*Molloy  writes  on  the  subject : 

*'  Huiusmodi  complexorum,  et  semisimplicium  alia  construun- 
tur  ex  duabus  voculis  quarum  quselibet  seorsim  ab  altera  aliquid 
importat,  vt  ^eallamh  de  qua  iam  dixi,  ^eal  enim  importat  can- 
dorem,  lamh  vero  manum,  quae  sunt  res  diuersse,  adeoque  tale 
complexum  vocatur  ab  Hibernis  proprie  comhphocail.    Alia  vero 
non  sic,  sed  construitur  ex  vna  significatiua  seorsim,  et  alia  voce 
non  significatiua  seorsim  vt  poij^heal.     Construitur  enim  ex  non 
significatiua  po  Hibernis  ^leim  phocail,  latine  pars  voeis  com^ 
posiUe :  huiusmodi  autem  iure  dici  possunt  quasi  seu  semicom- 
plexa,  ijsque  frequentissime  vtuntur  Hiberni,  vt  Daohuine,  latine 
bonus  hatnOf  oei^hbean,  bona  fasmina.    Prima  pars  huiusmodi 
semicomplexorum,  particula  est  nihil  significans  seorsim,  iuncta 
autem  substantiuo,  aliquod  importat  peculiare.     £t  huiusmodi  par- 
ticulis  inueni  viginti  nouem,  nempe  an,  a  in,  ach,  comh,  oujh, 
oea^h,  opoc,  do,  di,  eap,  eo,  ecc,  pel,  po,  in,  im,  mi,  nemh,  op 
ppunh,  pemh,  pa,  po,  po,  pich,  cim,  cap,  cuach,  up,  vt  in  sequent! 
bus  ancpach,  ainbhpeapach,  arjabail,  item  aimhoheoin,  aich 
eicheaó,  comhchpom,   item  comhpocal,   oa^hmhumcip,   oei^h 
6ean,  opocupchap,  ooichea^up^,  oomhuincip.     Item  oomhuince 
oiochoip^,  oibhpeip5each,  eapccaipoeap,  eaplainre,  eaoain^ean 
euccpuaiohy   peljhniomh,  pealouine,  poijhlep,   poijhliocap,  |n 
oheunca,   coih^hpaohui^hche,   lombhualaoh,  mfoheunamh,  mi 
chiull,  miochaipoeap,neamhchpocaipeach,  neimh^hlic,  opihaille 
oipbheannach,    ppimhchiall,    ppiomhcrohbhap,     peamhpaiohre 
pemhpheachum,  pachaipoeap,  pachlipoe,  poijhniomho,  pojpaoh 
ach,  pichcheal^ach,  piorhpann,  qiomchuaipc,  capcaipniujhaoh 
cuoichchleap,  uipipeal,  &c.     Quarum  particulaium  non  quseuis 
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sed  quibusdam  praefigi  solent  dictionibus,  rariores  autem  sunt  ep, 
^^»  ^5f  V^K  ^^f  c^»  cuach,  et  up,  vt  upjhpanna,  latine  wildé 
deforme :  particula  autem  in  addita  voculaefacit  voculam  importare 
parttcipium  finiens  in  duSt  apud  latinos,  vt/aeiendus^  vt  hoe  est 
/aeiendum^  hibernioé  ni  blipuil  po  mi>eunoou**^~Grammatiea 
LatiM-Hibemica^  pp.  96-100. 


CHAPTER  Vn. 

■ 

r  OP  PEEPOSITIONS 


The  number  of  simple  prepositions,  or  short  words 
unsusceptible  of  inflection,  and  used  to  express  relations, 
does  not  exceed  twenty-two ;  but  there  are  many  com- 
pound terms  made  up  of  these  and  nouns,  which  are 
used  in  a  prepositional  sense.  A  list  of  both  shall  be 
here  given. 


Section  1. —  Of  simple  Prepositions^  their  simple  Meanings^ 

and  ancient  and  modem  Forms. 

Qjjrom,  Tbis  frequently  occurs  in  old  manuscripts,  exactly  in  the 
same  sense  as  the  Latin  a,  as  a  j^lonpuirniB  na  ^éine,  **  from 
the  bright  beams  of  the  sun,"  Battle  ofMagh  Raih^  p.  112; 
and  is  used  even  by  Keating,  as  a  h-Gipinn,  *'  out  of  Ireland:'* 
a  Raraini  **  from  Raben,"  Hist.  IreLy  p.  129.  In  very  old 
manuscripts,  when  preceding  a  word  bc^ning  with  I,  it  be- 
comes al,  and  unites  with  the  noun,  as  allebpaib  mainipqiech, 
**  from  the  books  of  the  Monast^y,"  Leabhar  na  h-UidhrL 

Q,  or  1,  in.  This  is  generally  written  i,  or  hi,  in  old  manuscripts, 
in  which,  when  it  precedes  a  word  beginning  with  I,  m,  or  p,  it 
is  written  il,  im,  ip,  or  hil,  him,  hip,  and  amalgamates  with  the 
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noun  following,  as  na  cainn  po  mapbaic  pop  comaipce  h-Ui 
Suanai^  hippop  cupp,  "  the  satirists  who  were  slain  in  violation 
of  the  protection  of  Ua  Suanaigh  at  Roscorr/'  Leahlmr  Breac, 
fol.  35,  h  ;  lUáiiTi,  in  hand  ;  lUui  jnib,  in  Leinster ;  immeoon, 
in  medio;  ammuij,  outside  (see  p.  33);  porai^ip  CoLam  Cille 
6claip  ippachpaino  oipchip  opey,  **  Columbkille  erects  a 
church  at  Rachrainn  [Lambay]  in  the  east  of  Bregia,"  Id,,  fol. 
16,  b,  a;  ojum  lUia,  lia  op  lecc,  **  an  ogum  in  the  stone,  the 
stone  over  the  monument,"  Book  o/ Leinster,  p.  25,  b;  op  in 
libap  jipp  boi  immanipcip,  **  from  the  Short  Book  which  was 
at  the  monastery,'*  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri ;  ip  in  bliaóam  ippo- 
mapbac  Diapmaic  pi  Lor^e^n,  '*  in  the  year  in  which  Diarmait, 
king  of  Leinster,  was  slain,"  Marianus  Scotus,  1070. 

Qj,  at,  with.  This  is  written  ic,  15,  oc,  and  occ,  in  ancient  manu- 
scripts, as  oc  popceoul  jaipcio  do  na  pianaib,  **  teaching  feats 
of  arms  to  the  heroes,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  óuanano ;  cao  oo  beip 
luce  m  capca  15  pannru^ao  on  pina  ip  na  piabpupaib  jeappa, 
**  what  causes  thirsty  people  to  long  for  wine  in  the  short  fevers,'* 
Medical  MSS.  hy  John  O^Calannan,  1414;  ic  jlan-poiUpii- 
joD,  *'  brightly  shining,"  Battle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  112 ;  cuile 
pliab  pil  IC  6elach  Conjlaip  i  Caijnib,  "Cuilenn,  a  mountain 
which  is  at  Belach  Conglais  in  Leinster,"  Feilirc  Aenguis,  2iih 
Nove^n, ;  po  bai  qu  bliaóna  oéc  ic  a  lei^iup,  ocup  a  incinn  ac 
pileaó,  "  he  was  thirteen  years  under  cure,  and  his  brain  flow- 
ing out,"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  209.  In  combination  with  the 
article  it  often  becomes  icon,  as  icon  cenió,  **  at  the  fire,"  Cor, 
Gloss,,  voce  Ope. 

CInn,  or  annp,  in.  The  form  annp  is  always  used  before  the  article, 
and  some  writers  are  in  the  habit  of  separating  the  p  from  the 
preposition  and  prefixing  it  to  the  article,  thus :  ann  pan  áic, 
in  the  place,  for  annp  an  aic  ;  but  the  p  belongs  to  the  prepo- 
sition, not  to  the  article,  and  should  be  connected  with  it  in  this 
as  well  as  in  ip,  leip,  or  pip,  rpép,  and  lapp. — See  Syntax,  rule 
48.  Qnnp  is  sometimes  also  used  before  the  indefinite  pronoun 
yac,  as  annp  jac  die,  in  every  place ;  but  Keating,  and  the  best 
writers  of  the  seventeenth  century,  use  the  form  ann  before  this 

2o 
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pronoun,  as  ann  ^c  luin;  ofoB,  ''in  each  ship  of  tfaem," 
Hiitary  of  Ireland^  p.  48. 
^\i^  Ofi,  upon^  over^  anciently  pop,  which  before  the  article  be- 
comes popp :  asTTloelbpepail,  mac  plaino  Lena  boi  pop  po^l^ 
''  Maelbresail,  son  of  Flann  Lena,  who  was  on  plunder/'  [L  e. 
a  plundering],  Leabhar  BreaCf  fol.  35,  h.  But  the  form  op 
also  occurs  in  manuscripts  of  considerable  antiquity,  as  op 
UlcaiB,  <<on  the  XJltonians,"  Batile  ofMaghBath^  p.  216. 
It  also  appears  frequently  in  the  Book  ofLeean^  as  in  the  fol- 
lowing quatrain : 

iHopcan  Diaoa  i  t)ia  po  chap, 
pa  cheono  ap  cléipcib  TTluman, 
Qp  popbao  oaimlia^  co  li, 
Qobach  lop  m-buaio  n-aichpi^i. 

''  Harcan,  the  divine,  who  loved  God, 
Was  head  of  the  clergy  of  Munster, 
On  having  finished  churches  with  splendour, 
He  died  after  the  victory  of  repentance." 

—Fol.  220,  5,  a,  line  29. 

In  modem  Irish  and  all  Erse  books,  this  preposition  is  written 
aip,  atr,  and  it  is  pronounced  in  most  parts  of  Ireland  as  if  written 
eip  ;  but  onp  is  not  to  be  found  in  correct  manuscripts,  excepting 
as  the  combination  of  this  preposition  with  é,  him,  which  is  aip, 
or  paip,  in  the  best  manuscripts. 

dp,  out  of  Lat.  ex.  This  is  used  generally  before  the  article,  as 
ap  na  yoipb-pleibciB,  "out  of  the  rugged  mountains,"  Book  of 
Fenaghy  fol.  47,  &,  a.  But  it  is  often  used  without  the  article, 
as  ap  ^ac  áie,  out  of  every  place ;  ap  a  ceann  péin,  out  of  his 
own  head ;  ap  ihullac  an  a^e,  from  the  top  of  the  house.  It 
is  always  used  in  connexion  with  verbs  of  motion  or  taking 
away. 

Dap,  hy.  This  is  used  for  swearing,  in  the  modem  language,  as 
Dap  mo  laim,  by  my  hand ;  and  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
oap,  or  cap,  beyond, — which  see. 

^*>  ^ffjfi'^y'^i  ^f'    The  prepositions  oe  and  oo  have  long  been 
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confounded  together,  both  being  often  written  do. — See  Stewart's 
Gcelic  Grammar^  second  edition,  p.  129,  and  ffaliday^  p.  105. 
Throughout  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  however,  they  are  used  as 
distinct  words,  having  opposite  meanings ;  the  form  oe,  mean- 
ing ofy/rom^  or  from  off;  and  do,  to^  ox  for  ^  as  bain  jéaj 
oe  cpcmn,  take  a  branch /raTW,  or  off^  a  tree;  cuic  uball  oe 
bapp  na  jéije,  an  apple  fell  £>;(f  the  top  of  the  branch:  coj 
puap  oe'n  calarii  é,  lift  it  up  offihe  earth ;  cabaip  do  l)hoih- 
nallé,  give  it  ^o  J)aniel ;  coiméoD  DoDhiopmaio  é,  keep  it  for 
Dermot,  or  Jeremy.  But  in  West  Munster,  Connaught,  and 
Ulster,  the  form  oe  is  totally  unknown,  and  do  is  employed  to 
express  both  the  relations  oifrom  and  to^  except  in  its  amalga- 
mation with  the  pronoun  é,  when  it  becomes  oe,  i.  e.  off^  or 
from  him  J  as  bam  oe  é,  take  it  from  him  ;  and  the  above  sen- 
tences are  written,  by  the  Irish  scholars  of  those  regions,  bain 
jéaj  DO  cpann  ;  cuic  uball  do  bápp  na  jéije ;  cój  puap  Do'n 
calaih  é,  &c.  The  form  oe,  however,  is  frequently  found  in 
the  oldest  manuscripts,  as  ip  pi  po  in  chaiUech  aupoeipc  oe 
Caijnib,  "this  is  the  celebrated  nun  of  the  Lagenians,"  Feilire 
AenguiSy  in  Leahhar  Breac ;  oe  oepj  op,  **  of  red  gold," 
Battle  of  Magh  Bathy  p.  70  ;  ocup  po  jab  each  oe  pepuib 
€penD  a  n-opecc  oe'n  bpechemnap,  **  and  each  of  the  men  of 
Ireland  took  his  own  share  of  the  judicature,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358.  It  is  sometimes  written  even  di,  as 
clap  Di  lice  loymaip,  "  a  board  of  precious  stones,"  Tochmarc 
Etainé;  Piaec  pmo  di  taijnib,  "  Fiacc  the  fair,  one  of  the 
Lagenians,"  Book  of  Armagh^  fol.  18,  a,  2. 

l)o,  /o,  and  sometimes /rom,  off^  of — See  Oe.  It  is  used  in  ma- 
nuscripts of  considerable  antiquity  for  oe,  o/",  off^  or  from  ^  as 
mill  DO  milib  na  n-ainjeal  aj  cimnpeacc  Do'n  ehoifhóe, 
"  millia  millium  angelorum  ministrabant  eiy'  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.  H.  2.  15.  It  is  sometimes  written  du  in  very  old  manu- 
scripts, as  DU  pacpicc,  "to  Patrick,"  Book  of  Armagh^  fol.  18. 

piaó,  before.  This  is  altogether  obsolete  in  the  modern  language, 
and  the  compound  prepositional  terms>  a  b-piaonaife,  or  op 
coifiaip,  used  in  its  stead — See  Sect.  3,  piao. 
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Pa,  po,  or  paoi,  under.  Generally  written  pa,  or  po,  in  old  ma- 
nuscripts. Example^ — po  ihúpaib  úipe  imápoa,  **  under  high 
mounds  of  earth,"  Cor,  Gloss.y  voce  5°'P^  »  F^  ci  rpaijriB, 
**  under  his  feet,"  Battle  ofMa^h  Rath,  p. 294  ;  po  pocUxoaib 
caiman,  **  under  subterranean  vaults,"  Book  of  Lismore^ 
fol.  209.  This  is  pronounced  pé  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  but 
paoi,  or  paíD,  in  the  north  and  west. 

Stewart  thinks  that  fa  is  a  different  preposition  from  fo^  or 
fuidhy  the  former  signifying  upon,  the  latter  under, — Gcelic  Gram^ 
mar,  2nd  edit.  p.  128.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  their  being 
the  same  preposition,  though  sometimes  having  very  difierent  idio- 
matic meanings.  We  might  as  well  conclude  that  le  and  pe  were 
different  words,  for  we  sometimes  find  le  to  mean  with,  and  some- 
times ^rom. 

5an,  without.  This  is  generally  written  cen  in  old  manuscripts,  as 
cpano  jae  cen  lapn  paip,  **  the  shaft  of  a  spear  without  any 
iron  upon  it,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  ^^ipe.  It  is  also  written  can, 
cm,  and  jen,  and  is  sometimes  used  as  a  negative,  as  cen  a 
blaoao,  not  to  break  it ;  jan  a  beir,  not  to  be. — See  jan  in 
Section  3. 

^o,  to,  till,  together  with  ;  Lat.  cum.  This  is  written  jup  before 
the  article,  and  in  ancient  manuscripts  co,  cu,  cup,  as  co  n-er- 
pocca  jpéine,  with  the  brightness  of  the  sun. — See  50  in  Sec- 
tion 3. 

1. — See  a.  Before  the  article  it  becomes  ip,  as  leaja  cpioprail  ap 
n-a  n-eacap  ip  in  ppaij5iD,  "stones  of  crystal  being  set  in  order 
in  the  ceiling,"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  156. 

iopj  ofter.  Before  the  article  it  becomes  lapp.  It  is  generally  used 
before  verbal  nouns,  as  lap  n-oéanam,  after  doing,  or  making. 
But  it  is  sometimes  used  before  common  substantives,  as  lap 
n-Dilinn,  after  the  deluge  ;  lapp  na  jniomaib  pi,  "  after  those 
deeds,"  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  69. 

loip,  or  eaoap,  hetwee?i,  Lat.  inter.  Is  generally  written  icip,  or 
ecip,  in  old  manuscripts,  as  icip  pipu  ocup  mnó,  between  men 
and  women  ;  icip  plairib,  among  princes. — See  Battle  ofMagh 
Rath,  pp.  66,  168,  246. 
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f  m,  about.  In  old  writings  it  unites  with  the  article,  and  both  be- 
come immon,  or  imon,  as  pnáichi  immon  mép  ap  nepam  oo'n 
luoain,  *'  a  thread  about  the  finger  next  to  the  little  finger," 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18,  p.  376,  6.— See  um. 

6e,  or  pe,  with.  This  becomes  leip,  or  pif,  before  the  article.  In 
ancient  manuscripts  it  is  written  generally  pp'»  and  before  the 
article  FPT>  ^^  ocup  apbepc  ppi  Conjal  Claen  ppi  a  óalca 
pépm,  **  and  he  said  to  Congal  Claen,  to  his  own  foster-son," 
Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  24 ;  po  epij  m  pij  do  peprain  páilci 
ppip  na  piju,  "  the  king  arose  to  give  welcome  to  the  kings," 
Id.y  ibid.  It  is  also  sometimes  written  pa,  as  ic  bepc  pi  pa 
Jobán,  "  she  said  to  Goban,"  Fit.  Moling,  6e  is  the  only 
form  of  this  preposition  now  used  in  Ireland  in  the  spoken  lan- 
guage, though  pe  is  found  in  most  modern  books  and  manu- 
scripts. It  is  pronounced  lé  (short)  in  the  south  of  Ireland, 
and  lé  (long)  in  Connaught,  and  is  marked  as  long  throughout 
the  copy  of  Keating' s  History  of  Ireland,  made  by  John  Mac 
Torna  O'Mulconry,  who  was  a  native  of  the  county  of  Clare. 

TTlap,  like  tOy  as.  This  is  sometimes  placed  before  verbs,  as  map 
a  oéappá,  as  thou  wouldst  say  ;  ouppann  map  raoi  a  Dhún  na 
Sciach,  "alas  for  thy  state  O'Dun  na  Sciath,"  M'Cosey,  In  this 
situation  it  must  be  regarded  as  an  adverb.  But  that  the  an- 
cients considered  it  a  preposition  appears  obvious  from  their 
placing  the  nouns  influenced  by  it  in  the  dative  or  ablative,  as 
map  qién-peapaib,  *'  like  unto  mighty  men,"  Battle  of  Magh 
Bath,  p.  152.  This  preposition  is  written  mup  by  O'Molloy  in 
his  Lucerna  Fidelium  throughout,  and  is  so  pronounced  in 
Meath  and  Ulster,  but  this  form  is  not  found  in  the  more  cor- 
rect manuscripts. 
Oyfrom,  This  is  constantly  used  in  the  ancient  and  modem  lan- 
guage ;  but  a  is  sometimes  substituted  for  it  in  ancient  writings, 
as  a  h-0ipmn,  out  of  Ireland. — See  a  and  6,  Sect.  3.  It  is 
sometimes  made  6y  before  the  plural  article,  in  some  parts  of 
the  south  of  Ireland,  as  op  na  peapaib,  from  the  men ;  but  this 
is  corrupt. 
Op,  or  uap,  over.     This  is  never  used  as  a  simple  preposition  in 
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the  modern  language,  the  compound  6f  cionn  being  always  used 
in  its  place ;  but  it  is  of  constant  occurrence  in  ancient  manu- 
scripts as  a  simple  preposition,  governing  the  dative  or  ablative, 
as  op  eannaib  a  n-apm,  *'  over  the  points  of  their  weapons»" 
Battle  of  MaghBagh^  p,  198 ;  jpip  caicneih  na  sP^ne  ic 
j^lon-foillf lu^ao  6f  b6po-imliB  in  beora,  **  the  delightful  disc 
of  the  sun  brightly  shining  over  the  borders  of  the  earth/'  Id.^ 
p.  112 ;  boDUj;  THuipchepcaij,  toic  6apca,  a  oelcuma  pfna, 
aiDce  Samna  a  mullach  Cleci}^,  uap  6oino,  **  the  drowning  of 
Muirchertach,  son  of  Earca,  in  a  puncheon  of  wine,  on  the  night 
of  AU-hallows,  on  the  top  of  Gletty,  near  the  Boyne,"  Ann, 
Tighemaehf  A.  D.  534.  This  entry  is  given  in  the  Annals  of 
Ulster^  in  Latin,  by  the  original  compiler,  thus :  *'  Dimerno 
Jifuirchertaig^  filii  Erce,  in  doUopleno  vino^  in  aree  Cleteg 
eupra  Boin" 

Ket*^— oee  oe« 

1)é,  or  pia,  before  the  article,  becomes  piop,  or  pep.  Now  obso- 
lete, though  used  by  Keating  and  others,  -in  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century. — See  Sect  3. 

Seac,  pastf  hy^  besides.  This,  which  is  usually  written  pec  in 
ancient  manuscripts,  is  obviously  cognate  with  the  Liatin  seeus. 
It  is  still  in  common  use,  and  has  two  meanings,  viz.  besides^ 
beyond.  In  parts  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  it  is  pronounced 
peacup,  which  is  very  like  the  Latin  seetiS^  as  ip  olc  cm  peop 
é  peacup  mipe,  he  is  a  bad  man  compared  to  me ;  but  it  is 
peac  in  most  other  counties. — See  Sect.  3. 

Cap,  over^  across^  over^  above.  This  is  written  capp  before  the 
article ;  and  in  ancient  manuscripts  oop,  oopp. — See  Sect  3. 

Cpé,  or  qiia,  through  ;  written  rpép,  or  cpiop,  before  the  article. 
This  is  still  in  conmion  use,  but  pronounced  in  the  south  of 
Ireland  as  if  written  cpf ;  and  in  Connaught,  and  parts  of 
Thomond,  qifo ;  but  in  Gonnaught  more  generally  ppfo.  But 
it  is  never  found  written  ppfo  in  any  correct  manuscript ;  nor 
cpÍD,  except  when  it  amalgamates  with  the  pronoun  é,  him, 
when  it  becomes  qiio,  i.  e.  through  him. 

Urn,  or  im,  about.    This  is  evidently  cpgnate  with  the  old  Latin 
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preposition  am^  and  the  Greek  atfi^u  In  old  manuscripts,  when 
this  is  followed  by  the  article,  they  amalgamate,  and  are  written 
iman,  imon,  as  cpi  jleonnca  imon  pliab,  "  three  glens  around 
the  mountain,"  Book  of  Lis  more  y  fol.  207;  do  ponao  pigrech 
pó-nióp  aiji  imon  cippac,  "  a  very  large  royal  house  was  built 
by  him  around  the  well,'*  Id,^  fol.  209  ;  cucfac  a  lárha  a 
n-éinpechc  *mon  cloich  o'a  cappainj,  "they  brought  their 
hands  together  about  the  stone,  to  draw  it,"  Id.^  fol.  219,  a. 

For  the  forms  which  these  simple  prepositions  assume,  when 
combined  with  the  pronouns,  see  Chap.  IV.  Sect.  7. 


Sect.  2. —  Ofcompoundy  or  improper  Prepositions. 

These  prepositions,  like  the  English  prepositional 
phrases,  on  account  o/J  in  regard  o/J  with  respect  to^ 
are  made  up  of  the  simple  prepositions  and  nouns. 
Their  meanings  might,  therefore,  be  considered  as  self- 
evident  to  one  knowing  the  significations  of  the  simple 
prepositions,  and  the  nouns  to  which  they  are  prefixed, 
which  would  render  it  unnecessary  to  give  any  list  of 
them  in  this  place.  But  it  happens  that  some  of  the 
nouns  used  in  forming  them  have  been  long  obsolete, 
and  that  the  meaning  affixed  to  the  prepositional  phrase 
is  often  such  as  could  not  be  directly  inferred  from 
the  separate  meanings  of  each  word  ;  it  is,  therefore, 
thought  necessary  to  give  a  list  of  them  here,  with  their 
most  usual  meanings. 

Q  B-pail,  near^  in  tiie  vicinity  of.  This  is  of  frequent  occurrence 
in  the  Irish  Annals,  but  is  now  obsolete  in  the  spoken  language. 

Q  b-pappao,  together  with;  in  comparison  with  :  from  a,  in,  and 
pappao,  company. 
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Q  B-piaonaipe,  in  the  presence  of:  from  a,  in,  and  piaDnaipe, 
presence. 

Q  B-pocaip,  with^  together  with^  along  with  :  derived  from  a,  in, 
and  pocaip,  company,  or  presence,  a  substantive  now  obsolete. 

Q  j-ceann,  or  a  j-cionn,  at  the  end  of:  from  a,  in,  and  ceann, 
a  head^  It  also  means  in  the  direction  of,  as  po  jabpac  pompa 
1  ceann  ITIaipcine  muman,  "they  passed  on  towards  Mairtine, 
in  Munster,"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  176,  a,  a. 

Q  D-caob,  of  concerning  ;  with  respect  to  ;  with  regard  to  : 
from  a,  in,  and  raob,  side,  direction. 

Q  j-comne,  against :  from  a,  in,  and  coinne,  meeting. 

Q  Iciraip,  in  the  presence  of:  from  a,  in,  and  lácaip,  spot,  pre- 
sence. 

Q  leir,  to  the  charge  of :  from  a,  in,  and  leir,  side,  part. 

Q  maille,  7vith^  together  rvith :  sometimes  maiUe  le. 

Qmeapj,  amongst :  from  a,  in,  and  meapc,  mix. 

Q  n-ajaiD,  against ;  in  opposition  to ;  in  the  face  of:  as  aj  cup 
a  n-ajaiD  r\cL  pipinne,  opposing  the  truth.  From  a,  in,  and 
a^aiD,  face,  or  front.  • 

Q  n-DUil,  in  tJte  meeting  of;  a  j-comóáil,  in  the  rencounter  of: 
derived  from  a,  in,  and  oail,  meeting. 

Q  n-DiaiD,  or  a  n-oea^aio,  after :  from  a,  in,  and  oiao,  end^  a 
substantive ;  now  obsolete. 

Qp  apjw,  forward :  as  ca  pé  aj  oulap  a^aio,  he  is  progressing, 
or  improving.     From  up,  on,  and  ajaio,  the  face,  or  front. 

Qp  amup,  towards :  from  ap,  on,  and  amup,  aim,  approach,  at- 
tack. 


^  Stewart  says  that  "  there  is 
in  Gffilic  a  noun  *cion,'  or  'cionn,' 
signifying  cause^  which  occurs  in 
the  expressions,  *a  chionn  gu,' 
becoffse  t/iaf^  *cion-fath,'  a  rea}<on^ 
or  groumt.  But  this  word  is 
entirely  difTcrerit  from  'ceaim' 
\Jieacl\  end,  or  /(>/>." — Godic 
Grammar,  2nd  edit.  p.  1 33,  n.  ^. 
But  Stewart  is  decidedly  wrong 
in  supposing  these  to  be  tw^o  dif- 


ferent words,  for  the  fact  is,  that 
ceann,  a  head^  which  is  often 
written  cinn,  cino,  and  cionn,  in 
Irish,  is  often  figuratively  used 
to  denote  cause,  account;  and  the 
Irish  even,  when  speaking  Eng- 
lish, in  those  districts  where  the 
Irish  language  is  forgotten,  use 
the  phrase,  "ow  the  head  of  iW'* 
to  signify  on  account  of  it,  or  by 
cause  or  reason  of  it. 
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Qp  béalaiB,  he/ore,  in  front;  in  preference  to, — ^eejlnn.  Four 
Mast,,  A.  D.  1019,  1583;  joncap  nech  oia  riiuinnp  ap  a  bé- 
laib,  «*  let  one  of  his  people  be  wounded  before  his  face,"  MS. 
Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358. 

Qp  bun,  on  foundation^  established:  cuip  pé  o\\  bun  é,  he  esta- 
blished it. 

Qp-ceann,ybr,  in  conjunction  with:  ap  a  g-cionn,  meeting  them. 
This  is  generally  written  pop  oino  in  ancient  manuscripts. 

Qp  culaib,  or  ap  j-cul,  behind,  back  :  cuip  ap  j-cul,  put  back, 
abolish.     From  ap,  on,  and  cul,  the  back. 

Ql\k  pao,  in  length;  throughout;  entirely :  from  ap,  on,  and  páo, 
length. 

Qp  peao,  throughout :  from  ap,  on,  and  peao,  space. 

Qp  puD,  throughout :  from  ap,  on,  and  puo,  now  obsolete. 

^P  VTfi^y  on  pretence :  from  ap,  on,  and  rs^r,  shadow. 

Qp  r^n,ybr  tJie  sake  of  on  account  of:  from  ap,  on,  and  pen, 
sake. 

Co  nuije,  or  50  nuije,  until;  so  far. 

Chum,  or  do  chum,  to,  unto,  for  the  purpose  of  Sometimes  used 
for  the  simple  preposition  do,  to,  after  a  verb  of  motion. 

^'^T»  ofl^r :  from  oe  and  éip,  now  obsolete. 

D'lonnpaijiD,  towards :  from  do,  to,  and  lonnpaijio,  approach. 

Docum,  towards  :  1  n-oocum.  Id. — jinn.  Four  Mast,^  A.  D.  1233. 

Do  péip,  according  to  :  from  do,  to,  by,  and  péip,  will,  accord. 

po  óaijm,  towards. 

50  nuije,  until;  so  far, 

50  O'X:^  or  50  poice,  /0,  unto :  as  cuaio  pe  50  o-ct  an  aic  pin, 
he  went  to  that  place,  for  cuaió  pé  gup  an  air  pin,  or  cum  na 
h-áice  pin. 

Ct  h-ajjaiD./br  the  purpose  of :  from  le,  with,  and  ajjaio,  face. 

Op  cionn,  overhead^  over. 

Cap  cean,  besides  ;  for  the  sake  of 

Cap  éip,  after. — See  l)*éip. 

Cimceall,  or  a  D-tAmceall,  about,  Cimceall,  which  is  a  sub- 
stantive denoting  circuit,  ambit,  is  generally  pronounced  as  if 
written  cimpioU,  or  riompuU. 

2p 
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Several  other  compound  prepositions,  or  rather 
phrases,  are  of  a  prepositional  nature,  but  their  mean- 
ings are  generally  manifest  from  the  simple  prepositions, 
and  the  nouns  which  enter  into  their  composition.  In 
parsing,  each  word  should  be  construed  according  to  its 
class  ;  but  the  learner  should  note  the  prepositional 
sense  of  the  whole  phrase. 


Section  3. —  Of  the  simple  and  idiomatic  Meanings  of  the 

Prepositions. 

It  seems  desirable  to  give  in  this  place  examples  of 
the  idiomatic  applications  of  the  prepositions  :  first, 
because  these  idiomatic  meanings  would  become  almost 
unintelligible,  if  the  language  ceased  to  be  a  spoken 
one  ;  secondly,  because  the  idiomatic  meanings  of  the 
prepositions  are  not  fully  indicated  in  any  Irish  dictionary, 
and  present  almost  insuperable  difficulties  to  such  as 
attempt  to  study  the  language. 

Q,  from. 

This  preposition  is  not  used  in  the  modem  spoken  language, 
but  it  occurs  in  ancient  manuscripts,  and  even  in  the  works  of 
Keating  and  other  writers  of  the  seventeenth  century,  in  the  same 
sense  as  o,  from,  or  ap,  out  of,  as  oo  oibpioo  Capchach  a  l^aécnn 
^o  liof  mop,  *'  St  Carthach  was  banished  from  Bathain  to  lis- 
more,"  Keat.  Hist,^  p.  129 ;  a  j-cup  a  peilb  a  pean,  "their  having 
been  driven  from  the  inheritance  of  their  ancestors,*'  O'Daly  Ccdr^ 
breach,  in  Elegy  on  O'Donovany  1660 ;  an  obaippi  oo  coppcmj 
a  i,aioin  a  n-^aeoilj  D*6oin  O'Callonnain,  "this  work  was  trans- 
lated from  Latin  into  Irish,  by  John  0*Callannan,"  OU  Medical 
MSS.,  finished  A.  D.  1414. 


CHAP,  vu.]     Meanings  of  the  Prepositions.  291 

When  the  following  noun  begins  with  a  vowel,  an  h  is  prefixed 
to  it,  to  prevent  an  hiatus,  as  a  h-Gipinn,  "  from  Ireland,"  Keai. 
Hist.;  a  mac  o'lnoapbao  a  h-Gipinn  yan  pocaino,  "  her  son  was 
expelled  from  Ireland  without  reason,"  Book  of  Fermoy^  fol.  89. 

Q,  ann,  anny^,  i,  ip,  in. 

This  corresponds  with  the  Latin  hi,  and  the  Greek  i/;,  fr,  and 
commonly  marks  the  term  of  rest,  or  the  state  in  which  a  thing  is : 
a  D-n  j,  in  a  house ;  ann  jac  áic,  in  every  place  ;  annp  an  m-baile, 
in  the  town,  or  at  home ;  i  puDoihain  ippinn,  "  in  the  depths  of 
hell,**  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  47,  J,  h  ;  ap  na  cocailc  le  ponpupa 
ip  in  5-cloic,  "  being  cut  in  the  stone  with  a  chisel,"  jlnn.  Four 
Mast,  A.  D.  1545. 

After  a  verb  of  motion  it  denotes  intOj  as  cuaio  pe  apceac  ip 
an  C15,  he  went  into  the  house ;  lap  n-a  poo  1  5-clocaib,  *'  after 
being  converted  into  stones,"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  47,  i,  h. 

Sometimes,  though  rarely,  it  means  upon,  as  a  mullac  m 
cnuic,  "  on  the  top  of  the  hill,"  Id.,  fol.  155  ;  a  mullac  an  rije, 
on  the  top  of  the  house.  But  ap  would  express  the  relation  more 
distinctly  in  these  instances. 

For,  or  in  recompense  for,  as  cac  pob  1  n-a  cin,  "  the  thief 
[is  to  be  given  up]  for  his  crime,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  ITloj  6ime. 
This  meaning  is  still  in  common  use,  as  cabappaio  pe  oíol  ann, 
he  will  give  satisfaction  for  it,  or  he  will  suffer  for  it. 

When  compounded  with  the  possessive  pronouns,  and  the  per- 
sonal pronouns  joined  with  the  verb  substantive  caim,  bim,  puilim, 
it  denotes  existence  generally,  or  existence  in  a  certain  state,  as 
nt  puil  a  leireio  ann,  such  does  not  exist ;  an  b-puil  pe  ann  ?  Is 
he  there  ?  cá  pe  'n  a  eapboj,  he  is  a  bishop,  literally,  he  is  in  his 
bishop ;  cá  Cpiopr  'n  a  Dhia  ajup  *n  a  óuine,  Christ  God  and 
man;  do  Bpij  50  paibe  'n  a  reme  ap  oeapj-lapao  do  jpcto  t)é, 
**  because  she  [St  Bridget]  was  a  red-glowing  fire  from  the  love  of 
God,"  Keat.  Hist.  Ire  I.,  in  the  reign  of  OilioU  Molt. 

Q5,  anciently  ac,  ic,  15,  occ,  05,  at. 

It  is  cognate  with  the  English  at,  and  the  Latin  ad  ;  it  marks 
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the  rdation  of  contigcdtyy  and  is  geneiBlly  cued  with  a  verb  of 
Af  6i  f6  ag  on  oopcqr,  be  was  at  the  door;  cá  fé  a^  bun  an  cnui 
it  is  at  the  foot  of  the  hiU ;  icon  eemo,  **  at  the  fire/'  Cor.  Oiiom.y 
voce  Ope» 

By  reason  o^  as  ni  cluinim  pocal  uoic  o^  eopctnn  an  ecxpo, 
'<  I  hear  not  a  word  from  thee,  j^r  [L  e.  on  account  of]  the  noise  of 
the  cataract/' 

Off  having  a  gen.  plural  force,  when  compounded  with  the  pro- 
nouns mn,  iB,  TOD,  as  j^aé  aon  a^tnn,  each  one  of  us;  gac  oume 
aca,  each  man  of  them.  It  is  curious  that  fx^  never  has  this  mean- 
ing in  its  shnple  state. 

Denoting  relation  of  possession,  like  the  dative  case  in  Latin» 
when  the  verb  sum  is  put  for  habeOf  as  ca  6p  a^m,  I  have  gold  ; 
literally,  gold  is  to,  or  with  me,  aurum  est  miki ;  n?  puil  a  piop 
at^e,  he  knows  it  not;  literally,  its  knowledge  is  not  with  him  ; 
piapponjip  cm  cléipeac  otoB  on  maorla  oo  5f  aco,  ^*  the  cleric 
asks  of  them  whether  it  was  cakes  they  had,"  F'it.  Ooemffenij  MS. 
Trin.  CoU.  Dubl.  H.  4. 4. 

When  prefixed  to  a  verbal  noun,  they  form  an  espressioD  equi* 
valent  to  the  present,  or  active  partidple  in  other  languages,  as 
Qj  bualaó,  striking;  literally,  a'  striking,  or  at  striking.  This 
idiom  is  exactly  like  the  English,  a  going,  a  hunting;  which  was 
anciently  an  fftnn^,  &c. 

Qpi  anciently  pop,  popp,  on,  upon. 

It  seems  to  be  cognate  with  the  English  aver,  the  Saxon  qfre^  but 
always  expresses  the  relation  of  contact  and  higher  position,  ^^like 
the  English  on,  as  op  ihuUac  an  e-p léiBe,  on  the  summit  of  the 
mountain ;  pop  ceamaip  ocup  oinjpxi  na  corpaó,  ^*  on  the  wall 
and  tower  of  the  city,**  Sie^e  af  Trayy  in  Trin.  Coll.  DubL  H.  2. 
15.  p.  131,  line  5  ;  popp  m  clap,  **on  the  board,"  Tachmare 
Etaine:  pop  a  ^lúiniB,  *^  on  his  knees,"  Ann,  F<mr  Mast, y  A.  D. 
1602 ;  popp  na  cibpooaiB,  "  on  the  wells,"  Ccr,  Oloss»f  wee  Qna ; 
Oilill  piannbec  pop  TTluTham  an  tnbuio  pin,  "  Oilill  Flannb^ 
was  king  over  Munster  at  that  time,"  /d.,  voce  TTlog  6im ;  op  Bpu 
Nicha,  '*  on  the  bank  of  the  [river]  Nith,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl. 
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:/-  H.  3.  17.  p.  1  ;  pop  Bpu  mapa  n-lchr,  "  on  the  brink  of  the  Iccian 

cr  V  sea,"  Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  Hloj  6iine ;  ap  na  ihápac,  on  the  morrow  ; 

fj;,  ap  a  laiih  clí,  "  on  his  left  hand,"  Keai,  Hist.,  pp.  94,  115;  oo 

h-oileao  a^  peoil  naoioean  f,  "she  was  fed  on  the  flesh  of  infants," 

.:7  Id.,  Preface  ;  cabaip  ajaio  oppa,  face  them. 

c  It  is  sometimes  used  instead  of  oap,  to  denote  an  oath,  as  op 

mo  láiih,  by  my  hand  ;  ap  m'  pocal,  upon  my  word. — See  l)ap. 
It  must  sometimes  be  rendered  in  English  by  tn,  into,  as  ap 

^  neaih,  in  heaven  ;  ap  maioin,  in  the  morning;  Q\k  oeopuioeacc,  in 

exile;  ap  mo  cumap,  in  my  power  ;  ap  peilB,  in  the  possession  : 
boi  cpa  oipcne  aimm  pop  peilB  capuc  do  Choipppi  ITIupc  i 
m-6pecnu,  "  there  was  then  a  beautiful  dog  in  the  possession  of  a 
friend  of  Coirpri  Muse  in  Britain,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  TTloj  6ime; 
a  poinn  ap  d6,  "  to  divide  it  into  two  [parts],"  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.  H.  3.  17.  p.  653. 

It  must  be  sometimes  rendered  in  English  by  under  and  of,  as 
ap  pjar  a  beic  'n-a  pilio,  "  under  the  pretence  of  being  a  poet," 
Keat,  Hist,  p.  7  ;  ap  popjao,  under  shelter  ;  puilmjcioc  ap 
paorpaib,  "m  lahorihus  patientlssimi,'*  /i.,  p.  14  ;  an  can  ba 
coppac  \  aip,  "  when  she  was  pregnant  of  him,"  Id.,  ibid. 

When  following  the  verb  beipim,  it  denotes  compulsion,  cause, 
or  inducement,  as  cuj  aip  in  jean  Ui  RaijiUij  do  leiyean  ajup 
a  in  jean  pern  do  cabaipc,  "Tie  induced  him  to  put  away  O'Reilly's 
daughter,  and  marry  his  own  daughter,"  Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D. 
1365;  cuj  Colam  ap  6haoicin  oeoc  do  cabaipc  po  cpi  DoSjann- 
lán,  '<  Columb  caused  Baithenus  to  give  Sgannlan  a  drink  thrice,*' 
Keat.  Hist.,  p.  126. 

It  denotes  claim  of  debt»  when  joined  with  the  verb  substantive, 
as  CO  aip^eaD  ajam  aip,  he  owes  me  money ;  literally,  money  is 
to  me  on  him  ;  jan  an  6hopuma  D'ajpao  oppa,  "  not  to  demand 
the  Borumean  tribute  of  them,"  Id.,  p.  115. 

When  coming  after  verbs  of  asking,  requesting,  or  beseeching, 
it  is  rendered  by  the  English  of,  as  ^uióim  ope,  I  beseech  thee, 
or  implore  of  thee ;  lappaip  fTlolinj  mao  peclépa  pop  F'"5'"» 
'*  Moling  asks  of  Finghin  a  place  for  a  church,"  Vit,  Moling 
Luachra. 
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When  coming  after  verbs  of  excelling»  or  conquering»  it  denotes 
over^  above^  as  in^ion  áluinn  do  cm  ap  ihnái6  a  coihaimpipe  a 
^-cpuc  a^p  a  f^eiihy  <*a  beautiful  damsel  who  excelled  Iweni 
over]  all  the  women  of  her  time  in  personal  shape  and  beauty," 
Keat.  Hist, J  p.  78,  see  Do;  puj  fe  buaió  opm,  he  overcame  me; 
buaio  pe  ope,  he  excelled,  or  exceeded  thee. 

When  set  before  a  verbal  or  abstract  noun»  it  has  the  same  force 
as  tn,  as  applied  in  such  English  phrases  as  in  motion^  in  ctcHon^ 
as  ap  piubal,  in  motion,  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  79 ;  op  |>oluaincxin,  a 
fluttering ;  op  cpir,  trembling;  ap  piáih,  afloat;  op  mapcuióeadc^ 
a  riding;  op  euloo,  in  elopement;  ap  reireao,  on  flight;  op  csécrióe, 
in  use ;  op  oalcxicaf ,  in  fosterage ;  pop  meppoo,  a  feeding  on 
acorns»  Cor.  Gloss.^  voce  TTlo^  Gime ;  op  oeopuióeacr,  in  exile, 
Id,y  p.  73 ;  op  fnopram,  alive,  in  existence,  IcL^  p<  IH ;  <^  oeap^- 
lapao,  red-flaming. 

When  coming  after  verbs  of  guarding,  keeping,  protecting,  sav* 
ing,  and  others  of  a  similar  analogy,  it  denotes  a^ainsty  as  in  the 
following  passage  in  the  Hymn  of  St  Patrick  in  the  Liber  Hym- 
norum .-  pciach  Dé  oom  oicm,  pochpaice  t>é  oomm  anuoul  ap 
inrleouib  oemna,  ap  aplai^chib  ouaiVchee,  op  ipnechoaib  aicnio, 
ap  cech  nouine  mioup  chpapcap  oam,  ^'  may  the  shield  of  God 
protect  me»  may  the  host  of  God  defend  me  against  the  snares  of 
demons,  against  the  temptations  of  vices,  against  the  inclinations 
of  the  mind,  against  every  man  who  meditates  opposition  to  me;" 
ap  reomonnaiB  ceoa  bliaóna,  **  against  the  diseases  of  each  year,*' 
Cor.  Gloss,^  voce  6ellcaine;  coimec  ap  puace,  ^'  a  defence  against 
the  cold,"  Id,<,  voce  Culpaic ;  oa  j-caoriina  ap  oilinn,  "  to  protect 
them  against  the  deluge^"  Ke<it,  Hist.^  p.  28 ;  c^é  lei^eap  puaip 
Caichep  opaoi  o6ib  ap  ceol  na  mupóuóonn  ceip  oo  lea^oó  na 
^-cluopaib  50  nac  cloipofp  nt  oe,  "  the  remedy  which  Gaicher  the 
Druid  got  for  them  against  the  music  of  the  Syrens  was  to  melt 
wax  into  their  ears,  so  that  they  could  not  hear  any  of  it,"  /rf., 
p.  48  ;  ap  lopcao  oaf^i,  coipc  peapna  oo  co^naih  ocup  a  puj  oo 
plujoD,  "against  the  heart-burn;  to  chew  the  bark  of  the  alder, 
and  to  swallow  its  juice^"  Old  Med.  MS.  1352 ;  cuj  Colam  Cille 
pa  oeapa  ann  pin  rpt  naoi  ^-ceolám  do  buain  ofi  Chonall,  "  then 
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Columbkille  ordered  that  thrice  nine  small  bells  should  be  rung 
against  Conall,''  /<i.,  p.  124;  bicroap  paop  cqi  an  m-bap,  **  they 
were  free  from  death,'*  Gallagher's  Sermons, 

When  set  before  the  patient  it  connects  it  with  the  noun  denot- 
ing the  passion,  or  object  which  causes  the  suffering,  as  ra  eajla 
opm,  fear  is  upon  me,  i.  e.  I  am  afraid ;  ca  ocpap  opm,  hunger  is 
upon  me,  i.  e.  I  am  hungry ;  Bt  ndipe  oip,  shame  was  upon  him, 
i.  e.  he  was  ashamed ;  ca  puacc  oppamn,  cold  is  upon  us,  i.  e.  we 
are  cold  ;  cuip  pé  poláp  ap  tno  cpoioe,  he  put  joy  on  my  heart; 
ceac  DO  lopeao  áip,  to  burn  a  house  on  him,  i.  e.  to  bum  a  house, 
he  being  in  it,  Ann,  Four  Mast,^  passim;  cujao  leaf-ainm  aip, 
a  nick-name  was  imposed  upon  it;  an  ceuo  ainm  rujao  apGipinn 
Imp  na  B-pfoobao,  "  the  first  name  given  [imposed]  on  Erin  was 
Inis  na  bhfiodhbJiadh  (i.  e.  the  island  of  the  woods),'*  Keat,  Hist,, 
p.  21  ;  cuip  an  jlap  ap  an  oopap,  lock  the  door,  literally  put  the 
lock  on  the  door;  noca  paibe  ap  ooriian  ouine  pa  luja  ap  luce 
Qra  cliar  lona  TTlac  TTlupchaDa,  "  there  was  not  in  the  world  any 
one  more  hateful  to  the  people  of  Dublin  than  Mac  Murrough," 
Id.,  p.  126;  ca  puac  ajam  aip,  I  have  hatred  for  it,  i.  e.  I  hate 
it ;  ca  jpao  ajam  ope,  I  have  love  for  thee ;  zá  meap  mop  ajam 
ope,  I  have  a  great  regard  for  thee ;  na  bpip  an  baca  pin  opm,  do 
not  break  that  stick  upon  me,  meaning,  do  not  break  that  stick,  I 
being  the  owner,  and  loser  in  case  of  its  being  broken. 

It  sometimes  denotes  on,  or  at,  when  set  before  the  name  of  a 
trade,  art,  craft,  game,  or  musical  instrument,  as  aj  imipc  ap 
cláippij,  playing  upon  a  harp ;  am  maic-pe  em,  ol  Gochaio,  pop 
piccill,   **  art  thou  good,   said  Eochaidh,  at  chess,''  Tochmarc 

Etaine. 

It  has  also  various  other  meanings,  which  cannot  be  easily  re- 
duced to  rules,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  examples  : 

Of,  or  concerning,  as  cuala  me  cpácc  aip,  I  heard  talk  of 
him. 

To,  or  for,  as  an  ppeojpa  ceuona  do  beipim  ap  jac  pjél  do 
j-cuipionn  piop  ap  an  b-pem,  "  the  same  reply  I  make  to  every 
story  which  he  sets  down  concerning  the  Fenians,"  Keat»  Hist,, 
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For  hardihood  of  hand  among  the  Momonians, 

For  bravery  in  feats  of  war 

In  defence  of  Maicnia's  Munster, — 

For  purity  of  mind,  for  manliness, 

For  populousness,  for  princely  bounty." 

— Ode  to  0' Donovan^  hy  Muldowny  Or  Morrison,  1639- 

Oip  pa  oeaj-aobop  pij  yac  non  otob  ap  oeilb,  ap  oeunam,  ap 
jniorii,  ajup  ap  jaipjeao,  **  for  each  of  them  was  a  goodly  mate- 
ries  of  a  king  for  countenance,  for  make,  for  action,  and  for 
prowess,"  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  72  ;  puar  oee  ap  a  caeróe  in  pep  pin, 
**  that  man  was  the  likeness  of  a  god  for  his  beauty,"  Cor,  Gloss.^ 
voce  Qpc ;  ap  a  olcup,  »*  for  its  badness,"  Id.,  voce  l)poicec ; 
ap  a  TTienci  ocup  ap  a  mér  do  beapra  do  na  PomopiB,  "  from  the 
frequency  and  the  quantity  in  which  it  was  paid  to  the  Fomorians," 
/</.,  voce  Cim  ;  ap  u  copriiude  ppi  clii  cij^e,  **from  its  resemblance 
to  the  side  [roof]  of  a  house,"  Id.,  voce  Clii. 

It  is  sometimes  translated  bt/y  or  aty  as  ap  upupa  airne  op 
TÍiaoire  do  njeanman,  &c.,  *'  it  is  easy  to  know  by  the  imbecility 
of  thy  mind,"  &c.,  Keat.  Hist.y  p.  143;  ni  pacao  ann  ap  mo  corh- 
aiple,  **  he  would  not  go  there  at  my  advice;"  ap  impioe,  **  at  the 
request ;"  ap  a]i  do  cuipil  do  ponao,  **  it  is  by  thy  advice  it  was 
done,'*  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Cuipil. 

Depending  on,  or  trusting  to;  as  liiaipeaoap  ap  beaján  bíó, 
*•  they  subsisted  on  a  little  food."  In  this  example  it  perfectly 
agrees  with  the  idiom  of  the  English.  Co  pé  ap  Leir  lúirii,  "  he  is 
trusting  to  one  hand." 

It  is  set  before  the  noun  of  price,  and  is  then  tran slated /br,  as 
cpeao  ruj  cú  aip  ?  what  hast  thou  given ^br  it?  Ni  cubappainn 
é  ap  aipjeao  na  op,  I  would  not  give  it  for  gold  or  silver. 

It  is  set  before  a  noun  denoting  the  measure,  bigness,  or  dimen- 
sion of  any  thing,  and  then  it  is  translated  in,  as  oeic  D-qioigre 
ap  óipoe,  ten  feet  in  height. 

When  set  before  a  verbal  noun,  it  often  gives  it  the  force  of  the 
participle  of  the  present  tense  placed  after  a  noun  in  Latin,  as  op 
n-oul,  on  going :  ajup  ap  n-oeanaiii  pjiuppa  do  do  cópoaióib 
caola  DO  cuip  pé  amac  ap  an  ceampuU  lao,  **  and  having  made  a 


CHAP.  VII.]     Meanings  of  the  Prepositions.  297 

CIp  J^páó,  ap  uaman,  ap  puac, 
Na  beip, — bi  ao  bpeireaih  neam-luac, — 
6pear  nap  coip,  Q  Ohonncao  ouic, 
Qp  coihcaib  oip  na  apjuic. 

"  For  love,  for  fear,  for  hatred, 
Do  not  pass, — be  not  a  hasty  judge, — 

A  sentence  which  would  not  be  right,  0*Donnchadh,  for  thee, 
For  bribes  of  gold,  or  silver.** 

— Ode  to  the  Earl  of  Thomondy  by  Teige  Mac  Dary. 

Qp  a  ^aoip,  ap  a  eapjna, 
Qi.^  a  ceonup  ppi  olcup, 
Qp  a  clor,  ap  a  connlu, 
Uuar  ip  compa  oia  cojae. 

**  For  his  wisdom,  for  his  intellect, 
For  his  opposition  to  evil. 
For  his  renown,  for  his  prudence, 
The  laity  and  clergy  are  selecting  him.*' 

— Ode  to  Brian  na  Murtha  O'Bourke, 

^éó  mop  pe  a  maoiDeaih  a  b-pao 
Ueipc  maicne  TTloja  Nuaoao, 
Qj  ceipr  Caipbpeac  do  ci  an  ^eall 
Qnn  jac  apo-cuair  o'lar  Gipeann, — 
Qp  neapcmaipe,  ap  nop  a  m-bpear, 
Qp  cpuap  lam  ameapj  niuimneac, 
Qp  cpóóacc  a  j-cedpoaib  jliaó 
Qj  copnam  Tlluman  maicniao ; 
Qp  memn  piop-jjlom,  ap  peupoacc, 
Qp  Uonmaipe,  ap  peapaiiilacc. 

**  Though  great  to  be  boasted  of  from  time  remote 
Is  the  character  of  the  race  of  Mogh  Nuadhad, 
The  character  of  the  Carbrians  has  won  the  palm 
In  every  district  of  the  land  of  Erin,— 
For  strength,  for  the  manner  of  their  judgments, 

2q 
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oop  láim  tacdn,  by  the  hand  of  St.  Lachtin.  tkqi  6cqvpe,  **  hj 
St  Barrj/'  Leabhar Breac^  fol.  107;  oap  Imbliuch  n-1Baip»  **by 
Emly,"  Id,^  iUds  oop  mo  oeBpoch,  ol  Cachal,  ni  bap  pemi  piom 
ni  If  meppu,  "  by  my  Good  Judge,  said  Cathal,  I  never  was  wone 
before,"  Id.,  fol.  108. 

De,  Di,  oflF,  from. 

This  preposition,  as  already  observed,  has  long  been  confounded 
with  oo,  but  it  would  add  much  to  the  perspicuity  of  the  language, 
if  they  were  kept  separate.  The  following  examples  of  oe,  qf^  off, 
as  a  different  preposition  from  oo,  which  is  almost  unknown,  ex- 
cept in  the  diocese  of  Ossory,  and  East  Munster,  are  added  from 
ancient  manuscripts,  and  from  the  living  language,  as  spoken  in 
East  Munster  :  po  picep  cpa  pino  an  peel,  ocup  ba  oo^nappach 
oe'n  mnai,  ''  Finn  then  knew  the  story,  and  he  was  disgusted  with 
fof]  the  woman,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  Ope  ;  po  lil  amm  oe,  •*  the 
name  clung  unto  it,"  Id,,  voce  Hlo^  Gime ;  po  éuic  QUxpon  oi 
eoch,  *'  Alasan  fell  from  his  horse,"  Vit,  Moling, 

It  is  sometimes  rendered  into  English  by  to,  as  lean  oe,  stick  to 
it,  or  persevere  in  it.  And  sometimes  off,  as  bpip  ^éa^;  oe  cpann, 
break  a  branch  off  a  tree;  bam  oe  é,  take  it  from  him;  Ui^im 
ofom  jan  leanihain  oppa  ni  ap  poioe,  "  I  leave  off  treating  of 
them  any  longer,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  12 ;  Ui^ip  an  pijhe  oe,  "  he 
resigns  the  kingdom,"  Id.,  p.  108  ;  pep-bolj  oi  piji  póno  epeou- 
mae,  **  a  chess  man-bag  of  brass  wire,''  Tochmarc  Etaine. 

It  is  sometimes  set  before  the  substantive  of  which  any  thing  is 
made  or  filled,  and  then  it  is  properly  translated  by  the  English  of, 
as  oéanea  oe  6p,  made  of  gold ;  Ifonca  oe  oip^eao,  filled  mih 
[of]  silver. 

It  must  sometimes  be  Englished  /or,  as  imbip,  ol  TTlioip,  nf 
immép  ace  oi  ^lull  ol  6oehaió,  <<  play,  said  Midir,  I  will  not  but 
/or  a  wager,  said  Eochaidh,"  Tochmarc  Etaine. 

Do,  to. 

This  preposition  literally  denotes  to,  and  is  used,  like  the  dative 
case  in  Latin,  after  all  verbs  put  acquisitively,  as  cug  a  piule  oo 
óallaib,  a  lúc  oo  bocaéaib,  a  o-ceanjéo  oo  ^oaiB,  a  g-eluopa 
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DO  boópaib,  **  he  gave  their  sight  to  the  blind,  their  agility  to  the 
lame,  their  speech  to  the  dumb,  their  hearing  to  the  deaf,"  Book 
of  Fermoyy  fol.  41  ;  ip  oebenn  oun  moiu,  a  niaelbpijoe,  clupe- 
naip  ip  in  Dapooen  pia  peil  pecaip,  "happy  for  us  [i.  e.  happy 
are  we]  this  day,  O'Maelbrigde,  Recluse !  on  the  Thursday  before 
the  festival  of  Peter,"  Marianus  Scotus,  1072  ;  léij  do,  let  him  be, 
let  him  alone. 

It  were  well  if  the  form  do  had  been  always  used  in  this  dative 
or  acquisitive  sense ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  very  generally  put  for 
^^^  of,  off,  from,  or  bt/,  even  in  the  best  manuscripts,  which  tends 
to  much  obscurity,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  examples : 

Of  or  from^  as  do  pac  fllolaipi  pimuó  a  óaiprai^e  Do'n  cpunn 
DO,  "  Moling  gave  him  the  roofing  of  his  oratory  of  the  tree  [the 
Eo  Rossa],"  yit.  Moling ;  ap  ip  do  cpoicnib  en  pino  ocup  iloa- 
cac  DO  jnichep  in  cuijen  pileo,  "  for  it  is  q/* the  skins  of  white 
and  particoloured  birds  that  the  poet's  toga  is  made,"  Cor.  Gloss., 
wc^Uuijen  ;  papcha  cemcioe  do  mm  pop  mapb  [an  pij  ^ujaió] 
lap  n-DiulcQD  in  Cailjino,  "  a  flash  of  lightning  from  heaven  killed 
him  [king  LughaidhJ  after  having  protested  against  the  Tailginn" 
[St  Patrick] ;  Do'n  raob  ciap  Do'n  pjeilj  a  n  ^^^Q'^n  ^a  loch, 
*'  at  the  west  side  of  the  Skellig  [rock]  at  Glendalough,"  Vita 
Coemgeni  ;  Ian  an  oaipciji  do  jpan  pecail,  "  the  full  of  the  ora- 
tory of  rye  grain/*  Vit,  Moling;  luairicep  peij  do  aill,  "more 
swift  than  the  hawk  from  the  cliflf,"  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  Ppull. 

For,  or  as,  for  map:  baoi  Duine  naoihra  do  bparaip  aj 
Juaipe,  **  Guaire  had  for  [or  as]  a  kinsman  a  holy  man,"  Keat. 
Hist.,  p.  119;  beupaiD  na  h-oij  biap  ap  do  cionn  t)iapmuiD  pua- 
naij  D'aicip  ope,  **  the  youths  who  shall  meet  thee  shall  call  thee 
Diarmuid  Ruanaigh  for  [as]  an  insult,"  Id.,  p.  130;  do  plabpaó 
óéj  lapnuije  do  cuibpioc  aip,  "  he  had  twelve  chains  of  iron  upon 
him  as  fetters,"  Id.,  p.  125 ;  pul  cainij  do  [.i.  oe]  lén  cuyam 
eippion  D*iappuiD  jiall  opm,  **  before  it  occurred  as  a  misfortune 
to  me  that  he  should  demand  hostages  of  me,"  Id.,  p.  157. 

By  a  place,  as  cancaoap  pompa  do  6uimneac,  ocup  oo 
ChuaiUe  Chepain  a  n-Gchcje,  ocup  do  Cocna  bo  Jippe,  pip  a 
n-abapcap  6oc  ^i\émt,  •*  they  came  on  by  Limerick,  by  Cuaille 
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ChepaÍD  ia  Echtge,  and  by  Loch  na  bo  girre,  which  is  called  Loch 
Greine/*  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  199.  In  this  sentence  the  oo 
would  be  made  oe  at  present  throughout  the  diocese  of  Ossorj. 

It  is  set  after  a  verb  of  motion  to  a  place  for  the  modern  ^o,  or 
cum,  as  6uiD  Comjall  6enochaip  do  chij  acbap  ColmainDuib- 
cuilino,  *'  St  Comgall  of  Bennchor  went  to  the  house  of  the  father 
of  Cohnan  of  Dubhcuilinn,"  Feiiire  Aenguis,  Uth  Nov,  ;  o  loc 
DO  loc,  *' a  loco  ad  locum^^  Cor.  Glogs.y  voce  Qmpop;  pechcup 
luiD  DO  rij  apoile  écip,  *'  one  time  that  he  went  to  the  house  of 
another  poet,"  Id.,  voce  6erec  ;  pul  laibeopam  ap  rpiall  Hiuil 
o'n  Scicia  oo'n  Sijipr,  **  before  we  shall  treat  of  NiuFs  departure 
from  Scythia  to  Egypt,"  Keat,  Hist.y  p.  44. 

Bf/i  denoting  the  instrument,  means,  &c.,  as  lap  n-a  5-cup  do 
Jbpéin  jpuao-poluip  a  pacoaib  bpoc,  "after  their  having  been 
transformed  into  the  shapes  of  badgers  by  Grian  of  the  bright  cheek," 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  42;  lup  n-a  jum  d'  pianaib  FTlic 
Con,  "after  having  been  mortally  wounded  by  the  soldiers  of  Mac 
Con,"  Cor.  Gloss*,  voce  Hlo^  6ime  ;  o'éc  do  Bíodj  1  n-a  imoaio, 
**  he  died  of  a  sudden  in  his  bed,"  Ann,  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1400  ; 
DO  mapbao  o'eapjap,  "was  killed  by  a  fall,"  Id.y  A.  D.  1360; 
ITiapbup  Seaan  mac  TYlachjamna  Ui  Choncobaip  D'á  láirii  buóém, 
**  he  slays  John,  son  of  Mahon  O'Conor,  with  his  own  hand  "  Id, ^ 
A.D.  1391. 

In,  on,  at,  as  do  lo  ajup  D'oíóce,  by  day  and  night;  la 
d'u  pabap-pa,  on  a  day  as  I  was  ;  la  éijin  D'áp*  éipij  O'Donna- 
báin  p'jap,  "a  certain  day  on  which  O'Donovan  rose  up,"  Poem 
repeated  be/ore  the  Duke  o/Ormond,  in  1648  ;  oo'n  caob  eile,  on 
the  other  side. 

Towards,  at,  when  set  after  a  verb  of  motion,  as  lopooam 
Dolleci  Dia  pepaib  piocilli  Do'n  cechcaipe,  "  with  that  he  flings 
one  of  his  chessmen  at  the  messenger,"  Tain  bo  CucMgne. 

Over,  above :  Cac  lonap  bpipioó  do  t)homnall  do  óeappjnaij 
a  n-eineac,  a  n-oéipc,  ajup  a  n-oaonnacc  o'paupaiB  8ipionn,  "a 
battle  in  which  Domhnall  was  defeated,  who  in  hospitality,  charity, 
and  humanity,  excelled  [all'}  the  men  of  Ireland,"  Keat  HUt,^ 
p.  118. 
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Bi/^  in  the  sense  of  the  ablative  absolute  in  Latin  :  as  TTlap  pin 
DÓib  50  maiDin,  thus  they  fared  till  morning,  i.  e.  thus  by  them 
[the  time  was  spent]  till  morning;  lap  n-oul  oóib,  after  their  hav- 
ing gone,  i.  e.  after  going  by  them ;  ap  m-beir  óaifi,  I  being,  i.  e. 
on  being  by  me  ;  cao  ap  do,  where  is  he  from  ? 

Of,  or  concerning  :  aj  po  m  cearpaiiiaó  caibioil  oéc  noc 
labpup  Do'n  leijiup  cnaiceac,  "this  is  the  fourteenth  chapter, 
which  speaks  of  corrosive  medicine,"  Old  Med.  MS*  1414. 

Da. 

l)á  is  sometimes  a  union  of  oe  or  oo  with  the  possessive  pro- 
noun a,  his,  her*s,  or  their's  ;  or  with  the  relative  a,  who,  which. 
In  either  case  it  has  been  already  explained ;  but  it  is  sometimes 
not  so  compounded,  as  in  the  following  examples,  where  it  seems  to 
be  used  as  a  simple  word,  signifying  though:  Ni  puil  peoo  oá 
áilne,  there  is  not  a  jewel,  though  fine;  ni  puil  paiobpeap  do  méio, 
there  is  no  wealth,  though  great.  Stewart,  in  his  Goilic  Grammar^ 
2nd  edit.  p.  138,  writes  it  d^a  in  this  sense,  by  which  he  gives  us  to 
understand  that  he  regarded  it  as  compounded  of  the  preposition  de^ 
or  do,  and  the  possessive  pronoun  a  ;  but  this  is  not  self-evident. 
The  phrases,  do  áilne,  oá  liiéio,  in  such  sentences  as  above  ad- 
duced, unquestionably  mean,  **  be  it  ever  so  fine,"  '*  be  it  ever  so 
great."  But  it  has  not  been  yet  clearly  shewn  what  part  of  speech 
DO  is  ;  áilne  and  méio  are  undoubtedly  abstract  nouns,  denoting 
fineness,  greatness ;  and  therefore,  if  the  o  in  oa  be,  as  Stewart 
assumes,  an  abbreviation  of  oe,  of,  then  the  literal  meaning  of 
the  phrases  would  be,  '*of  its  fineness,"  "of  its  greatness  ;"  but 
this  would  not  express  the  intended  idea  by  any  stretch  of  lan- 
guage. It  may,  therefore,  be  conjectured  that  oa  is  a  conjunction 
equivalent  to,  and  cognate  with,  the  English  though,  as  in  the 
phrase  **  though  greats  But  an  abstract  noun  following  do  in 
Irish  presents  an  objection  to  this  supposition,  which  could  not  be 
removed  by  any  arguments  derived  from  the  strict  principles  of 
grammar.  We  must,  therefore,  conclude  that  such  phrases  as 
DO  méio,  oá  áilne,  oá  líoniiiaipeacc,  and  such  like,  are  solecisms, 
which  cannot  be  accounted  for  on  the  strict  principles  of  grammar, 
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but  must  be  classed  with  such  phrases  as  **  methinksy"  "  me- 
though t,'*  &c.,   in  English.     It  miííht  be  resolved  into  correct 
grammatical  language  bv  substituting  the  conjunction  516,  or  5^6, 
although,  for  oú,  and  changing  the  abstract  noun  into  the  adjec- 
tive from  which  it  is  formed,  as  510  mop,  jio  álumn,  jíó  líonihop* 
But  still  this  latter  mode  of  expression,  though  more  grammatical^ 
would  not  be  deemed  so  forcible  or  elegant  as  the  former,  which  i» 
thus  used  by  Keating :  jibé  ní  a  oeupao  a  n-uaccapán,  oá  óoi- 
cpeicce  é,  50   meapaio  a  Beic  'na  pipinne,   "that  whatever  their 
superior  should  sav,  be  it  ever  so  incredible,  they  believe  to  be 
true,"  Hint,  Irel.^  p.  li;  jan  compaj  éinpip  oá  cpeipe  do  diuI- 
cció,  **  not  to  refuse  the  single  combat  of  any  man,  be  he  ever  so 
puissant,"  /c/.,  p.  78. 

In  Irish,  as  in  most  languages,  several  expressions  scarcely  war- 
rantable in  strict  grammar,  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  language, 
and  it  would  be  rash  in  any  grammarian  to  condemn  and  attempt 
to  reject  such  expressions,  because  there  may  be  some  granunatical 
reason  existing  for  them,  although  this  may  not  be  easily  explained. 

pa,  po,  or  paoi,  under. 

This  preposition  expresses  the  relation  of  inferior  position,  and 
is  the  opposite  of  op,  or  ap,  as  pa'n  m-bopo,  under  the  table;  po 
aonaicpioD  beo  po  rulmaui  é,  **  they  buried  him  alive  under  the 
earth,"  Tribes  and  Custoyns  of  Hy-Fiackrach,  p.  310;  pa  bpon, 
under  sorrow ;  pa  Blue,  under  blossom,  i.  e.  bearing  blossom ; 
ni  puil  cmeaó  po'n  njpém  le  n-ab  annpa  ceapc  lonáio  Gipionnaij, 
**  there  is  not  a  people  under  the  sun  that  love  justice  more  than 
the  Irish,"  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  174  ;  ajup  pop  ollam  ip  jac  qiiocaio 
ceo  a  n-Bipinn  paoi  na  h-apo-oUamnaib  pe,  "  and  there  was 
moreover  an  oUamh  [chief  poet]  in  every  cantred  in  Ireland,  under 
these  arch  ollamhs,"  /J.,  p.  125  ;  aicioeóa  apam  ajup  piona  paoi 
a  b-puil  50  pipinneach  copp  ajup  puil  ap  o-djeapna,  "the  acci- 
dents of  bread  and  wine,  under  which  are  truly  the  body  and  blood 
of  our  Lord,*'  Lucerna  Fideiium,  p.  249. 

It  is  also  translated  upon,  about^  or  along^  when  coming  after 


CHAP.  VII.]     Meanings  of  the  Prepositions,  305 

verbs  of  motion»  as  ciomain  na  ba  amac  pa'n  m-bocap,  drive  the 
cows  out  upon  the  road ;  ceilj  po'n  culniain  lao,  cast  them  upon 
the  earth.  6huail  a  ceann  pa  cappaij  do  ice,  "  she  struck  her 
head  against  a  rock,''  Keat.  Hist,,  p.  74 ;  Unjip  péin  ajup  a  pluaj 
po  cloinn  Uipnioc,  **  he  himself  and  his  host  rush  upon  the  sons 
o^Visnioch,''  Id, y  ibid, ;  do  cuaió  lapum  Cuanna  po'n  j-coill, 
'*  Cuanna  afterwards  went  to  the  wood,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath, 
p.  276;  cuipip  pcén  pa  buaiB  ^aijen,  **he  put  affright  upon  the 
cows  of  Leinster,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  18.  fol.  216,i>; 
Xa  cip  uaine  Qihaljaio,  "along  the  green  Tirawley,"  Giolla  losa 
Mor  Mac  Firbis ;  po'n  IDaij  moiU,  **  along  the  sluggish  Maigue," 
CPHeerin  ;  pa'n  am  pom,  **  at  that  time,"  Keat,  Hist,,  pp.  45,  92, 
106;  oaome  piala  pip-emij  pa  biaó  lao,  **they  are  a  generous, 
truly  hospitable  people  under  (of)  food,"  Id.,  p.  5 ;  pa,  or  bo  cop- 
mailiup,  **in  the  likeness  of,"  Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  Coipe  6pecam. 

It  is  also  often  translated /br,  at,  or  on  account  of,  as  an  oapa 
h-áóbap  pop*  commópao  mópóáil  Opoma  Ceac,  **  the  second 
reason/br  which  the  meeting  of  Druim  Ceat  was  convened,"  Keat, 
Hist.,  p.  122 ;  ap  iheo  na  cpuai^e  oo  jab  me  pci'n  eujcoip  pol- 
lupai^  DO  niriop  oppa,  '*in  consequence  of  the  great  pity  I  took 
for  the  obvious  injustice  which  is  done  to  them,"  Id.,  p.  16 ;  jup 
Uonihaipe  6ipe  pa  naoihaib  loná  ém-cpíoc  ip  m  6opaip,  "  that 
Ireland  was  more  prolific  in  saints  than  any  other  country  in  Eu- 
rope," Id,  ibid, ;  eipjio  bapoa  un  baile  po  na  h-éij;mib,  "the 
warders  of  the  town  rose  up  at  the  shouts,"  Ann,  Four  Mast,, 
A.  D.  1583;  po  maipnpec  oponj  do  Chenel  ConaiU  d'  Ua  Neill 
an  Calbac  do  beir  po'n  lonnup  pm,  "  some  of  the  Cinel  ConaiU 
informed  O'Neill  that  Calbhach  was  in  that  condition,"  Id,,  A.  D. 
1559. 

When  placed  before  a  numeral  adjective,  it  forms  an  adverb, 
as  pa  DO,  or  po  óí,  twice ;  pa  cpt,  twice. 

It  sometimes  denotes  intention,  or  purpose,  &c.,  as  ip  olc  an 
puaoap  a  cá  f  úra,  they  have  an  evil  inclination,  or  intention  ; 
literally,  an  evil  inclination  is  under  i\iem\  cape  aj  cup  púm, 
he  is  inciting  me ;  literally,  he  is  putting  under  me ;  cá  pé  as 
ma^aó  púm,  he  is  mocking  me. 

2  R 
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TTirouphout :  as  o'o-oj'rro  ^c-acr  crr«T  ciop  phóopuij  po 
€r'p:nn,  *' ±e  !ít  ajii  tnru:e  cf  Su  Fitrick  were  established 
thi^U2h:ut  IreLini,"'  IToji.  WM..  p.  13-5;  boi  zna  m  cepo  mac 
Ui  O'j'.^^i'-e  a  b'-árfir-  oca  b-':i^'~-:::D  fx>  Gip'no.  *' her  brother 
Mac  Ui  D-ilsaine,  the  aniiex,  was  in  search  of  her  throughout 
Ireland/*  Cor.  Glosi..  Toce  Pr-U  ;  r^  Icarnonj  m  peel  pn  yo 
Giyinn,  "  that  i:ews  was  spread  thrcughcut  Ireland,"  Book  of  Fer^ 
//ioy,  fcL  Ó2 ;  ap  n-ool  oom  rucr^ay^baUp  po  lapcap  DOihain, 
'*  my  celebntv  having  spread  thrcugacut  the  ^^est  of  the  world," 
Toruidheacht  Gruaidhe  Grian-sholuis. 

Ofy  OT\in\:  as  CionmaTrc  na  h-mnpe  pa  liiear,  palace,  pa 
lopj,  pa  lor  a^jp  fa  cpBop,  o^p  meapapoacc  a  h-cneoip  op 
reap  gt^^  puacc,  *'  the  fertility  of  the  island  in  honey  and  in 
fruit,  in]  milk,  in  fish,  in  grain  and  com,  and  the  temperature  of 
its  air  in  cold  and  heat,'"  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  51  :  bacop  po'n  cumacca 
pin  CO  cion  lap  rtoecc  do  phúqxiic,  **  they  were  in  that  power 
long  after  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick." 

pia,  piab,  before. 

This  preposition  is  unknown  in  the  modern  language;  but  it  is 
of  frequent  occurrence  in  ancient  writings  in  the  sense  of  before^ 
coram^  apudy  or  ante^  as  in  the  following  examples  :  ac  béppa 
anopa  pia  cac  na  h-ulcu  do  ponoip  ppim,  **  I  will  now  tell  before 
all  the  evils  which  thou  hast  done  to  me,*'  Battle  of  Magh  Bath, 
p.  32 ;  piao  piju  ocup  cuacha,  *'  before  kings  and  the  people," 
Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Cana  ;  ac  bepc  m  c-écep  piaó  inécpme,  "  the 
poet  said  before  the  student,"  /i.,  voceL^r^c  ;  ip  uaiple  a  h-aipil- 
leo  pia  Oia  oloac  oaini,  *'for  her  reward  is  nobler  before  God 
than  men,"  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  32,  a,h ;  ocup  cio  mop  a  anoip 
CO  leicc  pia  ooinib,  bio  mou  a  anoip  i  n-oail  bpára,  "for  though 
great  is  his  honour  before  men,  his  honour  shall  be  greater  at  the 
meeting  of  [the  day  of]  judgment,"  /i.,  fol.  15,  a,  h.  We  also 
meet  such  expressions  as  pia  Dia,  before  God  ;  piao  n-Duilemain 
ocup  6appi,  **  before  God  and  St.  Barry,"  Id.^  fol.  107,  h,  a.  In 
the  modern  language  the  compound  prepositional  phrase,  a  b-piaó- 
naipe,  is  used  in  place  of  this  simple  preposition. — See  also  op. 
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^an,  without. 

This  is  the  same  as  the  Latin  sine^  and  the  French  sans^  with 
which  it  is  probably  cognate.  Example y — jan  biao  jan  oeoc, 
without  food,  without  drink  ;  jan  op,  jan  aipjeoo,  without  gold, 
without  silver ;  Qpomacha  do  lopcao  jup  an  pair  uile,  jan  reap- 
apccain  aoin  cije  mnce  cenmoca  an  reach  pcpeapqia  nama, 
"  Armagh  was  burned,  with  the  whole  i^a/A,  without  the  saving  of 
any  house  within  it  (the  rath),  except  the  library  alone,"  ^nn. 
Four  Mast,  ^  A.D.  1020.  This  preposition  has  often  the  force  of 
a  simple  negative  adverb,  as  ni  h-ionjnao  jan  piop  an  neire  pi  do 
beir  a^  Scanihuppr,  *'  it  is  no  wonder  that  Stanihurst  should  not 
know  this  fact,"  Keat,  Hist,  p.  7;  o'ópouij  pé  oóib  jan  an  obaip 
pin  DO  Deanaiii,  he  ordered  them  not  to  do  that  work ;  do  báDO]) 
luce  na  Scicia  jan  cuiiiacc  coijcpfoch  do  buain  piu,  the  people 
of  Scythia  were  without  the  power  of  foreign  countries  touching 
[annoying]  them. 

5o,  gup,  without. 

This  is  obviously  cognate  with  the  Latin  cuniy  and  means  roith, 
as  peap  50  j-cpoioe  njloin,  a  man  with  a  pure  heart ;  cpoij  50 
leir,  a  foot  and  a  half;  literally,  a  foot  with  a  half.  Co  n-onoip 
ajup  CO  n-aipmiDin,  **  with  honour  and  veneration,"  Ann.  Four 
Masty  A.  D.  1004,  et passim  ;  pcian  anipa  la  Coipppi  TTlupc  co 
n-imoénum  apjaic  ocup  oip  1  n-a  h-eim,  **  Coirpri  Muse  had  a 
splendid  knife,  with  an  ornament  of  silver  and  of  gold  on  its  haft," 
Cor,  Gloss,  voce  Hloj  6ime  ;  rpicha  uaichne  pulainj  pat,  cu 
paine  jacha  jpéapa  poppo,  "  thirty  supporting  pillars  under  it, 
with  varieties  of  ornamental  work  upon  them,"  Book  of  Lismore, 
fol.  107 ;  DG  ploj  caicneriiac  co  n-eqiocca  jpéine,  co  poillpe 
puirnij^,  CO  m-binoe  ceoil,  "  two  beautiful  hosts  with  the  bright- 
ness of  the  sun,  with  dazzling  lustre,  with  the  sweetness  of  music," 
Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  126,  a,  h. 

But  it  most  generally  signifies  to,  usque  ad,  in  the  modern  lan- 
guage, and  is  generally  set  after  verbs  of  motion  to  a  place,  in 
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which  sense  it  is  the  opposite  of  ó^from^  as  ó  áic  50  h-áir,  from 
place  to  place ;  o  ihullach  Cláipi  co  6eapna  rpi  capbao,  ^^from 
the  summit  ofClairi  /o  Bearna  tri  carbad,"  5{>oA;  o/'Z^<?a«,  fol. 
204.  It  is  also  used  to  mark  the  relation  of  time,  as  6  am  ^o  h-am, 
from  time  to  time ;  50  oeipeao  an  Doihain,  to  the  end  of  the 
world;  yup  an  aimpip  vjd,  **  to  that  time,"  Keat,  ffist.j  p.  110. 
This  preposition  was  anciently  written  co,  cu,  cup. 

lap,  after. 

After :  lap  n-oilmn,  after  the  deluge ;  lap  n-oul,  after  going. 
This  preposition  is  chiefly  used,  in  connexion  with  verbal  nouns» 
to  form  expressions  equivalent  to  the  ablative  absolute  in  Latin, 
as  lap  n-apjum  popaoipe  ari  eoin,  "after  the  plundering  of  the 
fastness  of  the  bird,"  O'Dalt/  Cairhreach,  But  it  is  sometimes 
used  in  the  sense  of  according  to,  kutx,  as  lap  b-ptop,  in  truth ; 
tap  Tn-buncronp,  **  as  to  their  origin,"  Cor.  Gloss. y  voce  JJ^'lenj; 
lup  n-epnailib  écpamla,  *' after  various  kmds,^^  Leah?iar  Breac^ 
fol.  127,  by  a;  lap  n-a  miaoamlacc,  "according  to  their  dignity," 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358. 

loip,  eaoap,  between. 

Between,  among  :  an  pópaó  do  nireap  lap  m-baipoeao  loip 
piop  ajup  ihnaoi,  "  the  marriage  which  is  made  after  baptism  be- 
tween man  and  woman,"  Lucerna  Fidelium,  p.  242;  loip  polup 
ajup  oopcaoop,  between  light  and  darkness ;  loip  aep  ajup  uipce, 
between  sky  and  water ;  ir  mepa  icip  olcaib,  **  they  are  the  worst 
among  evils,"  Teagusc  Riogh ;  Cpeao  o'eipij  eacoppa,  what 
arose  between  them  ? 

Both :  iDip  olc  a'p  liiair,  both  evil  and  good ;  loip  peapaiB 
ajup  ihnáib,  both  men  and  women,    ^o  po  miUeaD  Icnp  jac 
conaip  rpép  a  o^ruócaió  erip  ciU  ci^up  cuair,  "  so  that  he  spoile<) 
every  place  through  which  he  passed,  both  ecclesiastical  and  lay,' 
Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1219. 

This  preposition  was  anciently  icip,  and  ez\\)*. 
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1m,  uim,  um,  about. 

jibouty  around :  cuip  c'pallainj  lomac,  put  thy  cloak  about 
thee;  pepeno  óip  im  choipp  pij,  ** a  golden  chain  around  the  leg 
of  a  king,"  Cor,  Gloss, ^  voce  pepeno;  pcabal  óip-ciúihpac  uim  a 
ihuinél,  "  a  gold- bordered  scapular  about  his  deck/*  Toruidhecht 
Saidhhhe ;  ni  beipioo  TTlopann  iTlac  niaoin  bpeac  cofóce  jan  an 
Id  ITIopainn  um  a  bpajaio,  **  Morann  Mac  Main  never  passed  a 
sentence  without  having  the  Idh  Morainn  [a  collar]  about  his 
neck,"  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  114  ;  cucpac  a  lama  'mon  cloic,  **they 
brought  their  hands  around  the  stone,"  Book  of  Bally  mote  ^  fol. 
219,  a/  po  eipij  peo  pia  umainn  co  nap  léip  pm,  *< a  mist  rose 
about  us,  so  that  we  were  not  visible,"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  246, 
h;  imma  copcpacap  mop,  **  around  which  many  were  slain," 
Book  of  Leinster,  p.  25,  h. 

Concerning  :  co  puijillpic  ollamna  ópeicemna  Gpeno  imma 
comalqiom  ocup  ima  n-oilpi,  **  so  that  the  chief  Brehons  of  Ire- 
land decided  respecting  their  fosterage  and  legitimacy,"  MS.  Trin. 
Coll.  Dubl.  H,  3.  17.  p.  849;  baoi  impiopan  eacoppa  um  piojacc 
Bipionn,  "there  was  a  contention  between  them  concerning  the 
sovereignty  of  Ireland,"  Keat,  Bist,,  p.  72;  bcroap  a  n-impeapam 
pe  poile  um  peuoaib  a  pean,  **  they  were  in  contention  with  each 
other  about  the  jewels  of  their  ancestors,"  Id,,  p.  51. 

For :  nacap  eici  j  nee  um  nf,  **  who  never  refused  one  for 
aught,"  Erard  Mac  Coisi ;  jup  jab  airpeacap  é  um  an  n^nfom 
DO  poi  jne,  **  so  that  it  repented  him  'Of  the  deed  which  he  had 
done,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  120;  op  jé  oo  booap  aobal-cúipi  eli  ic 
Conjal  'man  comepji  pm,  "  for  although  Congal  had  other  great 
causes  for  that  rebellion,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  110. 

In,  at,  about :  um  Shamam,  at  Allhallowtide ;  map  nac  léij- 
rep  nee  um  neom,  "where  no  person  is  admitted  in  the  evening," 
Erard  Mac  Coisi ;  'man  am  pn,  "at  that  time,"  Duald  Mac 
Firlns,  Tribes,  ^c,  of  Hy-Fiachrach,  p.  298. 

*4long  with  :  cámij  Coipóealbaeh  ann  im  laocaib  na  mioe, 
"  Turlough  came  thither  with  the  heroes  of  Meath,"  Ann,  Four 
Mast, 
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Lc,  Icif ,  pe,  pip,  with. 

WUhy  among ^  m,  denoting  the  relation  of  concomitancy,  as 
cuaiD  pe  le  Doihnall  j^o  Copcons,  he  went  with  Daniel  to  Cork; 
D'unri^eoDop  le  n-a  céile,  they  went  off  together ;  la  &peéna» 
*'  with  the  Britons,''  Cct,  Gloss,^  voce  6pocóic  ;  la  TTIunioin,  in 
Munster ;  la  6ai jniB,  with  the  Lagenians,  or  in  Leinster,  la  fllíDe, 
in  Meathy  ^nn.  FourMMt^  pa$8m;  ^aB  pe  léice,  he  took  with  her; 
mop  a  njoBcooi  piu,  <<  where  they  were  received,"  Keai,  Hist^y  p.  54. 

Wtthy  denoting  the  secondary  cause,  or  means,  as  ihcxpG  pe 
t)oihnall  le  cloioeam,  he  slew  Daniel  with  a  sword ;  map  uiha 
^'^  íTT'^r  ^  VS^^i  1^^  hrass  in  being  rubbed  with  a  knife. 

Wtih^  denoting  the  primary  agent,  or  sole  cause,  as  oo  mop- 
Baó  Oothnall  le  6pian,  Daniel  was  slain  hy  Brian;  &eipriop 
uara  on  copp  le  ppuc  na  ooinne,  **  the  body  was  carried  away 
from  them  by  the  stream  of  the  Boyne/'  Keai.  Hiat.^  p.  98; 
TTloiom  pia  n-U^aipe,  mac  Dunlain^  le  pi^  Caijen,  pop  Sirpiuc, 
mac  Qmlaim,  *'a  victory  was  gained  by  Ugaire,  son  of  Dunlang, 
king  of  Leinster,  over  Sitric,  son  of  Amlaff,"  Ann.  Tigher.^  A.  D. 
1021. 

For  the  purpose  of:  as  pe  copnaih  cópa,  ajup  pe  copy  euj- 
copa,  **  for  defending  justice  and  checking  injustice,"  Ketii.  HiiS^^ 
p.  94 ;  an  c-plea^  do  bf  a^  an  Liy^  ^-ceuona  le  h-a^o  comlomn, 
^^  the  spear  which  the  same  Lugh  had  for  battle,"  Id.y  p.  38;  pe 
copnaih  a^p  pe  caomna  na  cpfce,  for  defending  and  for  protect- 
ing the  country,"  Id,^  p.  94  ;  pe  pa6  oipppmn  ojpp  pe  ^[uióe  Dé, 
*'  for  saying  mass  and  imploring  God,"  Id^y  p.  113  ;  ppi  po^laimm 
n-GaBpa,  '*  for  the  purpose  of  learning  Hebrew,"  Cor,  Ghss.y  voce 
6paécaei ;  ppi  poip^eall  pfpinne,  <«  for  passing  a  sentence  of 
truth,"  Id,y  voce  Sfn. 

After^  as  in  such  phrases  as  ''  longing  after  z^  cá  p6il  a^om 
leip,  I  have  an  expectation  of  it ;  acá  a  púil  leip  anoip,  *'  they  ex- 
pect it  now,"  Duald  Mac  Firhis^  Tribes^  Sfc.  of  Hy-FHachraeK 
p.  320. 

Aty  on  :  as  Oia  lim  ppi  paip,  Dia  lim  ppi  paip,  *^  Godótf  with 
me  at  sun-set,  God  be  with  me  at  sun-rise,"  Cor.  Gloss,,  voce  F^ip; 
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le  pámne  an  lae,  at  the  break  of  day ;  le  h-eipje  jpéine,  at  the 
rising  of  the  sun ;  bap  ppi  h-aóapc,  *'  death  on  the  bed,"  Liher 
Hymnorum^  fol.  11,  « ;  le  n-a  raob,  at  his  side ;  le  n-a  coip,  at 
his  foot,  i.  e.  following  alongside  him ;  pan  liom,  wait  for  me  ;  po 
jpóinij  cpfoe  Chaiój  ppiu,  the  heart  of  Teige  loathed  at  [the  sight 
of]  them. 

To:  as  bmoeacup  le  Dia,  thanks  be  to  God;  abaip  ppip, 
**  say  to  him,**  Cor.  Gloss,,  voce  6erec ;  pepao  police  ppip,  "  he 
was  bade  welcome,"  Id.,  ibid. ;  cpeao  pa  n-abaprap  6picannia 
pe  6peacain,  *•  why  is  Britain  called  Britannia,"  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  9; 
cáinic  CO  Cnoc  na  cupao  ppip  a  paicep  Cnoc  5p^^"®>  "^®  came 
to  Cnoc  na  curadh,  which  is  called  Cnoc  Greine,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
Dubl.,  H.  3.  18.  p.  42;  ouBaipc  pe  liom,  he  said  to  me. 

Be/ore,  or  opposite:  pip  an  n^péin,  **  before  the  sun,"  ITeat. 
Hist. J  p.  150  ;  a  njnuipi  ppi  lap,  **  their  countenances  prostrate 
to  the  earth,"  p.  125  ;  po  puioij  a  lonjpopc  eineac  a  n-ioncaib 
ppiu,  "  he  pitched  his  camp  face  to  face  opposite  them,"-^^n«.  Four 
Mast.yk.D.  1601. 

FoVy  or  of:  ip  cupa  ip  cionncac  leip,  thou  art  in  fault  for  it ; 
pa  cionncac  pe  n-a  j-cpumniojao,  "  who  was  guilty  of  collecting 
them  together,"  Keat.  Hist.y  p.  144. 

Belonging  to ;  liom-pa  an  leabap,  the  book  is  mine  ;  le  jac 
bom  a  bomfn  ajup  le  jac  leabap  a  leabpán,  **  its  calf  belongs  to 
every  cow,  and  the  copy  to  every  original  book,"  Vit.  Columhcey 
apudColgan,  and  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  124;  po  po  leac  ocup  pec  pil 
plaiciup  cpe  Biciu,  •*  thou  and  thy  seed  shall  possess  the  sove- 
reignty for  ever,"  Vit.  Moling  ;  a  ca,  ol  Gochaio,  mo  pijgan  ma 
cocluo  ;  ip  le  in  cech  acá  in  piccell,  **  the  queen,  said  Eochaidh, 
is  asleep,  and  the  house  in  which  the  chess  board  is,  is  her's,** 
Tochmarc  Elaine ;  poc  bia  lim-pa,  **  I  shall  have,"  Id.  ;  pcian 
ariipa  la  Coipppi  TTlupc,  **  Coirpri  Muse  had  a  splendid  knife," 
Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  TTIo^  Gime  ;  cecpe  pi^na  laip,  "he  has  four 
queens,"  Book  of  L'lsmore,  fol.  113;  pa  leip  jan  ciop  po'n  Tllaij 
moill,  "  he  possessed  without  tribute  \the  country]  along  the 
sluggish  Maigue,''  O'Heerin;  ca  aipjeao  ayam  lacc  ni  liom  péin  é, 
I  have  money,  but  it  is  not  my  own. 


312  Of  the  simple  and  idioinatic       [pabtii. 

Wiih^  denoting  affection  of  the  mind,  as  ip  paoa  liom  on  la, 
I  deem  the  day  long,  literally,  long  is  the  day  with  me;  ip  olc 
liom  DO  cop,  I  deem  thy  state  evil,  i.  e.  I  am  sorry  for  thy  state  ; 
ip  DÓIC  leip,  he  thinks,  or  supposes;  ba  puach  la  các  a  ^abáil  i 
n-a  laiiTi,  "it  was  hateful  to  every  one  to  take  it  in  his  hand/'  Cor. 
Gloss. ^  voce  pe;  ni  ba  cam  leo  a  ecopc,  na  a  léco  leó,  '*  they 
liked  not  his  countenance,  nor  to  let  him  [go']  with  them,"  Id.,voce 
Ppull.  The  meaning  of  le,  when  thus  applied,  will  appear  more 
distinctly  by  substituting  do  for  it,  as  ip  olc  oaiii  oo  cop,  i.  e.  thy 
case  or  state  is  evil  io  me.  The  difference  is  that  le  expresses  affec- 
tion of  the  mind,  or  opinion,  while  do  simply  denotes  the  dative 
relation,  exactly  like  the  English  io.  This  difference  between  le 
and  DO,  though  rather  diilicult  to  a  learner,  is  at  once  recognized 
by  the  native  speakers  of  Irish,  be  they  ever  so  illiterate ;  ip  olc 
Dorii  DO  cop,  means,  thy  state  is  really  evil  to  me ;  but  ip  olc  liom 
00  cop,  means,  I  pity  thy  case ;  ip  cuma  lium,  I  do  not  care.  This 
common  expression  is  thus  explained  in  Cormac's  Glossary^  in 
voceOwTtxd;  ip  cuma  lium,  .1.  ip  coimoepp  bum  cíbé  oíb,  it  is 
equal  to  me  which  of  them. 

It  is  often  set  before  names  of  trades,  arts,  and  professions, 
thus  ;  m  oponj  oo  bioo  le  juibneacc,  le  ceapoacc,  le  paoippeacc, 
no  le  n-a  pamoil  oile  do  Duoipceapoaib,  "such  as  were  at  smith- 
work,  brass-work,  or  carpentry,  or  such  other  ignoble  trades," 
Keat.  Hist,,  p.  116  ;  bdoop  po'n  am  pom  beaj  nac  cpian  b-peap 
n-eipionn  pe  pilioiocc,  **  at  that  time  nearly  the  one-third  part  of 
the  men  of  Ireland  were  at  the  poetical  profession,"  /ci.,  p.  122; 
Dol  pa  pilioecc  ocup  a  lejeno  do  acbail,  "  to  follow  the  poetical 
profession,  and  give  up  his  teaching,"  Leabhar  BreaCy  fol.  107. 

With,  along  with :  léij  pé  an  clap  leip  an  ppur,  he  let  the 
board  {_Jloat']  along  the  stream  ;  léij  pé  an  cleice  leip  an  njnoiá, 
he  let  the  feather  with  the  wind ;  le  pónaó,  down  the  steep;  oubaipc 
pt  50  n-DoiprpioD  Dobuc  learhnacca  leip  an  ppuc,  "she  said  that 
she  would  spill  a  tub  of  new  milk  7vith  the  stream,"  ICeat,  Hist., 
p.  79;  pip  an  aill,  "  down  the  cliff,"  Id,,  ibid. 

To,  with  :  ^n  pun  do  léijean  le  a  liinuoi,  **  not  to  communi- 
cate a  secret  to  his  wife,"  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  96 ;  nf  leiypio  me  leip  é, 
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I  will  not  let  it  go  with  him  (i.  e.  unpunished) ;  nú  bac  leif ,  do  not 
mind  [hinder]  him  ;  na  bac  leo,  do  not  mind  them  ;  péac  leip  é, 
try  him  with  [_at]  it;  ni  puil  peapam  leip,  there  is  no  standing 
with  him,  i.  e.  there  is  no  enduring  him ;  opuiD  liom,  approach 
me,  or  come  close  to  me.  These  phrases  could  with  difficulty  be 
understood,  if  the  Irish  once  became  a  dead  language  ;  and  there- 
fore all  these  phrases  ought  to  be  fully  explained  in  a  dictionary, 
before  the  language  is  forgotten. 

Against^  in  the  sense  of  leaning  against,  as  a  ópuim  pe  copra 
cloice,  "his  backing  against  a  pillar  stone." 

When  placed  before  a  progressive  active  noun,  it  gives  it  the 
force  of  the  latter  supine  in  Latin,  or  of  the  gerundive,  as  lonjan- 
rac  \e  páó,  mirabile  dictu ;  áluinn  le  péacain,  pulcher  visu; 
cá  pe  le  pajail  pop,  it  remains  to  be  found  yet;  ni  puil  pe  le 
pá^ail,  nan  est  inveniendus. — See  Qp  pajáil.  5^6  mop  pe  a 
maoioeaih  a  b-pao,  ceipc  maicne  TTlhoja  Muaoao,  '*  though  great 
to  be  boasted  of  from  time  remote  is  the  character  of  the  race  of 
Mogh  Nuadhad,"  Muldowny  O' Morrison,  1639 ;  ra  mópán  le 
ceacc  pop,  much  is  to  come  yet ;  ca  pe  le  oéanarii  pop,  it  remains 
to  be  done  yet ;  an  aimpip  a  ra  le  ceacc,  the  time  that  is  to  come, 
i.  e.  futurity. 

When  placed  after  adjectives,  it  expresses  comparison  of  equa- 
lity, and  is  translated  as.  Example^ — com  milip  le  mil,  as  sweet 
as  honey;  literally,  equally  sweet  with  honey;  com  oub  ppi  héc 
a  ópec,  "black  as  death  his  countenance,"  Cor,  Gloss. yVocey>\y\A\\ 
jop  caipealbao  Doib  Dealb  buó  com  ^lan  pip  an  nj^pém,  ajup 
buó  bmne  loná  jac  ceol  oa  j-cualaoap,  "  there  appeared  to  them 
a  figure  as  bright  as  [lit.  equally  bright  rvith"]  the  sun,  and  whose 
voice  was  sweeter  than  any  music  they  had  ever  heard,"  Keat, 
Hist.y^.  117. 

Near  to,  by,  when  subjoined  to  láiih,  the  oblique  form  of  lam, 
a  hand,  as  láim,  le  h-aBainn,  near  a  river.  But  its  meaning  is 
very  much  modified,  according  to  the  noun  before  which  it  is 
placed,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  examples  :  pern  aip,  by 
my  side ;  jjabup  pem  aip,  "  I  have  taken  upon  me,"  Keat.  Hist., 
p.  1  ;  Cnoc  na  pijpami  pni  a  n-Deap,  **  Cnoc  na  righraidi  to  the 

*  2  s 
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south  of  them,'*  Book  of  Lísmore^  fol.  70,  h ;  pp»  muip  anaip, 
"  on  the  east  side  of  the  sea,"  Cor,  Gloss.  ^  voce  nioj  6inie ;  la 
raib  niaiji,  **  by  the  side  of  the  [river]  Maigue,"  Book  ofLecan^ 
fol  204. 

During  :  pe  linn  pheap  m-óolj,  "  during  the  time  of  the 
Firbolgs,"  Keat.  HisL,  p.  21  ;  pe  n-a  beo,  **  during  his  life,"  Id.y 
p.  117 ;  pe  pe  cian,  for  a  long  time  ;  pe  Imn  oo  paojail,  during 
the  term  of  thy  life ;  le  paoa,  for  a  long  time ;  la  loinjeap  mac 
TTlileao,  "at  the  time  of  the  expulsion  of  the  sons  of  Milesius/' 
Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  6parcaei;  la  bpupuó  púla,  '*in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,"  Visio  ^damnani, 

.Addition  to,  joining  jvith :  as  cuip  leo,  add  to  them,  or  assist 
them. 

Opposition  to  :  as  ppi  piónem  po  pepaó  qiep,  "with  the  lofty 
wood  it  (the  wind)  wages  war,"  TtumanrCs  Poem  on  the  Windy 
Bodl.  Lib,  Laud,  610,  fol.  10,  a,  a;  jan  cup  pe  a  cloinn,  "not 
to  oppose  his  race,"  Hugh  O^Donnell ;  ip  ni  éicpaó  Con^l  cam, 
ppim-pa  ap  oeapj-op  an  Domain,  "  and  the  fair  Congal  would  not 
come  against  me  for  the  world's  red  gold,"  Battle  of  Magh  Bath^ 
p.  14  ;  na  h-ulcu  bo  ponaip  ppim,  "  the  evils  thou  hast  done 
against  me,"  Id.,  p.  32  ;  m  conplichc  po  lapac  na  55cnce  ano  ppi 
pácpaic,  "  the  contest  which  the  Gentiles  had  there  with  Patrick," 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358. 

Fro?n  :  as  pjapaoap  le  n-a  céile,  they  parted  with  each 
other;  pjapuip  anam  pip  po  ceDoip,  "  his  soul  departed  from  him 
at  once,"  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  145;  piojacc  Bipionn  do  pjapróin  piu, 
"the  sovereignty  of  Ireland  was  separated  from  them,"  Id,,  p.  100 ; 
DeiliU5aó  in  paeDa  ppia  a  poile,  "  to  separate  one  thing  from 
another,"  Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  Oeiliujaó.  It  has  this  meaning  only 
when  coming  after  verbs  of  parting  or  separating,  in  which  it  per- 
fectly agrees  with  the  English  preposition  with,  when  placed  after 
the  verb  to  part, 

Stewart,  in  his  Gcelic  Grammar,  2nd  edit.,  p.  141,  says  that 
re,  ris,  signifies  exposed,  bare,  or  manifest.  But  though  leip,  pip, 
and  ppip,  are  used  in  Irish  in  this  sense,  they  must  be  regarded 
as  adjectives,  because  they  never  vary  with  the  gender  or  number 
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of  the  noun.  Thus,  in  léijreap  an  úip  ripm  leip  (Gen.  i.  9), 
if  leif  were  a  compound  of  the  preposition  le,  with,  and  the 
pronoun  pé,  or  pi,  it  would  be  written  léijreap  an  úip  ripm 
le,  or  léiée.  Neither  does  the  word  vary  as  an  adjective,  for  it 
is  never  found,  except  in  connexion  with  the  verb  substantive,  or 
some  such,  and  more  to  qualify  the  verb  than  the  substantive,  as 
rá  ulocQ  na  qiái^e  leip,  the  stones  of  the  strand  are  exposed;  cá 
DO  cpoiceann  leip,  thy  skin  is  exposed.  This  preposition  was 
anciently  written  la,  leip,  and  ppi,  ppip,  pia,  piap,  pa,  as  will  be 
seen  in  several  of  the  foregoing  examples.  It  is  written  ppip  in  the 
Leabhar  Breac, 

TTlap,  as. 

ASi  like  to  :  map  jpém  an  c-pampaio,  like  the  summer  sun  ; 
map  péalc  maione,  like  the  morning  star;  a  lupja  map  cuijil, 
a  pliapac  map  pámraijj;,  a  bpu  map  miach  bolj,  a  bpáije  map 
cuippe,  "his  shin  7vas  like  a  distaff,  his  thigh  like  the  handle  of 
an  axe,  his  belly  like  a  sack,  his  neck  like  that  of  a  crane,"  Cor. 
Gloss.y  voce  Ppull. 

-^*,  for  :  rpeub  t)an  naraip  neime  *n-a  m-bpacai  j  map 
puairioncap,  **  the  tribe  of  Dan  had  a  serpent  in  their  banner  for  a 
badge,"  Kcat.  Hist.,  p.  131;  map  jeapa,  **as  an  incantation," 
Id,y  p.  117;  cuaille  cuilbnn  'na  láim  map  pleaj,  a  holly  staff 
in  his  hand  for  a  spear. 

O,  from. 

From,  asipt  cpich  h-Ua  Piojemce  ó  Cuacaip  6pum  co  ópuj 
pij,  ocup  Ó  fthpuj  pij5  CO  6uaip,  "the  country  of  Hy-Fidhgeinte 
extends  from  Luachair  Bruin  to  Bruree,  and  from  Bruree  to  Buais," 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  17.  p.  378;  ó  áic  50  h-úic,  from  place 
to  place;  ó  cém  máip,  from  a  remote  period. 

Bf/j  denoting  the  instrument,  as  lopcuo  iTlui^e  6ile  co  na 
h-epoamaib  ó  geinciB,  '*  the  burning  of  Magh  Bile,  with  its  erdams, 
bf/  the  Pagans,"  Chron.  Scot.,  A.  D.  825;  ip  cu  po  cíónaiceó  ó 
luoap,  ocup  po  cépaó  ó  luoaí^ib,  ocup  po  h-aónaiceó,  ocup  po 
eipij  Ó  mapbaib,  "thou  art  he  who  wert  betrayed  by  Judas,  aud 
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crucified  hy  the  Jews,  and  buried,  and  didst  rise  from  the  dead/' 
Book  of  Fermoy^  fol.  58  ;  po  cinceo  ó  na  Pailbib  fin,  "  this  was 
responded  to  by  the  Falvys,"  Book  of  L'lsmore,,  fol.  178,  h;  lei^- 
cfcap  o'n  liaj  é,  '*  he  is  cured  by  the  physician,"  Old  Med,  MSS. 
passim ;  foillpe  cumapcoa  ó  óopcacc  coup  ó  poiUpi,  **  light 
composed  of  light  and  darkness,"  Cor.  Gloss, ^  voce  Deool. 

Of  the  same  as  the  Latin  de^  as  peap  ó  Chopcai  j,  a  man/row 
(i. e.  o/^)  Cork ;  ceol  na  j-cupao  ó  Chuan  t)op,  "the  music  of 
the  heroes  of  Cuan-Dor  [Glandorc],"  ODaly  Cairhreach, 

Since^  seeing  that,  as  ó']"  píop  pin,  since  that  is  true ;  o  po 
piDip  O'Neill  rriujnup  do  duI  h-i  o-Uip  Goccham  poaip  i  n-a 
ppirinj  cap  pinn,  "  when  O'Neill  learned  that  Manus  had  gone 
into  Tyrone,  he  returned  back  across  the  [river]  Finn,"  -4  ww.  Four 
Mast.,  A.  D.  1522.  But  in  this  situation  it  should  be  considered 
rather  as  an  adverb  than  a  preposition. 

Denoting  want,  with  a  desire  of  obtaining,  as  ip  lomoo  nfó 
acá  uaim,  many  a  thing  I  want ;  cpeao  ca  uara  ?  what  do  they 
want?  CO  aipjeao  uaca,  they  want  money. 

I7iy  by,  denoting  the  cause ;  ip  bale  ó  clap,  ip  coel  6  cleiche, 
"  it  is  strong  in  boards,  and  it  is  slender  in  its  wattles,"  Car,  Gloss. ^ 
voce  Oil. 

Op,  uap,  over. 

Over  :  as  6\^  eannaib  a  n-apm,  **  over  the  points  of  their  wea- 
pons," Battle  of  Magh  liaghy  p.  198  ;  buo  pi^  uap  oo  bpáicpiB 
rú,  "  thou  shalt  be  a  king  over  thy  brothers,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  113 ; 
apo-Gupboj  Qipo  IDacha  ap  Ppíompaió  op  eappojaiB  Gipionn 
uile,  "the  Archbishop  of  Armagh  is  Primate  over  the  bishops  i>f 
Ireland,"  Id,,  p.  167  ;  lia  ucip  lecc,  *'  a  stone  over  the  monument," 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  18.  fol.  25;  uap  óóino,  ««over  the 
[river]  Boyne,"  Ann.  Ult.  A.  D.  534;  an  bpeo  uap  cumo  i  qiilip, 
I  n-Gipino  bic  bebuip,  «*  the  fire  over  the  wave  in  effulgence,  in 
Beg- Erin  he  (Bishop  Ivor)  died,"  Feilire  Aenguis,  23rd  April. 

The  compound  preposition  op  cionn,  i.  e.  over-head^  is  now 
generally  used  for  the  simple  op,  or  uup. 

l?e,  pip. — See  le,  leip. 
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Re,  pm ;  pep,  piap,  before. 

Before  :  as  pé  n-oilmn,  "  before  the  deluge,"  Keat.  Hist.^ 
p.  28  ;  \\éy  an  oibpiu^ao,  "  before  the  operation,"  Battle  of  Mag k 
Bath,  p.  94;  pia  car  mui^i  l^ar,  «before  the  Battle  of  Magh 
Ilath,"/i/.,  p.  110;  paoilim  o'a  péip  pm  nac  puil  ace  pmnpjél 
piliDiocca  ip  in  pcaip  do  aipneiopioo  Pionncain  do  ihapcain  pé 
n-Dilinn  ajup  'na  Diaij,  '*  I  think,  therefore,  that  there  is  nothing 
but  a  poetical  fiction  in  the  history  which  would  narrate  that  Fin- 
tan  lived  before  the  deluge  and  after  it,"  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  28. 

Of:  as  am  uairiinioc  pep  an  pij,  "  I  am  fearful  ©/"the  king," 
Id,,  p.  26;  po  pxh  eajla  ihop  h-é  piap  na  pijuib,  "great  fear  of 
the  kings  seized  him."  Vit,  Moling. 

Roirii,  before. 

Before  ;  poiih  pé,  before  the  time,  before  hand  ;  camall  poiih 
la,  a  short  lime  before  day ;  buail  poiiiar,  go  forward ;  acá  police 
poiiiaib,  «  ye  are  welcome,"  Keat.  Hist,,  p.  100  ;  páilcíjip  poime, 
"he  bids  him  welcome,"  /ti.,  p.ll3;  jabaip  eajla  ihop  an  pi 
poime,  "  the  king  was  seized  with  great  fear  before  [i.  e.  of]  him," 

Id,,  p.  124. 

Signifying  resolution :  do  cuip  pé  poime,  he  resolved ;  lite- 
rally, he  put  before  him ;  an  can  cuipeappoiihe  50  h-uaiUiriianac, 
"when  he  ambitiously  resolves,"  Id,,  p.  75. 

Preference  :  poim  jac  uile  níó,  before  every  thing. 

Seac,  by,  besides. 

This  preposition  was  anciently  pec,  peoc,  rarely  peccaip,  and 
seems  cognate  with  the  Latin  secus ;  that  it  has  nearly  the  same 
signification  will  appear  from  the  following  examples : 

""  By,  or  past:  cáinic  Conjal  peac  an  oinihio,  «  Congal  passed 
by  the'  idiot,"  Battle  of  Magh  Rath,  p.  284  ;  oucpacup  co  nab 
peocham  no  reippeo,  "  would  that  it  would  not  pass  by  me,"  Mae 
Conglinns  Dream  ;  peirpio  pech  pino  plébe  Ripe,  "  they  passed 
by  the  headland  of  the  Biphean  mountain,"  Book  of  Bally  mote, 
fol.  \\,b,h  ;  luiD  apaib  t)pai  pech  an  eclaip,  **  a  certain  Druid 
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passed  by  the  church,"  Book  of  Lismore^  fol.  5,  h  ;  do  cuqid 
Paqiuic  pec  in  uile  erapnaije,  ''  Patrick  went  past  all  the  snares/* 
Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  14,  a,  a ;  co  n-oecao  cac  ae  oiB  pech 
apaile,  "so  that  each  of  them  might  pass  by  each  other,  Cor, 
Gloss,,  voce  T^oc. 

In  cowj)arison  with :  ip  mop  an  piolap  pec  an  opeoiUn,  the 
eagle  is  great  in  comparison  with  the  wren.  The  Irish  peasantry 
generally  translate  pec  in  this  sense  by  the  English  towards^  as  *'the 
eagle  is  great  toivards  [i.  e.  in  comparison  with]  the  wren  ;"  peac 
mcicaib  NeiU,  "beyond  the  sons  of  Niall,"  Battle  of  Magh B>ath^ 
p.  312. 

Besides  :  as  a  oeip  iteccop  óoeciup  jup  ab  ó  Jhaoioiol éijm 
oile  canjaoap  pme  ^cioióil  na  h-Qlban  peac  an  njaoioiol  ó 
D-ránjaoap  meic  TTlileaD,  "  Hector  Boetius  states  that  it  is  from 
some  other  Gael,  besides  the  Gael  from  whom  sprung  the  sons  of 
Milesius,  that  the  Gaels  of  Scotland  are  descended,"  Keat,  Hist,, 
p.  52. 

Out,  beyond  :  pechcaip  caroip  immach,   outside  the  city. — 

Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  107. 

Uaji,  Dap,  over. 

Over,  across  :  as  do  léim  pé  capp  an  abamn,  he  leaped  across 
the  river ;  jabaio  TTlolmj  peme  oapp  an  ach  anono,  "  St  Moling 
advances  over  across  the  ford,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  18. 
fol.  216,  h  ;  DÍ  cpoipp  cap  a  mullach,  "  two  crosses  over  his  head,*' 
Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  Ppull ;  po  piacc  lap  pm  oap  Píó  Cuanach  h-i 
TTlaij  maijnije,  co  pumic  oap  Rije  po  cuaio,  **  he  came  after- 
wards across  Fidh  Cuanach  into  the  plain  of  Magh  Maighnighe, 
and  northwards  across  the  [river]  Righe,"  f^it.  Moling  ;  jabpac 
Dap  ppucaip  na  óóinni  immaij  ópeaj,  *'  they  proceeded  across  the 
river  of  Boyne  into  MaghBreagh,"  Book  of  Leinster,  fol.  105,  a,  h; 
cap  ponnai^ib  pícápoa  in  baili  amach,  "  over  the  lofty  enclosures 
of  the  town,"  Book  of  Lis  more,  fol.  239  ;  po  claioeo  mo  uaj;  a 
c-pleaj  Dia  caob,  a  cloioem  oo'n  caeb  n-aile,  a  luamam  cuipip, 
**  the  grave  was  dug  ;  his  lance  was  placed  on  one  side,  his  sword 
on  the  other,  and  his  shield  over  across  him,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 
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Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  46  ;  capla  ppur  oí-móp  oóib  popp  in  connip, 
ocup  Dpoichec  DO  mapmaip  caipip,  "  they  met  a  great  stream  on 
the  way,  with  a  bridge  of  marble  across  it,"  Book  of  Lismore^ 
fol.  107  ;  a  cup  pulae  cap  a  ppicjnani,  **  keeping  an  eye  over  his 
diligence,"  Cor,  Gloss. ^  voce  6ecec  ;  an  6heallraine  cuaio  cape, 
**  the  May  last  past." 

Beyond :  as  cuaio  pé  cap  m*eolup,  it  went  beyond  my  know- 
ledge ;  cap  jac  níó,  beyond  every  thing ;  cap  mo  óíccioU-pa, 
"  beyond  my  endeavour,'*  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  19. 

Upé,  through. 

Anciently  cpia,  cpi. 

Through  :  as  cpé  n-a  cpoioe,  through  his  heart ;  do  Bép-pa  in 
jai  pea  epic  cpaíói,  "  I  will  run  this  spear  through  thy  heart," 
y it.  Moling ;  lepcap  bip  oc  oail  uipci,  ocup  a  coip  cpé  n-a 
fheóón,  "  a  vessel  which  is  for  distributing  water,  with  a  handle 
through  its  middle,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Gpcano. 

Through,  denoting  the  means,  or  cause :  ap  cpé  aíne,  ocup 
upnaijre  do  paepaó  t)aniel  puiD,  **  it  is  through  fasting  and 
prayer  Daniel  the  prophet  was  redeemed,"  Book  of  Fermoy,  fol. 
125  ;  ap  m  Spipoc  Naem  po  labpapcaip,  ocup  do  aipceacam 
cpia  jinu  na  pep  pipeon,  **  for  it  was  the  Holy  Ghost  that  spoke 
and  predicted  through  the  mouths  of  righteous  men,"  MS.  Trin. 
Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358;  po  jabpacc  oan  loam  h-i  cpi  imap- 
cpaiD  puacca,  ocup  cpe  méo  in  c-pneuccai,  ocup  cpep  in  imeajla 
DO  cuaiD  impi,  **  pangs  then  seized  her  through  the  intensity  of 
the  cold,  and  the  quantity  of  the  snow,  and  through  the  terror 
which  came  over  her,"  Vit.  Moling;  cia  pip  nac  cpeom-pa 
acá  pm,  **  who  knows  but  it  is  through  me  this  is,"  Id. ;  cpe 
Dpaoióeacc,  through,  or  by  magic;  cpe  canjnucc,  "by  trea- 
chery," Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1257,  et  passim. 

On :  as  cpe  ceme,  on  fire  ;  cpe  lapaó,  on  flame;  Nepo  do  cuip 
qié  lapaó  puap  an  "Roiiti,  "  Nero  who  set  Rome  in  a  conúagvR- 
iion,'*  Keating,  in  Poem,  beginning  *'  Páió  bpéajac  an  paojal  po." 

Um. — See  1m. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

OF   CONJUNCTIONS. 


Section  \. —  Of  the  simple  Conjunctions. 

The  simple  conjunctions  are  remarkably  few ;  but 
there  are  several  conjunctional  phrases,  which  help  to 
make  up  the  deficiency.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
simple  conjunctions,  with  their  ancient  and  modern 
forms. 

Qcc,  but,  except. 

This  is  often  corrupted  to  ac,  in  common  conversation. — See 
the  Syntax, 

Qgui^,  and,  as. 

This  is  generally  written  acup,  or  ocup,  in  old  manuscripts, 
and  sometimes  pceo  is  found  as  a  form  of  it,  as  i  b-piaonaipe  pep 
n-Bpeno  pceo  macu  pceo  injena,  *'  in  the  presence  of  the  men  of 
Ireland  both  sons  and  daughters,"  Book  of  Bally  mote  y  fol.  188; 
pipu,  macu,  mná  pceo  mjena,  «  men,  youths,  women,  and  daugh- 
ters,'* Battle  of  Magh  Rath^  p.  24.  CIjup  is  often  contracted  to 
ip,  a'p,  and  sometimes  'p>  when  preceding  a  word  beginning  with  a 
vowel,  as  'p  \y  píop  a  n-oeipim,  **  and  what  I  say  is  true."  When  it 
follows  com,  a$y  or  equally^  it  must  be  translated  into  English  by 
as  :  com  oeappjnoijre  agup  pm,  **  so  remarkable  as  that,"  Keat, 
Hist.,  p.  39.  The  Latin  aCy  or  atqucy  which  is  clearly  cognate 
with  the  Irish  acup,  is  sometimes  used  in  this  sense,  as  **  Scythae 
aurum  et  argentum  perinde  aspernantur  ac  reliqui  mortales  appe- 
tunt,"  Justin ;  "  Simul  ac  se  ipse  commovit,  atque  ad  se  revo- 
cavit,"  Cicero  ;  **  Simul  atqtie  hostis  superatus  esset,"  Id, 
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Qn,  whether. 

This,  which  is  cognate  with  the  Latin  an^  and  by  some  regarded 
as  an  adverb,  is  often  written  in,  and  even  inb,  in  ancient  manu- 
scripts. 

CÍ6,  although,  even. 

This  is  more  frequently  written  5ÍÓ.  Both  forms  are  used  in 
the  spoken  dialect  of  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  generally  pro- 
nounced, and  often  written,  cé  and  jé,  forms  which  are  found  in 
the  works  of  the  best  Irish  scholars,  as  in  the  Genealogies  of  the 
Hy-Fiachrach,  by  Duald  Mac  Firbis  :  jé  po  poóaij,  "although 
he  appeased  him/'  p.  140.  The  particle  cid  is  often  found  in  an- 
cient manuscripts  in  the  sense  of  evetiy  as  uaip  po  picip  in  Coimoiu 
cec  nf  pecmaic  a  lepp  uao  cio  piapiu  némm  a  ecapjaipe,  **  for 
the  Lord  knows  every  thing  we  require  from  him,  even  before  we 
implore  him,"  Leabhar  Breac^  fol.  121,  6. 

Com,  as. 

Synonymous  with  the  Latin  tam.  This  is  often  written  as  if  it 
formed  a  part  of  the  adjective  to  which  it  is  prefixed,  as  coihmóp 
le  pliab,  as  large  as  a  mountain.  It  is  sometimes  responded  to  by 
a^uf ,  and  then  it  should  be  kept  separate  from  the  adjective,  and 
regarded  as  a  conjunction,  or  an  adverb.  See  example  under  ci^up. 

Da,  if. 

This  is  generally  written  Dia  in  old  manuscripts.  It  is  nearly 
synonymous  with  ma;  but  there  is  this  difference,  that  oá  is  always 
used  in  connexion  with  the  conditional  mood,  and  ma  with  the 
indicative,  as  do  5-ceilpinn,  if  I  would,  or  should  conceal ;  ma 
ceilim,  if  I  conceal. 

pop,  moreover. 

This  is  sometimes  an  adverb,  and  signifies  yet.  It  is  often 
written  Beop  in  old  manuscripts,  and  even  by  Duald  Mac  Firbis 
in  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

5ÍÓ,  though,  although. — See  Cíó. 

2  T 
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309  that. 

Synonymous  with  the  Latin  ut,  uHnam.  When  before  a  verb 
in  the  simple  past  tense  (not  consuetudinal  past),  it  becomes  ^p, 
or  ^op,  which  is  a  union  of  the  simple  50  and  po,  sign  of  the  past 
tense.  In  ancient  manuscripts  it  is  written  co,  and  before  the  past 
tense  of  verbs  cop,  cup,  ^up^  ^upá.  When  coming  before  the 
assertive  verb  if,  ab,  it  amalgamates  with  the  verb,  and  they 
become  copub,  cupob,  ^upab,  even  in  the  present  tense.— See  the 
Sffntaa. 

lona,  than. 

This  is  often  written  iná  in  old  manuscripts,  but  is  generally 
pronounced  ná  in  the  spoken  language.  In  ancient  and  some  modem 
writings,  when  it  precedes  fé,  Ae,  and  lao,  the^f  they  amalgamate  and 
become  map,  ináio,  L  e.  than  hCy  than  they^  as  in  the  following  ex- 
amples : — ^noca  cámic  pop  caliiiam  pfn  po  b'pepp  blop  na  bpi^,  oap 
leo,ináf  , '  *  there  came  not  upon  earth  wine  of  better  flavour  or  strength, 
they  thought,  than  it.''  Oighidh  Muirchertaigh  Moir  Mie  Erca. 
These  amalgamations  are  also  used  by  Keating  and  the  Four  Masters, 
as  nf  paibe  'n-a  coni-aimpp  peap  bo^a  00  Bpeápp  lonáp,  "  there 
was  not  in  his  time  a  better  bowman  than  Ae,"  Keai.  Hist.j  p.  1 17 ; 
DeapBparaip  oob  oiye  lonáp  péin,  "  a  brother  younger  than  him- 
self," Id,f  ibid, ;  nf  puil  cmeaó  po'n  n^peéin  le  n-ab  annpa  ceapc 
lonaio  Gipionnai^,  "  there  is  hot  a  people  under  the  sun  who  love 
justice  more  than  the  Irish,"  ITeat.  Histy  p.  174;  jup  ob  ceo  é 
ináiD  na  blapa  eile,  "  that  it  is  hotter  than  the  other  tastes,"  Old 
Med.  SM.  ]414i — See  also  Annals  0/  the  Four  Masters^  at  the 
year  1540. 

It  should  be  also  noted,  that  oloap ,  oloac,  is  very  frequently 
used  for  loná,  in  ancient  writings,  as  ip  aipe^oa  in  c-o^  con  10 
oajpupc  oloap  in  pean  co  n-oibell  a  puipc,  "  for  the  youth  with 
his  bright  eye  is  more  splendid  than  the  old  man  with  his  dim 
eye,"  Cor.  Gloss,^  voce  S^^ÍT»  ap  po  ba  oile  laip  clann  Neac- 
cam  oloac  clann  Neill,  "  for  the  sons  of  Nechtan  were  dearer  to 
him  than  the  children  of  Niall,"  Ann.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1460. 

In  a  copy  of  Cormac's  Glossary,  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H,  2. 
16.  voce  Qoapc,  it  is  translated  by  the  Latin  quam. 
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Til  a,  if. 

When  coining  before  the  affirmative  verb  if,  they  amalgamate, 
and  become  map,  now  generally  printed  ma'p ;  but  written  mapa 
in  very  ancient  and  correct  manuscripts,  as  in  the  Leahhar  Breac, 
fol.  127,  ft,  a ;  mapa  epoálca  imuo  na  pochpaice,  "  if  the  amount 
of  reward  be  certain ;"  mápa  coThaipli  leib,  *'  if  it  seem  advisable 
to  you,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358. 

When  coming  before  ail  leac,  pleasing  to  thee,  it  often  com- 
bines with  them,  and  they  are  written  maoailc,  as  maoailc  a 
óepbaó,  "  if  thou  wish  to  prove  it."  Old  Med,  MS. 

TTlap,  as. 

This  is  sometimes  a  preposition,  and  sometimes  a  conjunction 
or  adverb.  It  is  pronounced  mup  in  Meath,  and  parts  of  Ulster, 
and  so  written  by  O'Molloy  and  others.  In  ancient  manuscripts, 
peb  is  often  used  in  its  place ;  and  this  word  is  still  preserved  in 
the  spoken  language  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  but  pronounced  péó. 

Til  una,  unless. 

This  is  often  written  mine  and  mam  in  old  manuscripts,  and 
when  preceding  the  assertive  verb  ip,  ba,  they  combine  mmab, 
mmbao,  manbao,  i.  e.  nisi  esset,  as  ni  Dip  do  pechc  ininab  mair, 
"  law  is  not  right,  unless  it  be  good,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  '^no. 

Na,  nor. 

This  is  now  used  in  the  same  sense  as  the  English  nor,  and  the 
Latin  nee ;  but  in  old  writings  it  is  often  put  for  the  modern  nac, 
noty  fvhich  noty  as  co  na  repna  oepcibal  app,  "  so  that  not  one 
escaped,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Coipe  6pecáin  ;  lapp  in  ni  na  pil  ale 
anD,  coup  na  poinncep,  **  because  it  contains  no  joint,  and  is  not 
divided,"  Id,,  voce  Oeach.  Nac  is  often  used  in  old  writings, 
and  even  by  the  Four  Masters,  for  the  modern  na,  nor,  nee,  as 
CO  no  baoi  aon  rhainipcip  o  Qpamn  na  naom  co  muip  n-lochc 
jan  bpipeao,  jan  buan-péabaó,  ace  maó  beaccán  noma  i  n-Gpinn 
no  cucpac  ^oxW  oia  n-uio  nac  oia  n-aipe,  "  so  that  there  was  not 
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any  monastery  from  Aran  of  the  Saints  to  the  Iccian  sea  without 
being  broken  and  pulled  down,  excepting  a  few  in  Ireland  only,  of 
which  the  English  took  no  heed  or  notice,"  jlnn.  Four  M<Mt,^ 
A.  D.  1537. 

Ni,  not. 

This  is  used  in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland  for  the  simple 
negative  not,  non ;  but  seldom,  if  ever,  in  Ulster,  ca  being  sub- 
stituted for  it  throughout  that  province,  except  in  the  south-west  of 
Donegal,  where  they  use  ni.  Tliere  are  no  words  in  the  modem 
Irish  corresponding  with  the  English  yes  or  no ;  but  in  the  an- 
cient language,  nacho  is  used  without  a  verb,  in  giving  a  negative 
answer,  as  nacho,  a  TTlhaelpuain,  **  No,  O  Maelruain,"  MS.  Trin. 
Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  18.  fol.  205,  h. 

No,  or. 

This  is  the  simple  disjunctive  conjunction,  corresponding  with 
the  English  or^  and  the  Latin  vely  or  aut. 

Noca,  not. 

This,  though  found  in  manuscripts  of  no  great  antiquity,  is  now 
obsolete  in  the  south  and  west  of  Ireland ;  but  it  is  supposed  that 
the  ca  of  the  Ultonian  and  the  Erse  dialects,  is  an  abbreviation  of  it. 

O,  seeing  that,  since. 

O  is  frequently  a  preposition  ;  but  when  placed  before  a  verb, 
it  must  be  regarded  as  an  adverb  or  a  conjunction,  for  it  then 
means  since^  or  because, 

Oiji,  because. 

This  is  often  written  ap,  6p,  and  uaip,  in  old  manuscripts,  as 
app  nir  piu  pinn  pern  ap  n-épcechc,  **forwe  ourselves  are  not 
worthy  of  being  heard,"  Leahhar  BreaCy  fol.  121  ;  ap  ip  ccno 
cono  pil  pop  in  cáince,  *«  for  the  cynic  has  the  head  of  a  dog,"  Car. 
Gloss.,  voce  Caince  ;  ap  ip  peo  pil  ippin  poipcel  o^-oil^uo  cac 
uilc,  "for  the  Gospel  has  full  forgiveness  for  every  evil,"  MS. 
Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  358,  and  H.  3. 17.  p.  5. 


CHAP.  VIII.]      Of  compound  Conjunctions,  325 

The  word  oáij,  now  obsolete,  is  often  found  for  oip,  in  old 
manuscripts,  and  even  in  the  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters. 

Sul,  before. 

This  is  written  piap iu  and  pépiu  in  old  manuscripts.     It  may 

be  regarded  as  an  adverb  or  a  conjunction See  Prefixes  of  Verbs, 

pp.  157, 158.  O'MoUoy  writes  it  poil,  and  Donlevy  puil,  through- 
out their  catechisms  ;  and  it  is  also  written  puil  in  a  MS.  in  the 
possession  of  the  Author,  transcribed  in  Ulster,  in  1679  ;  but  no 
ancient  authority  for  these  forms  has  been  found. 


Section  2. —  Of  compound  Conjunctions^  or   conjunctional 

Phrases. 

These  are  in  reality  made  up  of  different  parts  of 
speech ;  but,  as  many  of  them  express  ideas  which  in 
the  classical,  and  some  of  the  modern,  languages,  are 
expressed  by  simple  conjunctions,  it  will  be  useful  for 
the  learner  to  have  a  list  of  the  most  usual  of  them. 

Qcc  máó,  except  only ;  aca  ni  ceana,  but  however  ;  ace  ceana, 

however. 
Qcc  noma,  except  only. 
Qcuip,  because.     Now  obsolete. 

Qipe  pin,  therefore :  ip  aipe  pin,  idea, — Cor,  Gloss, ^  voce  ópijic, 
Qp  an  aóbup  pin,  therefore ;  literally,  for  that  cause,  or  reason. 
Qp  cop  ^o,  so  that,  in  order  that. 
Qp  oaij,  because. 
Qp  pon  ^o,  because  that. 

Qp  a  pon  pin,  notwithstanding. — Lucerna  Fidelium,     Preface. 
Qp  ea^ol  30,  lest  that. 

6foD,  although ;  literally,  esto,  let  it  be,  i.  e.  granting. 
Ceana,  however :  ace  aen  ni  cenai,  *'  but  one  thing,  however," 

Mac  ConglinrCs  Dream ^  in  Leahhar  BreaCy  fol.  108. 
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Cibionnuf,  howbeit,  albeit,  Tribes y  Sfc,  of  Hy-Fiachrach^  p.  320. 
Now  obsolete. 

ConiD,  so  that. — See  po  ^i^- 

Chum  50,  in  order  to,  to  the  end  that. 

Oala,  with  respect  to  :  oálá  r^"°^5  "^  h-Gijipce,  **  with  respect 
to  the  forces  of  Egypt,"  Keat,  Hist,,  p.  46. 

iDo  bpi  j,  because. 

po  bir,  because  :  conio  é  a  aimm  ó  pin  lUe  Qch  in-6eannchaip, 
.1.  po  bir  na  m-beann  po  laepac  na  cupaió  oib  anrif  "  so  that 
its  name  from  that  forward  is  Ath  Beanchair  [i.  e.  the  ford  of 
the  crests],  because  of  the  bens  [crests]  which  the  heroes  cast 
into  it,"  Book  of  Lecariy  fol,  182,  a,  a. 

510  50,  although  that. 

gíD  qia  acr,  howbeit,  albeit,  however. 

5^n  50,  jion  50,  or  cen  co,  although  that. 

5^"  50,  jion  550,  or  cen  co,  although  not,  as  jion  50  b-puilio, 
"  although  they  are  not,"  Keat.  Hist.y  p.  15 ;  jion  50  pabooop 
pern  'pan  n-^p^ij,  *'  although  they  themselves  were  not  in 
Greece,"  /</.,  p.  42.  When  jen  30  is  negative,  it  is  made  up 
of  jé,  although,  na,  not^  and  50,  that;  when  affirmative  it  is 
put  simply  for  jeo  50,  or,  510  50. 

lomchúpa,  with  respect  to;  lomrupa  phapao,  "with  respect  to 
Pharoah,"  Keat.  Hist. ,  p.  46. 

Tonnup  50,  so  that. 

niap  50,  inasmuch  as,  since,  because  that. — Id.y  p.  7. 

muipeao,  if  so,  i.  e.  mu  ip  eao,  if  it  is  so,  if  so  it  be. 

Mo  ^o,  until  that. 

SÚD  ajup  50,  supposing  that. 

Cap  ceann  ceana,  although. — Id,^  p.  23, 

CuiUe  eile,  moreover. 

Uime  pin,  therefore. 

It  would,  perhaps,  be  better  generally  to  analyze  these  expres- 
sions by  resolving  them  into  their  ultimate  elements,  noting,  how- 
ever, the  conjunctional  force  of  the  phrase. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

OF  INTERJECTIONS. 

The  words  employed  as  expressions  of  various  emo- 
tions are  numerous  enough  in  the  spoken  Irish,  but  they 
vary  throughout  the  provinces.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  such  as  occur  in  correct  books  and  manuscripts, 

Qbu,  or  abo  !  an  exclamation  of  terror  and  defiance. 

Qcc  icip,  not  at  all ! 

Q,  or  O  !  Oh  !  as  Qmu  Coimoiu,  0  my  Lord  ! — Rumann, 

l)uppann,  woe  is  me !  alas  ! 

6ipc,  hush  !  list !  whist ! 

Papaep,  or  papaoip,  alas  ! 

Féac,  behold ! 

loc,  toe,  cold!  cold  ! 

niaipj,  woe ! 

TTlo  náipe,  O  shame !  fie  !  for  shame  ! 

monjenaip,  thrice  happy ! 

rPonuap,  woe  is  me  ! 

ITlo  rpuaj,  my  pity  !     Sometimes  used  to  express  contempt. 

Oc,  alas ! 

Olajon,  alack  a  day ! 

Ucan  uc,  alas !  woe  is  me ! 

Uc  on,  alas  ! 

Various  other  exclamations  may  be  formed,  ad  libi» 
tunif  as  F^ip^»  gardez-vous,  paipe  50  oeoij,  &c.  The 
war  cries  of  the  ancient  Irish,  and  Anglo-Irish,  were 
made  of  abo,  or  abu,  and  the  name,  or  crest,  of  the 
family,  or  place  of  residence,  as  '^\\á\'ac  abo  !  pion- 
noj  abu  !  Seabac  abu  !  Cpomab  abu,  Seanaio  abu  ! 
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CHAPTER  X. 

OF  DEBIVATION  A^'D  COMPOSITION. 

Having  treated  of  the  different  sorts  of  words,  and 
their  various  modifications,  it  will  be  now  proper  to 
point  out  the  manner  in  which  one  word  is  grammati- 
cally derived  from  another.  Irish,  and  its  cognate  dia- 
lects, particularly  the  Welch,  have  afforded  more  material 
to  support  the  conjectures  of  etymologists  than  any  other 
language  in  the  world  ;  but  these  etymological  visions, 
after  having  served  for  more  than  half  a  century  to 
uphold  absurd  systems,  have  lately  fallen  into  merited 
contempt  amongst  the  learned. 

The  passion  for  analyzing  has  induced  some  to  assert,  that  all 
true  primitives  in  the  Celtic  dialects  consist  of  but  one  syllable; 
that  all  dissyllables  and  polysyllables  are  either  derived  or  com- 
pounded, and  are  therefore  all  resolvable  into  ultimate  monosylla- 
bic elements.  But  that  there  can  be  no  certainty  in  speculations  of 
this  kind  will  be  suiHciently  obvious  from  the  true  grammatical 
analysis ;  and  indeed  the  absurdity  of  them  is  proved  by  their  re- 
sults. AV'ith  the  refutation  of  such  theories  grammatical  etymology 
has  nothing  to  do,  and  the  writer  will  therefore  content  himself  with 
laying  down  the  general  principles  of  grammatical  derivation,  which 
are  demonstrable  and  unquestioned. 

Monsieur  Pictet  of  Geneva,  is  one  of  the  few  philologers  of  this 
age  who  makes  the  legitimate  use  of  the  Irish  and  its  cognate  dia- 
lects in  comparative  etymology,  though  in  his  youth,  being  misled  by 
the  extravagant  speculations  of  Vallancey,  he  published  a  work  on 
the  mythology  of  the  ancient  Irish,  which  is  visionary  enough,  and 
which  he  intends  to  correct.     On  this  subject  he  writes  as  fol- 
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lows,  in  a  letter  dated  Geneva,  June  24, 1835,  which  was  addressed 
to  the  late  Edward  O'Reillj,  author  of  the  Irish  dictionary,  who 
died  in  1830,  hut  which  was  handed  to  tíie  author  of  this  grammar 
\>y  the  hearer,  when  he  learned  that  O'Reilly  was  dead : 

*'  II  y  a  fort  long  temps  que  je  m'occupe  de  Thistoire  et  de  la 
litterature  de  toute  la  famille  des  nations  Celtiques  et  en  particulier 
de  celle  de  Tlrlande.  Un  essai  publie  par  moi  il-y  a  10  ans,  sur 
Pancienne  mythologie  Irlandaise,  a  ete  le  premier  resultat,  et  je 
dois  le  dire,  le  resultat  un  pen  premature  de  mes  etudes  á  ce  sujet 
j*ai  reconnu  (iepuis  que  j'avois  lieu  de  craindre  de  m*etre  trop  fie  k 
Vallancey  pour  les  premieres  donnees  du  prohleme  k  resoudre.  Je 
ne  considere  plus  maintenant  cet  essai  que  comme  un  travail  de 
jeune  homme  qui  exigeroit  une  refonte  complete.  A  dire  le  vrai, 
je  crois  actuellement  que  les  travaux  preparatives  sur  la  langue  et 
l*ancienne  litterature  de  Tlrlande  ne  sont  pas  encore  assez  avances 
pour  permettre  d'aborder  cette  question  avec  espoir  de  Telucider 
completement." 

Again,  in  his  work  on  the  affinity  of  the  Celtic  dialects  with 
the  Sanscrit,  he  thus  alludes  to  the  injudicious  use  made  of  the 
Celtic  dialects,  by  Vallancey  and  others»  in  the  elucidation  of  com* 
parative  etymology. 

^'  Le  groupe  des  langues  Celtiques,  apres  avoir  servi  pendant 
quelquej  temps  k  etayer  d'absurdes  systemes,  est  tombé,  par  un 
effet  de  reaction,  dans  un  oubli  trés  peu  merité." — Avant-propoB^ 
p.  vi. 

Dr.  Prichard,  of  Bristol,  has  also  pursued  a  very  legitimate 
course  of  etymological  inquiry  in  his  Eastern  Origin  of  the  Celtic 
Nations,  in  imitation  of  the  system  of  the  learned  James  Bopp. 
And  Professor  Latham,  in  his  English  Language^  has  laid  down 
rules  of  investigation  by  comparative  etymology,  which  should  be 
carefully  studied  by  all  lovers  of  this  difficult  and  lately  discovered 
science. 


2  U 
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Sbctiom  1. — OfDerivatUm. 

The  parts  of  speech  which  are  formed  by  derivation 
from  other  words  are  substantives,  adjectives,  and  verbs. 
They  are  chiefly  derived  from  substantives  and  adjec- 
tives ;  a  few  only  from  verbs. 

SoBSBcnoii  l^f^^JOfderivoHve  Subttantive». 

Derivative  substantives  may  be  classed  as  follows, 
according  to  their  terminations : 

1.  Abstract  substantives  in  ap,  eaf,  up^.  These 
are  formed  from  adjectives,  or  other  substantives,  by 
adding  the  above  terminations,  as  ofoThaom,  idle,  oio- 
rhaomeap,  idleness. 

So  ako  aoiBinn,  delightful,  aoiBnecqp,  delight  (Lat  amomuSj 
anuBfUku) ;  nániaio,  aa  enemy,  naimoeap,  enmity ;  capato,  a 
friend,  caipoecq^,  friendship;  ó^lác,  a  youth,  ó^lácup,  adoles* 
cence ;  ceann,  a  head,  ceannap,  headship,  or  leadership. 

2.  Abstract  substantives  in  ace,  or  eacr.  These 
are  formed  from  adjectives  and  substantives,  and  some- 
times, though  rarely,  from  verbs,  as  from  t>fbli6e, 
decrepid,  comes  ofblíóeacc,  decrepitude  ;  from  fao- 
jalca,  worldly,  comes  faojalcacc,  worldliness ;  from 
mópóa,  majestic,  comes  mopbacr,  majesty;  from  laioip, 
strong,  IdiDipeacc,  strength;  from  pij,  a  king,  pfojacc, 
a  kingdom  ;  from  caoii-'cac,  a  chieftain,  caoipi^eacr, 
chieftainship. 

•  This  termination  is  very  pro-     -Uaf  ;  the  /  being  aspirated. 
l>ably  cognate  with  the  Latin 
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Abstract  substantiye  nouns  of  this  tennination  are  formed* 
from  personal  nouns  in  6ip»  ipe,  aipe  (See  No.  4),  as  from  pijea- 
DÓtp,  a  weaver»  pi^eoDOipeacc^  the  trade,  or  occupation  of  a  wea- 
ver ;  from  cpuieipe,  a  harper,  cpuicipeacc,  harping ;  from  peal^- 
aipe,  a  huntsman»  peal^ipeaco,  hunting.  They  are  also  formed 
from  the  genitive  of  names  of  tradesmen,  as  from  ^Ba,  a  smith, 
comes,  by  attenuation,  goiSneacc^  smithwork,  or  the  trade  or  occu* 
pation  of  a  smith. 

3.  Abstract  substantives  in  e,  or  u  These  are 
formed  from  adjectives,  and  are  the  same  in  form  as  the 
genitive  singular  feminine  of  the  adjective. 

Thus  from  ^Van,  pure,  comes  ^lome,  cleanliness,  purity ;  ^eal^ 
bright,  ^ile,  brightness ;  lom,  bare,  loime,  or  luime,  bareness; 
uofoly  noble,  uaiple,  nobility.  Some  writers  terminate  these  nouns, 
with  aée,  and  write  ^loineacc^  ^leacc,luimeacc^  uaipleacc  Adjec- 
tives in  amail  form  abstract  nouns  of  this  kind  from  their  genitives 
singular,  not  from  their  nominatives,  as.peapaiiiail»  manly,  gen. 
sing,  peapafhla,  abstract  substantive  peopaiiilacr,  manliness ; 
plcnrecniiail,  princely,  plaireaihla,  plaireaihlacc,  princeliness. 

4.  Substantives  in  aipe»  ipe.  These  are  derived 
from  other  substantivesi  as  from  f  eal^,  a  chase,  comes 
peal^aipe,  a  huntsman;  from  cpuic,  a  harp,  cpuinpe, 
a  harper ;  from  ceal^,  a  sting,  ceal^aipe,  a  knave. 

5.  Nouns  in  6ip.  These  are  derived  from  passive 
participles ;  as  from  meallca,  deceived,  comes  meall- 
cóip,  a  deceiver;  from  millre»  spoiled,  millceóip,  a 
destroyer.  From  every  substantive  noun  of  this  class 
an  abstract  substantive  noun  in  acr,  or  eacr,  may  be 
formed. — (See  No.  2). 

There  may  also  be  formed  from  every  passive  par- 
ticiple a  personal  noun  in  óip,  and  an  adjective  in  ac» 
of  an  active  signification,  from  which  again  an  abstract 
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substantive  noun  in  cc  may  be  formed,  as  from  millce, 
spoiled,  comes  millreoiji,  a  spoiler,  or  destroyer  ;  mill- 
ceac,  destructive,  and  millceacc,  destructiveness. 

It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  personal  nouns  substantive  in 
6ip  are  not  always  derived  from  passive  participles,  and  that 
they  sometimes  come  from  other  nouns,  as  from  oopap,  a  door, 
comes,  by  attenuation,  oóippeóip,  a  doorkeeper ;  from  olijeao,  a 
law,  olijreoip,  a  lawyer ;  from  cainneal,  a  candle,  camnleoip,  a 
candlestick,  or  chandelier,  &c. 

6.  Nouns  substantive  in  ac,  which  are  mostly  per- 
sonals, are  variously  derived,  as  from  mapc,  a  horse,  is 
derived  mapcac,  a  horseman ;  but  the  substantives  of 
this  termination  are  principally  patronymics,  and  are 
formed  from  names  of  persons  and  countries,  by  adding 
ac  : 

Examples, — 6pianac,  an  O'Brien,  or  one  of  the  family  of 
O'Brien;  Runpcuc,  one  of  the  family  of  O'Rourke  ;  OonnaBánac, 
one  of  the  family  of  O'Donovan ;  Gipeannac,  an  Irishman,  or  Irish; 
Qlbanac,  a  Scotchman,  or  Scottish  ;  6pearnac,  a  Welchman,  or 
Welch,  Britannicus  ;  Spáineac,  a  Spaniard,  or  Spanish ;  Fp°^5- 
cac,  a  Frenchman,  or  French.  Sometimes  they  are  not  personals, 
as  from  piao,  a  deer,  comes  f  laoac,  a  hunt,  a  stag-hunt ;  from 
cpion,  withered,  comes  cpionac,  or  cpionlac,  dried  sticks  or  bram- 
bles. 

7.  Personal  substantive  nouns  in  íóe,  aióe,  or  uióe. 
These  are  derived  from  other  substantives : 

Examples, — From  p^éul,  a  story,  comes  pjéalaióe,  or  fjeul- 
uioe,  a  story-teller ;  from  rrpeao,  a  flock,  qiéaoaióe,  a  herdsman, 
or  shepherd ;  from  pnum,  swimming,  pnamaioe,  a  swimmer ;  from 
ceápo,  a  trade,  ceapoaioe,  a  tradesman  ;  from  fcaip,  history, 
pcupuióe,  a  historian;  from  muc,  a  hog,  mucaioe,  a  swineherd; 
from  ceannoch,  buying,  ceannai5e,  a  merchant.     And  from  all 
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tiiese  abstract  nouns  substantives  may  be  formed,  as  f{éalui6eace^ 
story-telling ;  qiéaoaióeace,  herding»  &c.  &c. 

8.  Dhninutives  in  cm,  in,  65.  These  are  formed 
from  other  substantives,  and  sometimes  from  adjectives, 
as  from  cnoc,  a  hill,  comes  cnocan,  a  hillock,  and 
cnoicfn,  or  cnuicfn,  a  very  small  hill 

So  also  from  clo^,  a  bell,  comes  clui^fn,  a  small  bell ;  from 
Duille,  a  leaf,  ouilleo^,  a  small  leaf;  from  ciop,  black,  or  dark, 
Cicipán,  a  man's  name,  denoting  swarthy,  or  black  complexioned ; 
from  boci:,  poor,  boccán,  a  pauper. 

Several  ancient  Irish  names  were  diminutives  formed  in  this 
manner,  as  Colmán,  from  Colum ;  ÍDochaoráo^,  formed  from 
Caoih,  handsome, — Whence  this  name  is  Latinized  Pulcheritis; 
Scoirfn,  formed  from  peer,  a  flower ;  &c.  Most  of  these  names  are 
now  known  chiefly  as  names  of  the  ancient  Irish  saints. 

It  should  be  here  noted,  that  some  nouns  terminatbg  in  an 
and  6^,  do  not  always  express  diminutive  ideas,  as  copó^,  a  dock, 
or  any  large  leaf  growing  on  the  earth ;  lubán,  a  bow ;  mopán,  a 
great  quantity ;  otleán,  an  island. 

In  Cormads  Glossary y  at  the  word  uiBne,  it  is  stated  that  all 
the  diminutives  end  in  an,  or  ene  :  áp  cac  oeiobli  p il  a  m-bélpa 
ip  an  no  ene  do  puapupcuib,  '<  every  diminutive  which  is  in  lan- 
guage is  expressed  by  an,  or  ene."  And  yet  we  find  the  termination 
6j,  or  6c,  in  the  most  ancient  manuscripts,  to  denote  diminution. 

Stewart  is  justly  of  opinion^  that  the  termination  pai6,  or  pió, 
added  to  nouns,  has  a  collective  (not  a  plural)  import,  like  the 
termination  rie  in  the  French  words  cavalerie^  infanteriej  and  ry 
in  the  English  words  cavalry ^  infantry^  yeomanry ^  as  laochruidh, 
a  band  of  heroes. ^^Gcelic  Grammar^  2nd  edit  pp.  180,  181. 
That  such  words  as  Idocpaio,  macpaió,  eacpaió,  are  collective 
nouns,  and  not  plurals  of  laoc,  mac,  eac,  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing examples,  in  which  the  singular  form  of  the  article  is  used 
in  connexion  with  them:  lap  n-a  clop  pin  no'n  laocpain, "  the  heroes 
having  heard  this,"  Keai.  HisLy  p.  73  ;  '^o  lion  a  laocpaioe,  '*  with 
the  entire  number  of  his  heroes,"  /<i.,  p.  75 ;  copa  na  h-eacpaióe, 
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**tlie  feet  of  the  hones/'  IcLj  p.  120  ;  map  cecmn  peaóna  op  a 
laocpaióe,  **  as  captain  of  his  heroes,"  /dL,  p.  67 ;  cqi  loi^oo  o 
laocpaioei  *'  from  the  fewness  of  his  heroes/'  Id,^  pu  144 ;  oá 
^pfoih-lon2;JK>pe  do  Bf  a  Cai^niB  'na  ^-cleacccnxioip  a  pfo^paio 
6eic  'na  ^-coihnuioe,  ^*  two  chief  seats  there  were  in  Leinster,  in 
which  their  kings  used  to  dwell,"  /cf.,  p.  25 ;  ceorpap  op  piciD  do 
laoépuió  a  Ifon,  '' twenty- four  heroes  was  their  number,"  Id.^ 
p.  57.  So  in  CcmuuÍM  Glowary^  voce  pemen,  we  find  Dampoi^, 
oxen,  as  oa  pf-oom  oampoi^  Gpenn,  *'  the  two  royal  oxen  of  th^ 
kine  of  Ireland."  And  in  the  Dinnaenchut :  copn  macpaioe  Cai^- 
en,  *'  the  cam  of  the  youth  of  Leinster." 

9*  Nouns  substantive  in  Bap.  These  are  very  few 
in  number,  and  are  formed  from  other  substantives,  as 
from  Ouille  a  leaf,  is  derived  Ouilleabap,  foliage. 

Subsection  2.'-^/ derivative  Adjectives. 

1.  Adjectives  in  ac,  ai6,  ió,  uióe,  are  generally  de- 
rived from  substantives ;  as  from  peap^,  anger,  comes 
peap^ac,  angry;  from  ea^na,  wisdom,  ea]^ai6,  or 
ea^nuióe,  wise ;  from  cmll,  sense,  ceilUb,  sensible,  or 
prudent. 

2.  Adjectives  in  map  are  derived  from  substantives, 
as  from  ciall,  sense,  comes  ciallrhap,  sensible;  from 
5páó,  love,  spaoThap,  lovely. 

So  also  from  a^,  prosperity,  a^op,  prosperous,  lucky;  from 
Ifon,  a  number,  Ifonihap,  numerous ;  from  ceol,  music»  ceolihap, 
musical ;  from  bpí^,  virtue,  force,  bpfo^rhop,  vigorous,  efficacious. 
Some  think  that  this  termination  is  the  preposition  or  adverb  map, 
08,  or  like  to. 

3.  Adjectives  in  arhail  are  also  derived  from  sub- 
stantives, as  from  peap  a  man,  comes  peapamail, 
manly  ;  from  ^ean,  love,  ^eanamail,  amiable,  comely ; 
from  plaince,  healthy  plainceaihail,  healthy. 
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This  termination  is  written  amuil,  by  some,  and  generally  pro- 
nounced as  if  written  uil,  and  in  the  Erse,  aiY,  eil.  It  is  analogous 
to  the  Latin  alis;  and  it  is  unquestionably  a  corruption  of  the 
word  amail,  or  amuil,  like,  suffixed  to  nouns,  like  the  English 
war-like  J  soldier- like  y  business-like, 

4.  Adjectives  in  ca,  oa,  or  óa,  are  also  derived 
from  substantives,  as  from  peap,  a  man,  comes  peapóa, 
masculine  ;  bean,  a  woman,  banoa,  feminine ;  op,  gold, 
6p6a,  golden ;  mop,  great,  mópóa,  majestic ;  pípéan, 
a  just  man,  pípéanca,  righteous ;  gpian,  the  sun, 
5piant)a,  sunny ;  gall,  a  foreigner,  jalloa,  exotic. 

Subsection  3. — Of  dei-ivative  Verbs, 

1.  Verbs  in  ijim,  or  uigim,  making  the  future  in 
eocao.  These  are  derived  sometimes  from  substantives 
and  sometimes  from  adjectives. 

Examples, — From  cuiihne,  or  cuinini,  memory,  comes  cuim- 
ntjim,  I  remember;  from  poillpi,  lifi:ht,  comes  poillpijim,  I  shine; 
from  milip,  sweet,  comes  milpijim,  i  sweeten;  from  ban,  white, 
comes  bánui^im,  I  whiten. 

2.  Some  verbs  in  aim,  making  the  future  in  paD, 
are  derived  from  adjectives. 

Examples, — mop,  great,  mopaim,  I  magnify;  oeapj,  red, 
Deupjaim,  I  redden. 

It  should  be  here  noted,  that  verbs  derived  from  adjectives 
denoting  colour,  cold,  heat,  &c.,  are  either  active  or  passive,  as 
oeapjaim,  which  may  signify  either  I  redden,  i.  e.  make  red,  or  I 
become  red,  i.  e.  blush  ;  bánutjim,  I  whiten,  i.  e.  make  another 
thing  white,  or  I  become  white,  i.  e.  grow  pale  myself;  puapuijim, 
1  cool,  or  become  cold. 
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Section  2. —  Of  Comporiiion^  or  the  Formation  of  compound 

Terms. 

In  all  compound  words  the  second  part  is  qualified, 
or  defined  by  the  first,  and  not  the  first  by  the  second : 
hence  it  follows,  that  whatever  part  of  speech  the  first, 
or  prepositive  part  may  be  in  itself,  it  becomes  an  ad- 
jective to  the  second,  or  subjunctive  part. 

Examples, — In  op-lapca,  gold-burnished ;  blác-cúihjra,  blos- 
som-sweet; béUbinn,  mouth-sweet,  fluent;  the  nouns  op,  blór,  and 
bél,  become  definitives  to  the  adjectives  lapca,  cuiiipa,  and  bmn. 

This  is  a  general  principle  in  Irish  compounds,  and  also  in 
those  of  all  the  Teutonic  dialects.  When  the  compound  consists 
of  more  than  two  parts,  this  principle  is  also  observed  throughout, 
viz.  the  first  term  defines  or  particularizes  all  the  parts  following 
it,  as  p(op-áp«>-ai^eantxxc,  truly-high-minded. 

An  adjective,  when*  placed  before  a  substantive,  en-* 
ters  into  composition  with  it,  as  apo-pi^,  a  monarch ; 
cpén-peap,  a  mighty  man ;  oeag-laoc,  a  goodly  hero ; 
9[6bal-cúip,  a  great  cause ;  bcm-pile,  a  poetess;  jpiar- 
béapla,  a  common  dialect. 

It  is  also  a  general  rule  in  forming  compound  words  in  this 
language,  that  the  preceding  part  of  the  compound  aspirates  the 
initial  consonant  of  the  part  which  follows,  if  it  admit  of  aspira- 
tion, not  excepting  even  f,  as  oéi^-bean,  a  good  woman ;  uopal- 
cheano,  a  noble  head  (Cbr.  Gloss.^  voce  Qipcin&ech)  ;  oea^-óuine, 
a  good  man ;  móp-peap,  a  great  man ;  opoió-jnfom,  an  evil  deed ; 
móp-ihaop,  a  high  steward ;  ápo-j^ope,  a  chief  port,  or  fort ;  cam- 
puileac,  wry-eyed  ;  opoic-reme,  a  bad  fire.  From  this  rule,  how* 
ever,  are  excepted : 

1.  Words  beginning  with  p,  followed  by  a  mute,  which,  as 
already  observed,  never  suffers  aspiration. 
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2.  Words  beginning  with  d  or  c,  when  the  preceding  part  of 
the  compound  ends  in  d,  n,  c,  as  ceann-qiéan,  head-strong  ; 
ceann-DOna,  obstinate  ;  cém-reaj,  the  first  house,  Keat,  Hist.y 
p.  75  ;  lán-bípeach,  full -straight,  straightforward,  Id,^  p.  79  ; 
Cpuirean-cuac,  Pict-land,  Id,^  p.  80  ;  ápD-caoipioch,  an  arch- 
chieftain,  Id,,  p. 95;  cecmn-caoipij,  head-chieftains,  Id.,  p.  141  ; 
jlún-oub,  black-kneed,  as  Niall  jlún-oub,  Id.,  p.  9b, 

3.  A  few  instances  occur  in  which  there  is  a  euphonic  agree- 
ment between  the  consonants  thus  brought  together,  which  agree- 
ment would  be  violated  if  the  latter  were  aspirated  ;  but  it  must 
be  acknowledged  that  in  the  spoken  language  this  agreement  is  not 
observed  in  every  part  of  Ireland. 

The  following  are  the  most  usual  modes  of  com- 
pounding words  in  this  language. 

I. — Words  compounded  with  a  Substantive  prefixed. 

1. — Substantives  compounded  tcith  Substantives, 

6ó-áp,  the  murrain ;  literally,  cow-destruction, 

Caic-eabapnaioe,  an  ambuscade,  Ann,  Four  Mast,,  A.  D.  954. 

Cair-Tiiilió,  a  soldier;  literally,  battle-soldier, 

Cac-bdpp,  a  helmet;  literally,  battle-top  (i.  e.  battle-hat), 

Ceann-beapr,  or  ceinn-beapr,  a  head-dress. 

t)aU-ciac,  a  blinding  fog;  confusion,  or  bewildering,  Vit.  Moling, 

and  Lucerna  Fide  Hum,  p.  253. 
iDobap-cú,  an  otter,  i.  e.  water-dog,  Cor,  Gloss,  voce  Com  Poo- 

aipne. 
Dobap-poiUpe,  twilight,  jlnn.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1557. 
t)ume-bÚD,  the  plague  among  men.  Cor,  Gloss.,  voce  Sabalcaip. 
píoD-áp,  destruction  of  trees  by  a  storm  ;  lit.  wood-destruction. 
^lon-cpaof,  a  wide,  or  voracious  mouth. 
Cáim-óia,  a  household  god,  literally,  a  hand-god. 
í/ám-ópD,  a  hand-sledge. 
Ceabap-coimeaoaioe,  a  librarian  ;  literally,  a  book-keeper,  Ann, 

Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1136. 

2x 
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i,ear-cluap,  one  ear". 

i,ear-cop,  one  foot. 

Ceaé-lúrii,  one  hand. 

6ear-púilj  one  eye. 

O-nofc,  or  au-napc,  an  ear-ring. 

Rioj-raoipeac,  a  royal  chieftain. 

SDua^T;-Dopup,  an  arched  doorway,  Book  of  Lismore^  fol.  156. 

Suain-bpeacr,  a  charm  which  causes  sleep,  Id.^  fol.  175. 

2. — Ailjectives  with  a  Substantive  prefixed, 

6él-binn,  sweet-mouthed,  fluent. 

Ceann-jopm,  blue-headed. 

Ceann-cpom,  heavy-headed. 

Cneip-jeal,  white-skinned;  lit.  sl'hi-7vhite. 

Coip-eaDcpom,  light-footed;  \'ú.Joot-li(/ht, 

Cop-lomnocr,  bare-footed;  lit.  fooi-bare. 

rrionj-puao,  red-haired;  lit.  ?tai?'-reá,  i.  e.  crhie  ruber. 

3. —  Verbs  or  Participles  idth  a  Substant ice  prefixed. 

6aiU-cpir,  trembling  all  over,  J^ita  Coemgeni, 
6ápp-bpipce,  broken  at  the  top;   lit.  top-broken. 
6éal-opluicre,  or  beul-op^ailre,  mouth-open,  wide-open. 
Cpeac-loipjim,   I  devastate   with  fire,  as  po  cpeuc-loip^eao  lap 

un  pocpaioe  pin   i   m-baoi  f  o  pmacc  5*^^^^   **  ^}'  that  army  was 

burned  all  that  was    under  tlie  jurisdiction   of  the  English," 

Ann.  Four  Mast.^  A.  D.  loi)l. 
í,áp-rollca,  pierced  in  the  middle. 
Caob-leuDuprci,  side-liacked,  wounded  in  the  sides. 
Ueup-riiolaim,  I  praise  with  warmth,  or  enthusiasm  :  ceap-niolca, 

enthusiastic  praises,  Book  of  Fermotj ^  fol.  52. 
Conn-luuipjre,  wave- rocked. 


**  Wlien  leaf,  which  literally  cheek.  It  is  never  applied,  ex- 
means  half  is  thus  preiixcd,  it  cept  where  nature  or  art  has 
signifies  *'  one  of  tico^'*  such  as  placed  two  together  ;  but  in  this 
one  ear,  one  eye,  one  leg,  one  case  it  is  considered  more  elegant 
hand,   one   foot,    one   slioe,    one  than  aon,  one. 
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II. — Words  compounded  with  an  Adjective  prefixed. 

1. — Subsia7itive8  with  an  Adjective  prefixed, 

Qipo-pij,  a  monarch,  i.  e.  arch-king. 

Qiceac-popc,  a  plebeian  town,  or  village. 

6opp-onn,  a  great  rock,  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  15.  p.  180, 

col.  a,  line  23. 
Ceapc-TTieaoon,   or  ceipc-meaoon,    the   very   middle,    or  centre, 

TFars  of  Turlough,  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  1.  p.  1. 
Cearaip-leabap,  the  book  of  the  Four  Gospels  ;   literally,  the 

quatriple  book. 
Claen-bpear,  a  false  sentence,   MS.  Trin.  Col.  Dubl.  H.  2.  15. 

p.  26. 
iDaopjap-pluaj,  the  mob,  or  rabble,  Ann,  Four  Mast, ^  passim, 
l)ub-abainn,  a  black  river. 
iDub-jlaipe,  a  black  stream. 
t)uib-éan,  a  cormorant;  literally,  hlack-hird, 
Pinn-ceolán,  a  beautiful  little  bell,  Book  of  Lis  more  ^  fol.  189. 
pionn-bpu5,  a  fair  habitation,  Leahhar  Branach^  MS.  Trin.  Coll. 

Dubl.  H.  1.  14.  fol.  112. 
Pionn-jlaipe,  a  bright,  or  clear  stream. 

Piop-mullach,  the  very  summit,  the  vertex^  apex^  or  cacumen, 
Japb-Doipe,  a  rough  oak  wood,  or  grove ;  rohoretum  asperum, 
Jlap-niuip,  a  green  sea,  Rumann^  Laud,  610,  fol.  10. 
Maom-oiDe,  a  holy  tutor,   Vit,  Cellachi, 
PpíoTh-callaDÓip,  chief  keeper  of  the  calendar,  Aim,  Four  Mast,^ 

A.  D.  1136, 
Ppiih-cealla,  principal  churches. 
"Ri  j-reach,  a  royal  house. 
Upéin-peióm,  a  mighty  effort. 
Upom-coola,  heavy  sleep  :  cona  o-ruil  Caoj  qiom-coola,   "  so 

thatTeige  slept  a  heavy  sleep,'*  Book  of  Lismore^  fol.  163. 
Cpom-jul,  heavy  or  deep  lamentation,  or  weeping. 

2. — Adjectives  compounded  with  Adjectives, 
QipD-beannac,  lofty-peaked,  high-pinnacled. 
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Qpo-copannac,  loud-sounding,  altisonant :   pronounced  in    some 

parts  of  Ireland  ápo-éoppannach,  which  violates  the  euphonic 

rule  above  alluded  to. 
DuB-óonn,  dark-brown ;  oub-jopm,  dark-blue, 
piop-alumn,  truly  fine,  or  splendid. 
^lan-paóapcQc,  clear-sighted. 
Caom-Duapac,  very  bountiful. 
Caompyaip-jlic,  very  wise,  or  prudent 
Ciaé-bán,  pale-grey. 
Com-lán,  and  in  old  writings  lomnán,  very  full,  full  to  the  brink, 

or  brim  :  as  lommndn  oo  biuo,  "  very  full  of  food,**  Leabhar 

Breac,  fol.  108. 

3 — Verbs^  cr  Participles^  with  an  Adjective  prefixed. 

Qipo-eiciollaim,  I  fly  on  high. 

Deapj-lopaó,  red-flaming. 

Dion-p^aoileao,  rapid  dissolution,  or  relaxing. — Book  o/Fermoy^ 

foL  72. 
Dluic-cecmjlaiin,  I  bind  fast, 
^éip-leanaim,  I  persecute. 

rrpecm-paobcnra,  or  qiéin-péabaim,  I  disrupture,  I  tear  violently, 
or  mightily. 

Cpom-jjonaim,  I  wound  deeply,  or  severely :  as  Aie  op  cpom- 
jonao  QoD  Ollón,  "  where  Aodh  OUan  was  severely  wounded," 
Keat.  Hist.  J  p.  135 ;  q^om-^otnceap  Bojan  ann,  **  Eoghan  was 
deeply  wounded  there,"  nta  S.  Cellachl 

Cpom-suilim,  I  weep  loudly,  deeply,  or  heavily,  Keai.  EUt,, 
p.  119. 

in. — Words  compounded  with  a  Yxbb  pbbfizso. 

The  genius  of  the  Irish  language  does  not  seem  to  favour  the 
prefixing  of  verbs  in  compound  terms,  but  modern  translators  have 
coined  a  few  words  in  which  verbs  are  prefixed,  as  coppamy-opc, 
a  load-stone ;  bpip-^éimneac,  broken  noise. 
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IV. — Words  compounded  with  a  Preposition  prefixed. 

The  Irish  language  does  not  admit  of  compounding  words  in 
this  manner,  excepting  in  very  few  instances.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  principal  words  so  compounded  : 

Dileajaim,  I  dissolve :  as  oilej^paio  a  maich  a  n-olc,  *<  their  good 

shall  dissolve  their  evil,"  Visio  AdamnanL 
Dipjaoilim,  I  dissolve  :    do  oipjailpioip  pupcainc  ocup  polaio 

maer  na  n-ae,  "the  substance  and  soft  consistency  of  the  liver 

would  dissolve,"  Old  Med,  MS. 
Eaoap-juioe,  intercession :   do  eipc  Dia  pa  n-a  enp-juioib,  "God 

listened  to  his  intercessions,"  Ann.  Tighernach,  p.  583. 
BoDap-polup,  twilight. 
GiDip-riiinijim,  I  interpret. 
Gaoop-pjapao,   anciently  written   ecappcapuó,    separation,    Cor, 

Gloss,,  vocihus  Deiliujao,  et  lanomain. 
Po-ralani,  lower  land,  low  land.  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  6capcé. 
lap-mbéapla,  an  adverb,  or  any  indeclinable  part  of  speech. 
Im-cimceaUap,  it  surrounds,  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Imbách. 
"Reiii-páiDce,  aforesaid. 

Cimcell-jeappaD,  or  cimcilV-jeappao,  circumcision, 
dm-^luaipiin,  I  move  round. 
CpÍD-poiUpeac,  transparent,  pellucid. 
CpÍD-rpeájca,  transpierced,  pierced  through*^. 

The  foregoing  are  all  the  modes  after  which  compound  terms 
are  formed  in  all  chaste  compositions  ;  but  in  some  romantic  tales 
the  bards,  passing  the  ordinary  bounds  of  language  and  of  common 
sense,  introduced  very  strange  compounds.  Still,  however,  the 
examples  of  this  extravagant  class  of  compounds  given  by  O'Brien, 
in  his  Irish  Grammar,  pp.  70,  71,  72,  are  such  as  occur  in  no 
ancient  or  modern  Irish  poems,  nor  in  the  early  specimens  of  prose 
composition  found  in  the  Book  of  Armagh,  in  Leabhar  na  h-Uidhri, 
the  Book  of  Leinster,  or  the  Leabhar  Breac  ;  and  as  they  consist 
of  a  string  of  adjectives  huddled  together,  without  skill  or  taste, 

^  Sec  Chap.  VI.  Sect.  2. 
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it  is  needless  to  give  any  further  account  of  them  here,  except 
that  the  principle  above  laid  down  must  be  observed,  whatever 
number  of  words  may  be  combined  in  the  composition,  namely, 
that  the  foregoing  word  qualifies  or  defines  the  succeeding  ones. 

From  what  lias  been  said  of  the  nature  of  compound 
substantives,  it  is  obvious  that  they  retain  the  gender 
of  the  latter  part  of  the  compound,  that  being  the  staple 
original  element,  the  former  being  the  superadded,  in- 
fluencing, or  defining  element. 

Thus,  in  the  compound  term  Icnii-opo,  a  hand-sledge,  there  are 
two  nouns,  of  diilerent  genders,  lúrri,  a  hand,  being  feminine,  and 
opo,  a  sledge,  being  masculine ;  but  as  Umi,  by  being  placed  first  in 
the  compound,  ])ecomes  an  adjective,  and  loses  its  gender  altogether, 
the  gender  of  opo  only  is  to  be  taken  into  consideration.  But  if 
we  reverse  the  position  of  the  words  in  the  compound,  and  write 
ópD-lám,  a  sledge-hand  (say  a  hand  fit  for  wielding  a  sledge),  then 
the  term  will  be  of  the  feminine  gender,  as  opo,  the  former  part, 
becomes  an  adjective  to  lam. 

In  writing  compound  words,  the  component  parts  are  generally 
separated,  in  correctly  printed  Irish  books,  by  a  hyphen,  but  not 
always.  The  use  of  the  hyphen  does  not,  in  fact,  appear  to  have 
been  regulated  by  any  fixed  rule ;  but  the  hyphen  should  be  em- 
ployed in  this,  in  the  same  manner  as  it  is  in  most  other  languages, 
and  therefore  the  rules  for  regulating  the  use  of  it  belong  to  general 
grammar.    The  general  rule  is  as  follows  : 

When  the  first  part  of  the  compound  is  accented,  no  hyphen  is 
to  be  used ;  but  if  the  accent  be  on  the  second  part  of  the  com- 
pound, the  hyphen  is  to  be  inserted  between  the  component  parts. 

On  the  subject  of  compound  words,  the  learner  is  referred 
to  the  English  Language,  by  Professor  Latham,  Chapter  XXV, 
pp.  328-341. 


PART  III. 

OF    SYNTAX. 


Syntax  treats  of  the  concord,  collocation,  and  govern- 
ment of  words  in  sentences.  It  may  be  conveniently 
divided  into  Concord  and  Government ;  under  which 
heads  the  subordinate  rules  of  Irish  Syntax  will  be 
arranged,  according  to  the  part  of  speech  affected. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OF    CONCORD. 

In  this  part  of  Syntax  is  to  be  considered  the  agree- 
ment of  certain  parts  of  speech  with  each  other.  The 
first  concord  or  agreement  is  between  the  article  and  the 
substantive  to  which  it  is  prefixed ;  the  second  between 
the  adjective  and  its  substantive  ;  the  third,  between 
the  pronoun  and  the  substantive  for  which  it  stands ; 
the  fourth,  between  the  verb  and  its  nominative  case. 
To  which  may  be  added  a  fifth,  namely,  the  concord, 
or  apposition,  of  one  substantive  to  another. 

Under  the  head  of  Concord  may  also  be  conve- 
niently considered  the  rules  for  the  relative  collocation 
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of  the  several  parts  of  speech,  when  in  agreement  with 
each  other. 


Section  1. — Of  the  A^eement  of  the  Article  with  its  Sub- 

stantivej  and  of  its  Collocation. 

Rule  I. 

The  article  is  always  placed  before  its  substantive, 
and  agrees  with  it  in  gender,  number,  and  case,  as  an 
peap,  the  man ;  an  pip,  of  the  man ;  na  pip,  the  men ; 
an  bean,  the  woman ;  na  mná,  of  the  woman ;  na 
m-bari,  of  the  women. 

The  form  of  the  article  has  been  already  pointed  out  in  the 
Etymology,  Chap.  I.  pp.  66-68. 

In  the  modem  colloquial  Irish,  and  in  the  Scotch  Gaelic,  the  n 
of  the  article  is  usually  cut  off  before  consonants,  particularly  aspi- 
rated palatals  and  labials ;  but  it  is  almost  always  retained  in  the 
best  Irish  manuscripts. 

For  the  influences  of  the  article  on  the  initials  of  nouns,  see 
the  Etymology,  Chap.  I.  pp.  69-72,  rules  1-6,  where  a  portion  of 
Syntax  has  been  unavoidably  anticipated. 

Rule  II. 

a.  When  the  adjective  precedes  the  substantive  they 
are  regarded  in  Irish  Syntax  as  one  compound  word ; 
and  therefore,  when  the  article  is  prefixed,  the  initial 
of  the  adjective  so  placed  suffers  the  same  change  as  if 
it  were  but  a  syllable  of  the  substantive,  as  an  C-Ó15- 
peap,  the  young  man ;  an  oi^-bean,  the  young  woman ; 
an  pean-t)uine,  the  old  man  ;  an  c-pean-bean,  the  old 
woman;  an  c-pean-Dume,  of  the  old  man;  na  pean-rhnd, 
of  the  old  woman. 
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Here  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  initials  of  the  adjcctivo 
uriiK  rgo  the  same  changes  as  if  they  were  merely  the  first  syllables 
of  simple  nouns,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  are  so  regarded 
in  Irish  Syntax. 

From  this  must  be  excepted  the  ordinals  ceao,  first ;  oapa, 
second ;  rpeap,  third,  &c. ;  for  we  say  an  ceao  peap,  the  first 
man  ;  an  ceao  Bean,  the  first  woman  ;  the  c  in  ceao  being  always 
aspirated,  whether  the  noun  be  masculine  or  feminine.  The  other 
ordinals  suffer  no  change,  except  ourmuo,  eighth,  wiiich  takes  c 
after  the  article,  whether  the  noun  following  be  masculine  or  femi- 
nine, as  an  c-occmao  peap,  the  eighth  man;  an  c-occriiaó  bean, 
the  eighth  woman. 

b.  When  two  substantives  come  together,  one  go- 
verning the  other  in  the  genitive  case,  the  article  is 
never  used  before  the  former  in  the  modern  language, 
although  both  be  limited  in  signification,  and  would 
require  the  article  the  when  made  English,  as  mac  an 
pip,  the  son  o{  the  man,  not  an  mac  an  pip  ;  pij  r.a 
Ppainjce,  the  king  of  France,  not  an  pij  na  Ppainsce. 

This  is  the  case  in  the  modern  language,  but  in  ancient  writings 
the  article  is  found  prefixed  both  to  the  governing  and  the  governed 
substantive,  as  cup  m  ale  na  jualano,  '*  to  /Adjoint  of  the  shoul- 
der," Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Decic. 

c.  When  the  possessive  pronoun  is  joined  to  the 
noun  governed,  it  excludes  the  article,  as  obaip  a 
lairiie,  the  work  of  his  hand,  not  an  obaip  a  laime. 

Rule  III. 

Besides  the  common  use  of  the  article  as  a  defini- 
tive (like  the  English  the)y  to  limit  the  signification  of 

2  Y 
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substantives,  it  is  applied  in  Irish  in  the  following  in- 
stances, which  may  be  regarded  as  idiomatic  : 

1 .  Before  a  substantive  followed  by  the  demonstra- 
tive pronouns  po,  pn»  60 ;  as  an  peap  po,  this  man ; 
literally,  the  man  this ;  an  bean  áo,  yon  woman ;  an 
rip  pin,  that  country.  Also  very  often  before  uile,  all^ 
evertfy  as  an  uile  buine,  every  man. 

2.  Before  a  substantive  preceded  by  its  adjective 
and  the  assertive  verb  ip ;  as  ip  mart  an  peap  é,  he  is 
a  good  man. 

3.  Before  the  names  of  some  countries  and  places, 
as  an  Spain,  Spain  ;  an  phpaingc,  France ;  an  ^^^^P' 
mam,  Germany. 

But  Gipe,  Ireland,  and  Qlba,  Scotland,  never  have  the  article 
prefixed  to  the  nominative  or  dative,  though  thej  often  have  to 
the  genitive,  as  pi^  na  h-Gipeann,  the  king  of  Ireland  ;  pi^  na 
h-Qlban,  the  king  of  Scotland.  The  same  may  be  observed  of 
Ceaihaip,  Tara  ;  Baihain,  Emania  ;  Cpuaca,  Eathcroghan  ;  and 
a  few  other  proper  names  of  places  in  Ireland.  It  is  also  generally 
placed  before  names  of  rivers,  as  an  c-Sionainn,  the  Shannon ; 
an  c-Siuip,  the  Suire  ;  an  pheoip,  the  Nore ;  an  c-Sláine,  the 
Sianey ;  an  6hanna,  the  Bann ;  an  6huaipi  the  Bush ;  an  Hlhuaio, 
the  Moy;  an  F^^PS^r»  the  Fergus  ;  an  Hlhaij,  the  Maigue;  an 
6iéne,  the  Inny ;  an  c-Sabaipn,  the  Severn,  also  an  old  name  of 
the  River  Lee  in  Munster.  It  is  also  placed  before  several  proper 
names  of  places  in  Ireland,  in  the  nominative  form  :  an  Nap, 
Naas  ;  an  c-ToBap,  Newry  [lit.  the  yew  tree^'\ ;  an  Chopann, 
Corran. 


*  So  called  from  an  ancient  burned  in  the  year  1 162,  accord- 
yew  tree,  said  to  haire  been  plant-  ing  to  the  Annals  of  the  Four 
ed   by  St.  Patrick,   which   was      Masters. 
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Section  2. —  Of  the  Coliocation  of  the  Adjective^  and  of  Us 

Ayreement  with  its  Substantive, 

Rule  IV. 

The  natural  position  of  the  adjective  is  immediately 
after  its  substantive,  as  peap  mop,  a  great  man;  oaome 
Donna,  wretched  people. 

The  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  the  following  : 

1.  When  the  adjective  is  specially  emphatic,  and 
ascribed  to  the  substantive  by  the  assertive  verb  ip,  or 
by  the  negative  ni,  it  is  placed  before  the  substantive ; 
as  ip  puap  an  la  é,  it  is  a  cold  day;  ip  bpedj  an 
bean  i,  she  is  a  fine  woman ;  Do  b'  aoibmn  an  oíóce  í, 
it  was  a  delightful  night;  ni  cpuaj  liom  oo  cop,  not 
pitiful  to  me  is  thy  condition,  i.  e.  I  pity  not  thy  condi- 
tion. 

This  collocation,  however,  cannot  be  adopted  when  the  sub- 
stantive verb  ca  is  used,  for  then  the  adjective  takes  its  natural 
position  after  its  substantive. 

2.  Numeral  adjectives,  both  cardinal  and  ordinal,  are 
always  placed  before  their  substantives ;  as  rpi  bliabna, 
three  years;  an  rpeap  bliaóam,  the  third  year. 

But  when  the  number  is  expressed  in  two  words,  the  noun  is 
placed  between  the  unit  and  the  decimal  decade,  as  cpi  pip  oéa^, 
thirteen  men ;  an  qieap  peap  oéaj,  the  thirteenth  man. — See  page 
124. 

3.  Some  adjectives  of  one  syllable  are  very  gene- 
rally placed  before  their  substantives;  as  Oeaj,  good  ; 
opoc,  or  paob,  evil,  bad ;  pean,  old. 

These  combine  with  their  nouns,  so  as  tu  form  one  word ;  and 
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from  the  manner  in  which  they  are  influenced  in  Syntax,  they 
must  be  each  considered  rather  as  a  complex  term,  than  as  two 
distinct  words  in  Syntactical  concord,  as  oea^oume,  a  good  man  ; 
Dpocpun,  evil  design  ;  ]xiobnóp,  an  evil  custom ;  paebpecicc,  an 
evil  law;  peanoume,  an  old  man  ;  peancaraoip,  an  old  chair,  as 
a  cpencurcioip  ppocepca,  "tlie  old  chair  of  preaching  (or  pulpit)," 
^7171.  Four  M(t6t.,  A.  D.  1020. 

Rule  V. 

The  concord  of  the  adjective  and  substantive  is  re- 
gulated by  its  position  in  the  sentence,  and  by  its  logical 
signification  : 

1.  Wlien  the  adjective  immediatelij  follows  its  sub' 
stmitive  it  agrees  with  the  substantive  in  gender,  num- 
ber, and  case. 

£xat}tj)les. — F^"P  "^óp,  a  great  man  ;  bean  mop,  a  great 
woman;  an  pip  moip,  of  the  great  man;  na  mná  móipe,  of  the 
great  woman  ;  na  péme  i^uraine,  **  sempiterni  supplicii,"  Leahhar 
Breac,  fol.  VlT^b^a;  cue  Ian  a  ^laici  oeipi  do  lopaib  píóe 
painemla  leip,  **  he  brought  the  full  of  his  right  hand  of  sanative 
fairy  herbs  with  him,'*  Book  of  Lismo)'ey  fol.  199  ;  ó  rup  poj'^^^^P 
na  bliaona  ]'eacmaca  50  mi  meaooin  pojiiiaip  na  bliaona  ppeac* 
naipce,  **  from  the  commencement  of  the  Autumn  of  the  last  year 
to  mid- Autumn  month  of  the  present  year,*'  ^iin.  Four  Ma^t.^ 
A.  D.  1582. 

Caioe  liop  na  njiall  5-copcpa, 

Na  liopbláir  in  bancpocca, 

Ha  bpuj  jeal  na  j-caol-pleaj  j-cop — 

Ceaj  na  n-aoioeao  'p  na  n-anpoD  ? 

*'  Where  is  the  fort  of  the  ruddy  hostages, 
Or  the  beautiful  fort  of  the  ladies, 
Or  the  white  mansion  of  the  bright  slender  spears — 
House  of  the  strangers  and  the  destitute?'* 
—O'Cofey,  in  Leahhar  Branach,  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  I.  14. 
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Cuaptipcol  pij  ópoja  pij, 
O  pi  j  6peno  cen  impnirii, 
Deic  n-ionaip  Donna,  oeapja, 
Ip  oeic  njoiU  can  J^^oelja. 

**  The  stipend  of  the  king  of  Bruree, 

From  the  king  of  Ireland  without  sorrow, 

Ten  tunics,  brown,  red, 

And  ten  foreigners  [slaves]  without  Gaelic." 

— Leabhar  na  g-Cearty  as  in  the  Book  ofLccan, 

Secc  múip  jloiniDi  co  n-oachaib  epcamlaiB  i  n-a  cimchell,  "seven 
walls  of  glass,  with  various  colours  around  it,"  J^isio  jidamnani ; 
1  njjlennuib  oubaib  oopchaib,  boimnib,  Depmaipib  oecpuoachaib, 
**  in  black,  dark,  deep,  terrific,  smoky  vales,"  Ibid. ;  co  ppaiglib 
oepjaib  cenciDi  biUamaib  leo,  "with  red,  fiery  scourges  in  their 
hands,"  Ibid. 

2.  When  the  adjective  precedes  the  substantive^  as 
in  Rule  IV.,  the  form  of  the  adjective  does  not  in  any 
respect  depend  on  its  substantive  ;  but  it  is  influenced 
by  prefixed  participles,  as  if  it  were  itself  a  substan- 
tive ;  and  it  aspirates  the  initial  of  its  substantive,  as  if 
both  formed  one  compound  term,  as  aobal  cuipe,  great 
causes  ;  cpean  cupab,  a  mighty  champion ;  le  h-anbal 
ciiipb,  with  great  causes;  na  o-cpéan  cupaó,  of  the 
mighty  champions. 

3.  When  the  adjective  is  in  the  predicate  ofajfro- 
position,  and  the  substantive  in  the  subject^  the  form  of 
the  adjective  is  not  modified  by  its  substantive ;  as  ra 
an  jaoc  f^^Pj  ^^^  wind  is  cold,  not  cd  an  jaor  puap  ; 
rd  an  calarh  coprarhail,  the  earth  is  fruitful,  not  rd 
an  ralam  roprarhail. 
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This  is  unquestionably  the  case  in  the  modern  colloquial  Irish, 
and  in  all  printed  books  and  most  manuscripts  of  the  last  three 
centuries  ;  but  in  ancient  manuscripts  the  adjective  is  varied  so  as 
to  agree,  at  least  in  number,  with  its  substantive,  whether  placed 
before  or  alter  it,  or  in  the  predicate  or  subject  of  a  proposition,  as 
in  the  following  examples  in  the  Lcabhar  Breac,  and  other  manu- 
scripts :  ac  buioe  do  laiha,  ac  bpeccu  do  beoil,  ac  liara  do 
pnle,  *' yellow  are  thy  hands,  speckled  are  thy  lips,  grey  are  thy 
eyes,"  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  Ill,  h,  b ;  ic  fopbailcij  pum,  "and 
joyous  are  they,"  VUio  Adamjiatii ;  ifxic  lana  periDa  nime,  ocup 
peolanoa,  ocup  pipmammc,  ocup  inD  uli  djI  Do*n  ullallyuba  oep- 
m  ip  DO  jniac  anmanna  na  pecoach  po  lumuib  ocupjlacaib  inna 
namur  nem-mapboapin,  '*  the  planets  of  heaven,  the  stars,  and  the 
firmament,  and  every  element  is  full  q/'the  great  wailings,  which 
the  souls  of  the  sinners  make  under  the  hands  and  lashes  of  these 
immortal  enemies,"  Id.;  búo  piapcn^  do  muininíj  ocup  í^aigne, 
for  ba  piapac  do  muimnij  ajup^^ai jnij,  **  the  Momonians  and  Lage- 
nians  were  obedient  to  him,"  Vit.  S.  Ccllachi ;  and  in  the  Battle 
of  Magh  Rath^  po  oáileó  lapum  biao  ocup  Deoc  popaib,  comDap 
mepca,  meoup-caoine,  **  meat  and  drink  were  afterwards  distri- 
buted amongst  them,  until  they  were  inebriated  and  cheerful," 
p.  28  ;  áp  ciD  ac  mopa  na  h-uilc  do  ponaip  ppim,  **  for  though 
great  are  the  evils  thou  hast  done  to  me,"  Id.,  p.  32  ;  ac  mopa  na 
h-aicipe  DO  paDcic  pope  a  cij  in  pi j  anocc,  **  great  are  the  insults 
that  have  been  offered  to  thee  in  the  king's  house  this  night,"  /i/., 
p.  30.  Even  Duald  Mac  Firbis,  who  wrote  in  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  makes  the  adjective  agree  with  its  substantive, 
even  when  placed  before  it,  as  baó  mopa  paca  a  píoj,  **  great  was 
the  prosperity  of  their  kings,"  Tribes  and  Customs  of  tlie  Hy- 
Fiachrachy  p.  316. 

4.  When  the  adjective  qualijies  the  verb  its  form 
is  not  modified  by  the  substantive,  as  Dean  an  pcian 
géap,  make  the  knife  sharp ;  not  oéan  an  pcian  geap, 
for  that  would  signify,   •'  make  the  sharp  knife." 
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This  distinction,  though  agreeable  to  the  strictest  philosophical 
propriety,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  observed  in  other  lan- 
guages of  Europe. 

5.  When  an  adjective  beginning  with  a  lingual,  is 
preceded  by  a  noun  terminating  with  a  Ungual,  the 
initial  of  the  adjective  retains  its  primary  sound  in  all 
the  cases  of  the  singular,  as  ap  nno  jualainn  oeip,  "on 
my  right  shoulder**  ;*'  ap  a  coip  Oeip,  on  his  right 
foot,  not  ap  a  coip  óeip;  colann  Daonna,  a  human 
body,  not  colann  óaonna^. 

This  exception  is  made  to  preserve  the  agreeable  sound  arising 
from  the  coalescence  of  the  lingual  consonants.  In  the  spoken 
language,  however,  this  euphonic  principle  is  not  observed,  but 
the  adjective  is  aspirated  regularly  according  to  the  gender  of  the 
substantive,  as  set  down  in  the  Etymology,  Chap.  III.  But  in 
colann  oaonna,  and  a  few  other  phrases,  the  o  is  never  aspirated 
in  any  part  of  Ireland,  except  by  children. 

6.  When  an  adjective  is  used  to  describe  the  quality 
of  two  nouns,  it  agrees  with  the  one  next  to  it,  as  peap 
ajup  bean  riiair,  a  good  man  and  woman ;  bean  ajup 
peap  mair. 

7.  When  the  numerals  Da,  two ;  pice,  twenty ; 
céao,  a  hundred ;  mile,  a  thousand,  or  any  multiple  of 
ten,  are  prefixed  to  the  substantive,  then  the  substan- 
tive and  its  article  are  put,  not  in  the  plural,  but  in  the 
singular  form. 

Some  have  supposed  that  the  substantive  in  these  instances  is 
really  in  the  genitive  case  plural ;  but  that  this  is  not  the  fact  is 
sufficiently  obvious  from  this,  that  when  the  noun  has  a  decided 

^»  O'Molloy,  Lticcnw  Fóhl.  j).  18.  *=  Id.,  p.  19. 
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form  for  the  genitive  plural,  it  cannot  be  placed  after  these  nume- 
rals, as  pice  bean,  twenty  women  ;  ceao  ouine,  a  hundred  per- 
sons ;  ceao  caopa,  a  hundred  sheep  ;  not  pice  ban,  ceao  oooineuo, 
ceao  caopac,  the  genitives  plural  of  these  nouns  being  (as  already 
seen,  pp.  103,  109),  ban,  oaoineao,  caopac. 

The  terminational  form  of  the  feminine  substantive,  when  pre- 
ceded by  00,  two,  is  the  same  as  the  dative  singular,  except  when 
the  substantive  is  governed  in  the  genitive  case,  and  then  it  is  put 
in  the  genitive  plural,  as  bá  coip,  two  feet ;  Dci  laiiii,  two  hands  ; 
Da  cluaip,  two  ears  ;  not  t>(i  cop,  Da  lurii,  bá  cluap;  mem  a  óá 
lárh,  the  size  of  his  two  hands  :  not  méiD  a  óá  luirii :  m  bo  chuipp 
1  n-lnnip  Cádiai^  rioca  léjuc  coppa  aili  leo  i  n-a  n-mnpi, 
**  the  two  cranes  of  Inis  Cathaigh  do  not  suffer  other  cranes  to 
remain  with  them  on  their  islaiul,''  MS.  Trin.  Coil.  Dubl.  H.  2.  IG. 
p.  242. 

13ut  though  the  substantive  has  thus  decidedly  the  singular 
form  as  much  as  six  foot  ^  twelve  ifich,  twenty  jnile^  in  English, 
still  the  adjective  belonging  to  and  following  such  a  noun  is  put  in 
the  plural,  as  ou  láirii  riiópa,  two  great  hands  ;  bá  locpán,  mopa, 
**two  great  luminaries,"  Genesis^  i.  16;  oa  léppaipe  mópa,  "two 
great  lighis,"  Book  of  BaUifWOte^  fol.  8  ;  oa  comapra  caiói  coic- 
cenoa,  "  two  beautiful  general  signs,"  Buttle  of  Alagh  Bath, 
p.  114  ;  an  bá  lapc  beaj^,  of  the  two  small  tishes ;  Dí  caeB  plemna, 
I  nechrame,  **  two  smooth,  snowy  sides,"  Afac  ConglinvL  8  Dream, 
\xi  Lcahhar  Breac ;  ba  bna  boile,  bubjof.ma  op  na  popca  pin, 
"two  chaferlike,  dark- blue  brows  over  those  eyes,"  Id. 

This  remarkable  exception  to  the  general  use  of  the  singular 
and  plural  numbers  induced  OMolloy  and  others  to  be  of  opinion, 
that  there  were  three  numbers  in  this  language.  O'Molloy  writes: 
"  Verum  ex  ijs,  quae  obseruaui,  ausira  dicere,  tres  numerari 
posse  numeros  apud  Hibernos  ;  singularem  nempe,  qui  unum  im- 
portat,  pluralem  qui  duo,  et  plusquam  pluralera  id  est,  qui  plus- 
quam  duo  ;  dicunt  enim  in  singulari  capoll,  cop,  ceann,  latine 
caballiis,  pes,  coput.  In  plurali  vero  bha  chapoll,  ba  choip.  oa 
cheann,  latine  duo  cahalli,  duo  pedes  y  duo  capita;  tametsi  nomina 
siut  in  singulari  numero  praeter  numeralia,  qua?  sunt  pluralis  nu- 
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meri :  plusquam  pluralis,  cpi  cupuil,  cpi  copa,  cpi  cinn,  in  quibus 
turn  numeralia,  turn  substantiva  important  plusquam  duo,"  Gram- 
matica  Latino- Hibernica,  p.  122. 

The  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien,  in  his  Irish  Grammar,  p.  21,  says  that 
**  DO  coip,  ought  to  be  óá  cop,  i.  e.  a  foot  twice ;  for  oa  is  expres- 
sive of  second,  twice,  or  pair;  as  do,  not  ou,  in  numbers,  is  two." 
But  the  very  reverse  is  the  fact,  for  oo  is  the  number  two  in  the 
abstract,  while  oa,  or  oa,  is  the  form  of  the  numeral  adjective 
which  coalesces  with  nouns,  like  ceirpe,  four  (the  form  ceacaip 
denoting  four  in  the  abstract),  so  that  O'Brien's  observations  are 
wholly  erroneous.  We  cannot,  however,  admit  a  dual  number, 
because  all  nouns  of  the  masculine  gender  terminate  like  the  nomi- 
native singular  when  placed  after  the  numeral  oú,  two,  and  the 
third  form  occurs  in  feminine  nouns  only,  thus :  cpann  (masc),  a 
tree ;  66  cpann,  two  trees ;  qii  cpoinn,  three  trees  ;  lain  (fem.),  a 
hand;  DÚ  laim,  two  hands;  cpi  lama,  three  hands.  In  the  He- 
brew, and  many  of  the  Eastern  languages,  a  noun  in  the  singular 
form  is  sometimes  found  connected  with  plural  numerals,  twenty j 
thirty  ;  and  instances  of  it  are  also  found  in  the  French  language, 
as  viyjit  et  un  ecu,  twenty  and  one  crown;  and  more  frequently 
in  old  English,  as  twenty  dozen  ;  six  foot  hiyh ;  twelve  inch 
thick;  sixty  mile  in  breadth,  &c.,  as  in  the  following  examples  in 
Shakspeare : 

**  That's  fifty  year  ago."— 2wt^  Pt.  Hen.  IV.  Act  3,  sc.  2. 

**  I  must  a  dozen  mile  to-night." — lb. 

**  Three  pound  of  sugar  :  five  pound  of  currants,"  &c. — 

If  inter's  Tale,  Act  i.  sc.  3. 

'*  Will  your  lordship  lend  me  a  thousand  pound  to  furnish  me 
forth  ?"— 2wc?  Part  Hen.  IV.  Act  i.  sc.  2. 

Some  German  authors  also  write  zwanzig  mann,  twenty  men. 


2  z 
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Section  3. —  Of  the  Collocation  and  Ayreement  of  Pronouns 

with  their  Antecedents, 

Rule  VI. 

a.  The  possessive  adjective  pronouns  mo,  my^  Do,  iAy, 
a,  his^  hers^  or  their  s^  are  placed  before  their  nouns, 
and  agree  with  their  antecedents  in  gender,  number, 
and  case.  But  the  other  pronouns  have  no  distinction 
of  number  or  case. 

Exam  pie  ÍS. — TDo  púil,  my  eye;  bo  cof,  thy  foot;  a  5-cinn, 
their  heads  :  DYpea;^ciip  lopa  ajnp  a  oubaipc  fé  leo,  leajaíó 
|íop  (iTi  cf-ampull  po,  cjjup  cóijeubaió  mipe  é  a  b-cpt  laeraiB, 
**  Jesus  ansu't'it-d,  and  said  to  thini,  destroy  this  temple,  and  I  will 
build  it  up  ill  three  days,"  John^  ii.  19  ;  péiDió  an  jaor  map  ip  ail 
léi,  ajup  cluinip  a  copann,  ace  ni  peap  ouic  ca  n-ap  a  O-rij  pt  no 
c'  uic  u  D-réiD  pi,  **  the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  but  thou 
knowest  not  whence  it  proceedeth,  or  whither  it  goeth,"  John^\\\.  19. 

h.  The  emphatic  postfixes  of  these  pronouns  are  placed 
after  the  substantive  to  wliich  they  belong,  as  mo  lárh- 
pa,  my  hand,  ap  g-cinn-ric,  our  hands ;  and  if  the  sub- 
stantive be  immediately  followed  by  an  adjective,  the 
emphatic  particle  is  placed  after  such  adjective,  as  mo 
cop  cli-pi,  my  left  foot ;  a  lam  6eap-pan,  his  right 
hand. 

Rule  VII. 

If  the  pronoun  has  a  sentence,  or  member  of  a  sen- 
tence, for  its  antecedent,  it  must  be  put  in  the  third 
person  singular,  masculine  gender,  as  ip  mipe  rug  plan 
lao,  ace  niop  aomaijeaoap  é,  it  is  I  that  brought 
them  safe,   but  they  did  not  acknowledge  it;  ip  minic 
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Do  puapamayi  jac  maireap  ó  n-a  lairh,  ace  niop  ruj- 
amap  buióeacap  Do  aip,  it  is  often  we  received  every 
goodness  from  his  hand,  but  we  have  not  thanked  him 
for  it. 

Rule  VIII. 

If  the  antecedent  be  a  noun  of  multitude,  such  as 
mumcip,  luce,  t>pon5,  or  opeam,  pluaj,  &c.,  the  pro- 
noun is  very  generally  of  the  third  person  plural,  as 
ip  olc  an  opeam  luce  na  cipe  pin,  agup  ip  puac  le 
jac  neac  lao,  the  people  of  that  country  are  a  bad 
people,  and  they  are  hateful  to  every  one. 

Rule  IX. 

An  interrogative  pronoun  combined  with  a  personal 
pronoun  asks  a  question  without  the  intervention  of  the 
assertive  verb  ip,  as  cia  h-e  Dorhnall?  who  is  Daniel  ? 
But  the  substantive  verb  ra  bi  can  never  be  left  under- 
stood, as  ca  b-puil  Dorhnall,  where  is  Daniel? — See 
Part  II.  Sect.  4,  p.  134. 

Rule  X. 

The  relative  pronouns  a,  who,  which,  and  noc,  who, 
or  which,  have  no  variations  of  gender  or  number,  in 
reference  to  their  antecedents ;  they  always  follow  im- 
mediately after  their  antecedents,  and  aspirate  the  aspi- 
rable  initials  of  the  verbs  to  which  they  are  the  nomina- 
tives, as  an  peap  a  buaileap,  the  man  who  strikes. — 
See  pp.  131,  132,  133,  359. 
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Section  4. —  Of  the  Agreement  of  a  Verb  with  its  Nominative 

Que, 

RuuXI. 

When  the  nominative  case  is  expressed,  the  verb 
has  the  same  form  in  all  the  persons  except  the  relative 
and  the  third  person  plural,  as  ra  me,  I  am,  not  caim 
me ;  ca  rú,  thou  art,  not  raip  r6 ;  ra  pe,  he  is ;  ca 
f mn,  we  are  not,  camaoio  f inn ;  ca  fib,  ye  are ;  caiD 
f  lao,  they  are. 

When  the  synthetic  form  of  the  verb  is  used,  the 
nominative  cannot  be  expressed  except  in  the  third  per- 
son plural,  and  even  then,  in  the  past  tense,  the  pronoun 
and  the  termination  which  expresses  it  cannot  be  used 
at  the  same  time,  as  oo  cuip  piat>,  they  put,  not  t>o 
cuipeaoap  pmo;  but  if  the  plural  nominative  be  a  noun, 
then  the  form  of  the  verb,  which  expresses  the  person  in 
its  termination,  may  be  retained,  as  oip  nfop  cpeioeaoap 
a  bpaicpeaca  pém  ann  pop,  ** for  his  own  brethren  did 
not  as  yet  believe  in  him"* ;"  Da  rene  Do  jnirfp  Dpafóe, 
"  two  fires  which  the  Druids  used  to  make*." 

Halidaj  writes,  that ''  a  verb  agrees  with  its  nominative  case  in 
number  and  person,"  and  then  in  a  note  observes,  that  '*  in  the 
Scotch  dialect,  <as  the  verb  has  no  variation  of  form  corresponding 
to  the  Person,  or  Number  of  its  Nominative,  the  connexion  between 
the  Verb  and  its  Nominative  can  be  marked  only  by  its  colloca- 
tion. Little  variety,  therefore,  is  allowed  in  this  respect' — SteW' 
art.  From  this,  then,  we  may  conclude,  that  the  Scotch  dialect 
possesses  but  little  of  the  perspicuity  of  the  mother  tongue." — 
Gcelie  Grammar^  p.  113. 

^  John,  viL  5.  *  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  &eUeaine. 
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It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  in  the  Irish  language,  ancient 
or  modern,  no  agreement  is  observed  between  the  nominative  case 
and  the  verb,  except  in  the  relative  and  the  third  person  plural, 
and  that  even  this  agreement  would  appear  to  have  been  originally 
adopted  in  imitation  of  the  Latin  language.  But  it  is  true  that  the 
Irish  verb  has  several  terminations  to  express  the  persons,  which 
the  Scotch  Gcelic  has  not,  though  these  cannot  be  used  when  the 
nominatives  are  expressed,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  third 
person  plural. 

Rule  XII. 

a.  The  nominative  case,  whether  noun  or  pronoun, 
is  ordinarily  placed  after  the  verb,  as  ca  pe,  he  is ; 
bpip  pé,  he  broke;  mapbat)  6pian,  Brian  was  killed. 

In  the  natural  order  of  an  Irish  sentence  the  verb 
comes  first,  the  nominative,  with  its  dependents,  next 
after  it,  and  next  the  object  of  the  verb,  or  accusative 
case,  as  po  ruippim  Dia  in  ouim  po  imaijin  poDen, 
"  God  made  man  in  his  own  image"^ 

It  is  a  general  principle  in  this  language,  that  the  object  of  the 
verb  should  never  be  placed  between  the  verb  and  its  nominative ; 
but  we  often  find  this  natural  order  of  an  Irish  sentence  violated, 
even  in  the  best  Irish  manuscripts,  and  the  verb  placed,  without 
any  apparent  connexion,  with  its  nominative,  as  t)achi,  lomoppo, 
cecpe  mec  piceao  [bcioi]  aije,  "Dathi,  indeed,  twenty-four  sons 
were  with  him,  i.  e.  Dathi  had  twenty-four  sons,"  Tribes,  Sfc.y  of 
Ily-Fiachrach,  p.  32.  But,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  lan- 
guage, when  the  noun  is  placed  before  the  verb,  it  does  not  imme- 
diately connect  with  the  verb,  but  rather  stands  in  an  absolute 
state  ;  and  such  construction,  though  unquestionably  faulty,  is 
often  adopted  by  the  best  Irish  writers  for  the  sake  of  emphasis,  as 
in  the  English  phrases,  "  the  Queen,  she  reigns,"  **  the  Queen,  God 
bless  her.''     Sentences  so  constructed  cannot  be  considered  gram- 

^  Book  of  Bally  mote,  fol.  8,  a,  b. 
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matically  correct,  unless  we  suppose  a  sudden  interruptioQ  of  the 
sentence,  and,  after  that,  an  abrupt  renewal  of  it ;  or  unless  we 
suppose  some  word  equivalent  to  the  English  a»  to^  or  the  Latin 
quoad^  or  Beeundum^  to  be  understood. 

i.  When  the  assertive  verb  i|»,  or  the  particles  an, 
or  nac,  which  always  carry  the  force  of  ip,  and  never 
suffer  it  to  be  expressed,  are  used,  the  collocation  is  as 
follows  :  the  verb  combs  first,  next  the  attribute,  or 
predicate,  and  then  the  subject ;  as  if  peap  me,  I  am  a 
man ;  ip  mair  lao,  they  are  good. 

But  if  the  article  be  expressed  before  the  predicate, 
then  the  attribute  comes  next  after  the  verb ;  as  if  me 
an  peap,  I  am  the  man.  The  forms  e,  f,  lao,  as  already 
remarked  in  the  Etymology,  are  always  used  in  the 
modem  language  in  connexion  with  this  verb  if,  and 
not  pé,  pi,  piao. 

The  reader  will  observe  a  striking  analogy  between  this  collo- 
cation and  the  Scotch  English,  *'  His  a  fine  day  this,"  '*  'twas  a  cold 
night  that,*'  '*  His  a  high  hill  that."  From  whatever  source  this 
mode  of  construction  has  been  derived,  it  is  nearly  the  same  aa  the 
Irish  and  Erse,  ip  bpeá^  an  lá  po  ;  ba  puap  cm  oíóce  pin ;  ip  ápD 
an  cnoc  pin ;  the  only  difference  being,  that  the  definite  article  is 
used  in  the  Irish,  and  sometimes  the  personal  pronoun  set  before 
the  demonstrative^  as  ip  puop  an  oi6ce  f  peo,  this  is  a  cold  night 

c.  If  the  nominative  be  a  collective  or  plural  noun 
substantive,  the  verb  has  often  the  sjmthetic  form  of  the 
third  person  plural. 

j^dramjp/i^tf.— «^eananap  a  muincip  é,  his  people  followed  him; 
eu^pac  a  ihumcip  a  copp  leo  a  n-8ipinn,  '*  his  people  carried 
\a9portaverunt\  his  body  with  them  to  Ireland,*'  Keat.  Hut^ 
p.  1 10  ;  copcpabap  mopdn  bfob  ann,  **  many  of  them  fell  there," 
Id.y  p.  121  ;  ap  n*a  clop  do  cinio6  Scuic  a^up  no  na  picciB  ^up 
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cpéi^iobap  Rómánuij  na  ópearnaij^,  linjib  péin  oppa,  bpipib  an 
cloióe,  ajupaipjm  a  o-rip,  **  the  nation  of  the  Scots  and  the  Picts 
having  heard  that  the  Romans  had  forsaken  the  Britons,  they  rush 
upon  them,  break  the  wall,  and  plunder  their  country,"  Id.,  p.  106; 
bume  po-po^^lomra  aj  a  pcibaDop  lomab  leabop,  **a  very  learned 
man,  who  had  a  number  of  books  ;'*  literally,  **  a  very  learned 
man,  with  whom  there  rcere  a  number  of  books,"  Id,,  p.  127. 

The  most  genuine  agreement  between  the  nominative  case  and 
the  verb  in  this  language,  is  when  the  relative  pronoun  a,  or  any 
modification  of  it,  or  substitute  for  it^^,  is  the  nominative.  This 
always  precedes  the  verb,  aspirates  its  initial,  if  aspirable,  and 
causes  it  to  terminate  in  eap,  or  ap,  in  the  present  and  future  indi- 
cative active,  as  an  peap  a  buailéap,  the  man  who  strikes  ;  an 
peap  a  jlanap,  the  man  who  cleanses  ;  aj  po  m  bupa  capibil  noc 
labpup  bo*n  leij^iup  ppirbuuilci,  noc  ip  conrpúpóa  jníiri  bo'n 
leijiup  caippinjrec,  *'  this  is  the  second  chapter  which  treats  of 
repercussive  medicine,  which  has  a  different  action  from  the  attrac- 
tive medicine,"  Old  Medical  MS.  A.  D.  1414. 

This  is  the  termination  of  the  verb  to  agree  with  the  relative 
in  the  present  and  future  indicative,  in  the  modern  Irish  language ; 
but  in  the  past  tense,  the  relative  form  is  the  same  as  that  of  the 
third  person  singular.  In  ancient  manuscripts,  however,  the  verb 
is  made  to  agree  with  the  relative,  after  the  Latin  manner,  as  r\a 
btiine  bo  ponpac  in  echc,  for  na  buoine  bo  pine  an  jnioiii, 
**  homines  qui  efficerunt  facinuSy'  Leabhar  Brcac,  fol.  35,  b  ; 
ip  lOb  pin  po  yabpac  eic,  ocup  múil,  ocup  apain  in  Chupbinuil, 
ccnnic  Ó  Roim  co  cip  n-6penb,  "these  were  they  who  stole  the 
horses,  the  asses,  and  the  mules  of  the  Cardmal,  who  came  from 
Rome  to  the  land  of  Erin,"  Id.,  fol.  4,  b. 

And  even  Duald  Mac  Firbis,  who  wrote  in  1G50,  frequently 
gives  the  verb  the  third  person  plural  termination  to  agree  with  the 
relative,  as  bail  bli^rtac  t)e   oinjiop  |  íop  aj-  a  [Uibe   po^  nu 


2  The  English  peasantry  often  from   whatever    f^ource  derived, 

use  as  and  tc/iat  lor  the  relative,  are  not  unlike  the  Irish  a,  uc, 

and  very  often  omit  the  relative  >vho,  which, 
altogether.     Their  a*  and  tr/iat. 
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h-ápo-plaire  uaibpij^e  impiD  a  n-ancumacca.  This  sentence  would 
stand  aa  follows  in  the  modern  language:  oáil  oli^reac  De  [ci] 
binjeap  piop  ap  a  puióe  pi^  ncx  h-ápD-pluire  uciiBpeaca  [a]  impeap 
a  n-ancúíhacca,  *•  the  righteous  decrees  of  God,  tp^o  hurls  down 
from  their  kingly  thrones  the  monarchs  n'ho  exercise  their  tyranni- 
cal power/'  Tribes,  A  r.,  of  Hy-Fiachrach^  p.  316. 

In  John  Mac  Torna  O'Mulconry's  copy  oi  Keating^ 8  History 
of  Ireland  we  also  find  a  similar  construction,  as  in  the  following 
sentence  :  btnaim-pi  par  cijup  pi^e  óíoc  ujup  Do*n  ihé»o  Doc 
lipuirpib  piliD  ac  poéaip,  **  1  deprive  thee  of  prosperity  and  king- 
dom, as  well  as  the  number  of  thy  brothers  icho  are  along  with 
thee,"  p.  113;  o'ú  n-DÍon  ap  lompuajaó  na  n-55<^Joióiol  bnoop  aj 
cópuióiocc  oppa,  **  to  defend  themselves  against  the  attacks  of  the 
Gaels,  ivho  were  in  pursuit  of  them,"  /c/.,  p.  140;  Qna,  .i.  pDaba 
beca  bioip  popp  na  cippoDuib,  *'  Ana,  i.  e.  small  vessels  which 
vcere  usually  at  the  wells,"'  Cor.  Gloas.,  in  voce  Qna;  na  6per- 
naij  cpa  búcap  h-i  coimicecc  }-^arpinc  iconppocepc,  h-ice  po 
cmnraiper,  **the  Britons,  wJio  were  preaching  along  with  St.  Pa- 
trick, were  they  icho  made  this  change"  |^of  the  word],  Id.,  voce 
Cpuimchep  ;  loDap  lap  paoipe  na  Cupj  50  h-CIrcliac  o'piuóu/gaó 
ajup  D'onópuji^ció  na  n-o  picceac  nua  pin  canjabap  1  n-Bipinn, 
*'  after  the  solemnity  of  Easter  they  repaired  to  Dublin,  to  salute 
and  honour  the  new  functionaries  who  had  come  to  Ireland,"  Ann, 
Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  16(J0. 

d.  The  relative  is  often  understood,  exactly  as  in 
English,  in  such  phrases  as  "the  subject  I  spoke  upon," 
for  "the  subject  upon  which  I  spoke;"  "the  thing  I 
wanted,"  for  ''the  thing  which  I  wanted."  But  the 
initial  of  the  verb  is  aspirated,  as  if  the  relative  were 
expressed. 

Examples. — Qn  cé  cpeibeap,  he  who  believes;  puipionn  uaió 
pém  00  cop  b'aiciu^uó  na  cpíce  jabap  le  neapc,  **  to  place  a 
colony  of  his  own  to  inhabit  the  country  \^which'\  he  gains  by  force/* 
Keat.  Hist.,  p-  S  ;  in  ihuip  ciinciUep  Gipiu,  **  the  sea  \nih%ch'\ 
surrounds  Ireland,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  Coipe  6pecám. 
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e.  In  the  natural  order  of  an  Irish  sentence,  the 
interrogative  pronouns  precede  the  verb ;  as  cia  buail 
ru  ?  who  struck  thee  ?  cpeao  a  bpip  é  ?  what  broke 
it? 

In  poetry,  or  poetical  prose,  the  natural  order  of  sentences  is 
sometimes  inverted,  and  the  nominative  case  placed  before  the  verb, 
as  in  the  poem  on  the  regal  cemetery  of  Rathcroghan,  ascribed  to 
Torna  Eigeas : 

Gipe,  Pobla,  ocup  6anba, 

Upi  h-ój-rhná  áilne  aihpa, 

CáiD  1  j-Cpuacam,  &c. 

"  Eire,  Fodhla,  and  Banba, 
Three  beauteous  famous  damsels. 
Are  interred  at  Cruachan,"  &c. 

And  in  the  following  quatrain  from  the  ode  addressed  to  Donough, 
fourth  Earl  of  Thomond,  by  Teige  Mac  Dary  : 

Ceipce,  oaoippe,  bir  ana, 
piá^a,  cojra,  con^alu, 
t)iombuaó  cara,  jaipb-pion,  5010, 
Cpé  ainbpíp  plaéa  pápoi&. 

**  Want,  slavery,  scarcity  of  provisions. 
Plagues,  battles,  conflicts. 
Defeat  in  battle,  inclement  weather,  rapine. 
From  the  un worthiness  of  a  prince  do  spring,'* 

In  the  ancient  and  modern  Irish  annals,  and  in  old  romantic 
tales,  the  nominative  or  accusative  case  is  frequently  placed  before 
the  infinitive  mood,  somewhat  like  the  accusative  before  the  infini- 
tive mood  in  the  Latin  language,  as  Qpomachu  00  lopcaó  bo  cene 
pai  jnéin,  **  Armagh  was  burned  by  lightning,"  ^nn.  Four  Mast.^ 
A.  D.  778;  cloijrec  Hlainipqiec  bo  lopcaó,  **  the  belfry  of  the 
Monastery  [i.  e.  Monasterboice]  was  burned,"  Chronieon  Scotorum^ 
A.  D.  1097. 

Haliday  (Gaiiic  Grammar y  p.  115),  and  the  Rev.  Paul  O'Brien 

3  A 


tr.  Mi  p.i.: ^i  iiT  t'.r-  n:rr.:n-:.v-  -iria   tne  rut  tense  ct  :ce  in::i:A- 
t:v<r  :,i.-»i  V- :   '-. .:   -.'.^  :':r:r.«   cf  :he  v^r:--:*  ver:s   whirh  occur  ia 

*  «  *  « 

t..'^    *-     »..     ^*     --    .r.'T     •"i-.    rs^    III. Í. »,-.11.'.»  n,  m  sk.  v^  i  tO^  ■  -  ^-^ 

/ji-^v'  rn  '  IT  rr.  no  e-r  VjI  'ío  0:i''.'5':^'írn.  mac  Ccorail,  nxeo^'^.Ki 
IJ  J  P  r/n^.rr*:.  rr  ^'i  ^'"^TT'icTi.  **  ifthcn.  >on  of  Kenneiiv,  arch-kin^ 
of  M'.r.'iti  r.  '«r^i  tr'^'r.-r'  j^lv  cir'/.r^^^  by  D:novan,  son  cf  Cathil, 
lor!   o*^  Hy-I\  ::.!'     •r."  •-/' ^.  /vvr  3//.-.'..  A.  D.  974  ;   maTniprp 
Ch-ii^^cYf:  r>o  r  cc^l'i  I  la  $'orK3  Cain  nijc  Conmapo,  **  the  m>- 
na^Vrv   of  Q    :r.    '.v^s    erect*^"!   by   Sioia   C^m  ^lac  Namara,  /t/., 
A.  I>.  1  r/2  ;   Ujrrrr.'jTTa'.n   o'oy";^a!n   ó"n   j-callamn   co   a  poile, 
''  7^':r.o^'i  a  i,   r.I;n'ir:r-'i  frcm  one  extremity  to  the  other,"  /</., 
A    Í)    l.>v3:   r  \o  -^(z'jfh  Cl'jana  lor^iro  do  r-Jinm,  "the  belfrj 
o:  Clo  lafi  f'  !l."  /i/..  A.  D.  1'.'39  :   Dír  mop  cao:ne  do  r».i5aipc  en 
pea^ai^j  6-  eirne,  ''a  greitt  destr:crion  of  p-ople  was  brought  oa 
the  HK-n  of  lircifriy.'  /'./.,  A   D   MvO:  Q-^o  m-6pecám  do  lojxraó 
o^^jp  r/op:;:ain   Do  ^h^ilUnb  Qcha  cltar,   t^j^'if  Da  ceo  Dume   Do 
lopcJD    ip   in  D<'JiniLKiJ5.   cip^jp  oa    ceo   ele   do  Bpeir  a   m-bpo  D, 
'*  ArdLraccan  v\as  burne^i  by  the  Danes  of  Dublin;  and  two  hun- 
dred persons   were  burned  in  thL'  stone  church,  and  two  hundred 
more  were  carried  off  in  captivity,*'  Ann.  Kilronan,  A.  D.  \020  \ 
Comáp  Oj  O  Rai;i5illi;^  ^T^^V  ^'l^ann  Cuba  do   doI   ap   lonpoijiD 
Ip  m  nriióe,   **  Thomas  Oj,(t  OMb^illy  and  the  Clann  Caba  [the  Mac 
Cabes]    went   upon   an    excursion  into   Meath,"   /e/.,  A.  D.  1413  ; 
é  ffein  DO  cappainj5  ó  a  paile,  ajup  boiU  beacca  Do  Denom  Dia 
copp,  **  he  was  dragged  asunder,  and  small  bits  made  of  his  body,** 
/i/.,  A.  D.  1374  ;  mop  olc  do  rhecc  oe  lapcam,  **  great  evils  came 
of  it  afterwards,"  Battle  of  Mar/ k  Rath,  p.  28. 

From  the  forms  do  epjabáil,  do  cóccbúil,  D'opjam,  oo  ruiciin, 
DO  c<ibaipr,  Do  bpeir,  do  doI,  do  rappoinj,  do  óenoih,  Do  recc, 
used  in  the  above  examples,  and  from  other  decidedly  infinitive 
forms  found  in  the  Irish  Annals,  such  as  do  rocr,  Do  ciaccain,  do 
poccam,  do  cepcujl,  do  caipcpn,  &c.,  it  is  absolutely  certain  that 
it  is  the  infinitive  mood  active  is  used,  and  not  the  past  indicative 
paiinive,  as  Haliday,  O'Brien,  and  others,  have  assumed.     Whether 
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this  construction  be  or  be  not  the  same  as  that  of  the  Latin  infini- 
tive, preceded  by  the  nominative  accusative  of  the  agent,  when  quod 
or  ut  is  understood,  and  when  the  infinitive  is  put  for  the  imperfect 
tense,  must  be  left  to  tlie  decision  of  the  learned  ;  as  in  Virgil : 

*' At  Danaum  proceres  Agamemnonioeque  phalanges 
Ingenti  trepidare  metu  ;  pars  verier e  terga, 
Ceu  quondam  petiere  rates ;  pars  tollere  vocem." 

JEneid,  vi.  489. 

** Mene  desistere  victam 

^Qcpoase  Italia  Teucrorum  avertere  regem." 

JSneid.  i.  37. 
And  in  Caesar  De  Bello  GalUco  : 

*'  Csesari  renunciatur,  Helvetiis  esse  in  animo,  per  agrum  Se- 

quanorum  et  vEduorum   iter  in  Santonum  fines   facere,  &c.'* — 

Lib,  I.  10. 

/.  The  infinitive  mood  of  the  verb-substantive,  and 
of  verbs  of  motion  and  gesture,  &c.  often  takes  before 
it  the  nominative  or  accusative  of  substantives,  and  the 
accusative  of  pronouns*",  as  ip  olc  an  níó  Deapbpáirpe 
DO  beic  a  n-impeapan  le  n-a  ceile,  it  is  an  evil  thing 
for  brotliers  to  be  in  contention  with  each  other ;  ay  lop 
óam  me  péin  oo  ruicim,  "  it  is  enough  for  me  that  I 
myself  fall ;"  est  satis  mihi  me  ipsum  cadere^ ;  aj  raip- 
rgipe  pácpaic  oo  reacc  ann,  "  predicting  that  Patrick 
would  come  thitheW ;"  lap  J-clop  Oi  an  cpanncup  oo 
ruicim  ap  a  mac,  ^^  quando  audivit  sortem  obtigisse 
unicojiUo  suo^J 


M  " 


^  Holiday,  in  his  Gajlic  Gram-  Scotch  Gajlic  very  well,  gives  the 

mar,  p.  115,  gives  this  rule  from  rule,  and  the  examples,  perfectly 

Stewart's  Gajlic  Grammar,  first  correct,  in  both  editions  of  his 

edition,  p.  154,  line  18  ;  and  not  Grammar, 
understanding  its  exact  meaning,  *  Keat.  Hist,  p.  145. 

he  gives   examples   which  have  '  Id.,  p.  25. 

no   reference  to  it   whatsoever.  ^  Id.,  p.  70. 

But  Stewart,  who  understood  the 
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This  mode  of  constructioa  is  exactly  like  the  accusative  coming 
before  the  infinitive  mood  in  Latin,  when  quod  or  ut  is  understood, 
or  rather  when  the  sentence  could  be  resolved  by  those  conjunctions. 

g.  The  nominative  or  accusative  (in  the  modern 
language  the  accusative)  of  personal  pronouns  also  often 
appears  before  verbal  nouns  governed  by  prepositions. 

Examples, — Cfp  po  picep  pium  in  céona  po  coimélaó  ní  oo'n 
pleió,  coup  pi  ap  na  h-epcaine,cumaó  oe  ricpaóBpinD  Do  ihilleo, 
•'for  he  knew  that  the  first  person  who  should  partake  of  the  ban- 
quet, and  it  after  being  cursed,  that  of  him  would  come  to  destroy 
Ireland,"  Battle  ofMagli  Rath^  p.  24 ;  ocup  pé  oc  imbipc  pióciUe 
irip  na  ploju,  "and  he  a'  playing  of  chess  amid  the  hosts," /íí., 
p.  36  ;  ajup  t  aj;  aiciújaó  lúirii  pé  lonjpopc  <xw  pij,  **  and  she 
dwelling  near  the  king's  palace,"  Id.^  p.  70. 

When  the  noun  thus  placed  before  the  infinitive  mood  is  pre- 
ceded by  a  preposition,  some  writers  make  the  preposition  govern 
it,  as  ni  pmóiujoó  ap  5^^"°'^'^^^  ^^  reacc  o'n  B-Ppainjc  50 
m-biaó  beajun  b-pocol  lonann  earoppa,  *'it  is  no  proof  of  the 
Gaels  having  come  [lit.  to  come"]  from  France  that  there  should  be 
a  few  words  common  between  them,"  Battle  ofMagh  Rathy  p.  52. 
It  would  be,  however,  more  grammatical  not  to  let  the  force  of  the 
preposition  light  on  the  noun  in  this  construction,  but  to  consider 
it  as  governing  the  whole  clause,  as  expressing  an  abstract  sub- 
stantive idea,  and  to  write  ni  |  uioiujaó  ap  gbaoióil  Do  reacc  o'n 
b-Ppainjc,  &c. 

It  should  be  here  noted  by  the  learner,  that  in  the  modern  Irish 
language,  and  in  the  Scotch  Gaelic,  the  accusatives  (or  be  they 
nominatives,  if  the  Scotch  will  have  them  so)  of  the  personal  pro- 
nouns é,  Í,  KID,  are  always  used  before  the  infinitive  mood  in  this 
construction,  and  not  pé,  pi,  piao ;  but  in  ancient  Irish  manuscripts 
the  latter  occur  very  frequently. 

Rule  XIII. 

When  there  are  two  or  more  nominatives  joined 
together  by  a  copulative  conjunction,  the  third  person 
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plural  of  the  verb  is  never  used  in  the  modern  langu  ge, 
as  DO  bi  ann  Dorhnall,  Oonnchaó  agu]^  Oiapmair), 
Daniel,  Donough  and  Dermot  were  there. 

But  in  the  ancient  language  the  third  person  plural  of  the  verb 
is  used,  as  bácop  ano  Domnall,  Donnchao  ocup  Oiapmaio.  But 
this  may  have  been,  perhaps,  in  imitation  of  the  Latin. 

Rule  XIV. 

The  assertive  verb  ip,  which  has  the  force  of  the 
copula  of  logicians,  is  always  omitted  in  the  present 
tense  after  the  interrogative  particle  an,  whether  ?  also 
after  the  negatives  ni  and  noca,  not ;  as  an  cu  é,  art 
thou  he  ?  ni  me,  1  am  not. 

This  verb  can  also  be  elegantly  omitted  in  other  situations  in 
which  it  might  be  expressed,  as  oip  cu  op  j-cpuruijreoip,  for 
thou  art  our  Creator,  for  oip  ip  cu  dp  j-cpucuijceoip ;  m  cu 
^lanap  in  eclaip?  me  imoppa  [for  ip  me  imoppa],  "is  it  thou  that 
cleanest  the  church  ?  it  is  I  indeed,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2. 
18.  p.  205,  b;  mac  pom  Coipppi  Chmochaic  [for  ba  mac  pom 
DO  Chaipbpi  Chmncaic],  he  was  the  son  of  Cairbre  Cinnchait; 
coippech  mo  pope,  cpin  mo  cpe,  ó  po  coimpeo  Pé  ppi  pianD,  for 
ip  coippeach  mo  popj,  ip  cpion  mo  cpé,  o  Do  coimpeuo  plann  le 
pé,  i.e.  *'  wearied  my  eye,  withered  my  clay  [body],  since  Flann 
was  measured  by  the  Fe  [a  yard  for  measuring  graves],"  Cor, 
Gloss.,  voce  pe. 

Rule  XV. 

When  two  or  more  substantives  come  together,  or 
succeed  each  other,  denoting  the  same  object,  they 
should  agree  in  case  by  apposition ;  as  Oomnall,  mac 
Qoóa,  mic  Qinmipech,  pij  Gipeann,  Domnallus,  filius 
Aidi,  filii  Ainmlrei,  rex  Hiberniae.  Here  the  word 
mac  is  in  the  nominative  case,  being  in  apposition  to 
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Dorhnall,  i.  e.  being  as  it  were  laid  alongside  of  it ;  the 
word  TTiic  is  in  the  genitive  case  to  agree  with  Qona, 
to  which  it  is  in  apposition  ;  and  pi  j,  being  in  apposition 
to  Dorhnall,  is  in  the  nominative  case.  Sometimes  the 
assertive  verb  ip  or  ap,  is  placed  between  two  nouns 
which  might  be  put  in  apposition,  as  an  r-amm  ap 
Colam  Cille'. 

This  rule  is  not  always  observed  in  the  colloquial  Irish,  and 
some  writers  on  Irish  grammar  have  attempted  to  shew  that  it 
should  not  be  observed,  but  that,  according  to  the  genius  of  the 
language,  the  word  in  apposition  ought  to  be  in  the  nominative 
case,  though  the  word  to  which  it  refers  be  in  the  genitive, 
inasmuch  as  the  relative  and  a  verb  are  always  understood.  la 
this  opinion  the  Author  cannot  acquiesce  ;  and  the  rule  is 
observed  by  Keating,  the  Four  Masters,  and  Duald  Mac  Firbis, 
who  wrote  in  the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century ;  as  oip  ap 
ap  pliocc  Qoóa  Qclaiih,  meic  piairbiopcaij  an  Cpo]*cam  aca 
niac  Suibne,  **  for  Mac  Sweeny  is  of  the  race  of  Aodh  Athlamh, 
son  of  Flaithbheartach  an  Trostain,"  Ivcat,  Jiist.,  p.  7.  Keating, 
however,  does  not  always  observe  this  apposition,  particularly 
when  the  first  noun  is  in  the  dative  or  ablative  case,  as  is  evident 
from  this  example  :  bia  n-oeacuió  cpa  Cuchulomn  o'poj^luim 
cleap   njoile    50    Sjúraij,    banjaipjeaóac   baoi    a    n-Qlbain, 

*'  When  Cuchullin  went  to  learn  feats  of  arms  from  Sgathach,  a 
heroine  who  resided  in  Scotland,"  Id.^  p.  78.  In  this  sentence, 
Sjacaij  is  in  the  dative  or  ablative  case  governed  by  the  preposi- 
tion 50 ;  but  bunjaipjeaóac  is  in  the  nominative  case,  though  it 
ought  to  be  the  dative,  as  being  in  apposition  to  Sjáraig.  This 
apposition  is,  however,  found  observed  in  Cormac's  Glossary^  as 
Qine,  a  nomine  Qi\r\e,  injeme  Gojabail,  **  ^ine  [a  hill]  is  called 
from  Alne^  the  daughter  of  Eogabhal." 

»  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  126. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OF   GOVERNMENT. 


In  this  chapter  is  to  be  explained  the  government 
of  substantives,  of  adjectives,  of  verbs,  of  prepositions, 
and  of  conjunctions. 


Section  1. —  Of  the  Government  of  Substantives. 

Rule  XVI. 

a.  When  two  substantives  come  together  signifying 
different  things,  that  is,  when  not  in  apposition,  the 
hitter  is  put  in  the  genitive  case. 

Examples, — Copaó  na  caliimn,  the  fruit  of  the  earth ;  eipc  na 
mapa,  the  fishes  of  the  sea  ;  pun  pojla,  a  desire  of  pUinder;  polap 
na  jpéine,  the  light  of  the  sun;  t)ia  na  h-ice,  **  Zíé'w*  salutis,^* 
Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  Oiancechc;  Oúileih  na  n-oúl,  *' Creator  of  the 
elements,"  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  121,  i  /  Cijepna  in  Doiham,  "the 
Lord  of  the  world,"  Id, 

When  the  governing  substantive  is  preceded  by  a  preposition , 
some  writers  eclipse  the  initial  of  the  governed  substantive,  as  le 
h-anpaó  njaoire,  **  by  a  storm  of  wind,"  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  28.  But 
this  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  at  all  observed  in  the  spoken  Jan- 
guage. 

b.  Verbal  nouns  substantive  coming  from  transitive 
verbs,  govern  the  genitive  case  of  those  nouns  which  the 
verbs  from  which  they  are  derived  would  govern  in  the 
accusative  or  objective  case. 
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Oomnall,  i.  ^  ..//«^»  *•  ®-  *  sowing  of  seed  ; 

word  TTllC  '^  ;;i''-  «•  ^  shedding  of  blood  ;  oo 

to  which  •  •      : -^;^>'  ^-  ^-  ^^  ^"  ^'  ^^'  ^^"°'°^  ""^  * 

to  UOrr  .--     ^^.^^  maybe  properly  styled  progressive 

assert'  ,,y /^  "^^ \^ded  by  certain  prepositions  have  the  force 

whi'  /  ♦  '][  **^''"^f^ other  languages  ;  and,  when  preceded  by  do, 

C  .. ' ' '  0^^^'^' ^r^ infinitive  mood  active.     Also  adjectives  taken 

«'^''l'.Á''^''''^^o  n-immao  eolaip,  "with  much  knowledge," 
^'Í//»^^' V'^/aJ.  107,  a,  a. 


''^V^^ 


^'''  Rule  XVII. 

<L.n  in  the  absence  of  the  article,  the  latter  of 

Ijstantives  in  the  genitive  case  is  the  proper  name 

^**   njan,  woman,  or  place,  its  initial  is  aspirated ;  as 

f   ,mrip  phaopuij,  "  from  the  time  of  St.  Patrick* ;" 

j-taw  Shaióbe,  the  daughter  of  Sabia  ;  Qipoeapboj 

Chaiplj  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel. 

This  holds  good  as  a  general  rule  in  the  modern  Irish  language, 
but  it  is  much  to  be  doubted  whether  it  was  adhered  to  in  the 
ancient  language ;  and  in  modern  Irish  an  exception  to  it  is  gene- 
rally made  in  family  names,  which  are  made  up  of  the  proper 
names  of  the  progenitors  of  the  families,  and  the  word  O  (or  Uc^, 
nepoSy  or  grandson,  or  mac,  a  son,  prefixed,  as  O  NeiU,  O'Neill; 
O  DoinnaiU,  ODonnell ;  O  Concabaip,  O'Conor  ;  O  Ceallai^, 
O'Kelly ;  O  Donnabám,  O'Donovan ;  iTlac  Domnaill,  Mac  Don- 
nell;  TTlac  Capraij,  Mac  Carthy;  not  O  DhomnaiU,  TTIac  Dhom- 
naill,  &c.  But  should  the  prefixed  O  be  itself  governed  in  the 
genitive  case  by  another  noun,  then  the  initial  of  the  noun  which 
it  governs  will  be  aspirated,  as  ÍTlac  Néill  Ui  Dhomnaill,  the  son 
of  Niall  O'Donnell;  ITIac  Chachail  Ui  Chonchobaip,  the  son  of 
Cathal  O'Conor  ;  achaip  Uhaio^  Ui  Cheallai^,  the  father  of  Teige 
0' Kelly.   Some  writers  aspirate  the  initial  of  the  latter  substantive, 

*  Keat.  Hist,  p.  110. 


rnvmrni^   —     ■■"■^^H^— 11^^^^  » 


CHAP.  II.]     0/  the  Government  of  Adjectives.  369 

even  when  it  is  not  a  proper  name,  as  jop  jab  oayxicc  p^ipje  é, 
"  so  that  he  was  seized  with  a  paroxysm  of  anger,"  Keat  Hist,^ 
p.  76;  aj  jeappao  coiUe,  "cutting  down  the  wood,"  Id,y  ibid, ; 
oilioiiiain  liieic  píj^,  '*  the  fosterage  of  a  king's  son,**  Id,y  p.  97; 
ail  chucha,  **  a  rock  of  battle,"  Cor,  Gloss, ^  voce  Cadial  ;  ail 
cipa,  **  rock  of  tribute,"  /</.,  voce  Caipel.  But  this  is  not  to  be 
imitated,  as  it  weakens  the  sound  of  the  word  too  much. 

It  is  very  strange  that  O'MoUoy  calls  the  O  prefixed  to  Irish 
surnames  an  article j  whereas  it  is  really  a  substantive,  and  has  been 
translated  nepos  by  Adamnan,  in  his  life  of  Columba.  O'Molloy 
writes  :  **  Articulus  o  appositus  proprijs  nominibus  virorum  Prin- 
cipum  Hibernensium  facit  nomina  enunciari  in  genitiuo  casu,  vt 
o  OomhnaiU,  o  Weill,  o  ópiain  ;  sub  casuatione  autem,  flexione, 
vel  declinatione,  variari  solet  in  i,  ua,  vt  nominatiuo  o  6piain, 
genitiuo  1  6hpiain,  datiuo  bua  6hpiain,  accusatiuo  ap  o  iTlbpiam, 
vocatiuo  a  i  6bpiain,  ablatiuo  le  o  6piain,  cum  tamen  6piain,  de 
se  feratur  in  nominatiuo,  et  accusatiuo,  et  ablatiuo,  et  datiuo  :  6pian 
vero  non  nisi  in  genitiuo  et  vocatiuo  singularis  numeri." — Gram- 
matica  Latino- Hihernica^  102. 

The  fact,  however,  is,  that  6pian,  the  name  of  the  progenitor  of 
the  family,  is  put  in  the  genitive  case  throughout,  and  governed  by 
the  substantive  O,  which  means  nepoSy  grandson,  or  descendant, 
and  that  the  changes  of  the  initial  6  are  merely  euphonic. 


Section  2. —  Of  the  Government  of  Adjectives, 

Rule  XVIII. 

The  adjective  kin,  fuH^  often  requires  a  genitive 
case  after  it,  as  Ian  pola,  full  of  blood;  Ian  peipge, 
full  of  anger  ;  but  it  more  frequently  requires  the  pre- 
position t)o,  or  more  correctly  De,  after  it,  as  Ian  D'puil, 
full  of  blood  ;  Ian  o'peipj,  full  of  anger. 

3b 
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JE;raf7?pfe«.-^Duttéaé  mac  U  ^u^ip,  lefcap  Ian  do  pod)  m 
8pipacxi  Haimh,  <*  Dubhthach  Mac  U  Lugair,  a  Teasd  full  qf  the 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,"  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  DnbL  H.  3. 18.  p.  358; 
^upubo  Ian  an  cnocc  bf6,  '*  so  that  the  hill  was  full  of  tfaem,* 
Ft/.  Moling ;  bo  Bábap  r^  moi^e  b6  ^c  leié  oo'n  p6o  I6n  do 
fgopaiB  Coclonn,  **  the  fields  on  each  side  of  the  road  were  full  of 
the  tents  of  the  Danes/*  Keai.  Hi$i.,  CaUaghan  Caahel ;  if  Ian 
D'á  poillfi  nem  ocup  oalam,  ''heaven  and  earth  are  ftill  of  his 
light,"  Vigio  jidamnani^  in  Leabhar  Breae, 

Some  grammarians  have  attempted  to  give  rules  of  Syntax  for 
pointing  out  what  prepositions  should  follow  certain  adjectives» 
according  to  their  signification ;  but  to  determine  this  is  a  matter 
of  idiom,  rather  than  of  Syntax»  and  must  be  learned  by  use.  The 
learner,  however,  will  find  much  information  on  this  subject  in 
Chap.  VII.  Sect.  3,  where  the  idiomatic  application  of  prepositions 
is  treated  of. 

RuLX  XIX. 

The  comparative  degree,  in  the  modem  Irish,  takes 
the  coajunction  ma,  thari^  qtiamy  after  it,  as  ba  ^ile  a 
cneif  ma  an  pneacca,  her  skin  was  whiter  than  the 
snow. 

The  ancient  comparative  in  toep  will  have  the  noun  following 
it  in  the  dative  or  ablative  form,  if  it  be  of  the  feminine  gender,  as 
^ilirep  ^ém,  whiter  than  the  sun ;  a  construction  exactly  similar 
to  the  Latin  lucidior  sole ;  but  no  trace  of  this  form  of  the  com* 
parative  is  found  in  the  modem  language. 

In  some  tracts  in  the  Leabhar  Breac  the  comparative  is  con- 
strued exactly  as  in  the  Latin,  that  is,  with  an  ablative  case  after 
it,  without  the  conjunction  inó,  than»  as  in  the  following  passage : 
popcap  lipe  pennoib  nime  agup  ^ainem  mapa  o^p  ouiUe  peno, 
buino  ppi  meoi»  a^up  meoi  ppi  bunnu  no  peppu,  a^up  puilc  bio 
cennaib  oc  a  camnao,  '*  more  numerous  than  the  stars  of  heaven, 
the  sands  of  the  sea,  and  the  leaves  of  trees»  were  the  feet  of  per- 
sons to  necks,  and  necks  to  feet,  and  the  hair  in  being  cut  off  their 
heads,"  fol.  103,  6,  a  ;  ip  lipiu  peotp  no  pole  pibbuioe  illpacha  in 
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niapbnuoa  noib-p ea,  **  more  numerous  than  the  blades  of  grass,  or 
the  leaves  of  trees,  are  the  blessings  flowing  from  this  holy  elegy," 
fol.  121,  a,  a  ;  cippa  o'  pin  'n-a  pip  laprap,  aibne  beoipi  ip  bpo- 
coci  blapca  cech  lino,  "  a  spring  of  wine  at  the  very  west  end, 
and  rivers  of  beer  and  brocoid,  sweeter  than  every  liquor,"  fol.  108, 
a,  b. 

Sometimes  it  has  the  preposition  ppi  (i.  e.  le),  and  the  conjunc- 
tion ajup  or  coup  after  it,  in  which  construction  it  expresses  com- 
parison of  equality,  as  ba  lipiDip  ppia  yainerii  mapa,  no  ppia 
opiqienna  ceneo,  no  ppi  opuchc  immacain  cecamain  no  ppia 
penna  nime  oepjnarca  ic  yuilbniujao  a  chopp,  **  numerous  as 
the  sands  of  the  sea,  or  as  the  sparks  of  fire,  or  as  the  dew  drops 
of  a  May  morning,  or  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  were  the  fleas  that 
were  biting  his  legs,"  Afac  Conglinn's  Satire^  in  Leahhar  Breac, 
fol.  107;  cum  ba  mécirhep  ocup  05  pep-cipc  h-i,  **  so  that  it  was 
as  large  as  a  hen-egg,"  Id.,  ibid.;  mébichep  ppi  h-05  pep-cipc  cac 
mip,  **  each  bit  large  as  a  hen-egg,**  Id. ;  meoichep  ppi  h-05 
cupp],  "  large  as  the  egg  of  a  crane,"  Id. 

Rule  XX. 

When  the  preposition  De  is  postiixed  to  the  compa- 
rative, it  is  applied  in  the  same  way  as  the  comparative 
degree  in  English,  when  preceded  by  the  article  the,  as 

T  F^PP^^  ^^^  r^"»  ^^^^  ^^^  '^^  better  of  that;  ni  rpui- 
niioe  an  colann  ciall,  the  body  is  not  the  weightier  for 
the  sense. 

The  conjunction  ma,  ihan,  is  never  used  after  the  comparative 
in  this  construction. 

Rule  XXI. 

The  superlative  degree  does  not  require  a  genitive 
case  plural  after  it,  as  in  Latin,  for  the  genitive  case  in 
Irish,  as  in  English,  always  denotes  possession  and 
nothing  more,  and  therefore  could  not  be  applied,  like 
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the  genitive  case  plural  in  Latin,  after  nouns  partitive, 
or  the  superlative  degree ;  but  it  generally  takes  after 
it  the  preposition  Do,  or  more  correctly  De,  as  an  bean 
ip  ailne  De  nináib,  the  fairest  woman  of  women ;  an 
peap  )p  m6  DC  na  laocaib,  the  largest  man  of  the 
heroes. 

Rule  XXII. 

a.  The  numerals  aon,  one^  Da,  two^  are  placed  be- 
fore their  nouns,  and  aspirate  their  initials,  if  of  the 
aspirable  class,  as  aon  cluap,  one  ear,  óá  cluaip,  two 
ears. 

As  f  follows  the  rule  of  aspiration,  not  eclipsis,  it  will  be  ex- 
pected that  it  should  have  z  prefixed  after  these  words,  and  so  it 
has  after  aon,  but  not  after  bá,  as  aon  r-pli^e,  one  way ;  aon 
c-fuil,  one  eye.  But  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  best  Irish 
writers  sometimes  aspirate  p  after  aon,  as  pe  h-aoinpeacniiain, 
**  for  one  week,**  Keat,  fíist^  p.  31.  And  it  is  a  remarkable  fact, 
that  bá,  which  aspirates  every  other  aspirable  initial  consonant 
coming  after  it,  causes  eclipsis  in  one  solitary  instance,  namely,  the 
word  cpian,  a  third,  as  oá  o-epian,  "  two-thirds,"  /ci.,  p.  157. 

b.  The  numerals  cpi,  ceirpe,  01115,  pe,  pice,  cpioca, 
and  all  multiples  of  ten,  as  well  as  all  ordinals,  will  have 
the  initials  of  their  nouns  in  their  primary  form,  as  rpt 
cluapa,  three  ears ;  ceicpe  pip,  four  men. 

The  ordinals  óéao  and  cpeap  are  exceptions  to  this  rule^  and 
cause  aspiration. 

c.  The  numerals  peace,  ocr,  noi,  Deic,  eclipse  the 
initials  of  their  nouns,  if  they  be  of  the  class  that  admits 
of  eclipsis,  as  peace  5-cluapa,  seven  ears ;  occ  j-copa, 
eight  feet;  noi  b-pip,  nine  men  ;  oeic  m-bliaóna,  ten 
years. 
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If  the  initial  be  f ,  it  retains  its  primary  sound  after  peace,  ocr 
noi,  Deic,  as  peace  plara,  seven  yards  ;  occ  pnaómanna,  eight 
knots ;  noi  pléibce,  nine  mountains ;  oeic  fo^aipc,  ten  priests. 

Rule  XXIII. 

When  the  numeral  is  expressed  by  more  than  one 
word,  the  noun  is  placed  immediately  after  the  first, 
that  is,  between  the  unit  and  the  decimal,  as  rpf  pip 
oéaj,  thirteen  men ;  peace  g-ceo  oéj,  seventeen  hun- 
dred\ 


Section  3. —  Of  the  Government  and  Collocation  of 

Pronouns, 

Rule  XXIV. 

a.  The  pronouns  mo,  my^  oo,  thy^  a,  his^  are  always 
placed  before  their  nouns,  and  aspirate  their  initials,  if 
of  the  aspirable  class,  as  mo  cluap,  my  ear ;  Do  cop, 
thy  foot ;  a  ceann,  his  head. 

b.  When  mo,  7?zy,  oo,  thy^  are  followed  by  a  word 
beginning  with  a  vowel  or  p,  the  o  is  omitted ;  as  mo 
araip,  my  father,  which  is  generally  written  m'araip  ; 
mo  puil,  my  blood,  written  m'puil ;  mo  peapann,  my 
land,  written  m'peapann. 

These  words  are  obscurely  written  maraip,  mpuil,  mpeapann, 
in  old  manuscripts,  but  an  apostrophe  should  always  be  used  in 
modem  books  when  the  o  is  omitted. 

In  oo,  thy^  the  d  is  sometimes  changed  into  c,  and  often  dwin- 
dles into  a  mere  breathing  (h),  as  c'anam,  thy  soul,  for  bo  anam  ; 
h'ucaip,  thy  father,  for  oo  araip.     Cia  c'ainm  peo,  ol  Gochaió, 

^  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters,  A.  D.  1 174. 
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*'  what  it  thy  name»  aaid  Eochaidh  T  Toehmare  Etaine.  1  €  agaio, 
i^Dst  thee,  for  od  o^id,  Battle  ofMagh  Baih^  p.  12 :  cec  car 
mop  cue  h'  araip,  ptaih,  "  everj  great  battle  which  :hy  either  ever 
foughty"  /£^.,  p.  44 ;  cqi  ihéo  do  naoihracoa  a2;up  h'on<Spa  03  Dkx, 
"  for  the  greatness  of  thy  sanctity  and  honour  mth  [L  e.  in  the 
sight  of]  Godt*'  Keat.  Hiat.^  p.  190;  op  upupa  a  aietie  op  ihcK>]ée 
DO  iheanmon,  oeopoile  n'  inanne,  ci^up  h'  aijionpa,  *'it  is  easy  to 
know  it  by  the  imbecility  of  thy  courage,  and  the  littleness  of  thy 
spirit  and  mind/'  Id.^  p.  143. 

> 

Rule  XXV. 

Q,  her^  has  no  influence  on  the  initial  consonant  of 
the  noun  before  which  it  is  placed,  as  a  ceann,  her 
head;  but  if  the  noun  begins  with  a  vowel  it  will 
require  h  prefixed,  as  a  h-in^an,  her  daughter;  a 
h-éaoan,  her  forehead. 

Rule  XXVI. 

« 

dp,  our^  bap,  jfour^  a,  theirs  eclipse  the  initials  of 
the  nouns  which  follow  them,  as  ap  m-bpiarpa,  our 
words,  ap  n-o6ccup,  our  hope ;  bap  5-copa,  your  feet; 
a  ^-cinn,  their  heads. 

If  the  initial  of  the  noun  be  a  vowel  (see  p.  65),  n 
will  be  prefixed  (which  should  be  always  separated  by  a 
hyphen,  for  the  sake  of  clearness)  i  as  ap  n-apán,  our 
bread ;  bap  n-araip,  your  father ;  a  n-aipm,  their  arms. 

The  learner  will  observe,  from  Rules  24-26,  that  the  meanings 
of  a,  as  a  possessive  pronoun,  are  distinguished  by  the  form  of  the 
initial  letter  of  the  nouns  following  it ;  thus : 

1.  Q,  Aif,  aspirates  the  initial  consonant  of  the  following  noun, 
as  a  cofo,  Ma  feet 

2.  Q,  her^  makes  no  change,  as  a  copa,  her  feet 

3.  Q,  their^  eclipses,  as  a  s-co|xx,  their  feet 
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When  the  consonant  is  not  of  the  class  which  admits  aspiration, 
or  eclipsis,  there  is  no  guide  to  the  eye,  and  some  have  suggested 
that  it  would  improve  the  language  to  write  this  vocahle  é,  when  it 
signifies  his,  Y,  when  Jier^s,  and  a,  when  theirs. 

Rule  XXVn. 

When  the  possessive  pronouns  a,  his,  fier's,  or  their's, 
are  preceded  by  a  preposition  ending  in  a  vowel,  they 
require  an  n  prefixed,  which,  for  the  sake  of  clearness, 
should  be  always  separated  by  a  hyphen,  as  co  n-a,  le 
n-a,  Ó  n-a,  cpe  n-a. 

This  n,  which  is  inserted  between  the  vowels  to  prevent  a 
hiatus,  is  not  used  in  the  Scotch  dialect,  in  which  they  write,  le  a, 
o  a,  tre  a,  and  sometimes  omit  the  o  altogether. — Vide  supra, 
pp.  148,  149. 

This  euphonic  n  is  also  frequently  omitted  in  some  old  Irish 
manuscripts,  as  be  fin  rpa  boi  Coipppi  ITlupc  oc  achije  [xiip  co 
a  iTiuincip,  ocup  co  a  caipbe,  '*  hence  Coirpri  Muse  was  frequent- 
ing in  the  east  with  his  family  and  with  his  friends/'  Cor,  Gloss,^ 
voce  TTloj  Gime. 

Rule  XXVIII. 

a.  The  relative  pronoun  a  expressed  or  understood, 
and  all  forms  of,  and  substitutes  for  it,  are  placed  before 
the  verb,  and  aspirate  the  initials  of  all  verbs,  except 
when  it  is  preceded  by  a  preposition  expressed  or  un- 
derstood ;  as  an  peap  a  buaileap,  the  man  who  strikes ; 
an  re  ceilpeap,  he  who  will  conceal ;  an  peap  a  rap- 
painjeap,  the  man  who  draws. 

b.  But  when  the  relative  is  itself  governed  by  a 
prefixed  preposition,  which  is  sometimes  left  understood, 
and  is  not  the  nominative  case  to  the  verb,  it  then 
eclipses  the  initial  consonant  of  the  verb. 
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Examples, — Qn  peap  o'á  o-cu  jap  é,  the  man  to  whom  I  gave 
it ;  Cipbe  ainm  in  baile  t  m-biDfp  a  co^^noih  a  cfpe^ ''  Cirbe  ÍB  the 
name  of  the  place  in  which  they  used  to  chew  the  cud,'* — Car, 
Glo88.^  voce  pemen;  qtf  h-aimpepa  i  n-jlanoap,  "three  times  at 
which  they  are  cleaned,"  /i.,  f>oce  Poc ;  pen,  .1.  Ifn  a  n^bap  eom, 
*'  sen,  i.  e.  a  net  in  which  birda  are  taken,"  Id..,  voce  Sen. 

c.  But  if  the  particles  Do,  po,  &e.,  signs  of  the  past 
tense,  should  come  between  the  relative  and  the  verb, 
then  the  initial  of  the  verb  is  under  their  influence,  and 
suffers  aspiration  as  usual ;  as  an  peap  op  [i.  e.  ó  a  po] 
ceannaf^eap  é,  the  man  from  whom  I  bought  it. 

d.  When  the  relative  a  signifies  whaij  that  which, 
or  all  tfuttt  it  eclipses  the  initial  of  the  verb  without  a 
preposition ;  as  a  D-ru^  Cpiorhrann  00  ^lallaib  leip, 
^^all  the  hostages  that  Criomhthann  brought  with  him^ 


c  w 


RULB  XXIX. 

a.  The  relative  pronoun  is  often  loosely  applied  in 
the  modern  language,  somewhat  like  the  colloquial,  but 
incorrect,  English  **  who  does  he  belong  to  ?" 

This  form,  however,  should  not  be  introduced  into 
correct  writing  ;  but  the  relative  should  be  always 
placed  immediately  after  the  preposition  ;  thus,  instead 
of  an  é  pm  an  peap  a  paib  cu  05  came  leip  ?  is  that 
the  man  whx)  thou  wert  talking  to  ?  we  should  say,  an 
é  pin  an  peap  le  a  paib  ru  a^  came  ?  is  that  the  man 
to  whom  thou  wert  talking  ? 

The  relative  (as  has  been  already  said.  Rule  12,  d)y  is  often 
understood,  as  o  bo  concaDap  pein  oncu  Go^ain,  ocup  na  meip- 
^í6a  puc  a  cpeaoa  co  minic  uora  do  inncoi^eaoop  t>o  cum  a  céile, 

'  Keat  Hist,  p.  102. 
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**  when  they  perceived  the  banner  of  Eoghan,  and  the  other  stan- 
dards which  often  carried  away  their  spoils,  they  rushed  upon  each 
other,"  Vit.  S,  Cellachi.  It  is  also  often  disguised  in  synthetic 
unions  formed  of  certain  prepositions,  and  prefixed  signs  of  tenses, 
and  particularly  when  the  assertive  verb  ip  is  expressed  or  under- 
stood, as  an  peap  lep  mapbaó  é,  i.  e.  an  peap  le  a  po  mapbao  e, 
the  man  by  whom  he  was  killed,  lep  being  made  up  of  le,  by, 
u,  whom,  and  po,  sign  of  the  past  tense  ;  F*^^P  í>ápab  (or  Danab) 
ainm  t)onnn(ill,  a  man  whose  name  is  Daniel,  i.  e.  vir  cut  est 
fiomcn  Danielis,  The  verb  ip,  when  connected  with  the  relative 
thus,  preceded  by  a  preposition,  becomes  ab,  even  in  the  present 
tense,  and  may  often  be  omitted  altogether,  as  an  cé  lep  mian,  i.  e. 
he  who  desires,  literally,  he  to  rvhom  it  is  a  desire.  This  might  be 
also  written,  an  cé  le  nab  inian,  or  aw  cé  lep  ab  rhian.  The  p  in 
this  instance  is  not  an  abbreviation  of  po,  the  sign  of  the  past 
tense,  but  is  inserted  instead  of  n  to  stop  the  hiatus,  which  would 
otherwise  be  occasioned  by  the  meeting  of  two  vowels.  The  verb 
ip  leaves  the  relative  a  understood,  when  no  preposition  precedes  it, 
as  meall  pe  an  peap  ip  peapp  clú,  he  deceived  the  man  of  better 
fame. 

The  form  a  never  accompanies  the  verb  ip,  but  the  form  noc 
takes  it  constantly,  as  uj  po  in  oapa  cnpiDil  oo'n  bapa  clap,  noc 
labpup  Do'n  lei^iup  ppirBuailci,  noc  ip  conqiapóa  jním  bo'n 
lerj^iup  caipinjrec,  *'  this  is  the  second  chapter  of  the  second  table, 
which  speaks  of  repercussive  medicine,  which  is  of  contrary  action 
to  the  attractive  medicine,"  Old  Med,  AIS,^  by  John  OCallannan 
of  Roscarhcry^  A.  D.  Ml 4. 

As  the  relative  always  precedes  the  verb,  and  has  no  inflection, 
its  case  must  be  determined  by  the  verb  itself,  or  the  noun  follow- 
ing, as  an  peap  a  buailim,  the  man  whom  I  strike ;  an  peap  a 
buaileap  me,  the  man  who  strikes  me.  But  there  is  one  case  in 
which  it  is  impossible  to  determine,  from  the  form  of  the  words, 
whether  the  relative  is  the  agent  or  the  object,  namely,  when  the 
simple  past  of  the  indicative  active  is  used,  as  an  peap  a  buail  me, 
which  may  mean  either  the  man  who  struck  me,  or  the  man  wliom 

3  c 
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I  struck  ;  an  f^<^'P  «  bnail  t)oiTinaU,  the  man  who  struck  Daniel, 
or  the  man  whom  Danit^l  struck. 

This  form  of  constructing  the  relative  could  be  taken  advantage 
of  in  equivocation,  or  false  swearing;  as  if  a  man  swore  oeapbaim 
jup  ab  é  peo  an  p ecip  a  buail  me  ;  no  one  could  possibly  know 
whether  he  meant,  *'  1  swear  that  this  is  the  man  tvho  struck  me^ 
or  *'  1  swear  that  this  is  the  man  whom  I  struck ^  There  are  also 
other  instances  in  which  the  want  of  the  accusative  form  in  the 
relative  leads  to  ambiguity,  as  an  peap  a  buaileap,  which  may 
mean  either  the  man  7vho  strikes^  or  the  man  whom  I  struck  ; 
for  -eap  is  the  relative  termination  for  the  present  indicative,  and 
also  the  termination  to  express  the  first  person  singular  of  the  past 
indicative  active.  This  ambiguity  can  only  be  avoided  by  varying 
the  expression,  as  by  changing  the  verb  active  into  the  passive,  or 
constructinc:  the  sentence  in  a  different  manner. 

b.  When  a  preposition  precedes  tlie  relative,  the 
initial  of  the  verb  following  is  eclipsed,  as  an  peap  o'á 
o-cnjaó  é,  the  man  to  whom  it  was  given. 

And  the  same  will  tako  place  if  the  relative  be  understood,  as 
lomriuin  ceach  pe  o-cuj^up  cúl,  for  lonmum  ceac  pe  a  D-cujap 
ciU,  "  dear  the  house  which  I  have  left  behind ;''  Leabhar Dranach^ 
MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  II.  1.  14,  fol.  112. 

Klle  XXX. 
The  possessive  pronouns,  when  compounded  with 
prepositions,  cause  aspiration  and  eclipsis,  as  they  do  in 
their  simple  forms,  and  the  prepositions  with  which 
they  are  compounded  govern  such  cases  as  they  govern 
in  their  simple  states,  as  am  cluaij»,  in  my  ear;  oo 
béal,  from  thy  mouth  ;  lep  j-cáijiOíb,  with  our  friends. 

Rule  XXXI. 
The  possessive  pronouns,  when  compounded  with, 
or  preceded  by  the  preposition  i,  a,  or  ann,  i/z,  are  con- 
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iiected  with  the  substantive  verb  caim,  to  denote  exis- 
tence in  a  certain  office,  or  state,  as  cd  pe  'na  y^asaipc, 
he  is  a  priest,  literally,  he  is  in  his  priest ;  ca  me  am' 
óume  óonna,  I  am  a  wretched  man;  cd  cu  ao'  eapbog, 
thou  art  a  bishop ;  Do  bi  pe  'na  leanb  an  uaip  pm,  he 
was  a  child  at  that  time. 

The  verb  substantive  ráim  can  never  ascribe  a  predicate  to 
its  subject  without  the  aid  of  the  preposition  a,  i,  or  ann,  i«,  as 
ca  pé  *n-a  p^ap,  he  is  a  man.  Of  this  there  seems  no  parallel  in 
any  other  European  language.  But  the  assertive  verb  ip  always 
connects  the  predicate  with  its  subject  without  the  help  of  a  prepo- 
sition, as  ip  peap  me,  I  am  a  man.  This  is  enough  for  Syntax  to 
determine,  that  is,  how  the  predicate  is  to  be  connected  with  the 
subject  when  both  these  verbs  are  used.  But  still  it  will  be  natu- 
rally asked,  whether  sentences  so  constructed  have  actually  the 
same  meaning.  It  must  then  be  remarked,  that  the  two  modes  of 
construction  represent  the  idea  to  the  mind  in  a  quite  different 
manner.  Thus,  ca  me  am'  peap,  and  ip  peap  me,  though  both 
mean  /aw  a  man,  have  a  different  signification;  for  ca  me  am' 
peap,  I  am  in  wt/  man,  i.  e.  I  am  a  nian^  as  distinguished  from 
some  other  stage,  such  as  childhood,  or  boyhood ;  while  ip  peap 
me  indicates  I  am  a  inan^  as  distinguished  from  a  woman,  or  a 
coward.  This  example  will  give  the  learner  a  general  idea  of  the 
difference  of  the  meanings  of  sentences  constructed  by  ca  and  ip. 
For  more  examples,  see  Prepositions  a,  i,  ann,  p.  291. 

Rule  XXXII. 

The  interrogative  pronouns,  whether  they  are  no- 
minatives or  objectives,  always  precede  the  verb,  and 
seldom  admit  the  assertive  verb  ip  in  connexion  with 
them,  though  its  force  is  implied;  and  the  personal  pro- 
noun following  is  put  in  the  accusative,  as  cia  b-é,  for 
cm  ip  h-e,  who  is  he  ?  cia  hi,  who  is  she  ?  cia  h-iao, 
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who  are  they?  ca  cpich  i  n-a  b-puilem,  "  what  country 
are  we  in"*  ?"  po  lajipaió  cuich  na  caillecha,  "  he  asked 
who  were  the  nuns^  ?"  cjieao  é,  what  is  it  ? 

But  there  is  no  agreement  of  gender  or  number  between  them 
and  their  objects,  or  respondents  ;  the  most  that  can  be  admitted 
is,  that  the  interrogative  and  the  pronouns  are  often  incorporated, 
as  ciao,  for  cia  h-iao  ;  ci,  for  cia  h-i ;  cé,  for  cia  h-é.  It  should 
be  also  remarked,  that  cia  is  often  written,  and  generally  pro- 
nounced cé,  particularly  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  as  cé  in  pop  é 
fin?  ap  púcpuic,  '*  what  wood  is  this?  said  Patrick."  ^ooA:  of 
Lismore,  fol.  205,  a. 

AVhen  these  intcrrogatives  are  governed  by  a  preposition,  they 
are  always  set  before  it,  as  ca  n-ap,  whence  ?  Cpeao  o,  what  from, 
i.  e.  whence  ;  ace  nap  ruijeabap  cpéó  ó  D-cáinij  on  pocal  féin^ 
"  but  that  they  did  not  understand  tcliatfrom  [i.  e.  VDhence\  the 
word  itself  was  derived,"  Keat,  Hist.^  p.  22. 

The  verb  ip  may  elegantly  be  used,  when  followed  by  an  adjec- 
tive in  the  comparative  or  superlative  degree,  and  sometimes  in  the 
positive,  as  ciD  ip  meapa  óo  copp  Dume?  **  what  is  worst  for  the 
human  body?"  Tegusc  High ;  cm  ip  po  óam,  **  what  is  good  for 
me?  Id. ;  cm  ip  buaini  pop  bir,  "  what  is  the  most  durable  in  the 
world  ?"  Id. ;  cpeuD  ip  Bpeuj  ann,  •<  what  is  a  lie  ?"  Lucerna 
Fideiiumy  p.  11 1 . 

Rule  XXXIII. 

The  demonstrative  pronouns  immediately  follow  the 
substantives,  or  the  adjectives  belonging  to  the  substan- 
tives, to  which  they  refer,  as  an  peap  po,  this  man ; 
an  cip  pin,  that  country;  na  Daoine  uaiple  uo,  those 
gentlemen  ;  Cent)  Qbpac  Slebi  Cain  peo  cep  (i.  e. 
an  pliab  po  reap),  Cenn  Abrat  Slebhi  Cain,  is  this 
[mountain]  to  the  south  ? 

^  Book  of  Leiuster,  fol.  105.  *•  Feilire  iEnguis,  end  of  Feb. 


CHAP.  II.]  of  Pro?ioims.  381 

The  only  exception  to  this  collocation  occurs  when  the  asser- 
tive verb  ip  is  understood,  as  pm  ar\  uaip,  that  is  the  hour,  or  time; 
po  an  la,  this  is  the  day. 

The  indefinite  pronoun  jac,  each,  every  (anciently  written  cac, 
cec),  sometimes  eclipses  the  initial  of  the  noun  which  follows  it, 
as  j;ac  n-buine,  every  man,  or  person.  Sochpaice  Oé  Domm  ann- 
cul  ap  cac  n-Duine  mibup  qiapcup  bam,  **may  the  host  of  God 
protect  me  against  ^»2?^*^^  man  who  meditates  injury  to  me,"  St.  Pa- 
trick's Ilymn^  in  Liber  Hymtwrutn ;  cac  n-apo,  "every  height,'' 
Cor.  Gloss.;  cac  n-uapal,  every  thing  noble;  cac  n-Depj,  every 
thing  red  ;  cac  n-om,  every  thing  raw,  or  crude,  Id, 

Keating  and  O'Molloy  sometimes  place  the  preposition  pe  be- 
tween jac  and  its  substantive,  as  jac  pe  m-bliaóam,  every  second 
year  ;  jac  pe  b-peacr,  turns  about,  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  156,  et passim; 
jac  pe  5-ceipt)  ajup  pe  b-ppeajpa,  *»  in  successive  question  and 
answer,"  Lucerna  Fidelium,  p.  265. 

This  position  of  the  preposition  le,  pe,  or  pa,  after  jac,  or  cec, 
is  also  found  in  the  older  Irish  compositions,  as  in  the  f^isio  Adam^ 
nani,  in  the  Leahhar  Breac  :  cec  pa  n-uaip  qiáijm  m  pian  Dib, 
**  each  second  hour  the  pain  departs  from  them." 

This  pronoun  has  frequently  the  noun  connected  with  it  in  the 
genitive  case,  even  when  there  is  no  word  to  govern  it,  as  jaca 
nona,  every  evening;  ib  beoc  b'uipci  p?p-chibpaic  ap  ceblonjaS 
jaca  maibne,  **  drink  a  drink  of  pure  spring  water  fasting  every 
morning,"  Old  Med.  MS.  1352  ;  bo  bpipeb  cloice  puail,  ocup  b*á 
h-mapbaó  lap  n-a  bpipeb  ;  noi  pjenai^i  cpumni  bo  mecon  pajum 
bo  cup  a  b-p'n,  ocup  a  mepcab  epic  a  cede,  ocup  in  pin  peín  b'ól 
jaca  maíbni  ocup  joca  nóna,  **  to  break  the  stone,  and  expel  it 
after  being  broken  ;  put  nine  round  sprigs  of  horse  raddish  into 
wine,  and  mix  them  together,  and  drink  this  wine  every  evening 
and  morning,"  Id, 

When  jaca  is  set  before  the  adjective  bipeac,  it  gives  it  an 
adverbial  force,  as  bo  connaipc  cupach  cuije  jaca  n-bipeach, 
he  saw  a  boat  directly  sailing  towards  him." — Toruidheacht 
Gruaidhe  Grian-Sholuis,  This  form  of  expression  is  also  used 
throughout  the  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters, 
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But  in  the  spoken  langnnge  jac  docs  not  always  cause  eclip'^is, 
and  it  has,  therefore,  been  thought  advisable  not  to  give  it  a  place 
in  the  text  as  a  general  rule. 


Section  4 . —  Of  the  Govermn  ent  of  Verbs, 

Rule  XXXIV. 

a.  Verbs  active  transitive  govern  the  accusative  case 
of  personal  pronouns,  as  buail  i^é  ru,  he  struck  thee ; 
bpif  ye  é,  he  broke  liim,  or  it;  óíbip  pé  laD,  he  ex- 
pelled them  ;  a  cijeapna,  ap  lao-pan,  po  rheiprnijip 
Hire  jan  arhopup,  ''  O  lord,  said  they,  thou  hast  doubt- 
lessly discouraged  us^" 

As  nouns  have  no  accusative  form,  it  must  be  determined  from 
their  position  in  the  sentence  whether  they  are  agents  or  objects; 
when  objects,  they  are  usually  placed  after  the  verb,  but  never 
between  the  verb  and  its  nominative,  as  buail  DiapmaiD  t)omnall, 
Dermot  struck  Daniel ;  percussit  Diermithts  Dajiielem.  This  is 
the  natural  order  of  an  Irish  sentence,  and  the  less  it  is  disturbed 
the  better,  as,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  the  accusative  form  in 
nouns,  any  transposition  must  create  more  or  less  obscurity. 

Some  writers  have  attempted  to  introduce  an  accusative  form» 
different  from  the  nominative  singular,  by  making  the  object  of  the 
verb  terminate  like  the  dative  or  ablative,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following  examples  :  Ccnpnjíó  lib  a  ainjliu  nime  \n  anmain 
n  ecpaiboij  pea  ocup  aicion't)  illctim  ^^ucipip  Diu  bábuo  ocup  Dia 
fopmúchuo  1  poDomam  ipipn  co  y\\\^'' ^  ha  )ic  a  tit  mam  tnulto  pec- 
anitetii  angelo  Tariar'i  trmJite,  et  dcnfert/at  eatn  in  infei'num.'^ 
Vís'wAúamnam^  '\nú\(^ Leahhar líreac ;  do  loipj  jac  luoc  bioB  a 
loinj  [for  a  lonj],  **  each  hero  of  them  burned  his  ship,  /</.,  p.  39  ; 
DO  rogbciDop  jaoir  nj^aiBri^e  njeiuclióe  do  cuip  anpaó  mop  ap 

f  Keat.  Hist.,  p.  144. 
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an  muip,  **  they  raised  a  dangerous  magical  wind  which  raised  a 
great  storm  on  the  sea/'  Id.,  p.  57 ;  00  Beip  poiy  d\i  j^puaó,  **  he 
gave  a  kiss  to  his  cheek,"  Id.,  p.  124  ;  cup  ropaino  in  carpaij, 
'*  so  that  he  drew  out  [the  foundations]  of  the  city,"  Vita  Patric, 
in  Leabkar  Breac,  fol.  14,  b,  b;  óop  jni  Coipppi  lap  n-a  maipech 
ceipc  moip  De  pin,  '*  Coirpri  on  the  next  day  made  a  great  com- 
plaint of  this,"  Car.  Gloss.,  voce  Hlo  j  Ginie. 

Various  examples  of  it  also  occur  in  the  old  historical  tale  called 
the  Battle  of  Mat/ h  Rath,  published  by  the  Irish  Archaeological 
Society ;  but  it  should  not  be  imitated  in  the  modern  language. 
Some  have  also  attempted  to  introduce  an  accusative  plural  form 
for  nouns,  by  making  them  terminate  in  a  or  u  ;  as,  ace.  olca, 
nom.  uilc,  ace.  eolca,  nom.  eolaij;.  But  the  best  writers  termi- 
nate the  nominative  plural  in  a  also. — See  the  Etymology, 

In  the  ancient  Irish  language,  the  pronoun,  when  it  is  in  the 
accusative  case,  governed  by  the  verb,  is  often  amalgamated  with 
the  sign  of  the  tense  and  set  before  it,  as  ip  mipi  poc  pubra,  "  it  is 
I  who  shall  wound  thee,"  Battle  ofMagh  Rath,  p.  29,  for  ip  mipi 
00  pubpaib  rii,  .1.  bo  jompeap  ru  ;  ip  mair  pom  cecaipcip,  "  it  is 
well  thou  hast  instructed  me,"  /c/.,  p.  10  ;  ip  ouaibpeac  pom 
oúipcip,  "  disagreeably  hast  thou  awakened  me,"  Id.,  p.  170.  The 
nominative  case  to  the  verb  passive,  when  a  pronoun,  is  also  fre- 
quently placed  before  it  in  old  writings,  as  nic  aiciUpe  nech  ele 
Do'n  liiuincep  pi,  *' none  other  of  this  people  shall  address  thee," 
Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  Ppull ;  pom  aileaó  laq^u  lap  pin,  "  I  was  fos- 
tered by  thee  after  that,"  Id.,  p.  34  ;  napoc  uamnaijrep,  **  be  not 
terrified,"  Id.,  p.  8  ;  nom  lecib-pi  lib,  ol  pe,  *'  will  ye  permit  me 
to  go  with  you,  said  he,"  Id.,  voce  \>\\\ÁX -,  ace  nom  aiciU  pe, 
*'  but  address  me,"  /i/.,  ibid.  In  those  instances  the  particle  pre- 
fixed to  the  verb  and  the  pronouns  are  always  amalgamated. 

In  the  modern  language  the  possessive  pronouns,  combined  with 
the  preposition  tij,  are  frequently  placed  before  a  verbal  noun,  in 
which  position  the  verbal  noun  has  the  force  of  the  active  participle, 
put  |Kissively  in  English,  as  ru  an  reac  '5a  rójBáil,  the  house  is 
building,  or  a'  building ;  ca  tin  obaip  '5a  béanaiii,  the  work  is 
dointfy  i.  e.  a  doing  or  heing  done  ;  cúib  f  lab  *j^  u  meullao,  they 
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are  being  deceived.  For  *^  ia  these  instances*  oiany  writers  put 
b'á,  or  6a,  which  cannot  be  considered  as  correct,  as  jp  D*céiD  d^ó 
unpuipc  péin  lonnoa,  *'  until  he  goes  to  wallow  in  them,'*i^a/.  Hi9t., 
p.  1;  b'á  b-co^aipm,  "to  summon  them,"  Id.;  cj  qiof^nó  D'á 
feopj^aó  péin,  ^^jejunm  $e  maeerando^'^  Id,^  p.  13.  Sometimes  in 
this  construction  the  verbal  noun  is  not  passive,  as  cá  fé  'j;  am 
buaUxó,  he  is  a'  striking  me ;  literally,  he  is  ai  my  striking ;  an 
r-eu^corpom  acá  a^  óeunaih  op  a  h-áin^eoipi5,  "  the  injustice 
that  is  being  exercised  against  its  inhabitants,'^  Keat  Hist, — Pref. 
It  is  prt^r  to  notice  in  this  place  such  constructions  as  the 
following :  ^op  B'éi^in  a  p^^ail, "  that  she  had  to  be  found,''  Keat, 
Hisi,^  p.  96;  If  c6ip  a  óéanaiii,  it  is  proper  to  do  it.  In  these 
sentences  the  a  is  a  mere  possessive  pronoun,  and  the  literal  mean- 
ing is,  her  finding  was  a  compulsion ;  its  doing  is  proper.  The 
possessive  pronoun  in  such  sentences  may  be  changed  into  tbe 
accusative  of  the  corresponding  personal  pronouns,  and  the  verb 
into  the  infinitive  mood,  as  j^up  b'ei^in  f  D'pá^ail ;  ip  c6ip  é  oo 
béanam. 

4.  Some  verbs  active  require  a  preposition  after 
them,  as  lap  ap  Dhia,  ask  of  God ;  labaip  le  Dom- 
nall,  speak  with  [to]  Daniel.  But  these  forms  of  ex- 
pression must  be  learned  by  experience  in  this  as  in  all 
other  languages. 

Rule  XXXV. 

The  infinitive  mood  of  active  verbs  has  a  peculiarity 
of  construction,  which  distinguishes  this  from  most  other 
languages,  namely,  it  takes  the  accusative  case  when 
the  noun  is  placed  before  it,  and  the  genitive  case  when 
the  noun  comes  after  it 

Examples  of  jíceusative : — ^Gipic  do  ^aBáil  a  mapBaó  oume, 
"  to  receive  erie  [mulct]  for  the  killing  of  a  man,"  Keat.  ffisL, 
p.  14 ;  cloióe  oo  óéunarii,  to  build  a  wall ;  ni  lárhaó  nee  cenió 
b'pacóó  I  n-6ipinD  ip  in  lo-j  pin,  no  cu  n-a6annca  h-i  Cempai^  ap 
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cup,  ip  in  poUamain,  «  no  one  durst  light  a  fire  in  Ireland  on  that 
day  until  it  should  be*lighted  first  at  Tara  at  the  solemn  festival," 
Leabhar  Breac^  fol.  14,  a,  a. 

Examples  of  the  Genitive: — t)o  pac  imoppa  niolinj  "^obán 
Saep  CU151  bo  oenum  a  buiprai^e,  "St.  Moling  brought  Goban 
Saer  with  him  to  build  his  oratory,"  f^it.  Moling  ;  cib  ooc  peace, 
ol  6ochaiD.  Do  imbipc  piochiUe  ppic-pu,  ol  pe,  **  what  has 
brought  thee?  said  Eochaidh.  To  play  chess  with  thee,  said  he," 
Tochmarc  Etaine  in  Leahliar  na  h-  Uidhri ;  bo  copnam  an 
cloibe,  **  to  defend  the  wall,"  Keat.  Hist. — Preface  :  bo  óeunam 
peille  oppa,  *«  to  act  treachery  on  them,"  Id.^  p.  74;  bo  léicc  iliac 
Ui  6hpiain  pccaoileaó  b'á  pccériielcaib  b'apccam  na  n-oipeap, 
**  Mac  I-Brien  sent  forth  a  body  of  his  marauders  to  plunder  the 
districts,"  Ann,  Four  Mast. ^  A.  D.  1559. 

From  this  it  may  be  safely  concluded,  that  in  the  first  mode  of 
construction,  the  forms  bo  jabáil,  bo  beunaih,  &c.,  are  truly  infi- 
nitives, having  exactly  the  same  force  as  the  English  to  receive^ 
to  do  ;  but  that,  in  the  second  mode,  they  are  not  properly  infini- 
tives, but  verbal  nouns,  governed  by  the  preposition  bo. 

Sometimes,  when  the  prefixed  object  of  the  infinitive  mood  is 
preceded  by  a  preposition,  some  writers  make  it  the  dative  or  abla- 
tive, governed  by  the  preposition,  as  5an  peipj  bo  beuiiani,  **not 
to  be  angry,"  Kent.  Hist.,  p.  75;  pe  paipnéip  ptpinij  bo  óéanarii, 
**  to  make  a  true  narration,"  Id. ;  05  lappaió  locca  ajup  coiBéime 
bo  cabaipc  bo  pean-ghalluib,  "  attempting  to  heap  disgrace  and 
dishonour  upon  the  old  English,"  Id. 

But  this  mode  of  government  is  not  to  be  approved  of,  for  it 
would  be  evidently  better  to  leave  the  noun  under  the  government 
of  the  infinitive  mood,  as  it  would  be  in  the  absence  of  the  prepo- 
sition, and  consider  the  preposition  as  governing  the  clause  of  the 
sentence  which  follows  it ;  thus,  pe  paipnéip  pípineac  bo  beunaih. 

Stewart  agrees  with  this  opinion,  in  his  Gcelic  Grammar, 
p.  175,  where  he  writes  :  "  Prepositions  are  often  prefixed  to  a 
clause  of  a  sentence;  and  then  they  have  no  regimen,  as  *gus  am 
bord  a  ghiulan,  to  carry  the  tahh\^  Exod.  xxv.  27 ;  *  luath  chum 
fuil  a  dhortadh,  swift  to  shed  blood,*  Rom.  iii.  15,  edit.  1767; 
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*  an  d^igh  an  obair  a  cliriochnacliadh,  after  finishing  the  work* " 
Gadic  Grammar^  1st  edit.  p.  165,  and  2nd  edit,  p.  175.  Both 
modes  of  construction,  however,  are  allowable,  like  the  gerunds 
and  gerundives  in  Latin,  as  *' tempus  curandi  rem,'*  or**tempus 
curanda?  rei ;"  in  curando  rem^  or  in  curandd  re. 

Sometimes  the  infinitive  mood  must  be  translated  passively, 
like  the  latter  supine  in  Latin,  as  rap  éip  Arfaxad  oo  Bpeir  6o, 
"  after  Arphaxad  was  born  to  him,"  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  45  ;  rap  éip 
uaiTTi  00  rocailr,  **  after  a  grave  being  dug ;"  literally,  "  after  to 
dig  a  grave  ;"  ó  bo  connaipc  Niul  phapao  50  n-a  fluaj  do 
báraó,  anaip  ip  m  b-peaponn  j-ceona,  **  when  Niul  perceived 
Pharaoh  with  his  host  to  have  been  drowned^  he  remained  in  the 
same  land,"  Keat.  Hist.^  p.  46. 

Progressive  active  nouns,  and  all  verbal  nouns,  govern  the 
genitive  case  after  them,  like  the  infinitive  mood,  when  the  sub- 
stantive follows  it. 

Rule  XXXVL 

The  nominative  case  absolute  in  English,  or  the 
ablative  absolute  in  Latin,  is,  in  Irish,  put  in  the  dative 
or  ablative,  with  the  preposition  00  prefixed. 

Examiylcs. — CIp  m-beir  'n  a  coolaó  00  t)hoThnaU,  Daniel 
being  asleep ;  \cv^  poccam  a  o-cip  ooib,  they  having  reached  the 
land ;  literally,  on  reaching  the  land  by  them ;  lap  5-cmmoó  ap 
an  j-corhaiple  pin  oóib,  '*  they  having  resolved  on  that  counsel ;" 
literally,  "after  the  determining  on  that  counsel  by  them,"  Keat, 
Hist.^  p.  35. 

Rule  XXXVIL 

ba,  or  burS,  the  past  tense  indicative  of  the  affirma- 
tive verb  ip,  aspirates  the  initial  of  the  noun  substantive, 
or  adjective  which  follows,  as  ba  riiair  an  peap  é,  he 
was  a  good  man  ;  ba  bean  riiair  1,  she  was  a  good 
woman  ;  ba  riióp  na  oaoine  lao,  they  were  great 
people. 
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This  rule  will  not,  however,  hold  good  throughout  the  pro- 
vinces, for  in  some  parts  they  do  not  aspirate  the  initial  of  the 
word  following  ba ;  and,  indeed,  the  aspiration  is  not  essential,  and 
has  been  merely  used  for  the  sake  of  euphony,  or,  perhaps,  ease  of 
utterance.  When  the  word  following  ba  begins  with  a  vowel,  an 
h  is  sometimes  prefixed,  to  prevent  a  hiatus,  as  ba  h-oj  an  peap  é 
an  can  pin,  he  was  a  young  man  at  that  time.  But  this  rule  is  not 
general  in  the  written  language,  nor  at  all  observed  in  conversation, 
for  in  the  south-east  of  Ireland  they  would  say  Dob*  05  an  peap  é, 
prefixing  00,  sign  of  the  past  tense,  and  rejecting  the  a  in  ba. 


Rule  XXXVIII. 

a.  One  verb  governs  another  which  follows  it,  or 
depends  upon  it,  in  the  infinitive  mood  ;  as  O^opouij 
Oia  bumn  a  aireannca  00  coirheao,  God  ordered  us  to 
keep  his  commandments ;  00  pójjmó  o'peapgup  pgiar 
rap  lojij  00  rabaipc  00  Ullcaib,  **  Fergus  was 
ordered  to  cover  the  retreat  for  the  Ultonians^." 

b.  When  the  governed  verb  is  one  expressing  mo- 
tion or  gesture,  which  does  not  govern  an  accusative,  the 
sign  Do  is  never  prefixed,  as  oubaipu  pe  liom  oul  50 
Copcaij,  he  told  me  to  go  to  Cork. 

This  rule  is  general  and  important,  but  has  not  hitherto  been 
given  by  any  of  the  writers  on  Irish  grammar. 

We  cannot  close  these  remarks  on  the  government  and  colloca- 
tion of  the  verbs  without  noticing  that  Haliday  and  others  give  it 
as  a  rule  of  Irish  syntax,  that  to  know^  in  English,  is  expressed  in 
Irish  by  the  verb  caim  and  piop,  knowledge,  as  aca  piop  ajam, 
I  know,  i.  e.  there  is  knowledge  to  me  ;  and  that  the  Irish  language 
has  not  single  verbs  to  denote  possession,  power,  want,  &c.,  such 
as  the  English  verbs,  to  have^  to  know,  &c.     This,  however,  is  a 

*  Battle  of  Ros  Leter. 
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matter  of  idiom,  rather  than  of  syntax,  and  should  be  explained  in 
giving  the  idiomatic  meanings  of  the  prepositions.     It  must  be, 
indeed,  acknowledged,   that  the  modern  Irish  language,  which  is 
suffering  decomposition  more  and  more  every  day,  from  the  want 
of  literature,  has  not  separate  verbs  to  denote  I  have  j  lean;  but 
in  the  south  of  Ireland,  peaopaim,  /  kiiaiv,  is  not  yet  out  of  use  ; 
and  in  ancient,  and  some  modern  manuscripts,  we  meet  such  verbs 
as  cumcaim,  I  can,  or  I  am  able  ;  peapaim,  I  know;  p^^'P»  ^© 
knew,  as  in  the  following  examples  :  iDipcic  paqiiciup  bichuip 
poDechca,   pi   pocep  ;    bi;tic  majup,  ni  chumcam   cup  m  cparh 
ceona  i  m-bapac,  '*  Patrick  said,  remove  now  the  snow,  si  pates  ; 
dixit  Magus,  I  cannot^  until  the  same  time  to-morrow,"  Leahhar 
Breac,  fol.  14,  a,  ^  ;  o  po  pioip  O'Neill  TTIa^up  do  óol  hi  D-Cip 
Bucchain,  "  when  O'Neill  lx7i€7i'>  that  Manus  had  gone  into  Tyrone," 
jinn.  Four  Mast.,  ad  an.  1522.     Peapaim,  I  know,  is  used  even 
by  Keating,  as  50  b-peapaip  cionnup  pjappuim-ne,  *' until  thou 
knowest  how  we  shall  part,"  AVtí^ //?i/.,  p.  46 ;  50  b-peapap  a 
bppeaypa  opm,  "  until  I  know  their  answer  to  me,'*/<i.,  p.  153  ; 
CO  peppeó  pom,  *'that  he  might  know,"  Cor.  Gloss.,  voce  6eirec; 
in   peja  po  peg  pecha  TTIolinj,  nt  picip  1  neam  no  1  caluih  bo 
coich   in  mac  leij^inn,   "  Moling  looked  behind  him,  but  did  not 
know  whether  the  student  had  passed  into  heaven,  or  into  the 
earth,"  F'iia  Moling, 


Section  5. —  Of  the  Governmetit  and  Collocation  0/ Adverbs. 

Rule  XXXIX. 

The  simple  monosyllabic  adverbs  are  placed  before 
the  words  to  which  they  belong,  and  aspirate  their 
initials,  if  of  the  aspirable  class  of  consonants,  as  po- 
riiop,  very  or  too  great ;  pap-rhair,  exceedingly  good. 
Oo  and  po,  the  signs  of  the  past  tenses  of  verbs,  aspi- 
rate the  initials  of  the  verbs  in  the  active  voice,  but  not 
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in  the  passive,  as  no  biiail  f  é,  he  struck  ;  t)o  buaileaó 
é,  he  was  struck. 

When  po  is  immediately  preceded  by  the  relative  a,  who  or 
which,  they  combine,  and  become  op,  as  Qóarii  op,  papamap, 
i.  e.  Ó  a  po  papamap,  Adam  from  whom  we  have  sprung ;  áic  i 
n-ap  cuic  Domnall,  i.  e.  i  n-a  po  ruic,  the  place  in  which  Daniel 
fell. 

When  DO  precedes  a  verb  whose  initial  is  a  vowel,  or  p,  it  drops 
the  o  in  the  active  voice,  but  not  in  the  passive,  as  o'  ol  pé,  he 
drank;  o'  piappai j  pé,  he  asked,  or  inquired;  do  h-ólaó,  it  was 
drank ;  oo  piap pai^eaó  é,  it  was  asked.  The  particle  a  is  very 
generally  prefixed  to  the  verbs  cáim,  I  am,  and  oeipim,  I  say,  for 
the  sake  of  euphony  or  emphasis. 

Rule  XL. 

The  adverbs  arh,  erh,  ció,  lomoppa,  Dan,  Din,  Dono, 
Dona,  or  Dom,  laparh,  iDip  or  icip,  on,  rpa,  are  gene- 
rally mere  expletives,  and  are  generally  placed  imme- 
diately after  the  principal  verb  in  the  sentence. 

In  the  Ledbhar  BreaCy  imoppa  is  used  to  translate  the  Latin 
verOj  autem^  and  quidetn  ;  viya,  autetn.  But  Dm  is  sometimes 
used  as  more  than  a  mere  expletive,  for  it  is  employed  to  translate 
the  Latin  ergo, — See  Leab?iar  Breac,  fol.  16,  6,  a,  fol.  17,  a,  a,  and 
fol.  26,  b,  a. 

Rule  XLL 

Compound  adverbs,  particularly  those  formed  from 
adjectives,  are  placed  after  the  nominatives  to  the  verbs 
which  they  qualify,  but  never  placed  between  the  auxi- 
liary and  the  verb  as  in  English;  as  D'eipij  pe  50  moc, 
he  rose  early  ;  ca  pe  Déanca  50  ceapc,  it  is  done  pro- 
perly, not  ra  pé  50  ceapr  Déanca. 
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The  adverbs  apoeac»  in  ;  amac,  out;  flop,  danm  ;  fuop,  up : 
onunn,  aver  ;  email,  hither  ;  riap,  toestfvards  ;  foip,  eaeitvardi^ 
are  always  used  in  connexion  with  verbs  of  motion :  and  ofos» 
within ;  amui^  without,  or  outside;  éuop,  abate;  and  cfof,  beiorVf 
are  used  in  connexion  with  verbs  of  rest^. 

We  have  no  words  in  the  modem  Irish  language  corresponding 
with  the  English  ^ee^  or  no  ;  but  in  the  ancient  language,  naéó, 
mehó  and  ace  are  frequently  used,  without  a  verb,  to  give  a  nega- 
tive answer,  as  Ni  cho,ap  TnacCon^lmoe,  **  No,  said  Mac  Conglinne," 
Leabhar  Breac^  fol.  108 ;  m  ppuie  oun?  ol  TTkielpuain.  Hcich(S, 
o  nihaelpuain,  pep  cpuag  a^iconnaic,  **  a  learned,  art  thou  for 
us  ?  said  Maelruain.  No,  0  Maelruain,  a  poor  man  thou  seest  ;*' 
Cia  poD  na  caipoe  7  op  piat» ;  bliobain,  op  pé ;  NiéiS,  op  fioo ; 
illeich,  op  pé;  ace,  ol  piacc;  caBpcdó  páiéi,  op  pé ;  occ,  ol  pioD; 
cáip&i  CO  Cuan,  op  pé ;  oo  bépup,  op  pmnachca,  *^  What  is  the 
length  of  the  respite?  said  they ;  a  year,  said  he ;  Mf^  said  they; 
half,  said  he ;  «Vo,  said  they ;  grant  a  quarter,  said  he ;  nay,  said 
they ;  grant  a  respite  till  Monday,  said  he ;  it  shall  be  g^ranted, 
said  Finnachta."  F^it.  Mating. 

In  the  modem  language,  in  answering  a  question,  the  same  verb 
used  in  the  question  must  be  repeated  in  the  answer,  as  ajix  laBaip 
pé,  did  he  speak  ?  answer ^  labaip,  or  nfop  laBaip,  he  spoke,  or  he 
spoke  not  But  if  the  question  be  asked  by  an,  whether^  without 
any  verb,  the  negative  answer  will  be  by  nt,  and  the  positive  by  ip, 
as  an  ptop  pin?  ip  pfop ;  nf  plop  ;  Is  that  troe  ?  It  is  true ;  it  is 
not  tme. 


Section  6. — Of  the  Government  of  Prepositions. 

RlTLE  XLII. 

All  the  simple  prepositions  govern  the  dative  or 
ablative  case,  except  ^an,  unthozU^  and  lOip,  between^ 
which  generally  govern  the  accusative  in  the  singular, 

»  See  Chapter  VI. 
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but  not  in  the  plural ;  as  jan  an  r-ajian,  without  the 
bread ;  lOip  an  c-aep  asup  an  c-uipje,  between  the 
sky  and  the  water'. 

Some  Irish  grammarians  write,  that  when  jac,  each^  or  every ^ 
uile,  all,  or  some  such  adjective,  comes  between  the  preposition 
and  the  substantive,  the  preposition  loses  its  influence,  as  oo  labaip 
pé  le  jac  bean  (not  ninaoi)  acu,  he  spoke  to  each  woman  of  them. 
£ut  this  is  colloquial,  and  should  not  be  used  in  correct  gramma- 
tical composition  ;  for  we  have  the  authority  of  the  best  Irish 
writers  for  making  the  preposition  govern  its  object,  even  though 
5ac  intervenes,  as  cloióioiii  noccai^re  in  jac  láirii  leip  (not  m 
jac  láfh),  *'  having  a  naked  sword  in  each  hand,''  Keat.  Hist,, 
p.  148;  pip  jac  cloinn,  "with  each  tribe,"  Id.,  p.  159;  ap  jac 
Dpumj  Dap  jab  cpeiDiom  ó  phábpuij,  •*  of  each  tribe  that  received 
the  faith  from  Patrick/'  Id.,  p.  115. 

Rule  XLIII. 

The  prepositions  a,  or  i,  m,  lap,  after^  pia,  he/ore^ 
and  50,  or  co,  when  it  signifies  icith^  eclipse  the  initials 
of  the  nouns  which  they  govern,  if  of  the  class  which 
admit  of  eclipsis. 

Examples  : — Q  b-Cearripaij,  at  Tara;  1  5-Copcaij,  at  Cork; 
pia  n-bilinn,  before  the  deluge  ;  pé  n-Dul  jup  an  m-baile,  "  before 
going  to  the  town,"  Keat,  Hist.,  p.  147;  lap  j-Caipj,  "after 
Easter,"  /c/.,  p.  160;  co  b-pion  ajup  co  5-copmaim,  "with  wine 
and  beer,'*  uánn.  Four  Mast.,  A.  D.  1587. 

When  a  or  1  is  followed  by  a  noun  beginning  with  I,  m,  p,  the 
preposition  is  amalgamated  with  the  noun,  and  the  consonants  are 
doubled,  as  cirh  peaprana  lUaijnib  co  paiBe  n-a  pporaib  pe 
ceopa  la  7  ceopa  aiDche  ;  **  a  shower  of  rain  /ell  in  Leinster,  so 
that  it  was  in  streams  for  three  days  and  three  nights,"  Annals  of 

•  For  examples  of  the  other  prepositions,  see  the  Etymology, 
Chap.  VII.  Sect.  3. 
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Tiyhernach^  ad  ann,^  p.  693 ;  illairiu  a  éq^ecca,  <*  on  the  day 
of  his  death,"  Book  of  Leinster^  fol.  78,  6,  h  ;  ammuij,  outside, 
lb.  ;  'ppije  n-6penn,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  bo  cuip  ippec- 
caib  bpoc  na  cupaij  pin,  **she  transformed  those  heroes  into  the 
shapes  of  badgers,''  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3.  18.  p.  42 ;  áp  ip  é 
jae  Chamj  a  arap  baoi  illuim  Chopmaic,  **  for  it  was  the  spear 
of  his  father  Tadhg  that  Corraac  had  in  his  hand ;"  immeaóon, 
*'  in  the  middle,''  Vit.  Moling  ;  immacain  Ceramam,  "  on  a  May 
morning,"  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  107;  ip  allaim  m  eppuic  po  pdc- 
baD,  "  it  is  in  the  bishop's  hand  it  was  left,"  /<i.,  ibid. 

Rule  XLIV. 

The  preposition  ap,  on,  oe,  of^  off^  do,  to,  pa,  po, 
or  paoi,  under,  lOip,  between^  map,  like  to,  ó  or  a, 
from,  and  cpé,  through^  cause  aspiration. 

Examples: — (Ji\\  ihullac  un  c-pléiBe,  on  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  ;  5^05  oe  cpann,  a  branch  of  a  tree ;  Do  oaomib,  to 
men;  po,  or  paoi  péin,  under  pain  ;  lOip  peapaib  ajup  mnaiB, 
between  men  and  women,  or  both  men  and  women ;  map  ^ém» 
like  unto  the  sun ;  6  oopcip  50  Dopup,  from  door  to  door ;  cpé 
éeine  ajup  uipce,  through  fire  and  water.  But  ap,  <?w,  in  some 
idiomatical  phrases  and  adverbial  expressions,  and  when  set  before 
verbal  nouns,  causes  eclipsis,  as  ap  o-cúp,  at  first;  ap  m-beic,  on 
being ;  ap  n-oul,  on  going. 

Rule  XLV. 

CI35,  ^^>  5^i  ^^  ^^>  when  it  signifies  to,  and  is  set 
after  verbs  of  motion,  &c.,  le  or  pe,  with,  op,  over  ; 
will  have  the  initial  of  the  noun  which  they  govern  in 
the  primary  form. 

Examples. — Q5  oopap  an  cije,  at  the  door  of  the  house; 
cuaió  pé  50  muUac  an  cnuic,  he  went  to  the  top  of  the  hill;  le 
ceap  r\a  jpéme,  by  the  heat  of  the  sun  ;  opcionn,  over  head  ;  qiiac 
op  qiiarhaib,  chief  over  chieftains. 
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Rule  XLVI. 

5 an,  without,  will  have  either  the  aspirated  or  the 
primary  form  of  the  initial  of  the  noun  which  it  go- 
verns, as  jan  cluai]^,  or  jan  cluaip,  without  an  ear; 
jan  ceann,  or  gan  ceann,  without  a  head. 

Some  writers  prefix  c  to  p  after  this  preposition,  as  jan  r-pliocCp 
"  without  issue/*  ITeat  Hist.y  p.  93  ;  jan  c-pulc,  without  cheer' 
fulness  ;  but  jan  pliocc,  jan  pule,  would  be  equally  correct. 

Rule  XLVII. 

When  the  article  is  expressed,  all  the  simple  prepo- 
sitions, except  Do  and  oe,  jan  and  lOip,  eclipse  the 
initials  of  all  nouns  in  the  singular  number,  but  have 
no  influence  over  them  in  the  plural,  as  ap  an  b-paipgc, 
on  the  sea ;  ap  an  m-baile,  out  of  the  town. 

But  DO  and  De  cause  aspiration  when  preceded  by  the  article, 
except  on  words  beginning  with  o  or  c,  which  retain  their  primary 
sounds;  as  be'n  cpann,  off  the  tree;  Do'n  Baile,  to  the  town ;  oo'n 
cijeapna,  to  the  lord ;  Do*n  oiabal,  to  the  devil ;  and  cause  c  to 
be  prefixed  top,  as  bo'n  c-púil,  to  the  eye;  oo'n  c-pliab,  to  the 
mountain ;  Do*n  c-pluic,  to  the  rod ;  ap  b-pap  Do'n  c-pliocc  po 
Ohpeojam,  **  this  race  of  Breogan  having  increased,"  Keat.Hiat,^ 
p.  50  ;  TTia  capla  oam  Dol  oo'n  c-plige,  if  I  have  happened  to  go 
out  of  the  way. 

This  rule  is  drawn  from  correct  printed  books  and  manuscripts, 
and  holds  good  in  north  Munster ;  but  it  must  be  confessed,  that 
the  present  spoken  language  does  not  agree  with  it  throughout  the 
provinces.  The  author,  observing  this  difference,  has  read  over 
very  carefully  a  copy  of  Keating's  History  of  Ireland,  the  best  he 
has  ever  met  with,  which  was  made  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
by  John  Mac  Torna  O'Mulconry,  and  is  now  in  the  Library  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin.  From  this  manuscript  he  has  extracted 
the  following  instances  of  the  forms  assumed  by  articulated  sub- 

3e 
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itantives  coming  after  oo,  which  sufficiently  establbh  the  nik 
above  given  :— 

Do'n  Baile,  to  the  town,  p.  130. 

t>o»n  Báf  ,  to  death,  p.  98. 

Do»^  5iobta,  of  the  Bible,  p.  92. 

Do'n  Bocc,  to  the  poor  man»  p.  1 19. 

Do'n  ceap,  to  the  stock,  p.  98. 

t)o'n  cineao,  to  the  tribe,  p.  92. 

Do'n  cléipioé,  to  the  cleric,  p.  1 13. 

Do'n  coipp-cWipioc,  to  the  crane-like  cleric,  p.  124. 

Oo'n  épic^  to  the  country,  p.  92, 

Do'n  comóáil,  to  the  meeting,  p.  125. 

Do'n  ball,  to  the  meeting,  ib. 

t>o'n  opaoi,  to  the  Druid,  p.  109. 

Do'h  opuiny,  to  the  people,  p.  145. 

Uo'n  buine,  to  the  person,  p.  98. 

t)6*n  peoil,  of  the  flesh»  pp.  5,  119. 

Do'n  pia6,  to  the  deer,  p.  132. 

Do'n  pip^io,  to  the  true  God,  p.  98. 
t)oVi  piop  plan,  to  the  hale  man,  p.  157. 
t>oVi  F^painjc,  to  France,  pp.  52,  108. 
Oon  ihuoaió^  to  the  swine-herd,  p.  132. 
Do'n  mhuiham,  to  Munster,  p.  120. 
t)o»n  phápa,  to  the  Pope>  p.  111. 
Do»n  plóij,  to,  or  by  the  plague,  p.  133. 
Oo»n  ipobol,  to  the  congregation,  p.  120. 
Do»n  c-paojal,  to  the  world,  p.  144. 
Do*n  c-peipop  mac,  to  the  six  sons,  p.  129. 
t>o>n  c-8láine,  of  the  River  Slaney,  p.  109. 
t>o»n  c-ploic,  to  the  rod,  p.  155. 
l>o*n  c-SuiBne  p,  to  this  Suibhne,  p.  129. 
Do'n  eijeapnQ,  to  the  lord,  pp.  105,  110. 
Oo»n  coipy  pm,  on  that  expedition,  p.  134. 
l)oVi  cobap,  to  the  well,  p.  135. 

The  following  examples»  from  the  same  manuscript,  of  aitictt'^ 
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lated  nouiiB  after  the  prepositions  if»  in  ;  ^up,  to  ;  po,  under;  qiep, 
through ;  6,  from;  op,  on;  Uip,  with;  and  pep,  before^  may  be 
satisfactory  to  the  learner. 

Qp  an  pluáijeoD  pom,  on  that  expedition,  p.  144. 

Po*n  cfp,  about  the  country,  p.  140. 

Jup  an  m-baile,  to  the  town,  p.  147. 

Ip  in  j-coihaiple,  in  the  counsel,  p.  150. 

gup  an  b-pápa,  to  the  Pope,  p.  170. 

Ip  an  3-coTTiDáil,  in  the  assembly,  p.  125. 

]p  m  ^-conaip,  in  the  road,  p.  147. 

Ip  m  ball,  at  the  meeting,  p.  130. 

Ip  in  Dopap,  in  the  door,  p.  130. 

Ip  in  c-paojal,  in  the  world,  p.  150. 

*€an  m-bior,  in  existence,  p.  160. 

'8an  peancup,  in  the  history,  p.  140. 

Ceip  an  b-plápa,  with  the  Pope,  p.  170. 

Ceip  an  j-ceao,  with  the  permission,  p.  167. 

O'n  b-pápa,  from  the  Pope,  p.  170. 

Rep  an  5-cac,  before  the  battle,  p.  144. 

Cpép  oxK  5-ciiip,  through  the  cause,  p.  163. 

Cpép  an  muip  puaió,  through  the  Red  Sea,  p.  131. 

The  following  examples  of  articulated  nouns  coming  after  the 
prepositions  bo,  pop,  ip,  and  lap,  will  illustrate  this  principle  of 
aspiration  after  oo,  and  eclipsis  after  the  rest  of  these  prepositions  : 

l)o'n  choimec  pin,  to  that  cover.  Cor.  Gloss.^  voce  CepchailL 

l)o'n  chom,  to  the  hound,  or  by  the  hound,  /li.,  voce  ÍTI05  6iine. 

Do'n  choipp,  to  the  leg,  Id,^  voce  TTlac. 

Do'n  chuinj,  to  the  yoke,  Id.^  voce  Bppem. 

Do'n  baiTi,  to  the  ox,  Ibid, 

Do'n  pip  pin/  to  that  man,  Id.^  in  voce  QjiiUne,  and  i/eapmac. 

l)o*n  mnai,  to  the  woman,  /c?.,  voce  6main,  and  ÍTluipenD. 

Ip  ainm  bap  oo'n  c-puan,  has  is  a  name  for  sleep,  Id.^  in  voce 

Qoopc. 
Oo'n  caob  cuaió  oo'n  r-ppuch,  on  the  north  side  of  the  stream, 

TTars  of  Turlough,  MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  2.  1.  p.  1. 
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Do'n  cecupc  pi^  bubepra,  of  the  royal  precepts  for  the  future, 

MS.  Trin.  Coll.  Dubl.  H.  3. 18.  p.  539. 
Popr  an  fliji,  on  the  way,  Fita  Moling;  popf  m  cloic,  Leabhar 

Breac,  fol.  107. 
Ip  in  c-penchup  map,  in  the  Senchus  Moti  Ccr.GloBB.^  voce  F^ich> 

Pepb,  and  5*^0. 
Ox^'  in  n^aeioeilj,  in  the  Gaelic,  Id,^  voce  piix 
Qp  m-buam  muUac  po  liiaec  a  cinn  po'n  ^-cloic  g-cpuatb  oa 
pmn  claip  ajup  cabón  ip  in  j-cloic,  do  péip  poipine  ajup  cuma 
a  cmn,  "  the  very  soft  top  of  his  head  having  struck  agaiiut 
the  hard  stone,  it  formed  a  hollow  and  cavity  in  the  stone,  cor- 
responding with  the  form  of  the  head,*'  Life  of  Si.  Declan. 
In  the  counties  of  Kilkenny  and  Tipperary  the  articulated  dative 
or  ablative  is  always  eclipsed  after  be,  do,  and  all  the  simple  pre- 
positions, when  the  noun  begins  with  b,  p,  or  5,  as  oo'n  m-boilei, 
to  the  town ;  ó'n  b-puil,  from  the  blood ;  bo'n  njopc,  to  the  field; 
and  c  is  prefixed  to  p  in  this  situation,  as  o'n  c-púil,  from  the  eye; 
but  aspiration  is  invariably  used  when  the  noun  begins  with  the 
consonants  c  or  p,  as  o'n  choiU,  from  the  wood;  6*n  coip,from 
the  foot ;  ap  an  poll,  out  of  the  hole  ;  not  6'n  5-coill,  6*n  ^-coif, 
op  an  b-poll,  as  in  Thomond.    And  it  should  be  remarked,  that 
aspiration,  not  eclipsis,  of  these  consonants,  in  this  situation,  is  also 
found  in  ancient  manuscripts,  as  6n  chill,  '*  from  the  church/ 
Leabhar  Breac^  fol.  118,  byb;  in  c-o^um  úc  pil  ip  in  cloic  (not 
ip  ill  5-cloic),  "  that  oghum  which  is  in  the  stone,"  Book  ofLein- 
8ter,  fol.  25fb;  pécuioeccbo'ncaé,  "  before  coming  to  the  battle, 
Id,  J  fol.  78,  ft,  b.    And  when  the  noun  begins  with  o  or  c,  it  never 
suffers  any  change,  in  these  counties,  in  the  articulated  dative»  as  ó  " 
a^eapna  (not  6*n  b-ci;^eapna),  from  the  Lord ;  6*r\  boihon  [not 
o'n  n-borhan],  from  the  world. 

In  manuscripts  of  considerable  antiquity,  p  is  eclipsed  bj  ^ 

i  In  a  paper  manuscript  in  the  pyeala  b'lonnpoije  an  pi,  "  on 

possession  of  the  Author,  trans-  his  arrival  in  the  town,  he  sends 

cribed  in  Ulster,  in  1679,  b  is  a  message  to  the  king,"  2Vti«^' 

eclipsed  after  bo,  to,  thus:  Qip  eachtGrtmidheChianskoluiSf^^^ 
rcfeacc  bo'n  m-bcnle  66,  cuipeap 
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after  all  the  simple  prepositions,  when  the  article  is  expressed,  as 
jac  ball  ip  mop  copmailiup  pip  in  c-peilj  ip  ball  puapé,  "  every 
part  which  has  great  resemblance  to  the  spleen  is  a  cold  part,"  Old 
Med.  MS.  A,  B.  1352. 

When  the  article  is  not  expressed,  the  adjective  following 
next  after  the  substantive  is  eclipsed  by  some  writers,  as  ap  a 
ihuinnp  n-bilip  péin,  "  on  his  own  loyal  people, "A'ea/.  ^i«^,  p.  49 ; 
pillioó  pop  a  láirii  n-Deip,  **  to  turn  on  his  right  hand,"  Id,^  p.  70 ; 
50  b-cuj  Scoca  yan  pjéim  nsainn,  **  so  that  he  married  Scota  of 
no  small  beauty,"  Id.,  p.  45;  pe  h-aimpip  n-imcéin,  "for  a  long 
iimey'*  Ann.  Four  Mast,,  A,  D.  1330.  This  eclipsis  is  not,  how- 
ever, observed  in  the  modern  language,  but  aspiration  is  always  used 
in  its  place. 

Rule  XL VIII. 

When  the  relative  is  governed  by  any  of  the  simple 

prepositions,  the  initial  of  the  following  verb  is  eclipsed, 

and  the  subjunctive  mood  of  all  the  irregular  verbs 

must  be  used,  as  o  a  b-puiliO,  from  whom  they  are ; 

o'a  n-t)eacai6  pe,  to  which  he  went. 

But  when  the  following  verb  is  regular,  it  is  used  in  the  in- 
dicative form,  and  the  preposition  only  eclipses  its  initial  in  the 
present  and  future  tenses,  as  le  a  m-buailim,  with  which  I  strike ; 
rpe  a  n^oilpeab,  through  which  I  shall  weep.  The  same  result 
will  take  place,  if  the  preposition  be  understood,  as  Cipbe  ainm 
in  baile  a  m-bioíp  a  cojnarii  a  cipe,  "  Cirbe,  the  name  of  the 
place  in  which  they  used  to  chew  the  cud,"  Cor,  Gloss,,  voce  pemen ; 
CO  h-aipm  a  paibi  Ppiam  h-i  pionemub  loib,  "to  the  place  where 
Priam  was,  in  the  sanctuary  of  Jupiter,"  Book  of  Ballymote,  fol. 
245,  a,  b.  But  when  the  particles  00,  po,  signs  of  the  past  tense, 
come  between  the  relative  and  the  verb,  then  the  verb  is  under  the 
influence  of  the  particles,  and  will  be  aspirated;  as  áic  ap  ruic 
mop  n-Daoine  pop  jac  leir,  "  where  many  persons  fell  on  each 
side,"  Keat.  Hist,,  p.  116;  Qóaiii  op  [6  a  po]  pápamap,  "Adam 
from  whom  we  have  sprung."  But  the  subjunctive  of  the  irregular 
verbs  must  be  used,  and  their  past  tenses  eclipsed  not  aspirated,  as 
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leip  a  n-oeopnao  an  ceampuU  [x>,  *'  by  whom  this  church 
made." — See  p.  233.    This  is  a  most  importaot  rul%  of  which  our 
grammarians  have  taken  no  notice. 

Rule  XLIX. 
Ctnnf,  ap,  jup,  lapf ,  ip,  leip,  pip,  and  cpep,  are 
used  before  the  article,  and  often  before  the  relative  in* 
stead  of  cmn,  a,  ^o,  lap,  i,  le,  pe,  upé^. 

In  old  writings,  |>opy  on,  becomes  popf  in  the  samesituation,  as 
inLeabhar  nah-Uidhri:  Co  cualaeup  po^p  na  nj^bonb  oo 
euapcam  bpora  popp  m  mneom,  '<  so  that  thej  heard  the  noise  of 
the  smiths  striidng  the  glowing  mass  npon  the  anviL"  1,  m,  gene- 
rally becomes  in,  before  the  relative»  as  m  a  b-puil,  **m  whidk 
there  is."  But  the  i  is  often  omitted,  and  the  euphonic  n  only 
retained,  as  'n  a  paiB,  **  in  which  there  was." 

When  a  preposition  ending  in  a  vowel  ia  followed  by  a  word 
banning  with  a  vowel,  an  h  is  inserted,  to  prevent  a  hiatua,  as 
le  h-eojla,  with  fear ;  50  h-Sijipc^  "  to  Egypt/'  Keat.  Htit.^ 
p.  45.  In  the  county  of  Kilkenny  they  say,  in  the  singular,  boVi 
Duine,  to  the  person ;  but  oop  na  baoine,  adding  an  p  to  l>o,  in  tiie 
plural.    But  this  is  local  and  corrupt 

The  simple  prepositions  are  repeated  in  the  ancient  Irish  before 
words  put  in  apposition,  as  oo'n  apo-pUxié,  o'ua  Qinmipech,  *'  to 
the  monarch,  to  the  grandson  of  Ainmire,"  JBaUtle  ofMagh  Batiks 
p.  114; 

oRoic  DO  rhaDg  o'ceaccaig,  do  ri  o  maiHi, 

•*  A  VKJLYVBifar  Tadhg  O'Ebllt,  for  the  Kiwo  of  Hv-Maky." 

^■^Inscription  at  Clonmacnoiie, 
And  the  preposition  is  also  repeated  by  modem  writers  before 
words  which  would  be  in  the  same  case  in  Latin,  as  ci^up  fooipp 
coiccionn  6  peopaiB  ©ipionn  uileoy  peappom,  05  peoponn,  ojup 
a^  maom  2;ac  ollamcni  0106,  **and  there  was  a  general  liberty 
ceded  from  the  men  of  Ireland  to  the  person,  to  the  land,  and  to  the 
property  of  each  ollav  [chief  poet]  of  them.''  JBTeat.  Bistf  p.  125. 

1"  See  Chapter  VIL  Sect.  3. 
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RULB  L. 

The  compound  prepositions  require  a  genitive  case, 
which  is  really  governed  by  the  nouns  with  which  they 
are  compounded»  as  Oo  cum  na  carpac,  to  the  city ;  a 
n-a^aió  mo  rola,  against  my  will;  t>o  peip  pm^Uii 
according  to  rule ;  ap  pon  na  mna,  for  the  sake  of  the 
woman. 


Section  7. — Of  the  Government  of  Conjunctions. 

Rule  LI. 

a.  The  conjunctions  o^up»  andy  no,  or^  couple  the 
same  cases  of  nouns,  and,  unless  the  sense  requires 
otherwise,  the  same  moods  and  tenses  of  verbs ;  as  pip 
ajup  mna,  men  and  women;  buail  ajup  bpip,  strike 
and  break. 

h.  When  two  or  more  adjectives  belonging  to  the 
same  noun  succeed  each  other,  the  conjunction  a^up 
is  often  omitted  altogether,  as  ba  h-05,  aluinn,  ^eana- 
rhail  an  bean  f,  she  was  a  young,  beautiful,  amiable 
woman. 

c.  The  conjunction  apjp,  andy  is  sometimes  used 
in  the  sense  of  as  in  English,  as  map  50  B-puil  com 
Ginbpiopac  ojup  pin  a  n-Oalaib  Gipionn,  *' as  he  is  so 
ignorant  cls  that  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland^** 

Sometimes,  however»  the  o^p  is  omitted  in  this  construction, 
as  com  mop  p in^  so  great  as  that;  but  com  mop  ajup  pin,  would 
be  equally  correct 

1  Keat.  Hist,  p.  7. 
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The  Latin  ac,  aique,  is  sometimes  used  in  the  same  aense,— 
See  p.  320. 

d.  When  acr,  but^  connects  personal  pronouns,  the 
forms  é,  f,  iat>,  follow  it  in  the  modem  language,  as 
nf  paibe  ann  ace  lao  pém,  "there  were  there  but 
themselves." 

But  ancient  writers»  and  even  Keating,  use  the  nominatives  j^ 
f f,  pax>,  after  this  conjunction,  as  ^on  'n-a  5-poéaip  ace  pioo  *n  a 
n-Dff,  **  none  heing  with  them  but  the  two/'  Keat,  Hist.^  p.  109. 

Rule  LII. 

a.  The  conjunctions  nf,  not^  nac  or  noca,  noty  munor, 
unless^  an,  whether ^  50,  thatj  map,  as^  always  require 
the  subjunctive  mood  of  the  verb  substantive,  and  of 
the  irregular  verbs  after  them,  as  nf  puil,  there  is  not ; 
muna  n-t>eacai6,  unless  he  went.  And  they  all  cause 
eclipsis,  except  map  and  nf,  which  always  aspirate. 
Noca  has  this  peculiarity,  that  it  requires  n  before  p, 
instead  of  the  regular  eclipsing  letter  b,  as  noca  n-puil, 
there  is  not. 

b.  The  regular  verbs  having  no  subjunctive  form 
only  suffer  eclipsis,  or  aspiration,  after  those  particles  m 
their  present  and  future  tenses. 

c.  But  when  the  particles  t>o,  po,  or  an  abbreviation 
of  them,  come  between  these  particles  and  the  verb  In 
the  simple  past  tense,  the  initial  of  the  verb  suffers 
aspiration,  and  is  under  the  influence  of  these  particles, 
as  nfp  óibpaic  a  larh  upcap  n-impoill  piarh,  "  his  hand 
never  aimed  an  unerring  shot""." 

"  Book  of  Lismore,  fol.  188. 
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It  should  be  here  remarked,  that  can^  whether^  n(,  not^  Tioca, 
noiy  never  admit  of  the  present  tense  of  the  assertive  verb  if, 
though  they  always  carry  ils  force,  as  an  me  ?  is  it  I  ?  nf  me,  it  is 
not  I ;  noca  n-f  m  aimp ip  f  o^ailcep,  *'  it  is  not  the  time  that  is 
divided,"  Book  ofBallymote^  fol.  171. 

Rule  LIII. 

THá,  ^  and  ó,  since j  are  joined  to  the  indicative 
mood,  and  cause  aspiration,  as  ma  ceilim,  if  I  conceal : 
but  they  never  aspirate  the  present  indicative  of  the 
verbs  cáiin,  I  am^  or  oeipim,  I  say. 

The  particles  ap,  whether j  Do,  or  po,  signs  of  the 
past  tense,  gup,  thatj  ma,  ^  map,  as^  nacap,  that  not^ 
nf,  Tiotj  nfop,  not^  nocap,  not^  and  pul,  before^  cause 
aspiration. — See  pp.  156,  157. 

The  conjunction  ma,  or  lona,  ^^9i,  requires  the  forms  é,  (,  iqd, 
of  the  personal  pronouns  in  the  modern  language,  as  if  peápp  é  loná 
tab,  he  is  better  than  they;  ip  pecqip  é  loná  f,  he  is  better  than  she. 
From  this  it  may  appear  that  the  Erse  grammarians  have  some 
grounds  for  supposing  that  é,  Í,  and  lab,  as  now  used  in  their  dialect, 
are  the  original  nominative  forms  of  these  pronouns,  as  '*  ghabh 
iad  sgeul  de  gach  coisiche,"  for  the  Irish,  ^ab  p lab  (or  ^abaocip) 
pj-eul  De  ^ac  coipi6e,  *<they  asked  information  of  every  pas- 
senger;" **  thug  %  biadh  dhoibh,"  for  the  Irish, ''  ru^  pf  bia6  óóiB, 
^'  she  gave  them  food." — See  Stewart's  Oeelic  Grammar^  2nd  edit, 
pp.  194,  195. 

The  disjunctive  conjunction,  or  negative  adverb  nf,  noty  is 
sometimes  made  to  eclipse  the  initial  of  the  verb  puil,  ts^  and 
pajaim,  I  find,  as  nf  B-puil,  there  is  not;  ni  B-pojoim,  I  find 
not ;  nf  B-puapap,  I  did  not  find.  But  in  John  Mac  Torna 
O'Mulconry's  coi^y  oi  Keating' s  History  of  Ireland^  these  verbs 
are  always  aspirated,  as  ^ióeaó  nf  puaip  am  ap  a  ihopbaó,  '*  but 
he  did  not  get  an  opportunity  to  kill  him,'*  p.  132.  Hac,  ut  non^ 
or  qui  non,  is  pronounced  ná  in  the  south  ol'  Irelandj  and  the 

3f 
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initial  of  the  word  following  it  has  always  its  radical  sound,  aa 
an  cé  nac  B-puaip  aipjeao  na  6p,  he  who  has  not  got  silver  or 
gold,  pronounced  in  the  south  an  cé  ná  puaip  aipjeao  na  op  ; 
and  it  is  sometimes  written  na  in  ancient  manuscripts,  and  even 
by  the  Four  Masters. 

Rule  LIV. 

The  conjunction  Da,  if  always  requires  the  condi- 
tional mood,  and  causes  eclipsis,  as  t)á  m-beiómn,  if  I 
would  be  ;  t)á  j-ceilpioiy»,  if  they  would  conceal. 

This  mood  has  also  the  conjunction  50  frequently  prefixed,  aa 
50  m-buailpinn,  that  I  would  strike ;  but  it  can  be  used  without 
it,  or  any  other  sign  like  the  potential  in  Latin,  as  Guailpinn,  I 
would  strike. 

Rule  LV. 

Na,  when  it  forbids,  requires  the  imperative,  as  the 
Latin  ne  sometimes  does,  as  na  buail,  do  not  strike ; 
na  bpip,  do  not  break;  na  bi,  be  not. 

Qn,  whether^  50,  that,  Da,  if  lap,  after^  map  a, 
where,  muna,  unless^  nac,  not^  and  noca,  not,  cause 
eclipsis. — See  p.  158, 


Section  8. —  Of  the  Government  of  Interjections. 

The  interjection  O,  or  Ct,  governs  the  vocative  case, 
and  always  aspirates  the  initial  of  the  noun,  when  of  the 
aspirable  class,  as  Q  pip  I  O  man !  Q  Ohe !  OGod! 

The  interjection  0  never  appears  in  any  ancient  manuscript, 
but  Q  is  used  in  its  place,  as  Q  achaip  pil  1  nimib,  '<  pater  noster 
qui  es  in  coelis,"  Leahhar  Breac,  fol.  124. 

The  interjection  maipg,  wo^  which  is  in  reality  a 
noun,  is  always  followed  by  the  preposition  Do,  to,  as 
ip  maips  ouic,  wo  to  thee !  or,  alas  for  thee  ! 


PART  IV. 

OF    PROSODY. 


Prosody  consists  of  two  parts ;  the  one  treats  of  the 
true  pronunciation  of  words,  and  the  other  of  the  laws 
of  versification. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OF    PBONUNCIATION. 


Under  this  head  we  have  to  consider  the  accent 
and  quantity  of  Irish  words.  Emphasis,  pause,  and 
tone  belong  to  rhetoric,  or  general  grammar. 


Section  1. —  Of  Accent. 

Accent  is  either  primary  or  secondary. 

The  primary  or  principal  accent  is  that  which  dis- 
tinguishes one  syllable  in  a  word  from  the  rest.  The 
secondary  accent  is  that  stress  which  we  occasionally 
lay  upon  another  syllable  in  the  same  word. 

Rule  I. 
In  all  words  derived  from  monosyllabic  roots,  the 
primary  accent  is  placed  on  the  root ;  and  hence  it  may 
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be  laid  down  as  a  general  principle  that  the  first  long 
Towel»  or  diphthong,  in  a  word  determines  the  primary 
accent,  as  mop,  great;  mópóacr,  majesty;  peap,  a  man, 
peaparhail,  manly  ;  pao^al,  the  world,  pao^alco, 
worldly,  paogalcacc,  worldliness. 

Rule  II. 

Words  of  two  or  three  syllables,  having  the  vowels 
in  two  of  the  syllables  long,  are  accented  on  the  first 
syllable  in  the  north  of  Ireland  ;  but  in  the  south  the 
accent  is  nearly  equal  on  both  syllables,  as  mópán, 
much,  a  great  quantity,— in  which  the  preponderance 
of  the  acccent  is  usually  towards  the  second  syllable, 
when  it  is  not  at  par. 

In  the  north  the  primary  accent  is  on  the  first  syllable^  and  in 
some  counties,  the  second  syllable,  though  long,  is  pronounced  so 
rapidly,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  said  to  have  a  secondary  accent* 
The  correct  general  rule,  however,  is  the  following.  In  the  north 
the  primary  accent  is  on  the  root  of  the  word,  and  the  secondary 
accent  on  the  termination ;  but  in  the  south  the  primary  accent  is 
on  the  termination,  and  the  secondary  accent  on  the  root,  if  short 

It  is  now  difficult  to  account  for  this  difference  of  accent  be- 
tween the  dialects  of  the  northern  and  southern  Irish,  and  perhaps 
equally  difficult  to  determine  which  is  the  more  correct  The 
northern  mode  is  to  be  preferred,  as  more  likely  to  represent  the 
ancient  pronunciation,  and  especially  as  it  so  strongly  marks  the 
root  of  the  word  to  the  ear ;  the  southern  mode,  however,  possesses 
more  euphonic  diversity  of  sounds,  and  is,  therefore,  more  easily 
adapted  to  poetical  numbers.  In  consequence  of  this  radical  dif- 
ference of  the  accent,  the  Irish  songs  and  poems  of  the  last  two 
centuries  cannot  be  generally  appreciated  throughout  Ireland ;  for 
a  native  of  Ulster,  reading  a  Munster  poem,  or  song,  according  to 
his  own  mode  of  accentuation,  imagines  it  to  be  barbarous,  as  every 
line  of  it  grates  on  his  ear ;  and  the  Munstennan  finds  in  the  com- 
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positions  of  the  later  Ulster  poets  (that  is,  such  poems  as  are  set  to 
a  certain  metre,  not  the  oán  bípeac),  nothing  but  harsh  and  un- 
musical syllables.  This  is  only  the  case  with  the  poetry  of  the  last 
two  centuries ;  for  at  the  commencement  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, when  the  poems  called  **  the  Contention  of  the  Bards"  were 
produced,  the  poets  of  Ulster,  Munster,  and  Connaught  wrote  ex- 
actly in  the  same  style  as  to  words  and  terminations,  and  found  no 
difficulty  in  understanding  each  other,  so  that  they  must  have  had 
then  a  fixed  general  language.  But  since  that  period  Irish  scholars, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  have  had  only  a  knowledge  of  one  pro- 
vincial dialect,  as  is  evident  from  the  several  poems,  sermons, 
and  catechisms  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  written  or  pub- 
lished. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  considered  over  visionary  to  conjecture 
that  the  southern  Irish  first  adopted  their  present  mode  of  throwing 
the  accent  on  the  long  termination,  from  their  connexion  with  the 
Spaniards  and  their  knowledge  of  the  classics,  which  they  un- 
doubtedly studied  more  generally  than  the  northerns,  who  were 
more  closely  connected  with  the  Scotch  and  English.  It  is  a 
very  curious  fact  that,  in  English,  the  words  derived  from  the 
Saxon  have  the  accent  generally  on  the  root ;  and  words  borrowed 
from  the  classical  languages  have  it  generally  on  the  termination, 
or  branches ;  as  love,  lóoinf/,  locely,  loveliness ;  here  in  all  the 
derivatives  from  love,  which  is  of  Saxon  origin,  the  accent  is  on 
the  root ;  but  in  harmony,  karmoniouSf  the  derivative  shifts  the 
accent. 

The  following  classes  of  words  are  accented  as  described  in  the 
Eule ;  that  is,  with  the  accent  on  the  first  syllable  in  the  north, 
and  on  the  second  in  the  south  of  Ireland. 

1.  Personal  nouns  in  oip,  or  eoip,  formed  from  verbs  or  nouns; 
as  meallcoip,  a  deceiver  ;  FÍ6^^^óip,  a  weaver  ;  miUceóip,  a  de- 
stroyer ;  peanoip,  an  old  man. 

2.  Personal  nouns  in  aióe,  uióe,  lóe,  and  ije,  derived  from 
nouns;  as  pgéalaióe,  a  story-teller;  cpéaouióe,  a  shepherd ;  íoóe, 
a  physician  ;  aicpi^e,  repentance. 

3.  Adjectives  in  aió, or  ló;  as  eajnoió,  wise;  pmplíó,  simple. 
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4.  Diminutives  in  an.  In,  and  65  ;  as  cnocán,  a  hillock;  ciUin, 
a  little  church;  ouilleó^,  a  small  leaf. 

5.  Nouns  and  adjectives  in  ac ;  as  cailleac,  a  hag ;  cecipac» 
a  plot ;  bpobacy  thievish ;  and  abstract  nouns  in  ace,  as  mallocc; 

6.  Adjectives  in  aihail ;  as  peapaihail»  manly ;  ^eanaihail, 
lovelj.  Words  of  this  termination  are  accented  on  the  second  sylla- 
ble in  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  pronounced  as  if  written  peapáil, 
geonuil. 

7.  Nominatives  plural  of  the  first  declension  in  ai^e ;  as  muU 
lai^e,  iop9^  from  muUac ;  bealai^e,  roadSf  from  bealach  ; 
oplai^e,  incheSf  from  óplac. 

8.  Genitives  singular  feminine  in  ai^e;  as  na  oeaoai^  of  the 
smoke;  na  ^ealai^e,  of  the  moon  ;  na  caiUi^e,  of  the  hag.  In 
many  parts  of  the  south  of  Ireland  this  class  of  genitives  have  the 
primary  accent  decidedly  on  the  last  syllable ;  but  throughout  the 
north  it  is  invariably  on  the  first. 

9.  Nominatives  plural  of  the  second  declension  in  (oe,  or  eaóa; 
as  inpfoe,  or  tnpeaóa,  islands ;  and  also  the  cases  formed  from  it, 
as  inpióiB,  insulis, 

10.  Genitives  singular,  and  nominatives  and  datives  plural  in 
aiiiain,  aihnaib  ;  as  bpeiceonh,  a  judge;  bpeiéeamain,  bpeirecirii- 
naiB.  These  have  decidedly  the  accent  on  the  second  syllable  in 
the  south  of  Ireland,  and  are  pronounced  as  if  written  bpeiriúin, 
bpeiriúnaiB. 

1 L  Nominatives  plural  of  the  fourth  declension  in  oióe,  or 
eaóa ;  as  eapBaóa,  wants ;  p eal^aipeaóa,  huntsmen. 

12.  Verbs  in  t^im,  or  ui^m,  and  their  futures  in  eocoD,  have 
the  primary  accent  on  the  syllables  uíj,  i^,  as  poillpi^m,  I  shew; 
6pDu  151111, 1  exalt;  mfnfsim,  I  explain;  and  on  edc  in  their  futures, 
poiUpeooao,  aipoeocoD,  mfneocao.  But  in  the  passive  participles, 
the  ui^,  or  15,  is  shortened  in  the  south  of  Ireland,  and  the  accent 
reverts  to  the  root,  as  poiUpisre,  ápbui^e,  intnijjce. 

13.  All  terminations  of  the  verb  which  have  along  vowel,  or 
diphthong,  have  the  secondary  accent;  as  ^lanamaoio,  we  cleanse; 
Bpipioip,  they  used  to  break;  b'ópouf^éí,  it  used  to  be  ordered; 
buailíó,  strike  ye ;  eúcaof,  ye  are. 
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Rule  III. 

In  words  derived  from  polysyllabic  roots,  the  pri- 
mary accent  is  generally  on  the  first  syllable  of  the  root; 
and  if  the  next  syllable  contain  a  long  vowel,  it  will 
have  the  secondary  accent. 


Section  2. —  Of  Quantity. 

The  quantity  of  a  syllable  is  that  time  which  is  oc- 
cupied in  pronouncing  it.  It  is  considered  as  long  or 
short. 

General  Rules. 

1 .  A  vowel  is  short  when  it  comes  before  the  fol- 
lowing combined  consonants,  cc,  lb,  Ic,  I5,  II,  nn,  pb, 
pc,  p5,  pr,  as  mallacr,  a  curse  ;  pcolb,  a  splinter ; 
olc,  evil ;  bopb,  fierce  ;  capr,  thirst. 

2.  A  vowel  is  generally  long  in  monosyllables  when 
final,  or  when  closed  by  a  single  consonant ;  as  la,  a  day; 
mi,  a  month  ;  pal,  a  hedge;  ap,  slaughter. 

As  the  diphthongal  sounds  of  the  single  vowels  prevail  over  the 
southern  half  of  Ireland,  it  will  he  necessary  in  this  place  to  point 
out  in  what  situations  they  are  generally  used,  although  they  cannot 
be  considered  strictly  analogical.  These  diphthongal  sounds  of  the 
simple  vowels,  which  so  strikingly  distinguish  the  language  of  the 
southern  from  the  northern  Irish*,  prevail  when  a  monosyllabic 


•  O'Molloy,  in  his  Irish  Gram- 
mar y  pp.  160,  161,  162,  takes 
notice  of  this  peculiar  sound, 
which  he  describes  as  **  inter 
longam  et  brevem."  His  words 
on  this  subject  are  well  worth 
the  attention  of  the  learner : — 
•*  Nota  tamen,  quod  m  raró  nisi 


in  fine  vocuIíb  sit  longa,  vt  in 
cam,  mam ;  imo  raró  hoc  ipso 
effertur  longe,  quia  consonse 
fortes  maxime  finales  sunt  mediae 
quantitatis  in  pronunciatione, 
mediai  inquam,  vt  supra,  inter 
longam,  et  brevem.  Reuoca  in 
mentem,  quod  supra  docuimus 
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word  is  closed  by  the  following  consonants,  and  combinations  of 
consonants,  viz.  6,  6,  3,  U,  m,  nn,  n^  ;  and  in  words  of  two  or  more 
syllables  before  no,  nj,  nc ;  as  loBop,  a  leper  ;  paóopc,  sight  ; 
a^ai6,  the  face ;  ball,  a  member ;  am,  time ;  ponn,  desire ;  reong^ 
slender. 

3.  The  vowels  have  their  short  and  obscure  sounds 
after  long  or  accented  syllablesi  or  when  they  are  final 
in  poUysyllables ;  as  cpóóa,  brave  ;  cuioeacca,  com- 
pany. 

4.  The  diphthongs  ae,  ao,  eo,  eu,  ia,  and  all  the 
triphthongs,  are  always  long. 

5.  Derivatives  and  compounds  follow  the  rules  of 
their  primitives  ;  as  apO,  high  ;  ápoáni  a  hillock  ; 
ápo-pf^,  a  monarch. 

The  exceptions  to  this  rule  are  very  few,  and  must  be  considmd 
provincial ;  as  ip^ipm,  I  lower ;  ipligce,  lowered  ;  ápi>,  high  ; 
aoipoe,  height.  The  latter  should  be  fpltjre,  áipoe,  which  are  the 
forms  used  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 


Special  Rules  fob  the  Quantity  of  simple  Vowels. 

1.  Q  is  always  long  in  the  diminutive  an  ;  as 
cnocan,  a  hillock. 

2.  In  the  terminations  ac  and  Da,  or  6a,  ua,  or  ra, 
of  adjectives,  nouns,  or  participles,  and  at  the  end  of  all 
dissyllables  and  polysyllables,  the  a  is  always  short ;  as 


de  quantitate  sjllabss,  vulgó  píne, 
quam  dixi  triplicem,  nempe  Ion- 
gam,  breuem,  et  mediam,  vidgó 
pabo,  ^eapp,  et  meabhonach ; 
hinc  longa  linea  ponitur  supra 
bap,  pop,  &c,  sine  qua  forent 
breues,  vt  bap,  pop,  supra  quae 
nulla  apponitur  linea  designans 
quantitatem  longam,  vel  mediam ; 


veriim  media  quantitas  denotata 
per  lineam  non  adeo  longam  su- 
per impositam  medio  quodam 
tractu  effertuTy  non  sicut  longs 
vel  breuis,  sed  breuius  quam 
longa,  et  longiús  quam  breuis» 
vt  cdinc,  ^éall,  x>6nx\j  f^oi^S» 
de  quibus  adhuo  redibit  sermo." 
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papac,  a   wilderness ;    cpóóa,  brave  ;    cuioeacca,  a 
company. 

3.  6  and  i  final  are  short  In  all  dissyllables  and 
polysyllables  not  compounded  of  two  or  more  words ; 
as  Duine,  a  man  ;  plánuijre,  saved ;  cuilli,  a  flood. 

4.  1  before  5,  followed  by  a  vowel,  Is  long ;  as  plije, 
a  way ;  olige,  or  Dlíjeaó,  a  law  ;  and  particularly  in 
verbs,  as  poillpi5im,  I  Illume.  But  it  is  short  In  the 
south  of  Ireland,  when  the  5  Is  followed  by  a  consonant ; 
as  poillpijre,  Illumined  ;  opouijre,  ordered. 

5.  1  is  always  long  In  the  diminutive  termination 
in  ;  as  cnuicin,  a  little  hill ;  coillin,  a  little  wood ;  pipin, 
a  manikin. 

6.  O  Is  always  long  in  the  diminutive  termination 
05 ;  as  DuilleÓ5,  a  leaf.  It  Is  also  generally  long  In  the 
northern  half  of  Ireland,  before  5  followed  by  a  vowel 
or  a  liquid ;  as  pojlaim,  learning ;  cojaim,  I  choose. 

But  in  the  south  of  Ireland  O  has  its  diphthongal  sound  in  this 
situation. 

7.  U  Is  always  long  before  5 ;  as  ujjoap,  an  author. 

Rules  for  the  Quantity  of  Diphthongs. 

The  diphthongs  ai,  ea,  ei,  10,  lu,  01,  ui,  are  some- 
times long  and  sometimes  short^.  All  the  rest  are  inva- 


*»  O'Molloy  says  that  no  cer- 
tain rule  can  be  laid  down  for 
the  pronunciation  of  these  diph- 
thongs :  "Ileliquai  biuocales  ali- 
quando  sunt  breues,  aliquando 
longae,  interdum  mediae ;  adeoque 
firmam  non  habent  regulam,  sed 


reguntur  vsu  et  authoritate," — 
Grammatical  ^c,  p.  229. 

His  remarks  on  the  middle 
quantity  of  the  vowels,  which  is 
not  now  recognized  in  Connaught 
or  Ulster,  are  well  worth  atten- 
tion :  '^  Syllaba  quantitatis  medi» 
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riably  long.     The  following  special  rules  will  assist  the 
learner : 

1.  Qi  is  always  short  in  the  terminations  aip, 
aipe,  of  personal  nouns,  as  bparaip,  a  brother ;  peal- 
^aipe^  a  huntsman.  It  is  long  in  the  terminations  aio, 
ai6e,  ai^^e,  as  rpeaOame,  a  shepherd ;  na  ^ealai^e, 
of  the  moon. 

2.  In  most  modem  Irish  manuscripts  and  printed 
books,  the  diphthong  ea,  when  long,  is  written  en,  as 
geup  for  scap,  peup  for  peap. 

This  is  an  improvement  on  the  ancient  orthography,  as  it  ren- 
ders the  quantity  certain,  for  when  this  is  adopted,  eu  is  always 
long,  and  ea  always  short,  as  peup,  grass,  peap,  a  man;  whereas 
if  hoth  were  written  peap,  or  pfp,  as  in  the  ancient  manuscripts,  it 
would  he  difficult  to  know,  except  from  the  context,  which  word 
was  intended.  It  is  impossihle  to  lay  down  any  certain  rule  to  de- 
termine when  ea  is  long  or  short  in  ancient  writings,  except  Úts 
general  rule  already  given  at  p.  407.  But  céacca,  and  a  few  others, 
hefore  cc,  are  to  he  excepted  from  that  rule.  When  ea  is  followed 
hy  pp,  the  e  is  short  and  the  a  long,  as  ^eápp,  short,  peápp, 
hetter ;  hut  the  numher  of  words  in  which  this  sound  occurs  is 
very  few. 

3.  6i,  in  genitives  from  ia  and  eu,  or  ea  long,  is 
long,  as  pian,  a  track,  gen.  péin  ;  peup  or  peap,  grass, 
gen.  péip^.  But  ei  in  genitives  coming  from  ea  short, 
is  always  short,  as  ppeile,  from  ppeal,  a  scythe ;  peille, 
from  peall,  treachery;  Deils,  from  oealj;,  a  pin,  a 
thorn. 

nullam  praecedit  consonam  sim-  CrrammaHca,  c^.,  p.  231. 

plicem,  seil  vulcam  praeter  solam  ®  From  this  is  to  be  excepted 

TO.     Casterum  lectio  Authorum  the  ffenitive  of  pcion,  a  knife, 

et  Ysus  te  docebit,  quae  Bomanis  which  is  short,  both  in  Ireland 

procul  positis  non  occurrunf —  and  Scotland,  as  pceine  or  peine. 
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Before  the  consonants  enumerated  in  Rule  1,  p.  407,  ei  is  short 
in  the  northern  half  of  Ireland,  but  has  a  peculiar  sound  in  the 
south,  already  explained  in  the  orthography. 

4.  Go  is  always  long,  except  in  about  six  words,  as 
already  stated  in  the  Orthography. — See  p.  21. 

5.  lo  is  always  short  before  the  consonants  enume- 
rated in  Rule  1,  p.  407,  except  cc.  Before  single  con- 
sonants it  is  sometimes  long  and  sometimes  short,  as  p^op, 
true  (long),  pmiop,  marrow  (short),  ciop,  rent  (long), 
piop,  knowledge  (short). 

6.  1u  is  long  and  short  in  similar  situations,  as  Diul- 
caó,  to  renounce,  or  deny ;  pliucaó,  to  wet ;  cpiup, 
three  persons.  It  is  always  long  when  ending  a  syllable 
and  before  I  and  ip,  and  single  consonants,  and  short 
before  the  combinations  of  consonants  enumerated  in 
Rule  1,  p.  407. 

7.  Oi  is  always  short  before  the  consonants  enume- 
rated in  the  rule  just  referred  to,  but  always  long  in 
the  terminations  of  personal  nouns  in  oip,  as  meallcoip, 
a  deceiver;  olijeaooip,  or  olijreoip,  a  lawyer.  It  is 
long,  but  with  the  accent  on  i,  in  the  terminations  oióe, 
oije,  as  cpoióe,  a  heart. 

8.  Ui  is  short  before  the  consonants  enumerated  in 
Rule  1,  p.  407.  It  is  always  long  in  the  terminations 
uióe,  ui^e. 
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CHAPTER  n. 


OF  VEBSIFICATION. 


Versification  is  the  arrangement  of  a  certain 
number  and  variety  of  syllables  according  to  g^iven 
laws,  which,  in  the  Irish  language,  are  very  peculiar  and 
mechanical. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  verse  in  Irish,  viz.,  JDan 
Direachs  Oglachas,  and  BruiUngeacht. 


Section  1. — O/DanDireach  Verse. 

We  are  here  to  consider,  first,  the  requisites  of  Dan 
Direach  verse  in  general,  and  then,  its  several  kinds  or 
species. 

In  Dan  Direach,  or  direct  metre,  there  are  seven 
requisites%  viz.,  Ist,  a  certain  number  of  syllables  in 
each  line ;  2nd,  four  lines  in  each  quatrain ;  3rd,  Con- 
cord ;  4th,  Correspondence ;  5th,  Termination ;  6th, 
Union ;  7th,  Head*". 


•  Of  the  difficTilty  of  compos- 
ing Dan  Direachy  or  Rann  Di- 
reachy  O'Molloy,  who  calls  it  in 
Latin  Metrum  rectum^  writes 
thus :  *'  Maxime  autem  de  Metro, 
omnium  qu»  unquam  vidi,  vel 
sudiui,  ausim  dicere,  quae  sub 
sole  reperiuntur,  difficillimo," 
&c. — Grammatica  Latino-Hiber- 


nicOf  p.  144.  At  page  156  he 
gives  seven  rules,  to  assist  the 
poet  in  composing  this  mechani- 
cal kind  of  verse. 

^  A  writer  in  the  Antkolcffia 
Hibemicay  for  Maj,  1793,  vol.  L 
p.  346,  in  noticing  the  works  of 
Dr.  O'Molloy,  has  the  foUowing 
remarks  upon  this  subject : — 
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To  these  may  be  added  an  eighth,  not  because  it  is  always  ne- 
cessary, but  because  it  is  often  used,  namely,  Urlann^  of  which 
we  shall  speak  in  its  proper  place. 

Here  it  should  be  remarked,  that  of  the  seven  requisites  above 
enumerated,  the  first  four,  to  wit,  number  of  lines,  number  of  syl- 
lables, concord,  and  correspondence, — are  indispensable  in  every 
kind  of  Dan  Direach ;  but  not  so  the  three  last  mentioned,  which  are 
required  only  in  particular  kinds.  Thus  the  major  and  the  minor 
termination  are  indispensable  only  in  the  species  commonly  called 
Deibhidhe  ;  Union,  in  Rannaigkeacht  mhor  and  CasWiairn ;  and 
Head,  in  Rannaigheacht  hheag  and  Seadna  only. 

1.  The  number  of  syllables  in  a  line  varies  accord- 
ing to  the  kind  of  verse,  as  shall  be  presently  shown. 

2.  A  quatrain,  called  Rann  iomlan  by  the  Irish, 
consists  of  two  couplets  or  four  lines.  The  first  couplet 
of  a  rann  is  called  by  the  Irish  Seolad/i,  or  the  leading  ; 
the  second  is  called  Comhadj  or  the  closing.  Every  ; 
rann  or  quatrain  must  make  perfect  sense  by  itself, 
without  any  dependence  on  the  next;  nay,  the  first 
couplet  may  produce  a  perfect  sense  without  any  depen- 
dence on  the  second. 

3.  CoJicord^   or  Alliteration^   called  by  the    Irish 


"  The  Irish  poets  seem  to  me 
to  have  absurdly  imitated  the 
Greeks  in  the  name  and  variation 
of  their  metrical  feet,  &c.  The 
northerns  were  equally  addicted 
with  the  Irish  to  this  mechanical 
poetry.  The  Scalds  transposed 
the  words  of  their  songs  so 
strangely  and  artfully,  as  to  be 
quite  unintelligible  but  by  their 
own  order,  &c."  The  author  of 
this  article,  who  subscribes  him- 
self D.,  is  believed  to  be  Dr.  Led- 
wich  ;   but  the  opinion  he  ex- 


presses, viz.,  that  the  Irish  poets 
imitated  the  Greeks  in  the  name 
and  variation  of  their  metrical 
feet,  receives  no  suj)port  from 
any  thing  to  be  found  in  O'Mol- 
loy's  Irish  Prosody, — the  work 
which  he  is  reviewing  in  the 
article  referred  to..  Indeed  the 
very  contrary  appears  from  all 
the  rules  which  O'Molloy  gives 
for  the  three  principal  kinds  of 
verse  which  were  in  use  among 
the  ancient  Irish. 
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Uainij  requires  two  words  (of  which  neither  can  be  a 

preposition  or  particle),  in  each  line,  to  begin  with  a 

vowel,  or  with  the  same  consonant. 

Example : 

Uptall  cxxp  6eapBa  na  ppeaB  feon. 
Cap  elf  laochpai6e  Caij^eon, 
Co  cuan  clappuinn  mo  cpoióe, 
Co  flua^  6luinn  Oppoioe. 

aSeerin. 

In  the  first  line,  ifieah  and  peon  form  a  concord,  both  beginning 
with  the  same  consonant,  p;  in  the  second,  laochpaioe  and 
&aij;ean ;  in  the  third,  cuan,  cUzp,  and  cpoi6e  ;  and  in  the  fourth, 
áluinn  and  Oppoioe,  form  a  concord,  as  both  begin  with  a  voweL 

Concord  is  of  two  kinds,  proper  and  improper.  The 
former,  called  Fior-ummj  is  where  the  last  two  words 
of  a  line  begin  with  a  vowel  or  the  same  consonant^  as 
in  the  first  two  lines  of  the  quatrain  just  quoted. 

The  improper  concord  is  when  the  words  so  begin- 
ning are  not  the  last  two  in  the  line.  But  here  note, 
that  what  the  ancient  Irish  called  an  larmhearla^  i.  e. 
the  article^  possessive  pranauih  adverb,  prepositien,  or 
canjunciwrij  coming  between  any  two  words,  neither 
forms  nor  hinders  a  concord. 

The  proper  concord  can  be  used  for  the  improper, 
and  vice  versa,  in   every  line   except  the  third  and 

fourth,  in'  which  the  proper  concord  is  indispensably 
necessary. — See  O'Molkff's  Grammatical  ^.,  p.  155. 

Aspiration,  eclipsis,  or  the  intervention  of  any  adventtiioiia 
letter,  does  not  prevent  a  concord,  except  in  the  following  instances : 

When  p  is  aspirated,  it  makes  a  concord  with  p,  as  aomaim 
ÓUIC  mo  peacaó  pém  ;  where  the  p  in  peacaó,  and  the  p  in  péin, 
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make  a  concord.  But  when  the  p  is  aspirated,  it  has  no  sound, 'and 
therefore  is  not  taken  into  consideration,  but  the  concord  is  observed 
with  the  succeeding  letter,  as  rajaip  leam,  a  pluir  Bipne  ;  where 
the  I  in  leam,  and  the  I  in  plair,  form  an  improper  concord,  the  p 
being  altogether  disregarded.  Likewise  in  the  line,  cajaip  leam, 
a  plair  6ipe ;  the  I  in  plair,  and  the  I  in  61  pe,  form  a  proper  con- 
cord. 

Initial  p,  followed  by  a  vowel  or  a  consonant,  does  not  concord 
with  p,  unless  it  be  followed  by  a  vowel  or  the  same  consonant ; 
thus  pa  will  form  a  concord  with  po,  pu,  but  not  with  pb,  pc,  po, 
or  P5  ;  and  pb  will  only  concord  with  pb,  pc  with  pc,  and  so  of  all 
the  other  combinations.  In  like  manner,  cp  concords  with  cp  only, 
as  an  cpuil,  an  cpolaip. 

4.  Correspondence^  called  in  Irish  Comharda.  This 
has  some  resemblance  to  rhyme,  but  it  does  not  require 
the  corresponding  syllables  to  have  the  same  termina- 
tion as  in  English  rhyme. 

To  understand  it  perfectly,  the  following  classification  made  of 
the  consonants,  by  the  Irish  poets,  must  be  attended  to  : 

1.  S,  called  by  the  bards  the  queen  of  consonants,  from  the 
peculiarity  of  the  laws  by  which  it  is  aspirated  and  eclipsed^. 

2.  Three  soft  consonants,  p,  c,  r^. 

3.  Three  hard,  b,  5,  d. 

4.  Three  rough,  p,  c,  r. 

5.  Five  strong,  II,  m,  nn,  ny,  pp. 

6.  Seven  light,  b,  ó,  5,  m,  I,  n,  p. 


^  See  O'Molloy's  Grammatica 
Latino- Hibernica^  p.  36,  where  he 
writes  :  "  S  consonarum  penul- 
tima  omniumque  facile  Regina, 
accrescit,  pra;iigi(jue  potest  cui- 
libet  nedum  vocali,  verum  etiam 
consonai  in  hoc  idiomate ;  ita 
vt  nulla  earn  recuset,  adeoque 
omnium  dicitur  vniversalissima 
cunctarum  scilicet  singularum- 
que  ductrix,  &c." — See  also  pp. 


160,  219.  The  consonant  p, 
however,  is  called  the  meretrix 
by  others,  because  it  so  readily 
unites  with  the  other  consonants ; 
but  properly  speaking,  it  is  a 
mere  sibilant,  and  not  at  all  en- 
titled to  the  high  dignity  given 
it  by  the  bards. 

<*  Nothing,  however,  is  more 
certain  than  that  the  Irish  poets 
are  wrong  in  styling  p,  c,  c,  soft 
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The  Irish  poets  teach  that  the  consonants  exceed  each  other  in 
power  and  strength,  according  to  the  above  classification.  Thej 
assert  that  p  is  the  chief,  or  queen,  of  all  consonants.  Next  after 
it  they  rank  the  three  soft  consonants,  p,  c,  c,  which  exceed  the 
succeeding  classes  in  force  or  strength  ;  likewise  that  the  hard 
consonants  excel  the  rough  consonants,  and  the  strong  the  light 
ones,  which  are  reckoned  the  meanest  and  feeblest  of  all  the  con- 
sonants.— See  O^Molloy's  Grammatical  Sfc,^  p.  160. 

Correspondence  is  of  two  kinds,  perfect  and  broken. 

Perfect  correspondence,  which  is  sometimes  equal  to 
perfect  rhyme  in  English,  consists  in  the  agreement  of 
two  words,  the  last  in  two  lines  of  poetry,  in  vowels  and 

consonants  of  the  same  class. 

Example  : 

O  6heapba  co  Sláme  poip, 
Cum  cptce  Cloinne  Copjpoij, 
Sloj  óheannrpaige  na  j-ciab  y-cam, 
Qn  pian  peabcuióe  pulmall. 

O'lleerin, 

In  this  quatrain  poip  and  Copjpoij  form  a  correspondence,  both 
agreeing  in  vowels,  and  ending  with  a  consonant  of  the  sixth  class 
p  and  ^,  which  are  light  consonants.  And  the  words  j-cam  and 
ihall  also  correspond  in  vowels  and  consonants,  the  one  ending 
in  m  and  the  other  in  U,  which  are  of  the  fifth  class. — See  Table. 

Broken,  or  imperfect,  correspondence  is  the  agree- 
ment of  two  words,  the  last  in  two  lines  of  poetry,  in 
vowels  only,  without  any  regard  to  consonants. 

consonants,  and  b,^,  o,  ^rtr</ con-  the  second  and  third  classes  are 

sonants,  for  the  latter  class   arc  misnamed,  and  that  I,  n,p,  which 

undoubtedly  the  soft. — See  the  are  liquids,  should  not,  from  the 

Orthography,  pp.  2,  59,  60.  The  nature  of  articulate  sounds,  be 

entire  classification  is  pretty  cor-  classed  with  5,  ó,  ^,  rii. — See  the 

rect,  and  founded  on  the  nature  Orthography,  page  2,  et  sequen^ 
of  articulate  sounds,  except  that 
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This  kiad  of  correspondence  allows  that  one  word  may  end  in 
a  vowel  and  the  other  in  a  consonant,  as  ba  and  blap,  cap  and 
rlacc ,  also  aoi  and  aoip,  blaoipj  and  baoip. — See  G*Molloy*8 
Grammatica  Latino- Hibernica,  p.  165. 

5.  Termination^  or  Rinn^  requires  that  the  last 
word  in  the  second  and  fourth  lines  of  a  quatrain  should 
exceed  that  of  the  first  and  third  by  one  syllable. 

Thus,  if  the  first  line  end  in  a  word  of  one  syllable,  the  second 
must  end  in  a  word  of  two ;  and  if  the  third  line  should  end  in 
a  word  of  two  syllables,  the  fourth  must  be  of  three  syllables. 
The  first  is  called  Jtinn,  or  the  minor  termination ;  the  second, 
Airdrinn,  or  major  termination.  This  additional  syllable  in  the 
Airdrinn  does  not  affect  the  correspondence.  The  following  ex- 
amples from  O'Dugan's  Topographical  Poem  will  illustrate  the 

foregoing : 

Cpiallom  Ó  6hoipce  beanóaij, 

Ip  Ó  ChuQjljne  chpicleanoaij, 

O  TTIui^  Rach  ppaoch  na  pala, 

*S  6  cac  laoch  O'  Cabpaóa. 

O  t)un  Da  leach  jlap  na  leano, 
CIp  Í  P^j-peleaj  Gipeann, 
Jan  pajail  ap  m'aipe  ann 
6aile  ap  palaó  cpé  Cholam. 

In  the  first  of  these  quatrains  it  will  be  observed  that  becmoaij, 
the  last  word  in  the  first  line,  is  exceeded  by  one  syllable  by  cpic- 
leanoaij  in  the  second  line,  and  pala,  the  last  word  of  the  third 
line,  by  ^abpaóa.  Also,  in  the  second  quatrain,  6ipeanD,  the  last 
word  of  the  second  line,  exceeds  lean»,  the  last  word  in  the  first 
line,  by  one  syllable,  as  does  Cholam,  the  last  word  of  the  fourth 
line,  exceed  ann,  the  last  word  of  the  preceding,  by  one  syllable. 
Plere  note  that  a  compound  word  may  be  admitted  to  form  an 
Airdrinn,  as  cpic-leanoaij,  in  the  second  line  above  quoted  ;  also 
all  enclitics,  as  pa,  pe,  po,  pin,  poin,  pan,  pi,  peo,  ne,  pap,  an,  5lé, 
po,  up,  and  all  adjectives  that  can  be  placed  before  their  nouns, 
are  allowed  by  the  poets  to  form  this  termination. 

3  H 
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6.  Union,  or  Uaithne^  is  nearly  the  same  with 
Correspondence,  except  that  the  same  vowels  are  not 
required  in  each  place ;  and,  in  polysyllables,  it  is  only 
necessary  that  they  agree  in  class,  as  abba,  biobba  ; 
mrhe,  ooirhne ;  oprhaille,  peanpoise ;  but  the  nearer 
they  agree  the  better.  A  syllable,  however,  with  a 
broad  vowel  cannot  form  a  union  with  one  having  a 
small  vowel,  as  lag  and  I15. 

This  agreement  generally  takes  place  between  the  last  word  in 
the  first  and  third  lines,  and  some  word  in  the  middle  of  the  second 
and  fourth,  as  in  the  following  example : 

Qen  bean  oob*  áille  ^né 

Do  conaipc  me, — mipoe  óúinn, — 

Qp  bpuac  inbip  na  n-eiyne  m-ban, 

Q5  nije  a  lain  'p°5  copnao  cuil. 

pole  bualac,  coinnleac,  cam, 

55ac  lúb  ann  ap  li  an  oip, 

^puaiD  li-j^eal  ó  n-oeallpui  jeann  jpian, 

t)o  claoi  mo  ciall,  pac  mo  bpom. 

Owen  (y Donnelly» 
In  these  lines  the  reader  will  observe  a  kind  of  chime,  or  vowel 
rhyme  between  the  words  underlined,  jné  and  me  ;  ban  and  lam ; 
cam  and  ann  ;  jpian  and  ciall. 

7.  Head^  or  ceann,  is  the  monosyllabic  word  which 
concludes  the  second  and  fourth  lines  of  a  quatrain  in 
that  kind  of  verse  called  Seadna. 

As  the  words  lonn  and  b-pionn,  in  the  following  quatrain  :— 
Oijpe  Chacaoip,  cionn  a  cmió, 
lonmuin  linne  51Ó  é  lonn, 
6pacac  aije  na  5-CU15  j-coijeaó 
Cachac  óijpeap  uip  na  b-pionn. 
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8.  Another  requisite  in  Dan  Direach  is  that  called 
Amus.  It  is  nearly  the  same  as  an  imperfect  corres- 
pondence, except  that  it  requires  an  equal  number  of 
syllables  in  the  words  which  correspond. 

Example : 

má'p  oaonnacc  oealbcap  *pan  oán, 
nia'p  oealb,  no  laocpaéc,  no  lúr, 
l)o  nop  jac  mic  poiihip  pij, 
T^eic  a  jnioih  nf  ooilij  oún. 

Some  make  an  amus  between  a  and  e ;  but  seldom.  O'MoUoy 
considers  it  incorrect.  In  a  short  syllable  01  will  make  an  amies 
with  ai,  or  ui  short,  because  they  have  nearly  the  same  sound,  as 
qioij  and  plair. 

The  principal  species  of  Dan  Direach  verse  chiefly 
in  use  among  the  Irish  poets  are  the  five  following, 
namely,  Deibhidhe^  Seadna,  Rannaigheacht  mhor, 
Rannaigheacht  bheag^  and  Casbhairn. 

l.—  O/Deibhidhe. 

The  principal  requisites  which  distinguish  this  kind 
of  verse  from  others  is,  that  the  first  and  third  line  of 
each  quatrain  end  with  a  minor  termination,  and  the 
second  and  fourth  with  a  major  termination.  It  re- 
quires also  seven  syllables  in  each  line,  with  correspon- 
dence, concord,  and  union,  which  must  all  be  perfect  in 
the  last  couplet. 

Example  : 

Ojlac  00  bf  aj  ITluipe  ihóip 
Nac  o-cuj  eireac  'na  h-on6ip, 
Ceip  nap  b'ail  Do'n  uile  ban 
Qmain  ace  Hluipe  marcip. 
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In  thÍB  quatrain  will  be  observed  the  following  requisHes : 
1.  Every  line  consists  of  seven  syllables,  for  in  the  first  line  the  a 
in  05  is  elided,  as  coming  immediately  after  bt.     2.  The  last  word 
of  the  second  line  exceeds  the  last  word  of  the  first  line  bj  ozie 
syllable,  which  is  the  Airdrinn^  or  major  termination.    3.  In  the 
first  line  the  words  TTluipe  and  moip  form  a  concord,  or  allitera- 
tion ;  and  in  the  second  line  the  words  eiceac  and  h-ondip,  form  a 
concord,  both  beginning  with  a  vowel,  the  h  not  being  taken  into 
account,  as  it  is  adventitious,  not  radical  in  the  word.    4.  The 
words  ih6ip  and  onóip  form  a  correspondence,  or  agreement  of 
vowels  and  consonants.    In  the  first  line  of  the  second  couplet 
there  is  a  concord  formed  by  the  words  B'ail  and  uile,  as  both 
begin  with  vowels,  for  B  is  not  taken  into  account,  it  being  an  ab- 
breviation of  the  verb  ba,  or  bu6,  fv<i».    Again,  in  the  last  couplet 
the  word  maéap  exceeds  ban  by  a  syllable,  and  these  words  agree 
in  vowels  and  class  of  consonants,  n  and  p  being  of  the  sixth  class, 
or  light  consonants.    Also  the  words  B'ail  and  ban  form  a  union, 
or  vowel  rhyme,  and  the  same  is  formed  by  ITluipe  and  uile. 

2.-0/  Seadna. 

Seadna  requires  eight  syllables  in  the  first  and  third 
lines  of  each  quatrain,  and  seven  syllables  in  the  third 
and  fourth  ;  also  that  the  first  and  third  lines  should 
end  in  a  word  of  two  syllables,  and  the  third  and  fourth 
in  a  word  of  one  syllable,  which  is  called  by  the  Irish 
Braighe. 

It  is  therefore  nearly  the  reverse  of  Deibhidhe  in  the  termina- 
tion, or  rinn.  Every  second  and  fourth  line  form  a  perfect  corres- 
pondence, which  sometimes  amounts  to  perfect  rhyme,  and  every 
first  and  third  may  either  make  a  perfect  or  imperfect  one,  as 

6uime  na  b-pileaó  puil  l^uopcac, 
Cap  ppeiih  Chuinn  do  connaini  piob, 
6a  niemic  piam  anqiom  oppa, 
O'Qlqiom  cliap  ip  uppa  lao. 
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pine  Ruapcac,  pío^paió  Chonnacc, 
Q  j-clu  uara  ap  peaó  jac  f  uinn, 

"Hi  h-ionjnaó  jeall  aca  uaióe, 
Slaca  ip  peapp  do  cuaine  Chuinn. 

Clothruaidhe  C/Hussey, 

In  these  quatrains  the  monosyllables  piao  and  ia&,  puinn  and 
Chuinn,  form  perfect  correspondences,  which  happen,  in  these  in- 
stances, to  amount  to  perfect  rhyme,  although  perfect  correspon- 
dence is  not  always  necessarily  perfect  rhyme,  for  the  consonants 
need  agree  in  class  only,  as  we  have  already  seen.  Also  the  dissyl- 
lables Ruapcac  and  oppa,  Chonnacc  and  uaióe,  form  an  imperfect 
correspondence.  It  will  be  seen  also,  that  concord,  or  alliteration,  is 
observed  throughout,  as  by  b-pileaó  and  puil,  in  the  first  line;  by 
Chuinn  and  connaiiii,  in  the  second ;  by  ancpom  and  oppa,  in  the 
third,  both  beginning  with  a  vowel,  as  prescribed  by  the  rule  for 
Concord ;  by  alqiom,  uppa,  and  lao,  in  the  fourth.  Also,  in  the 
second  quatrain,  by  Ruapcac  and  piojpaió,  in  the  first  line ;  by 
peaó  and  puinn,  in  the  second  ;  by  h-ionjnao,  aca,  and  uai6e,  in 
the  third ;  and  by  cuaine  and  Chuinn,  in  the  fourth. 

O'Molloy  mentions  but  one  kind  of  Seadna,  but  other  writers 
notice  three  kinds  ;  first,  the  common  Seadna^  which  is  that 
already  described ;  second,  the  Seadna  mlior ;  and  third,  the 
Seadna  mlieadUonach.  The  Seadna  mhor  differs  from  the  com- 
mon in  this  only,  that  every  couplet  ends  in  a  word  of  three  sylla- 
bles, as  in  this  example  : 

l)'piop  cojaiD  coTtiailceap  píorcáin, 
Secn-pocal  nac  pápui  jceap  ; 
Nf  pajann  píó  ace  peap  pojla, 
Peaó  6anba  na  m-bán-poicpeoó. 

T,  D.  O'Higgin. 

.  In  the  Seadna  mheadhonach^  the  first  and  third  lines  end  with 
words  of  three  syllables ;  and  the  second  and  fourth  with  words 
of  two,  as  in  this  example  : 
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Peápp  f illeaéi  na  folm  neaihóaióe» 
Oo  nirf  op  leapéaiB  Imne» 
Tílaip^  oo  ^eiB  on  j;l6ip  n-eoDOOpBaió, 
Oi6e  cqi  Bpea^-palmaiB  binne. 

Anon, 


3. —  Of  the  Verse  called  Rannaigkeachi. 

Of  this  there  are  two  kinds,  Rannaigkeachi  tnhor 
and  Rannaigkeachi  bkeag. 

Rannaigkeachi  mkor  requires  seven  syllables  in 
each  line,  and  every  line  to  end  with  a  word  of  one 
syllable.  It  is  also  necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
perfect  correspondence  between  the  last  words  of  the 
second  and  fourth  lines  of  each  quatrain,  but  not  be- 
tween the  last  word  of  the  first  and  third ;  but  it  re- 
quires a  unioUy  or  vowel  rhyme,  between  some  word  in 
the  first  line  and  another  in  the  second. 

Example  : 

Deal^  aéaloi6  orpap  Caiój; 
t)ap  n-onqioroiB  cocoa  an  cuil^;, 
Cpéace  oile  op  peolpo^il  n-oeilj 
toi^e  an  oeip^  beo  jonaió  Buipb. 

Anon. 

It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  requisites  laid  down  in  the 
above  rule»  are  preserved  in  this  quatrain.  Every  line  consists  of 
seven  syllables ;  a  concord,  or  alliteration,  is  formed  in  the  first 
line  by  the  words  acaloi6  and  ocpap.  Likewise  oraloió  makes  a 
perfect  union  with  aneparoiB ;  and  orpop  and  cocca  form  an 
imperfect  union.  Cocca  and  cuil^,  in  the  second  line,  form  a 
concord,  or  alliteration,  where,  to  prevent  a  superfluous  syllable, 
the  a  in  cocca  is  elided,  as  coming  before  on.  Also  cuilj;  and 
buipb  form  a  perfect  correspondence, — though  not  rhyme,— «s 
they  agree  in  vowels,  syllables,  sound,  and  quantity ;  moreover. 
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oile  and  peolpojail  form  a  concord,  both  being  considered  as 
beginning  with  vowels,  as  the  p  is  totally  sunk  in  the  pronuncia- 
tion ;  also  oile  and  loije  form  a  union,  uaitkne,  or  vowel  rhyme; 
as  do  the  words  oeilj  and  oeipj.  Likewise  the  words  peolpojail 
and  beojonaió  form  a  union. 

Rannaigheacht  bheag  differs  from  the  preceding  in 
one  particular  only,  viz.,  that  every  line  must  end  with 
a  word  of  two  syllables. 

Example  : 

Roja  na  cloinne  Conall, 

Co ja  na  bpoinje  a  beapam, 

C0I5  Dap  peolaó  puj  poiham, 

Conall  cuj  o^Gojan  f  eapann. 

Anon. 

In  this  quatrain  are  presented  all  the  requisites  above  enume- 
rated, as  belonging  to  Rannaigheacht  mhor ;  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  no  difference  between  them,  except  that  the  final  words 
of  each  line  of  the  latter  species  are  dissyllables ;  those  of  the  for- 
mer are  all  monosyllables. 

4. —  Of  Cashhairn. 

Casbhairn  requires  seven  syllables  in  each  line,  and 
is  particularly  distinguished  from  all  the  species  of  verse 
already  described  by  this  characteristic,  namely,  that 
every  line  must  terminate  with  a  word  of  three  syllables. 
It  requires  also  concord,  correspondence,  and  union. 

Example : 

puipc  pioj  acaió  pionnloja, 
Síoó  Chacail  a  j-comlaoa, 
D'a  join  b'apm  1  U^ine, 
Oo  liiapb  pom  an  pioóuije. 

There  are  several  other  kinds  of  Dan  Direach,  as  CashhaiJ^'' 
Ceannirom  (or  heavy-headed  Casbhairn),  Rionnard,  &c.,  but  the 
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limits  intended  for  this  work  would  not  permit  us  to  go  into  a  de- 
scription of  them  ;  and  we  must  therefore  content  ourselves  with 
noticing  one  other  species,  namely,  the  Rionnard  of  six  syllables, 
in  which  iEngus  the  Culdee  wrote  his  Feilire^  or  Feslilo^ium,  This 
has  the  general  requisites  of  the  Dan  Direach,  and  every  line  ends 
with  a  word  of  two  syllables,  like  the  Rannaigheacht  hheag^  as : 

Capaip  jpéine  ame, 
Qpjxol  6ipenn  oije, 
Pacpaic  coimec  mile, 
T?op  biciu  Di  ap  qioi  je. 

See  O'MoUoy's  Grammatica  Latino- HÍbernica^  pp.  210,  211, 
where  he  thus  describes  this  kind  of  verse  :  "  Aliud  vulgo  pion- 
napo  constat  quatuor  quartis,  et  omne  quartum  sex  syllabis,  cujus- 
que  finalis  dictio  est  bissyllaba,  ultimae  Metrorum  correspondent, 
ultimum  cujusque  quarti  concordat  cum  aliquo  vocabulo  mox  an- 
tecedenti ;  in  ultimo  praeterea  semimetro  debet  intervenire  corres* 
pondentia,  vt  in  sequenti  : 

RoTti  na  péile  púnaD 
Páipce  pileaó  Gipeann, 
5p'«n  na  ma^  an  míonponn 
Qnnani  jiall  jan  jéibeann." 


Section  2. —  Of  Oglachas, 

Oglachas,  or  the  servile  vietre^  is  made  in  imitation 
of  all  kinds  of  Dan  Direach  already  described.  Every 
line  of  it  requires  seven  syllables  and  no  more,  unless 
when  it  is  made  in  imitation  of  Seadna^  when  the  first 
and  third  lines  of  each  quatrain  will  have  eight  syl- 
lables. 

This  kind  of  verse  is  merely  imitative :   "  Simia  enim  est," 
O'MoUoy's  Grammatica  Latino- Hibernica^  p.  200  ;   and  there- 


CHAP.  II.]  of  Oglachas.  425 

fore  it  will  be  more  ornamental  if  Concord,  or  alliteration,  be  pre- 
served in  each  line ;  but,  in  reality,  it  is  neither  confined  to  cor- 
respondencCy  concord^  or  union  ;  nor  to  true  termination,  for  the 
major  may  exceed  the  minor  by  two  syllables  :  as 

6opb  a  rpeachan  ap  jac  rpaij 
Hiall  mac  Gacac  riluiJTheaoain. 

Here  it  will  be  observed  that,  contrary  to  the  law  and  rules  of 
that  species  of  Dan  Direach  called  Deihhidhe,  the  word  cpai  j, 
which  is  a  monosyllable,  and  the  minor  termination  is  exceeded  by 
the  major  termination  TTlinjiiieaoain,  by  more  than  one  syllable. 

The  following  is  an  example  of  Oglachas^  in  imitation  of 

Seadna : 

J5aB,  a  Shfle,  a  n-ajaió  h'aijnió, 

lonap,  palloinj,  piléb  ppóiU, 

6ean  Do*n  céipD,  ap  ap  cpom  Qme, 

Cuill  bonn  caille  map  nac  cóip. 

When  Oglachas  is  made  in  imitation  oí  Rannaigheacht  mhoTy 
nothing  is  required  but  that  the  last  word  of  each  line  must  be  a 
monosyllable  ;  nor  does  it  matter  whether  the  union  be  perfect  or 
imperfect,  and  it  will  be  sufficient  if  an  a77m8  be  used  in  place  of 
correspondence  ;  but  it  is  indispensable  that  every  line  of  the  qua- 
train should  end  in  a  word  of  one  syllable,  and  that  there  should 
be  an  amus^  or  vowel  rhyme,  between  the  last  word  of  the  first 
line,  and  some  word  in  the  middle,  or  towards  the  middle  of  the 
second  line,  and  also  between  the  last  word  of  the  third  line  and 
some  word  in  the  middle,  or  towards  the  middle  of  the  fourth  line, 
as  in  the  following  example  : 

Cpiúp  acá  aj  bpar  ap  mo  bap, 
^ió  acait)  DO  jnáé  am  bun, 
Cpua^  jan  a  j-cpocaó  pe  cpann, 
Qn  Diabal,  an  clann  'pa  cnuiii. 

Bonaventura  O'Hussey, 

When  Oglachas  is  made  in  imitation  oi Rannaiglieacht  hheag, 
it  is  in  every  particular  like  the  above,  except  that  the  last  word 
of  each  line  must  be  a  dissyllable,  as  in  the  example  : 

3i 
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dp  DO  claippij;  ^o  n-bume, 
Ni  bi  mo  puile  ace  t>puice, 
loncmn  leam  ip  a  cloipbm. 
Do  laiha  o'paicpm  uippe. 

There  is  another  species  of  Oglachas  which  has  the 
first  line  of  each  quatrain  like  Casbhaim,  and  the 
second  like  Rannaigheacht  bheag. 


Section  3. — Of  Droighneach, 

This  species  of  poetry,  cúXeáDroighneaclh  i.  e.  Spi- 
nosunif  ox' the  Thorny ^  from  the  difficulty  of  its  compo- 
sition, may  admit  of  from  nine  to  thirteen  syllables  in 
every  line.  It  requires  that  every  line  should  end  with 
a  word  of  three  syllables ;  and  every  final  word  must 
make  a  union  with  another  word  in  the  beginning  or 
middle  of  the  next  line  of  the  same  couplet ;  there 
must  also  be  a  correspondence  between  the  final  words. 

Example : 

t)á  poipiom  bo'n  Bpujg  pionnpuap  oipeoóa, 

6a6  oiombuan  ap  n-Doiiheonma  op  n-oul  'pan  oeagabBa, 

t)o  ^eaBpum  pope  ^oil  ^emeaihna, 

Ip  Qoó  pern  Gamna  ^o  n-a  luce  leanamna. 

G.  Brighde  GHuesey. 


Section  A.—OfBruilingeacht. 

This  is  composed  much  after  the  same  manner  as 
the  OglachaSy  but  requires  correspondence  (at  least  the 
improper  correspondence),  and  also  a  kind  of  concord^ 
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unioTij  and  head.  Each  line  must  consist  of  seven 
syllables  ;  and  it  is  generally  composed  in  imitation  of 
Casbhairriy  and  Seadna  meadhonach» 

Example : 

niuc  caoluij  aj  clapuijeacD 
pa  Bun  aol-cuip  c'eapcapao. 

O'MoUoy  mentions  among  the  vulgar  poetry  the  following, 
viz.,  Ahkrany  song,  Burdun,  and  Caoine,  or  Tuireadhy  a  funeral 
dirge,  or  elegy,  some  of  which  consist  of  poetic  lines  of  eight,  ten, 
and  eleven  syllables.  But  poems  of  this  description  are  of  rare 
occurrence.  As  specimens  may  be  mentioned  Feircheirtne's 
Ttdreadh^  an  Elegy  on  Curai  Mac  Daire,  in  the  Library  of 
Trinity  College,  Dublin  (H.  3.  18).  Mac  Liag  and  Giolla  Caoimh 
also  composed  elegies  of  this  description  on  Brian  Borumha, 
which  are  still  extant.  See  also  the  Occ-Poclac  mop  h-Gimin 
in  the  Book  of  Leacan.  For  more  on  this  subject,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  O'Molloy's  Grarnmatica  Latino- Hibeniica^  pp.  23G- 
211 ;  and  there  is  a  curious  Tract  on  Irish  versification  in  the 
Book  of  Bally  mote,  which  deserves  to  be  studied. 


APPENDIX. 


I. 


OF  CONTRACTIONS  AND  ABBREVIATIONS. 

The  contractions  used  in  Irish  manuscripts,  and  in 
some  printed  books,  are  in  principle,  and  often  in  form, 
the  same  as  those  which  occur  in  Latin  manuscripts  of 
the  middle  ages.  They  are  in  fact  a  species  of  short- 
hand, introduced  for  the  purpose  of  saving  time  and 
parchment,  which,  before  the  invention  of  the  art  of 
printing,  was  an  object  of  considerable  moment. 

The  most  common  and  important  contractions  may 
be  classified  as  follows: 

1.  Those  whicli  are  in  fact  Latin  words,  although 
used  to  represent  the  corresponding  Irish  words. 

These  are  fe,  et^  for  cijur^í  7  (another  Latin  abbreviation  for 
^0>  °5"r5  u,  wro,  for  imoppo;  f,  sed^  for  ace;  h,  autem  (or 
haiitem^  as  the  word  was  often  written),  for  ona,  or  Dona,  indeed; 
the  same  contraction  also  stands  for  liccc^  particularly  in  medical 
manuscripts;  t,  ci?/,  for  the  Irish  no,  or;  9  est^  for  the  Irish  ca, 
%8y  and  9  ejus. 

These  contractions  are  often  used  for  the  syllables  which  the 
Latin  words  they  represent  stand  for,  and  often  for  syllables  similar 
to  the  Latin  words  in  sound.     Thus : 

7  stands  for  eD  or  ec,  as  07  for  ceo  or  céao,  a  hundred^  or  ceao, 


*  The  same  contraction,  in  the  forms  &  and  £r,  is  still  used  for  and 
in  English. 
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leave  or  jpermiseion ;  and  if  7  be  dotted  it  denotes  e6,  or  er,  as  bfa 
for  beca,  or  beara,  life. 

So  also  t  for  the  syllable  no ;  and  f  very  commonly,  even  in 
printed  books,  for  ace,  or  cc ;  as  cf  for  ceace,  to  come  ;  cuihafac^ 
for  cumaccacy  pcwerfuL 

In  like  manner  we  find  h,  huee^  used  for  the  syllable  ec  and  e^ : 
as  chmam  for  eecmaió,  it  happens :  hin  for  ei^in,  same.  9  efus, 
is  also  used  to  denote  eijip ,  as  19  for  lei^ip,  particularly  in  medical 
manuscripts. 

2.  A  vowel  set  over  any  consonant,  generally  sup- 
poses an  p  understood  before  that  vowel :  as 

5  for  5pa.  i  for  jpo. 

5  for  5pe.  5  for  jpu. 

5  for  5pi. 
This  contraction  is  also,  but  not  so  frequently,  used  to  denote 
p  following  the  vowel ;  in  which  case  the  foregoing  abbreviations 
may  be  read  ^ap,  ^ep,  ^ip,  &c.    This,  however,  rarely  happens, 

except  in  the  word  ^up,  that^  which  is  often  contracted  ^.   In  other 

cases  u  over  a  letter  is  read  pu,  as  ca^án  for  cpua^án,  a  meagre 
man :  unless  it  be  written  v,  in  which  case  it  is  often,  in  modem 
manuscripts,  put  for  up,  asc  {or  cu^,  putting ;  cc,  forcupcap,  or 
cuipreap,  is  put.  In  more  correct  Irish  manuscripts,  however, 
the  u  placed  over  the  consonant  is  formed  thus  ^  when  the  p  is  un- 
derstood after  it,  and  u  or  v  when  before  it;  thus  c  is  to  be  read 
cup,  but  if  or  iy  qiu. 

The  a  written  over  a  consonant  in  this  contractic»,  is  often 

formed  by  a  sort  of  running-hand  like  n  or  n,  as  {^6,  for  ^pa6;  but 
it  is  in  reality  nothing  more  than  a,  although  0*Molloy  absurdly 
supposed  it  to  be  the  consonant  n.  See  his  Grammatiea  Latino^ 
Hibemica,  p.  130. 

3.  A  syllable  terminating  in  p  is  usually  denoted  by 
the  contraction  s  placed  over  the  consonant:  and  this 
mark  doubled  is  used  to  denote  a  syllable  terminating 
in  double  p. 
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Thus  F  is  read  pep,  or  F^^ip,  a  man  ;  p  F^^rpp,  better;  ao,  is 
aoeip,  he  says. 

This  mark  is  absurdly  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  consonant  s ; 
but  it  is  in  reality  an  abbreviated  form  of  p.  In  the  case  of  the  letters 
5  and  r,  it  is  formed  by  a  semicircular  turn  from  the  right  hand  ex- 
tremity of  the  horizontal  stroke,  thus,  ^,  which  stands  for  jep,  jeap, 
but  generally  jup:  r*  for  cap,  cep;  but  more  frequently  for  cup. 

4.  A  consonant  placed  over  another  consonant  im- 
plies the  omission  of  a  vowel,  which  must  be  determined 
by  the  sense. 

Thus  F>  5,  ^>  denote  yox)y  jac,  cao.     Or  other  vowels  may  be 

supplied  according  to  the  sense,  as  c  may  stand  for  ceib ;  c  for 
cucc;  é  for  cuic,  as  cim  for  cuicim,  If  ally  &c. 

5.  A  line  drawn  across  the  letters  b,  l,  li,  or  n-;  or 
over  c,  5,  6,  p,  m,  fi,  ji,  f ,  c,  denotes  that  a  syllable  is 
contracted,  which  must  be  determined  by  the  grammar, 
or  by  the  sense.  The  letters  m,  n,  p,  or  o,  usually 
enter  into  the  syllables  so  contracted,  or,  when  there  is 
a  point  over  the  horizontal  line,  ó  or  5. 

Thus  b  is  bap,  beip,  ben,  or  bail ;  b  is  baó,  or  buó  ;  t  stands 
for  loD,  and  sometimes  even  for  a  longer  termination,  as  Dit  for 
Dileajaó ;  ypt  for  ajup  apoile,  et  ccetera :  and  so  of  the  other 
contractions  of  this  class,  which  must  in  every  case  be  determined 
by  the  sense,  and  therefore  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  language 
is  absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  read  them  :  as  if  for  ip  eaó ;  jtp 
for  jluapacc ;  oibp  for  oibpiujaó. 

When  the  line  is  doubled  it  denotes  that  the  final  letter  of  the 
Contracted  word  is  doubled ;  as  I  for  lann, 

6.  A  short  curved  line  -  denotes  m ;  and  when 
placed  over  a  vowel  denotes  that  m  is  to  follow  that 
vowel :  n,  in  a  similar  position,  is  marked  by  a  short 
straight  line  :  and  two  such  lines  stand  for  nn. 
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Thus  a,  0,  a,  denote  am,  an,  ann ;  a  line  over  n  also  doubles 
it,  as  pan  for  pann. 

The  circumflex  ^  is  also  sometimes  used  by  itself  for  in,  in 
which  case  it  may  be  regarded  as  a  sort  of  running-hand  form  of 
the  letter;  as  jen^ai  for  jeneamain  :  sometimes  the  circumflex  is 
dotted  to  denote  lii.  At  the  end  of  a  word  this  form  of  m  is  oc- 
casionally written  vertically  and  with  a  greater  number  of  in- 
flexions, as  3  or  I  ;  and  in  a  very  few  cases  this  is  used  at  the 
beginning  of  a  word. 

7.  There  are  a  few  peculiar  characters  in  use  for 
particular  contractions ;  as  ^  for  ao ;  ^  for  ea ;  ^  for  ap; 
-1  for  aip  ;  4  for  app  ;  fp  for  pp  ;  o  for  con ;  p  for  pep  ; 
;p  for  ppo  ;  3  for  up  or  ay ;  y  for  pep  or  pip  ;  >?  for  ui ; 
IÍ  for  pi. 

8.  Arbitrary  contractions  are  very  numerous,  and 
are  used  chiefly  in  modern  manuscripts.  They  depend 
chiefly  on  the  caprice  of  the  scribe,  and  can  be  learned 
only  by  practice. 

Thus  the  numerals  2,  3,  &c.,  are  used  to  denote  the  syllables 
DG,  cpi,  &,c.,  as  iom2  for  lom&a  ;  2m  for  oam  ;  and  so  6  stands  for 
pe  ;  8  for  occ  and  even  ace  ;  9  for  naoi,  as  Tn9  for  mnaoi,  dative 
of  bean,  a  woman. 

In  like  manner  the  letter  q  stands  for  the  syllable  cu  or  ca :  as 
qci  for  cuci ;  qq  for  cuca ;  qD  for  cum ;  aq  for  aca ;  a9q  for 
an  oiDci  (the  figure  9  being  used  to  express  the  sound  of  the  letters 
noió,  and  orthography  being  entirely  disregarded). 

So  ppp  (i,  e.  cpi  p,  three  r's)  stands  for  the  word  rpiap  ;  nc. 
for  inn  ;  bh  (the  letter  h  representing  the  syllable  uar,  which  is  the 
Irish  name  of  the  letter)  for  buao ;  m  (i.e.  a  ap  m,  a  upon  m)  for 
apm ;  m  (m  ap  m,  m  upon  m)  for  impim ;  w  (cuic  m,  vn/ell,  or  m  in- 
verted)  for  ruicim ;  pp  (oap,  double  p,  or  b,  which  has  nearly  the  same 
sound  as  p)  for  ooib  ;  5  (e  ap  1,  e  upon  i)  for  eipje ;  5  (he  ap  5,  he 
uponfj){Qx  h-eipje;  in  all  which  cases  thesound  of  the  Irish  words  by 
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which  the  symbol  would  be  described,  is  made  to  stand  for  the 
word  intended  by  the  abbreviation. 

But  the  contractions  of  this  class  are  rather  riddles  than  legitimate 
abbreviations,  and  are  not  found  in  any  manuscripts  of  authority. 

The  foregoing  rules  are  intended  merely  to  indi- 
dicate  the  principles  upon  which  the  most  important 
contractions  found  in  Irish  manuscripts  have  been 
formed  ;  to  write  a  complete  treatise  on  the  subject 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  limits  of  the  present 
publication ;  it  must  suffice,  therefore,  to  give  the  fol- 
lowing examples  of  the  combined  use  of  some  of  the 
foregoing  contractions,  for  the  exercise  of  the  learner : 


055    .   . 

,     .  a^aiD. 

C35       • 

.     .  cumupy. 

aób 

c 

,     .  aóbap. 

031113   . 

.     .  copariilup. 

ao   .     . 

,     .  aoeipep. 

Dom     . 

.     .  Domain. 

utf ,    .    ; 

.     .  anocc*. 

bubc    . 

•     .  bubaipr. 

1Í5  .  .  . 

►     .  béapup. 

6pi  .    . 

.     ,  Duiq^i. 

b'=  .  .  . 

.     .  Beir. 

oepin   . 

.     .  Depipmn. 

b7   .     . 

.     .  beir. 

Dlt   .     . 

.     .  bilea^ó. 

r 

C        .       . 

.     .  car. 

oinje    , 

.     .  Dpoinje. 

jaoip   . 

,     .  cacaoip. 

IP    •     • 

•     .  eiDip. 

a 

3        .       .       . 

.  concpa. 

IP   •     • 

.     .  ibip,  eiDip. 

o.r  .  .   . 

,     .  concpapóacc. 

ipt.     . 

&c.  (ajup  a  poile**). 

of    .      .      . 

.  Conacc. 

pajb    . 

•     •  pajbail. 

07  .  . 

.     .  ceo  or  céaD. 

F      .     . 

.     .  pec. 

05b     . 

.     .  conjbail. 

pip  .     . 

.     .  péiDip. 

cfac     .     , 

.     .  cumaccac. 

f     •     • 

.     .  péin. 

031  ..     . 

.  cuipf. 

t      a 

.     .  ppeu5pu. 

*  In  this  example  it  will  be      or  no,  and  f  for  sed^  or  ace. 
observed,  that  t  is  used  for  re/,  ^  Or  et  reliqua, 

3k 
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.1. 

in 


moiKib 
mcf . 
in7f 
moch 


la    .    . 

.    .  noc. 

p     .    . 

•  pCDin. 

pe    •     . 

.     .  poiihe. 

V     ■    ■ 

.     .  péip. 

^'  . 

.    .  peopbup. 

feTe 

.    ,  peime. 

fp    •    • 

•    .  fpiopao. 

eon . 

.  conaipce. 

coins   . 

.    .  coppair^. 

caiU    . 

.    .  cpuoiUeoó. 

a. 

•     ,  cpdcc. . 

uap 

.  uacoop. 

f r  •  •   •   •  FPT- 

5     .    .    .     .  jac. 
51Ó7     .     .     •  ^ióeaó. 
57    ...     .  5i6eaD. 
if    ...     .  ipeob. 
.f.     ....  injeonx 

ioóan,úíe9^,ormr. 

.    .  ina& 

.    .  mapanabop. 

.    .  map  ceipin. 

•  .  mecacc. 
.    .  mochu^ó. 

•  .  neini. 

There  is  another  symbol  used  in  all  ancient  and 
some  modem  manuscripts,  which  although  not,  properly 
speaking,  a  contraction^  may  conveniently  be  explained 
here.  When  a  line  ended  short,  leaving  a  blank  space, 
the  next  line  was  continued  in  that  space,  the  words  so 
inserted  being  separated  from  the  concluding  words  of 
the  preceding  paragraph  by  the  mark  CO  called  ceann 
pa  eicc  (i.  e.  head  under  the  wing)j  or  cop  pa  copon 
(i.  e.  turn  under  the  path). 

This  is  of  various  forms:  -u>*  G9  S  00  QOD  A 
In  the  Book  of  Armagh  the  ceann  pa  eice  is  made  simply 
thus,  /7*. 

Thus,         tXX)  Don  cl  .cna  tc  labp3  Don  l^  ^oipj^ 

Qoupctua  meoicma  O^  SO  1H  t^QS  CQlb. 

Med.  MS.  on  VeUum,  1414. 

IP  pom^3€  íoaippí  anopT.  peib  pocoaiUeo 

t)aip  mop  c  popaba  .  c  .  c  .  cfin  boi  \f\  maijinipi". 

Leahhar  Breae^  fol.  16,  b.  b. 

Where  the  line  above,  following  the  mark  ODD  or  ifO,  is  to  be  read 
after  the  line  below. 
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In  the  Book  of  Kells  the  ceann  pa  eice  is  represented  under 
grotesque  figures  of  men  and  animals,  highly  ornamented,  and 
curiously  coloured.  Its  form,  however,  is  very  various  and  arbi- 
trary in  different  manuscripts :  from  its  name  it  seems  probable, 
that  it  was  originally  made  in  some  form  that  suggested  the  idea  of 
a  bird  with  its  head  under  its  wing. 

In  some  manuscripts,  a  part  of  the  line  is  sometimes,  though 
rarely,  carried  to  the  line  below,  particularly  when  at  the  bottom 
of  the  page,  in  which  case  the  character  has  a  different  form  from 
that  used  when  the  matter  is  carried  up. 

A  full  dot  under  a  letter  cancels  it,  and  the  caret  (^) 
of  modern  manuscripts  is  generally  represented  by  ..  or 

'v  ^  or  // 

Sometimes  when  a  word  is  intended  to  be  erased,  dots  are  placed 
under  all  the  letters  of  it :  and  we  also  sometimes  find  the  dots  both 
over  and  under  the  letters  to  be  erased. 


II. 


SPECIMENS  OF  THE  IRISH  LANGUAGE,  FROM  THE  SEVENTH 

TO  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CENTURY. 

The  object  of  the  following  extracts  is  to  furnish  the 
reader  with  some  specimens  of  the  Irish  language,  as  it 
was  written  at  different  periods,  from  the  seventh  to  the 
seventeenth  centuries.  The  extracts  are  selected  chiefly 
from  such  manuscripts  as  are  accessible  to  the  Author 
in  Dublin. 

I.  The  following  specimen  of  the  Irish  language 
is  taken  from  Tirechan's  Annotations  on  the  Life  of 
St.  Patrick,  written  in  the  seventh  century,  and  pre- 
served in  the  Book  of  Armagh,  fol.  18. 

DuUuib  paqiicc  o  ChCmuip  Patrick  went  from  Tara  into 

hi  cpich  Cai^Cn,  conpancacxxp  7  the  territory  of  Leinster,  so  that 

t)ubchach  mace  U  ^u^ip  ucc  he  and  Dubthach  Mac  U  Lugir 

t>omnuch   map   Cpiachap,  la  met  at  Domnuch  Mor  Criatbar, 

Quu  Cfnpelich.  Qlipp  pacpicc  in  Hy-Kinsellagh.     Patrick  ref- 

t>ubrhach  im  bamnae  •n.Cpp-  quested  Dubthach  about  a  mate- 

cuip  X}\a  bepciplib  01  Cax-^rwh,  ries  of  a  bishop  of  his  disciples 

lOon,  pfp  r^fp»  f  ochfniuil,  cfn  on,  for  the  Lagenians,  to  wit,  a  man 

cfn  amim,  noDippu  bCcc,  naoip-  free,    of  good  family,   without 

po   map  betxx,    fommae   coip-  stain,    without    blemish,     who 

climm,   pfp   oenpecche,  du  na  would  not  speak  little  or  much 

pucchae  ace  orncuipciu.     ppip-  of  flattery ;  learned,  hospitable ; 

2;apcDubrhach,niprcoppaoim-  a  man  of  one  wife,  for  whom 
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muinrip  ace  Piacc  Pint)  Di 
taijnib,  ouchooiD  huaimpe  h\ 
cipe  Connachr.  Qmail  im- 
minopaipec  conacacap  piacc 
pinD  cucu.  Qpbepc  Dubchach 
ppi  paqiicc,  caip  buin  bfppaD- 
pa  aip  pumpepe  in  pfp  oum- 
mim  omnaab  buabfppaD  cap 
mu  chfnn  aip  ip  map  a^oipe.  Ip 
Dipin  bin  puppaich  Piacc  Pmo 
Dubchach,  7  bfppiup  paqiicc 
7  baiq^iup.  Dubbepc  jpaD 
.n.fppcoip  poip,  comb  e  fppcop 
ni  pin  cicapuoipcneb  la  taij- 
niu,  7  bubbepc  pacpicc  cum- 
cach  bu  Piacc,  abon  clocc,  7 
menpcip  7  6achall,  7  poolipe 
fc  pácab  moppfpfp  laip  bia 
muincip,    .1.   muchacocc    Inpe 


there  was  born  but  one  child. 
Dubthach  answered,  I  know  not 
of  my  people  but  Fiacc  Finn  of 
the  Lagenians,  who  went  from 
me  into  the  country  of  Con- 
naught.  As  they  were  speaking, 
they  saw  Fiacc  Finn  coming; 
towards  them*.  Dubthach  said 
to  Patrick,  come  to  tonsure  me, 
for  I  have  found  the  man  who 
will  save  me  and  take  the  ton« 
sure  in  my  place,  for  he  is  very 
near.  Then  Fiacc  Finn  relieved 
Dubthach,  and  Patrick  tonsures 
and  baptizes  him.  He  conferred 
the  degree  of  bishop  upon  him, 
so  that  he  was  the  first  bi- 
shop consecrated  in  Leinster. 
And  Patrick  gave  Fiacc  a  case** 


*  This  passage  is  translated 
from  the  original  Irish  closely 
enough,  by  Colgan,  in  his  Tri- 
partite Life  of  St.  Patrick,  Pt.  iii. 
c.  21.  It  runs  thus:  "Cum 
S.  Patricius  Temoria  in  rcgio- 
nem  Lagenias  australis  Ht/-Kenn 
selach  dictam  esset  profectus  ; 
convenit  in  campo,  3/«^  criethar 
vulgo  appellate,  vbi  postca  aidi- 
ficata  est  Ecclesia  de  Dornnach- 
mor^  regium  ilium  poetam  Dub- 
thachum  Lugarij  filium,  &c.  &c. 
Cum  eo  tunc  familiariter  agens 
vir  beatus,  petiit  ah  ipso  vbi 
reperiret  iuxta  Apostoli  pra;- 
scriptum  vniui  vxoris  virum,  so- 
brium^  prudentejn^  ornatum,  hos- 
pitaleniy  Doctorem;  quern  ordi- 
natum  Episcopum  illi  prouinciffl 
praeficeret.     Respondit  Dubtha- 


chus,  omncs  illas  qualitates  repe- 
riri  in  quodam  suo  discipulo 
Fieco  Erici  filio,  cuius  vxor 
nuper  relicto  vnico  filio,  Fiachrio 
nomine,  decesscrat,  qiienique  ipse 
istis  diebus  misit  in  Connaciam, 
&c.,  &c.  Dum  auteni  in  his 
versarentur  sermonibus,  conspi- 
ciunt  redeuntem  Fiecum."- 7Viai 
Thaum,  p.  152,  col.  2. 

^  A  case,  cumcac This  word 

is  used  in  ancient  manuscripts  to 
denote  a  case,  box,  or  shrine,  for 
preserving  relics.  It  is  derived 
from  the  verb  comab,  or  coim- 
eat),  to  keep,  or  preserve.  The 
word  cumcuc,  or  cumbac,  is  also 
used  to  denote  a  building,  cpciifi- 
cium,  in  which  sense  it  is  derived 
from  cuiTibai^,  to  build  ;  Lat. 
condo Sec  Book  of  BaU^niote^ 
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Pail,  Qujupcin  Inpfo  bicae, 
Cfcan,  OiapTnuic,  Nainoic, 
pool,  Peoelmeo.  Conjab  lop- 
puioiu  1  nt)oinnuch  pficc,  fc 
baf  ano  concopchapcap  rpi 
pic}iir  pfp  Dia  muinrip  laip  ano. 
Oippm  buUuib  in  rain^el  cuci 


containing  a  bell,  a  menstir^^ 
a  crozier,  and  a  Poolirei^; 
and  he  left  seven  of  bis  pec^o 
with  him,  L  e.  Muchatocc  of  Init 
Fail,  Augustin  of  Inisbec,  Tecan, 
Diannuit,  Naindith,  Pool,  Fedel- 
med.     He  after  this*  set  up  at 


fol.  3,  p.  by  col.  a,  and  Cormac^s 
Glossari/^  voce  Qicoe. 

^  Menstir. — In  a  manuscript 
preserved  in  the  Library  of  Tri- 
nity College,  Dublin,  H.  1.  15. 
p.  975,  this  word  is  written 
Tninipcip,  and  explained  mion- 
naipcip,  Lea  travelling  relic ; 
and  is  defined  by  Duald  Mac 
Firbis,  in  his  Glossary  of  the 
Brehon  Laws,  as  a  relic  carried 
about  to  be  sworn  upon. 

^  Pool  aire, — This  word,  which 
is  also  written  polaipe  and  pal- 
laipe,  is  explained  in  a  manu- 
script in  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
H.  3.  18.  p.  523,  ainm  do  ceij 
liubaip,  "a  name  for  a  book 
satchel ;"  and  this  is  unquestion- 
ably its  true  meaning,  though 
Colgan,  in  translating  the  Tri- 
partite Life  of  St.  Patrick,  un- 
derstands it  to  mean  tci'itiyig 
tablets,  as  in  the  following  pas- 
sage : "  Ibi  tres  fundavit  Ecclesias. 
Prima  fuit  Kellfine,  ubi  libros 
reliquit  una  cum  scrinio  in  quo 
SS.  Petri  et  Pauli  reliquiai  asser- 
vabantur,  et  tabulis  in  quibus 
scribere  solebat  vulgo  PaUaire 
appellatis." — IVias  Thaum^  page 
123. 

^  Colgan,  who  understood  the 
ancient  Irish  language  well,  and 
was  assisted  by  some  of  the  best 
expounders  of  it  living  in  the 
middle   of  the  seventeenth  cen- 


tury, translates  the  original  Irish 
of  this  passage  in  the  Tripartite 
Life  of  St.  Patrick,  as  follows, 
which  gives  us  a  clearer  idea  of 
what  is  briefly  and  imperfectly 
told  in  the  Book  of  Armagh : 
"  Dum  autem  in  his  versarentur 
sermonibus,  conspiciunt  redeun- 
tem  Fiecum  ;  quem  cum  in  euna. 
videret  ferri  animum  Patricij  sta- 
tuit  Dubthachus  pertrahere,  ad 
consentiendum  votis  sancti  viri, 
licet  ipse  alias  non  nisi  eegre  eius 
careret  presentiá.  Et  in  hunc 
finem  S.  Patricius  et  Dubthachus 
pium  talem  concipiunt  artum. 
Simulant  en  im  Dubthachum  esse 
mox  manu  Patricij  tondendum  in 
clericum.  Quod  eum  superue- 
niens  intelligcret  Fiecus,  ad 
sanctum  Pontificem  ait ;  Pater 
sancte,  nunquid  praestaret  me 
potius  in  clericum  tondere,"  &a 

*  Colgan  translates  this  whole 
passage,  nearly  word  for  word,  in 
the  Tripartite  Life  of  St.  Patrick, 
as  follows.  Some  of  the  Irish 
phrases  in  the  Book  of  Armagh 
aie  inserted  in  brackets  after 
Colgan's  translation : 

^'Mansit  autem  sanctissimus 
Episcopus  et  Abbas  Fiecus  in 
ilia  Ecclesia  de  Domnach  FieCy 
donee  ante  se  ad  coelum  sexaginta 
sanctos  ex  discipulis  prtemiserit. 
Postea  autem  venit  ad  eum  an- 
gelus  Domini  dicens  quod  non 
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7  apbepc  ppip,  ip  ppi  abmn  aniap 
aca  cfpfpje  hi  Cuil  maije; 
aipm  I  puippicip  m  copcc,  apim- 
baó  ano  puppuimnp  a  ppain- 
cfch,  pope  hi  puippicip  inn  elic 
ap  imbab  an&  puppuimcip  a 
nfclip.  Qpbepc  Piacc  ppip 
m  ain^el  nanopi^ao  concipeb 
Pacpicc  Do  choopuno  a  luic 
laip,  7  oia  choipecpao,  7  com- 
beD  huat)  nuyjabao  a  locc. 
DulluiD  lappuiDiu  Paqiicc  cu 
Place,  7  oupino  a  locc  lep,  7 
cucpeoap  7  poppuim  a  poppiy 
nani),  7  a  bopapc  Cpimchann 
in  pope  pin  Du  pacpicc,  ap  ba 
paqiic  Dubepc  baichip  ou 
Chpimchunn  ;  7  i  Slebci  aopa- 
nacc  Cpimchann. 


Domhnuch  Feice,  and  was  there 
until  sixty  men  of  his  people  pe- 
rished there  about  him.  Where- 
fore the  angel  came  to  him,  and 
said  to  him,  « It  is  to  the  west 
of  the  river  thy  resurrection  is 
to  hCy  in  Cuil  Maighe ;  where 
they  should  find  a  hog,  there 
they  should  build  their  refec- 
tory; and  where  they  would  find 
a  doe,   that  there  they  should 
build  their  church."   Fiacc  said 
to  the  angel  that  he  would  not 
go,  until  Patrick  should  come 
to  measure  the  place  with  him, 
and  to  consecrate  it,  and  in  order 
that  it  might  be  from  him  he 
should  receive  the  place.    After 
this,  Patrick  went  to  Fiacc,  and 
measured  the  place  along  with 
him,  and  consecrated  and  built 
his  establishment ;  and  Crim- 
thann  granted  that  place  to  Pa- 
trick, for  it  was  Patrick  that  had 
administered  baptism  to  Crim- 
thann ;  and  in  Slebti  Crimthann 
was  interred. 


ibi  esset  locus  resurrectionis  eius, 
sed  trans  ilumen  ad  occidentem" 
[ppi  abinn  aniap]:  •'mandatque 
quod  ibi  in  loco  Cuil  muige  dicto, 
monasteriiun  erigat,  sÍDgulis  offi- 
cinis  locum  proprium  et  con- 
gruum  assignans.  Monuit  enim 
vt  refectorium  extruat"  [ano 
puppuimcip  a  ppaincfch],  "  vbi 
aprum ;  et  Ecclesiam  vbi  ceruam 


repererit"  [pope  hi  puipprip  in 
elic],  "Respondit  Angelo  vir 
sanctus,  et  obedientias  specimen, 
se  non  audere  Ecclesiam  extru- 
endam  inchoare,  nisi  prius  eius 
pater  et  Magister  Patricius  eius 
lociun,  et  mensuram  metaretur 
et  consecraret"  [do  rhoopuno  a 
luic  laip  7  Dia  choipecpao], 
**  Patricius  ergo  monitus,  et  ro- 
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II.  The  following  extract  is  from  the  Vision  of 
Adamnan,  preserved  in  the  Leabhar  Breac  of  the  Mac 
Egans,  fol.  127,  now  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy.  Adamnan  was  bom  A.  D.  624,  and  lived 
seventy-seven  years.  There  appears  no  reason  to  ques- 
tion the  antiquity  of  the  Vision»  which  it  is  hoped  will 
shortly  be  published  by  the  Irish  Archaeological  Society. 


O  po  paiUpij  cpa  ain^el  na 
coemcechca  bo  anmain  aoam- 
nam  na  pipi-pea  plara  nime  7 
céb  immcup  cecha  h-anma  tap 
cecc  a  cuppy  puc  laip  lap 
pin  bo  achapcnam  ipipn  inich- 
CQpaij  CO  n-immub  a  pian  ocup 
a  cobepnam.  1p  é  cpa  cema 
dp  ppip  a  compancacap,  .1.  np 
n-bub  n-bopca,  ip  e  polomm 
foloipcri  cen  pein  icip  anb. 
^lenb  Ian  bo  cenib  pip  anall; 
lappap  anb  co  ceic  bapa  h-opa 
pop  cegh  lech ;  bub  a  h-ichcop ; 
bep5  a  mebon  7  a  uachcap. 
Ochc  m-biapca  anb ;  a  puili 
amail  bpucca  cencibi.  Dpoicec 
boni  bapp  in  n  ^lenb ;  ^abaib  onb 
up  CO  apoile ;  apb  a  mebon,  fple 
umoppa  a  chinb;  cpi  ploi^  ic  a 


When  the  guardian  angel  had 
ahewn  to  the  aoul  of  Adamnan 
these  visions  of  the  Lord  of  hea- 
ven, and  the  first  adventures  of 
every  soul  after  departing  from 
the  body,  he  afterwards  brought 
it  to  revisit  the  lower  regions  of 
many  pains  and  punishments. 
The  first  region  they  met  is  a 
black  dark  region,  which  is  bare, 
burned,  without  any  punishment 
at  alL  On  the  hither  side  of  it 
is  a  valley  full  of  fire,  in  which 
the  flame  rises  over  its  borders 
on  every  side;  its  lowest  part  is 
black,  its  middle  and  upper  part 
is  red.  There  are  eight  monsters 
here,  their  eyes  like  glowing 
masses  of  iron.  There  is  a  bridge 
over  the  valley;  it  extends  from 


gatus  venit  ad  ilium  locum,  qui 
Slepte^  vulgo,  .i.  monies,  appella- 
tur,  et  iuxta  Angeli  prsscriptum 
ibi  basilic»  et  monasterij  jécit 
et  consecravit  fimdamenta. 

''Locus  autem  ille  in  quo  Slep- 
tensis  Ecclesia  et  monasterium 
extructum    est  non  Fieco    sed 


Patricio  donatus  est  4  Grim- 
thanno  Kinselachi  filio,  Bege 
Lagenie :  qui  paulo  ante  á  Sancto 
Patricio  Ndutari  intinctus  est 
lauacro,  et  postea  in  eodem  se- 
pultus  est  loco.'' — Trias  Tkaum^ 
p.  155,  col.  1. 
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aipmipcDia  inoccucc,  7  ni  h-uili 
po  pejuc  caipip.  SI05  oib  ip 
lechan  ooib  in  Dpoichec  o  cup 
CO  DepiuD,  CO  poichec  ojplan 
cen  uamun  oapp  in  ngleno  cen- 
noi.  Sloj  ele  cpa  ic  a  inoc- 
cacc;  coel  ooib  aj\  cup  h-é, 
lecan  pa  oeoit),  co  poicec  amail 
pin  oapp  in  njleno  cecnai.  In 
ploj  Deoenach  umoppu,  lechan 
ooib  ap  cup  h-e ;  coel  cpa  ocup 
cumanj  pa  beoio,  cu  coicec  oia 
meoon  ip  in  njleno  njaibcech 
cecnai,  1  m-bpaijcib  na  n-occ 
m-biapc  m-bpucuch  ucuc,  pe- 
pac  a  n-aiccpeb  ip  in  jlino.  Ip 
é  cpa  lin  oiap  bo  poipb  in  pec 
pin,  .1.  oep  0151  ocup  oep  aic- 
piji  lepi,  ocup  oep  oepj-map- 
c]ia  ouchpaccuiji  do  Oiu.  Ip  1 
cpa  popeno  Diap  bo  cumunj  ap 
Clip  ocup  oiap  bo  lecan  lapam 
in  pec,  .1.  opeamm  cimaipccep 
ap  ecin  do  Denum  coli  Oe,  ocup 
poaic  a  n-ecin  1  culcnaiji  poj- 
numa  Don  coimDiD.  Ip  Doib 
umoppa  ba  lecan  ap  cup  in 
opoicec,  ocupcumunj  ba  DeoiD, 
.1.  DO  na  pecDachaib  concuaipec 
ppi  ppocepc  bpécpi  l)e,  ocup 
nuc  ap  comallac  lapum. 


one  brink  to  the  other ;  its  mid- 
dle part  is  high,  its  extremities 
low.  Three  hosts  occupy  it  at- 
tempting to  cross,  but  they  do 
not  all  get  across  it.  For  one 
host  this  bridge  is  broad  from 
beginning  to  end,  so  that  they 
pass  safely  without  fear  over  the 
fiery  valley.  Another  host  oc- 
cupy it,  for  whom  it  is  first 
narrow  but  finally  wide,  so  that 
thus  they  pass  across  the  same 
valley.  But  for  the  last  host  it  is 
wide  at  first  but  narrow  and  strait 
finally,  so  that  they  fall  from  the 
middle  of  it  into  the  same  dan- 
gerous valley,  into  the  mouths  of 
those  eight  fiery  monsters  which 
have  their  abode  in  the  valley. 
The  host  for  whom  this  passage 
is  easy  are  the  people  of  chastity 
and  devout  penitence,  and  the 
people  who  have  devotedly  suf- 
fered red  martyrdom  for  the  sake 
of  God.  The  crowd  for  whom  the 
passage  is  narrow  at  first,  and 
wide  afterwards,  are  those  who 
are  at  first  brought  with  difficulty 
to  do  the  will  of  God,  but  who  af- 
terwards turn  with  ardent  will 
to  the  service  of  the  Lord.  Those 
for  whom  the  bridge  is  broad  at 
first  and  narrow  finally,  are  the 
sinners  who  listen  to  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Word  of  God,  and 
who  do  not  afterwards  fulfil  it. 


3  L 
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Specimens  of  tht  Irish  Lanifuaye.       [app-  ii. 


Qcac  Doni  pi 015  Dímópa  1  n- 
oichumanj  na  péne  ppip  m  rip 
n-erap-puapra  anall,  ocupcech 
pa  n-uaip  cpaijiD  in  pian  Dib, 
in  uaip  ele  roer  raippib.  1p 
lac  qia  pilec  ip  m  pein  pm,  .1.  m 
luce  oianm  comrpom  u  maich 
ocup  a  n-olc ;  ocup  lUo  bpcirh  i 
mibpirhep  eruppu,  ocup  bilej^- 
paib  a  maich  a  n-olc  ip  m  lo 
pin,  ocup  beprhap  lapum  00 
puprc  berao,  \  ppecncipcup 
jmipi  t)é  cpi  birpip. 


There  are  also  gteat  hosts  in 
the  power  of  the  pain  at  the  hither 
side  of  the  temperate  region,  and 
in  alternate  hours  the  pain  de- 
parts from  them,  and  again  comes 
over  them.  Those  who  are  in 
this  pain  are  they  whose  good 
and  evil  are  equal ;  and  in  the 
day  of  judgment  an  estimation 
shall  be  made  between  them,  and 
the  good  shall  dissolve  the  evil, 
and  they  shall  be  afterwards 
brought  to  the  harbour  of  life, 
before  the  countenance  of  God 
for  ever. 


III.  Tlie  Pater  Noster^  as  in  the  Leabhar  BreaCj 
fol.  124,  />5  (I.  The  English  is  a  translation  of  the  Irish, 
not  of  the  Latin. 


Sic  epjo  opabicip.  6ud  citti- 
laiD  po  Din  DO  jnfchi  fpnuijche. 
pacep  nopcep  qui  eip  m  coelip, 
pancnpicerup  nomen  cuum. 
Q  acbcnp  pil  hi  nimib,  noem- 
rhap  chainm.  QDufniac  pej- 
num  cuum.  Cofc  do  plaichiup, 
piac  uoluncap  cua  picuc  in 
coelo  ec  in  ceppa.  61D  do  coil 
1  calTYiam  amail  cica  in  mm. 
Panfin  nopcpam  cociDianam 
Da  nobip  hoDie.  Uabaip  Dun 
inDiu  ap  papuDlachi.  Gc  Dimice 
nobip  Debica  nopcpa,  picuc  ec 
nop  Dimicimup  Debicopibup  nop- 
cpip.  Ocup  I05  Dun  ap  piachu 
amail  lojmaicne  Diap  pechem- 
naib.     6c   ne   nop  inoucap  in 


Sic  ergo  orahitis.  Thus  then 
ye  sliall  make  prayer.  Pater 
noster  qui  es  in  coelis,  sanctifi- 
cetur  nomen  tuum,  O  Father 
who  art  in  the  heavens,  sanctified 
be  thy  name.  Adueniat  regnum 
tuum.  May  thy  kingdom  come. 
F'uxt  2iolunta8  tua  sicut  in  coelo 
et  in  terra.  May  thy  will  be  in 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.  Panem 
nostram  coiidianam  da  nobis 
hodie.  Give  us  this  day  our 
day's  sufficiency.  Et  dimite  no- 
bis debita  nostra^  sicut  et  nos 
dimitimus  debitoribus  nostris. 
And  forgive  to  us  our  debts,  as 
we  forgive  to  our  debtors.  Et  ne 
nos  inducas  in  temptationem. 


App.  II.]        Speeimeitó  of  the  Irish  Language. 
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cfmpcanontfTn.  Ocup  nip  ICcea 
fino  I  n-amup  n-Dopulaccni. 
Seó  libepa  nop  a  malo.  Qchc 
pon  pofp  o  cech  iilc.  CCmen  : 
poppip. 


And  let  us  not  \^fall\  into  in- 
tolerable temptation.  Sed  libera 
no8  a  malo.  But  free  us  from 
every  evil.  Amen:  may  it  be 
true. 


The  language  of  the  foregoing  is  of  great  antiquity, 
probably  of  the  ninth  century. 

IV.  Extract  from  the  Annals  of  Tighernach  (Bod- 
leian Library,  Cod.  llawl.  No.  488),  who  died  in  the 
year  1088. 


A.  D.  1064.  Donnchat),  mac 
6piam  6opoma,  pi  muitian,  Do 
achpijao,  7  a  oul  do  Roim  oici 
cnlirpi,  CO  n-epbuilc  unD  lap 
m-buaiD  aichpije  u  mainipnp 
Soepam. 

A.  D.  1066. — Reclci  monjac, 
injnao  uobal,  do  puicpin  ip  in 
aep,  Dia  maipc,  tap  mion-cuipc 
bic  pope  Kal.  rriai  co  in.;:;:, 
puippe.  T?o  b'é  a  meo  ocup  a 
poiUpe,  CO  n-epbapcacap  oaine 
cop  bo  epca,ocupco  cenb  cerpe 
la  bui  ano.  ^'^^^  bpuibi,  mac 
tDomnaiU,  mic  Uijepnani,  mic 
Ualjaipj,  mic  Weill  Ui  Ruaipc, 
pij  6peipne,  00  mapbuo  00  mac 
Jilla  Cuipp  h-Ui  Cinaic  Do 
coip  maipc,  1  n-oilen  Oume 
Qcliaip,  ap  ^>och  mac  n^in. 
QibinD,  nijen  Ui  Concobaip, 
ben  IvUi  TTluipecen  quieuic. 
TTIac  Conainj  h-Lli  ITIuipicen, 
pijoumnci  Uepra,  Do    mcipbuD 


A.  D.  1064.  Donnchadh,  son  of 
Brian  Boromha,king  of  Munster, 
was  deposed  and  went  to  Rome 
on  a  pilgrimage,  and  died  there, 
after  the  victory  of  penance,  in 
the  Monastery  of  St.  Stephen. 

A.  D.  1066.  —  A  bristly  star, 
a  great  wonder,  was  seen  in 
the  firmament  on  the  Tuesday 
after  little  Easter,  after  the  ca- 
lends of  May,  with  the  23rd  of 
the  moon  upon  it.  Such  was 
its  size  and  light,  that  people 
said  it  was  a  moon,  and  it  re- 
mained for  four  days.  Gilla 
Bruidi,  son  of  Domhnall,  son 
of  Tighernan,  son  of  Ualgarg, 
son  of  Niall  O'Rourke,  king  of 
Breifne,  was  killed  by  the  son  of 
Gilla  Corr  O'Cinaith,  with  the 
leg  of  a  cow,  on  the  island  of 
Dun  Achair,  in  Lough  Mac  Nen. 
Aibinn,  daughter  of  O'Conor, 
the    wife    of  O'Muiricen,   died. 
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la  h-QeD  h-Uu  Concobuip,  ocup 
luCuDj  h-Ua  niuipicen.  Tuach 
;cr;c.  uinja  D'óp  Do  cubciipc  o 
Caipoelbuch  h-Ua6piain,  ocup 
o  rriac  ÍTluil  na  m-bo  o'  Qeo 
h-UaConchobaip,  ap  conjnom 
leo,  ocup  a  conj^nom  leip. 


The  son  of  Conaing  0*Muiricen, 
heir  apparent  of  Teffia,  was  killed 
by  Aedh  O'Conor  and  Tadhg 
O'Muiricen.  The  value  of  thirty 
ounces  of  gold  was  given  by 
Toirdhelbhach  O  Brien,  and  the 
son  of  Maelnambo,  to  Aedh 
O'Conor,  for  his  assistance  to 
them,  they  assisting  him. 

V.  Extract  t'roiii  the  Annals  of  Boyle,  a  compila- 
tion of  tlie  thirteenth  century. 

The  original  MS.  of  these  Annals  is  preserved  in 
the  Library  of  the  British  Museum.   MSS.  Cot.  Titus, 

A  xxv^ 


Qn.  m.^xiu.  Slucijtt)  la6nia»i, 
niuc  Cennécij,  mic  ^>opcain,  lu 
(ipópíj  GpenD,  5U  mop  mile- 
Daib  0II-CÚ51D  ceno-álcnnt) 
ITluTTidn,  7  la  niaelpecnaiU. 
mac  OoinnaiU,  p'j  Cempcic, 
ju  macib  pep  n-Bpeno  ma- 
paen  piu  co  Qrcliur,  1  n-ajb 
5"U  S^i^r  7  [t)]anmapj^ac.  7  1 
n-ajio  niailmopDa,  mic  Dlup- 
cuoa,  pij  ^cijen  ;  uaip  ip  e 
pa  rmoel,  7  pa  cpeopij,  7  pa 
rimpaic  leip  lác  a  h-inpib  7  a 
eileanaib  com  ^>oclainó  a 
?i-iapcuair,  7  a  t)unib,  7  a  bej- 
bcileoib  .Sacpan  7  6peccin,  cu 
inr    n-t:pe)iD.       t)eic    cec    lu- 

'  Tlu'Si'  Aimulrs  have  heiMi  very 
iiunnvctlynlitL'd  hy  Dr.OX'oiior, 
i\\y\\\  \vli«»^e  work  Mr.  I)' Alton 
lia>  laU'ly  |)\il»Ii>hed  an   Kiigli>h 


Anno  1014.  An  army  was  led 
by  Brian,  son  of  Kennedy,  son 
of  Lorcan,  monarch  of  Ireland, 
with  the  great  heroes  of  the 
mighty  fair-headed  province  of 
Munster;  and  by  Maelsechnaill, 
son  of  Domhnall,  King  of  Tara, 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  men  of 
Krin  along  with  them,  to  Dub- 
lin, against  the  green  foreigners 
and  Danes,  and  against  Mael- 
mordha,  son  of  Miirchadh,  king 
of  Leinster,  for  it  was  he  that 
gathered,  guided,  and  mustered 
them  to  him  from  the  isles,  islets 
of  the  north-east  of  Lochlainn, 
and  from  the  forts  and  goodly 


translation,  without  examining 
the  original  MS.  or  understand- 
ing the  original  Irish. 


APP.  II.]       Specimens  of  the  Irinh  Lanyuaye. 


445 


pec  DO  lupecaib  leo.  Uanca- 
cup  malle  cu  dz  cliar,  bo 
cup  in  cara  cpooa,  mjancaió, 
nemjnacaic,  pepDo,  popra- 
tnail,  ná  pachap  pomm,  ana 
OijaiD  a  mac  lechéic  in  caca 
pein.  lap  Tn[b]eic  paoa  boib 
1  cup  in  caca  pein,  pa  me  bam 
pop  Jallajb,  7  pop  Caijnaib, 
pia  nepc  caraijre,  7  lombual- 
ra,  7  cpoDocra,  co  copcaip 
ano  pern  maelmopoa,  mac 
THupcaDa,  mic  pmo,  pfj  6a- 
jjen,  7  mac  ópojapbain,  mic 
Concubaip,  piy  Ua  F"*^5S  7 
mulci  all!  nobile;  ;  7  áp  oiap- 
miri  DO  Caijnib  impu  ;  co 
copctnp  anD  Dno  do  5^'^^^'^> 
Oubjall,  mac  Qmlaib,  7  '!^\\\a 
Chiapain,  mac  ^^uin-iapamD,  7 
Sipppair,  mac  6oDaip,  lapla 
Inpi  Ope,  7  ópÓDop,  coipec 
na  n-[D]anmapcac,  7  luce  no 
oeic  céc  lupec  uli,  7  rpica 
céc  DO  3«llaib  a  na  pUiju  do 
cocim  anD.  Ra  roic  anD  pern 
imoppu  ÍTlupcaD,  mac  6piain, 
upDpijDumnu  GpenD,  7  Uop- 
Delbac  a  mac,  aobup  apopij 
6penD,  CO  cpicuic  pij  impu  Do 
Conaccib  7  do  mumnecaib, 
.1.  mocla,  mdc  OomnaiU,  mic 
Puelain,  pij  n^  n[D]épi,  7 
60CU,  mac  Dunaoaiji^,  7  Niall 
Iki  CuinD,  7  CÚDulic,  mac 
Cheíinéc»5,  cpi  comeci  6piain, 


towns  of  Saxonland  and  Britain, 
to  the  land  of  Erin.  Of  coats 
of  mail  they  had  ten  hundred. 
They  came  together  to  Dublin, 
to  fight  a  brave,  wonderful,  un- 
usual, manly,  heroic  battle,  the 
like  of  which  had  not  been  seen 
before,  and  will  not  occur  again. 
After  they  had  been  for  a  long 
time  engaged  in  the  battle,  the 
foreigners  and  Lagenians  were 
defeated  by  dint  of  battling, 
striking,  and  bravery ;  and  there 
were  slain  therein  Maelmordha, 
son  of  Murchadh,  son  of  Finn, 
king  of  Leinster,  and  Mac  Bro- 
garbhan,  son  of  Conchubhar, 
king  of  Ui  Failghi,  and  many 
other  noblemen,  and  an  innu- 
merable slaughter  of  the  Lage- 
nians around  them :  and  there 
fell  therein  of  the  foreigners 
Dubhgall,  son  of  Amlaff ;  Gilla 
Ciarain,  son  of  Gluiniarainn  ; 
Siffraith,  son  of  Loder,  earl  of 
the  Orkneys  ;  and  Broder,  chief 
of  the  Danes  ;  and  the  party  of 
the  ten  hundred  coats  of  mail, 
and  thirty  hundred  of  the  fo- 
reigners of  the  army  fell  therein. 
There  fell  therein,  moreover, 
Murchadh,  son  of  Brian,  heir 
apparent  to  the  monarchy  of 
Ireland,  and  Tordelbhach,  his 
son,  maicries  of  a  monarch  of 
Ireland,  with  thirty  kings  around 
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7  Cuo^,  muc  mupcaoa,  pi  Ua 
rriaini,  7  maelpuanuio  Uci 
6Din,  pij  Qoni,  7  Cumupcben- 

nuc  mac  Dubcon,  pi  p^P^^'^^'S^» 
7  niac  6ecaD,  mac  TTlupeDaij, 
Cloin,  pi  Chiappaiji  f^uacpa,  7 
Oomnall,  mac  iDiapmacci,  pi 
Copcu  6aipcmD  ;  7  Scanlan, 
mac  Cíircíil,  píj  Bojanacca 
6oca  Cem,  7  Domnall,  mac 
6min,  mic  Cainnaich  moip,  .1. 
móp-maep  m  Qlbum,  7  alii 
mulci  nobilep.  Qp  ano  pern 
pa  bi  m  capDpi  6p«an,  mac 
Cennecich,  ap  ciil  m  cura  7 
Coiiamj,  mac  tDuinocuan,  mac 
a  bparap,  ac  jabail  a  |xilm,  cu 
oanic  enpep  DU  na  tDaiimapcaib 
po  laim  ^an  [f]T  ^^  mumrip 
^11  nuji  in  n-mac  ippabi  6pian 
7  Conamj,  7  oD  connaic  in 
m[b]ae5al,  ip  cocbaip  m  laim 
7  abaijbeim  cloDeim  Don  apo- 
pij,  7  ip  cocbaip  apipi  m  laim 
aip  7  aDaic  beim  Do  Conainj, 
mac  DuinDciian,  7  mapbaip 
an[D]  »p  lac.  7  in  eoDem  loco 
occipiip  epc  ippe.  6pian,  mac 
Chenneci;^,  mic  i/Opcain,  apo- 
pij  h-6penD  7  5^U,  do  ciirim  1 
cue  Cluana  Da  rapb  ma  Con- 
ainj,  mic  DuinDcuan,  7  ma 
niupchoD,  mic  6piain,  7  ma 
CopDelbac,  mac  ITlupcuDa, 
mic  6piain  ;  7  pujacap  maip 
na  6aclalpii  po  ceroip  acuipp 


them    of  the   Connacians    and 
Moiiionians,  viz.  Mothlo,  son  of 
Domhnall,  son  of  Faelan,  King 
of  the  Desies  ;   Eochu,   son  of 
Dunadhach  ;  Niall  OQuin,  and 
Cudulich,  son  of  Kennedy,  the 
three  life  guards  of  Brian ;  and 
Tadhg,  son  of  Murchadh,  King 
of  Hy-Many ;  and  Maelruanaidh 
O'Heyne,  King  of  Aidhni ;  and 
Cumuscbennach,  son  of  Dubh- 
chii,  King  of  Feara  Muighi ;  and 
Mac  Beathadh,  son  of  Muiredh- 
ach  Cloen,  King  of  Ciarraighi 
Luachra ;  and  Domhnall,  son  of 
Diarmaid,  King  of  Corca  Bas- 
cinn  ;  and  Scanlan,  son  of  Ca- 
thal,  King  of  Eoghanacht  Locha 
Lein  ;    and   Domhnall,   son   of 
Emin,    son    of  Cannach   Mor, 
i.  e.  Great  Steward  in  Scotland  ; 
and  many  other  nobles.     Where 
the  monarch  Brian,  son  of  Ke- 
nedy, was  at  this  time,  was  be- 
hind the  battle  with   Conaing, 
son  of  Donnchuan,  his  nephew, 
singing  their  psalms»  so  that  one 
man  of  the  Danes  underhand, 
unknown  to  his  people,  to  the 
place  where  Brian  and  Conaing 
were,    and  when   he    observed 
them  in  jeopardy  (i.  e.   unpro- 
tected), he  raised  the  hand,  and 
gave  a  blow  of  his  sword  to  the 
monarch  ;  and  he  raised  again 
the  hand,  and  gave  a   blow  to 
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leó  ju  QpD  maca,  7  pa  hao-  Conaing,  son  of  Donnchuan,  and 
laicic  ju  honopac  lac,  7  cu  slew  them  both  ;  et  hi  eodem 
uapcil  opmimec  ar\ty,  loco  occisus  est  ipse.  There  fell, 

moreover,  in  the  battle  of  Clon- 
tarf,  Brian,  son  of  Kennedy,  son 
of  Lorcan,  monarch  of  Ireland, 
and  of  the  Danes,  with  Conaing, 
-  son  of  Donnchuan  Murchadh, 
son  of  Brian,  and  Tordelbhach, 
son  of  Murchadh,  son  of  Brian; 
and  the  keepers  of  the  Staff  of 
Jesus  brought  their  bodies  with 
them  without  delay  to  Armagh, 
and  interred  them  there  honour- 
ably, nobly,  and  respectfully. 

VI.  From  the  old  Annals  of  Innisfiillen,  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library,  Rawlinson,  No.  503,  a  conipihition  of  the 
fourteenth  century. 

A.  D.  709.  6reppcel,  mac 
rriaelDuin,  pi  Cappil,  mopirup. 
InopeD  6pe5  la  Cachal  mac 
Pinju  me,  pi  Tllumari,  ocup  ip  lap 
pein  DO  ponpac  pm  ocup  pep- 
jal  mac  TTIaelDuin,  pi  Cem- 
pach,  ocup  jialUxip  Pepjal 
00  Carhal.  (JL\i  ice  .u.  pij  do 
jabpac  h-6pinD  lap  cpecim,  00 
TTluimnechaib,  .1.  Oenyup  mac 
NoDppaich,  ocup  a  mac,  .1. 
6ocham,  qui  Hibepniam  pe;ric 
.;cuii.  amiip,  ocup  Cachal  mac 
Pmjuine,  ocup  Peiolimio  mac 
Cpimchainn,  ocup  6pian,  mac 
Cennecich. 


A.  D.  709.  Etcrscel,  son  of 
Maolduin,  Kingof  Cashel,  rnori- 
tur.  The  plundering  of  Bregia 
by  Cathal,  son  of  Finguine,  King 
of  Munster,  and  after  this  he  and 
Fergal,  son  of  Maelduin,  King 
of  Tara,  made  a  peace,  and  Fer- 
gal gave  hostages  to  Cathal. 
The  following  were  the  five 
kings  of  the  Momonians  who 
obtained  the  sovereignty  of  Ire- 
land after  the  reception  of  the 
Faith,  i.  e.  Oengus,  son  of  Nad- 
fraech,  and  hissonEochaidh,^w* 
Hiberniam  rexit  ruii,  annis; 
Cathal,  son  of  Finguine,  and  Fe- 
lim,  son  of  Crimhthann,  and 
Brian,  son  of  Kennedy. 
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A.  D.  824.  TTlópDal  pep  n- 
BperiD  I  Cluatn  pepra  6pen- 
aiHD,  ocup  Niall,  mac  QeDa,  pi 
Uempach,  oo  piapaD  Peolim- 
mio,  mic  Cpimchainn,  cop  bo 
Ian  pi  h-6peno  PeolimTniD  in 
la  pein,  ocup  co  n-oeppio  h-i 
piJiDe  abbao  Cluana  pepra. 

A.  D.  826.  PeiblimmiD  oo  in- 
opuD  r,eche  Cuino  o  rha  6ippa 
coUempaich,  ocupa  chopcuo  i 
Cempaich,  ocup^opmlaicli,  in- 
jen  rPupcha&a,  pij  f^aijen,  do 
jabuil  CO  n-a  banchupe,  ocup 
InDpechcach,  mac  maelouin, 
DO  mapbuD  laip  i  Uempaich. 


A-  D.  824.  A  meeting  of  the 
men  of  Ireland  at  CI  on  fert- Bren- 
dan, and  Niall,  son  of  Aedh, 
King  of  Tara,  submitted  to  Fedh- 
limidh,  son  of  Crimhthann;  so 
that  Fedlimidh  was  full  King  of 
Ireland  on  that  dav,  and  he 
sat  in  the  seat  of  the  abbots  of 
Clonfert. 

A.  D.  826.  Feidhlimidh  plun- 
dered  Leath  Chuinn  from  Birr  to 
Tara,  and  stopped  at  Tara  and 
captured  Gormlaith,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Murchadh,  King  of  Lein- 
ster,  with  her  band  of  female 
attendants ;  and  Indrechtach, 
son  of  Maelduin,  was  slain  by 
him  at  Tara. 

VII.  Extract  from  a  tract  of  the  BrehonLaws,  pre- 
served in  a  manuscript  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin, 
E.  3.  5.  p.  432,  col.  a. 


Coipceaj  bpoj,  no  Coipcea^ 
aóapcaip,  amail  mDipep  ip  na 
lebpuib  :  puiólep  pm  do  buain 
a  piD  comaichcepa,  ace  na  D15 
raipip.  nia  do  cuaiD  caipip 
imoppa,mapacopceDbopeicheD 
DO  ben,  Da  banappa  inD  ip  piu 
lerpcpepall.  Hlapa  copceó  Dam 
peicheD  po  ben  De,  Da  pep  appa 
m-a  Dipe  ip  piu  pcpepall;  ocup 
ni  páinij  cpa  cpian  caipDib  ; 
ocup  Dia  poipeD  ip  a  piajail  pe 
lan-cimchell  a  mipoib  mapb- 
Dacaij  no  pe  lercimchell,  a 
mipaib  beoDacaij.  Ocup  majxj 


Bark  for  tanning  [a  pair  of} 
shoes,  or  a  bridle,  as  told  in  the 
books :  there  is  an  inherent  right 
to  strip  it  from  a  neighbouring 
tree,  so  as  it  is  not  exceeded.  If  it 
is  exceeded,  however,  if  it  be  bark 
for  tanning  a  cow  hide  that  is 
stripped,  the  penalty  is  two  wo- 
men's shoes  worth  half  ascrepall. 
If  it  be  bark  for  an  ox  hide  that  is 
stripped,  two  men's  shoes  worth 
a  screpall  is  the  penalty.  And  this 
is  when  not  one -third  of  the  round 
of  the  tree  has  been  stripped;  and 
should  a  third  be  stripped  it  is 
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luja  ma  lan-cimchellpo  benaó 
be,  in  c-ammpainDe  Don  nmcell 
DO  benaó  De  gup  ab  é  ni  c-ainm- 
painDe  pin  Do*n  Lan  Dipe  fcup 
a  mipaib  mapboaraij,  no  Do'n 
ler  Dipe  a  mipaib  beooacaij. 
Ho  ip  DO  na  cpanoaib  ilapóa 
po  benaó  in  can  aca  in  pcpep- 
all,  no  in  lerpcpepall  inD,  51D 
pe  Decbepup,  51D  pe  h-inDebe- 
pup  po  benaó  bib  pin.  No  Don 
ip  onD  oca  pin  in  can  ip  pe  Dec- 
bepup po  benaó;  ocup  Damao 
pe  h-inoecbepup  imoppa  j^omaó 
a  piagail  pe  caippobe  a  mi 
mopbDacaij  no  beoDacaij  po 
céDóip.  CCjpo  a  comaichchep 
po  uile:  mapa  eaja  do  pijne  ip 
m  cpanD,  in  c-ainrnpainoe  Do'n 
nmcell  in  cpainn  po  leoaip 
jup  ab  é  in  c-ainmpainDe  pin 
Dia  lan  Dipe  a  mi  mapboacaij, 
no  D?a  lecDipe  a  mi  beooacaij 
leap. 


equal  to  the  full  circumference  in 
the  killing  months,  or  to  half 
the  circumference  in  the  months 
which  do  not  kill  the  tree.  And  if 
less  than  the  full  circumference 
has  been  stripped,  the  proportion 
of  the  circumference  which  has 
been  stripped  is  the  proportion  of 
the  full  penalty  which  shall  be 
paid  in  the  killing  months,  and 
of  half  penalty  in  the  months 
which  do  not  kill  the  tree.  Or, 
where  the  fine  is  a  screpall,  or 
half  a  screpall,  the  bark  was 
stripped  off  many  trees,  whether 
they  were  stripped  with  necessity 
or  without  necessity,  or,  this  is 
when  they  were  stripped  from 
necessity.  And  if  it  be  without 
necessity,  then  the  rule  is  that 
the  case  be  referred  to  the  "kill- 
ing or  unkilling  months.'*  The 
following  is  the  summary  of  all 
this.  If  it  be  a  notch  that  is 
made  in  the  tree,  the  proportion 
of  the  tree  that  is  stripped  is  to  re- 
gulate the  amount  of  full  penalty 
in  a  killing  month,  or  half  penalty 
in  a  month  which  does  not  kill. 

VIII.  Extract  from  a  medical  manuscript,  on  vel- 
lum, dated  1352,  now  in  the  Library  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Academy.  This  extract  treats  of  the  cure  of  ScabieSy 
or  dry  Scurvy. 

i^abpum  anoip  do  leijep  na  Let  us  now  speak  of  the  cure 

h-eplainci  po,  oip  ip  éijin  neci      of  this  disease,  for  many  things 

3  M 
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imtKJD'pa^Bailb'alei^ep;  ocuf 
ip  é  céD  lei  jef  ip  pepp  t)o  óé- 
naih  Di,  .1.  na  lenna  qiuaiUi  jci 
Do  jlunaD  maiUe  caceppupia; 
oip  a  Deip  Quicenna  'p  an  4 
Can.  CO  n-oéin  m  polmujaó 
na  leanna  loipji  o'lnapbab.  Qiw 
2.  ni,  oilemain  bió  ocup  D151 
o'opDujaó  oóib  ;  an  cpep  ni,  an 
c-aóbap  DO  Dileajaó  ;  an  4.  ni, 
a  n-innapbaó  50  h-nnlún  ;  a^y 
5.  ni,  porpaicri  DO  oenum  DÓib  ; 
un  6.  ni,  ip  eijm  liccubepi  com- 
pupcacca  do  robaipr  Doib.  QLn 
7.  ni,  ip  éijin  neic!  noc  aen- 
cm^iup  pill  DO  cobuipc  Doib, 
TTiuna  poib  an  copp  Unra  do 
Dpoc-leunnaib. 


Ip  éi^in  uinniTTiinDci  Do  coi- 
milc  ap  rúp  dc,  oip  ip  mop  in 
popcacc  ip  in  eplainci  po,  map 
DO  cíópem  cap  ap  n-eip. 

Icem,  bepbrap  pumireppa  a 
meój  jlan,  7  cuip  3,  no  rpij 
DO  Y^wit  aip,  oip  poipiD  pe  pecii- 
goD  na  leannann,  Da  njnciruij^- 
rep,  7  jlanaiD  luD  o  na  imap- 
cpaij ;  7  miina  pa^rap  meój 
bainne  jabaip  cuiji  po,  jab 
puj  pumiceppa  7  cime,  7  pca- 
biopa,  7  Dubcopui^,  7  ae  aba;  7 
maD  aimpip  pampa,  bepbrap, 
7    jlancap,     7    cabaip    muille 


must  be  got  for  its  cure ;  the 
first  cure  which  is  best  to  be 
made  is  to  clean  the  corrupted 
humours  with  caterfusia  ;  for 
Avicenna  says,  in  the  fourth 
Cann.,  that  evacuation  causes 
an  expulsion  of  the  burned  hu- 
mours. The  second  thing,  to 
order  the  patients  a  proper  regi- 
men of  meat  and  drink ;  the 
third  thing,  to  digest  the  mat- 
ter ;  the  fourth  thing,  to  expel 
them  completely ;  the  fifth  thing, 
to  prepare  a  bath  for  them  ;  the 
sixth,  it  is  necessary  to  give 
them  strengthening  lictub.  The 
seventh,  it  is  necessary  to  give 
them  such  things  as  agree  with 
them,  unless  the  body  be  full  of 
bad  humours. 

It  is  necessary  to  rub  the 
part  aíTected  with  ointments  at 
first,  for  they  afford  great  relief 
in  this  disease,  as  we  shall  see 
hereafter. 

Item,  let  fumitory  be  boiled 
on  pure  wliey,  and  put  a  drachm^ 
or  three  drachms,  of  senna  upon 
it,  for  this  rehcves  the  corrup- 
tion of  the  humours,  if  habitu- 
ally taken,  and  it  purges  them 
of  superfluities ;  and  if  the  whey 
of  goat's  milk  be  not  at  hand  for 
this  purpose,  take  the  juice  of  fu- 
mitory and  thyme,  and  scabiosa, 
and  polytricum,   and  hepatica ; 
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meDy  no  le  h-epiciine,  7  ip  po 
iTiuir. 


Cir\  .2.  ni  DI131Ó  DO  robaipc  do, 
cuignac  Dlijinnpepnah-eplúin- 
ci  po  biaoa  paillce  na  5éapa  do 
caicem,  7  pecnaD  jac  uile  biao 
do  ni  lop  jQD  poLi  Deipji,  map 
aculup,  7  uinearhain,7  5ciipleo5, 
7pibup,  7mil,7a5-compamaile; 
giDeaó  péDcnó  mil  do  bepbaó 
ina  paerpaijib,  7  yan  a  caireiii 
map  cuiD.  7  DlijiD  pé  neiri 
jeapaDo  pecnuD,  map  acci  jpe- 
anca  poma,  7  clobup,  7  neiri 
Diupeiciceca  Dfip  a  coouc  ;  7 
pfcnaD  na  biaóa  jeniup  puil 
Depj5  maille  h-imDii^uó  leanna 
Duibe,  map  acu  peoil  maipc,  7 
mil  mai^e,  7  piaóa,  7  junnoail  7 
lucun,  7  peoil  cpaillci  7I01P5C1, 
7  pencaipi,  paill,  7  a  cupamaili. 


and,  if  in  summer  time,  let  them 
be  boiled  and  cleansed,  and  given 
with  whey  or  epitime  ;  and  it  is 
very  good. 

Secondly,  understand  that  one 
afflicted  with  this  disease  should 
not  eat  salt  or  bitter  meats,  and 
let  him  avoid  every  kind  of  diet 
which  causes  a  burning  of  red 
blood,  such  as  leeks,  onions, 
garlic,  pepper,  honey,  and  the 
like  ;  but  he  may  take  honey 
boiled  in  the  combs,  but  not  to 
use  it  at  supper.  And  he  should 
avoid  bitter  things,  such  as 
pomegranates  and  cloves,  and 
diuretic  things,  after  his  supper. 
And  let  him  avoid  such  meats 
as  generate  red  blood,  together 
with  an  accumulation  of  the 
melancholic  hum  or,  such  as 
beef,  the  flesh  of  a  hare,  of  a 
gander,  and  of  a  duck,  and  salt 
burned  meat,  old  cheese,  bacon, 
and  the  like. 


IX.  Extract  from  O'Hickey's  medical  manuscript, 
dated  1420  ;  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Robert 
Mac  Adam,  of  Belfast,  merchant. 


niup  benup  ceapcujaó  aciDi- 
51  na  h-anmu  pip  m  b-peallpam 
mopalca,  innap  co  cpuróraióe 
é  a  n-aibÍDCib  maice,  ap  map 
pm  benup  pip  in  liuij  ar\  rpláin- 
ce  DO  coimeD  co  h-imcuibe;  7 
an  méio  do  moóaib  1  n-a  claec- 
lui^ep  on  copp  co  h-éij^ii'cac, 


As  the  rectifying  of  the  disor- 
ders of  the  soul  belongs  to  the 
moral  philosopher,  who  is  to 
arrange  them  in  proper  habits, 
so  it  belongs  to  the  physician  to 
preserve  the  health  properly ; 
and  as  many  modes  as  the  body 
IS  violently  impaired,  so  many 
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ap  Í  an  liieio  pm  a  C(x  do  ciné- 
luib  ap  an  leijep;  oip  claec- 
lui^iD  aicioiji  na  h-anma  up 
cnipp-ne  ;  ap  an  aóliap  pin  oo 
jabap  aen  cinél  leijeip,  7  aen 
pejimen  uaca  ;  7  ip  pip  in  liaij 
benup  lar  D*airne.  7  ap  lac 
po  na  h-aiciDi^i  pin,  .1.  peapj  7 
jáipoecup,  eajla  7  Dobpon,  cu- 
anjac,  7  naipe  ;  oip  jluaipcep 
an  puil  coilepóa  cum  an  cpoióe 
a  n-aimpip  na  peipji  ap  pon 
roclaoiDi  an  Dijalcaip  nápac- 
cuij,  7  jabann  pé  lapaó  cuije 
cum  jluapacca  Dúna,  7  leacap 
nipa  mo  no  coip,  7  00  nicep  an 
copp  CO  h-uile  t)o  Unao,  7  50 
h-áipijre  na  boiU  poipimella- 
ca  le  oapacc  an  ceapu ;  oip  an 
uaip  jluaipcep  an  reap  7  an 
ppepma  cum  na  m-ball  pin,  7 
cum  an  cpoióe  do  péip  conna- 
pacc,  Ó  minceacr  an  jluaipre  7 
o'n  céaJQD  mop  cipmui^rep  an 
copp  uile;  7  ip  poUopjo  0-réi- 
jin  an  peapy,  ap  50  lapann  pin 
an  cpoioe  7  an  ppepma,  7  co 
pjailcep  cum  na  m-bull  co 
h-uile  an  ceap,  7  co  h-aipijri  ip 
m  opoinj  05  a  m-bi  reapU'iioip, 
7  mopun  ppepma  ;  jióeaó  an 
oponj  aj  a  m-bi  ceap  anpann, 
an  uaip  peapjui^rep  lao,  7 
coclait)  Díjalcap  00  óénam,  ní 
h-eiDip  a  ceap  do  Dípjailc  cum 
na  m-ball  poipimellac,  ace  bic 
na   boill    poipimellaca    puap, 


different  kinds  of  cure  there  are. 
As  the  diseases  of  the  soul  sub* 
due  our  bodies,  so  the  one  kind 
of  cure  and  one  regimen  is  de- 
rived from  them ;  and  it  is  the 
office  of  the  physician  to  know 
them.  These  are  those  diseases, 
viz.  anger,  joy,  fear,  melancholy, 
sorrow,  and  shame.  For  in  the 
time  of  anger  the  choleric  blood 
is  moved  to  the  heart,  to  excite 
it  to  violent  revenge,  and  becom* 
ing  inflamed  for  bold  motion,  it 
expands  more  than  what  is  just, 
whereby  the  whole  body  is  filled, 
particularly  the  external  mem- 
bers, with  the  violence  of  the 
heat ;  for  when  the  heat  and  the 
sperma  are  driven  to  these  mem- 
bers and  to  the  heart,  with  vio- 
lence, from  the  frequency  of  the 
motion,  and  from  the  great  heat- 
ing, all  the  body  is  dried  ;  and  it 
is  obvious  that  anger  heats,  be- 
cause it  inflames  the  heart  and  the 
sperma,  so  that  the  heat  is  circu- 
lated to  all  the  members,  and 
particularly  in  the  people  who 
have  strong  heat  and  much  sper- 
ma. But  those  who  have  weak 
heat,  when  they  are  angered,  and 
desire  to  take  revenge,  the  heat 
cannot  be  discussed  to  the  exte- 
rior members ;  but  the  exterior 
members  are  cold  and  palsied, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  heat  is 
strong  in  the  heart.  We  therefore 
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cpirdnac,  an  cein  do  biaó  an 
reap  láiDip  annp  a  cpoióe  ;  ap 
an  aóbap  pin  do  ciamaio  mo- 
pan  00  oaoinib  peapjaca  ap  a 
m-biao  coil  inoeacao  7  lac  ap 
epic;  7  ni  peapj  poipbpici  ip 
coip  DO  páó  pia  po,  ace  peapj 
maille  le  h-ea^la.  Qp  an  aó- 
bap  pin  an  claocloó  do  ni  peapj 
annp  a  copp  oaonna  ni  h-itnc- 
uibe  a  pejimen  na  plaince  é, 
oip  buaiDpiD  an  peapy  jniihap- 
rac  an  peapun  uile;  maipeaó 
peacaincep  aóbap  na  peipji  ace 
an  ihéiD  popálup  an  péapun  é 
a  5-cúipib  coileamla  ;  oip  im- 
cuibe   peapj    do    Deanaih    co 


see  many  angered  people,  who 
have  a  desire  of  revenge,  seized 
with  trembling ;  but  this  should 
not  be  called  powerful  anger,  but 
anger  accompanied  with  fear. 
Wherefore,  the  change  which 
anger  causes  in  the  human  body 
is  not  meet  in  the  regimen  of 
health,  for  active  anger  disturbs 
the  whole  reason  ;  therefore,  let 
the  occasion  of  anger  be  avoided, 
except  as  far  as  reason  orders  it 
in  cases  of  consent.  For  it  is 
meet,  in  many  well -intended, 
permitted  cases,  to  provoke  an- 
ger, although  it  be  not  fit  for 
the  regimen  of  health  in  general; 


minic    a    j^-cúipib   pocpaiói    7  And  there  are  some 

ceaoaijceaca,  jin  cob  imcuibe  diseases    of  which   anger   is    a 

a  pejimen  plainci  h-i ; proper  remedy,  as  Hali  relates 

7  aca  cuiD  DO  na  h-eaplaincib  in  his  commentary  on  Almusar, 


that  a  Duke,  who  was  affected 
with  stupor,  was  under  the  care 
of  a  certain  physician,  that  the 
physician  ordered  his  anger  to 
be  provoked,  and  that,  as  soon 
as  the  anger  was  produced,  he 
was  cured  of  the  stupor. 


Dap  ab  leijep  imcuibe  peapj, 
map  innipip  hali  aj  Deanam 
gluapa  ap  Qlmupap,  50  paib 
Diuic  ap  a  paib  pDupap,  '5a 
leijeap  as  liaij  eijin,  7  jup 
popail  an  liai^  peap^  do  co- 
^aipm  aip,  7  ap  n^eineaiham 
na  peip^e,  ^up  lei^eapuD  é  ó'n 
pDupap. 

X.  Extract  from  Bishop  Carsucrs  Gaelic  translation 
of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  Forms  of  Prayer,  &c.,  used 
in  the  Reformed  Church  of  Scothuid  :  printed  in  the 
year  1507^. 


8  This  is  the  passage  so  oftoii      concerning  the  antiquity  of  Os- 
rcferred  to   in  the   controversy      sian's  poems.     A  free  translation 
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{From  the  Epistle  Dedicatory.) 


Acht  ata  ni  cheana  is  mor  an 
leathtrom  agas  an  uireasbhuidh 
ata  riamh  orainde^  Gaoidhil  Al- 
ban  agus  Eireand,  tar  an  gciiid 
eile  don  donihan,  gan  ar  gcan- 
amhna  Gaoidheilge  do  chur  a  gcló 
riamh  mar  ataid  a  gcanamhna 
agus  a  dteangtha  fein  a  gclo  ag 
gach  uile  chinel  dhaoine  oile  sa 
domhan,  agus  ata  uireasbhuidh 
is  mo  ina  gach  uireasbhuidh 
oraind,  gan  an  Biobia  naomhtha 
do  bheith  a  gclo  Gaoidheilge 
againd,  mar  tá  se  a  gclo  laidne 
agas  bherla  agas  in  gach  tean- 
gaidh  eile  o  sin  amach,  agas  fos 
gan  seanchus  ar  sean  no  ar  sind- 
sear  do  bheith  mar  an  gcedna  a 
gclo  againd  riamh  ;  aclit  ge  tá 
cuideigindotseanchus' Ghaoidh- 


of  it  has  been  given  in  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Highland 
Society  of  Scotland,  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  nature  and  au- 
thenticity of  the  poems  of  Ossian, 
publibhed  by  Mac  Plierson.  This 
passage  is  pure  Irish,  and  agrees 
with  the  Irish  manuscripts  of 
the  sanie  period  in  orthography, 
syntax,  and  idiom.  It  is  the 
oldest  specimen  of  tlie  Erse  that 
has  been  as  yet  adduced  by  the 
Erse  grammarians,  though  there 
are  certainly  extant  older  Erse 
compositions.  This  specimen 
disproves  many  grammatical 
rules  laid  down  by  Stewart,  and 
shews  that  his  Grammar  is  drawn 


But  there  is  one  thing,  it  is  a 
great  distress  and  want  that  we 
the  Gaels  of  Alba  and  Erin  have 
ever  laboured  under,  beyond  the 
rest  of  the  world,  that  our  dia- 
lects of  the  Gaelic  have  never 
yet  been  printed,  as  their  dialects 
and  tongues  have  been  by  every 
race  of  people  in  the  world ;  and 
we  labour  under  a  want,  which 
is  greater  than  every  want,  that 
we  have  not  the  Holy  Bible 
printed  in  Gaelic,  as  it  has  been 
printed  in  Latin,  in  English 
and  in  every  other  language 
whatsoever;  and  also  that  we 
have  never  had  in  print  the  his- 
tory of  our  ancients,  or  our  an- 
cestors ;  for  though  there  is 
some  portion  of  the  history  of 


from  the  spoken  dialect  of  the 
Scotch  Gaelic,  and  not  from  any 
manuscript  or  even  printed  au- 
thorities of  an  age  much  older 
than  his  own  time. 

*',  Orainde^  on  us.  Here  are 
several  instances  of  nd  written 
for  ?in  in  the  Erse,  a  combination 
unknown  in  the  modern  lan- 
guage. See  chap.  III.,  pp.  34, 
35,  and  chap.  IV.  p.  138;  see 
also  the  Avords  Fhind^  Dhanond^ 
&c.,  in  til  is  extract. 

'  Do  tseancJnis.  This  is  an  in- 
stance of  t  being  prefixed  to  «  in 
a  situation  where  it  might  be 
also  aspirated.  See  chap.  III. 
p.  6 1 .     Various  examples  of  this 
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eal  Alban  agas  Eireand  sgriobh- 
tha  a  leabhruibh  lamb,  agas  a 
dtamblorgaibh  fileadh  agus  ol- 
lamhan,  agas  a  sleachtaibh  suadh, 
is  mor  tsaothair  sin  re  sgrio- 
bhadh  do  laimb,  ag  fechain  an 
neithe  buailtear  sa  chló  ar  ai- 
bresge  agas  ar  aithgbiorra  bhios 
gach  en  ni  dhá  mhed  da  chrioch- 
nughad  leis.  Agas  is  mor  an 
doille  agas  an  dorchadas  peacaidh 
agas  aineolais  agas  indtleach- 
da  do  lucht  deachtaidh  agas 
sgriobhtba  agas  chumhdaigb  na 
Gaoidheilge,  giir  ab  mo  is  mian 
leoagasgurab  mo  gbnatbuidheas 
siadJ  eacbtradha  dimhaoineacba 
buaidheartha,  bregacha  saogh- 
alta  do  chumadh  ar  Thuathaibh 
Dcdhanond  agas  ar  Mbacaibh 
Mileadh'',  agas   ar   na  curadh- 


accidence  are  found  in  good  Irish 
manuscripts,  as  eipj^  cpaiUci, 
salt  Ji she»  ;  old  Med.  MS.  hy  John 
O'Callannau  of  Rosscarbery,  da- 
ted 1414;  oo  cpp,  alurat/s,  Id.; 
no  rpeilj,  to  chase,  i)aper  MS. 
transcribed  1679,  penes  a^icto- 
rem ;  bom  cpuipjio,  to  icoo  me, 
Id;  p.  62. 

J  Ghnathuitlhcas  si  ad.  Theij  ac- 
custom.— Here  is  an  instance  of 
the  simple  present  tense  of  the 
indicative  mood  endinir  in  eus^ 
for  Irish  parallels  to  which,  see 
Part  II.  chap.  V.  p.  156,  line  3. 
This  contradicts  an  assertion  of 
Stewart's  Gaelic  Grammar^  2nd 
edit.  p.  97,  note  ™,  that  the  verbs 
of  the  Erse,  except  />/,   is,  have 


the  Gaels  of  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land written  in  manuscript  books, 
in  the  compositions  of  poets  and 
ollavs,  and  in  the  remains  of 
learned  men,  there  is  great  la- 
bour in  writing  them  over  with 
the  hand,  whereas  the  thing  which 
is  struck  oif  with  the  type,  how 
speedily  and  expeditiously  is  it 
completed,  be  it  ever  so  great. 
And  great  is  the  blindness  and 
darkness  of  sin  and  ignorance, 
and  of  the  intellect  of  the  teach- 
ers, writers,  and  preservers  of 
the  Gaelic,  that,  with  a  view  of 
obtaining  for  themselves  the 
vain  rewards  of  this  world,  they 
are  more  desirous  and  more  ac- 
customed to  compose,  maintain, 
and  cultivate  idle,  turbulent, 
lying,  worldly  stories  concerning 


no  simple  present  tense.     See  it 
remarked  at  p.  189. 

^Ár  Mhocaibh  Mi/eadh.— This 
is  translated  **  concernini;  war- 
riors  and  champions,"  in  the 
translation  of  this  j)assage  given 
in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Highland  Society  of  Scot  land, 
but  most  incorrectly  ;  for,  by 
Macaihh  Mileadh^  the  Irish  and 
Scotch  writers,  previously  to  the 
period  of  the  forgeries  of  the  last 
two  cent uri('<,{il ways  meant  ''the 
sons  of  Mdeadh  or  Mdcsiifs^'^'' 
from  whom  the  Highlanders  or 
Gaels  of  Scotland,  as  well  as  the 
Gaels  of  Ireland,  were  believed 
to  be  descended. 
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aibh*  agas  Fhind  Mhac  Cumh- 
aill™  go  na  fhianaibh,  agas  ar 
mhoran  eile  nach  airbhim  agas 
nach  indisim°  and  so  do  chum- 
dach,  agas  do  choimhleasugh- 
agb,  do  chiond  luadhuidheacbta 
dimhaonigb  an  tsaogbail  dfhagh- 
ail  doibh  t'cin,  ina  briatbra  disle 
Do,  agas  slighthe  foirfe  nafirinde 
do  sgriobhadh,  agas  dheacbtadh 
affas  do  chumhdach. 


tbe  Tualba  De  Dananns,  the 
sons  of  Milesius,  the  heroes, 
and  concerning  Finn  Mac  Cum- 
haill  with  his  Fians,  and  con- 
cerning many  others  which  I  do 
not  here  enumerate  or  mention» 
than  to  write,  teach,  and  main- 
tain the  faithful  words  of  God, 
and  the  perfect  ways  of  truth. 


XL  Extract  from  the  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters. 


A.  D.  1174.  Sluciicceab  lapin 
icipla  D'inbpaó  TTlumun.  Slu- 
aicceao  ele  laRuaiópi  Diahim- 
bea^il  poppo.  Oc  cualnccup 
na  '^oAX  "Ruaiópi  do  rocc  ip  in 
muiiiam  I  naipeapcara  ppiu,po 


^  Arna  curadhaibh  ;  concerning 

the  /icroes By  *'  the  heroes"  is 

here  meant,  not  heroes  in  general, 
but  the  Heroes  of  the  Red  Branch 
in  Ulster,  who  were  ^renerally 
called  ''  The  Heroes"  by  Irish 
writers  of  romantic  tales.  Tliey 
flourished  previously  to  Finn 
Mac  Cumhaill,  and  were  believed 
to  be  superior  to  him  and  his 
contemi)oraries  in  valour  and 
feats  of  arms.  The  zealous  bishop 
seems  to  have  heard  those  stories 
himself  from  the  Highland  and 
Irish  bards,  who  were  then  gain- 
ing more  worldly  emoluments  by 
the  recital  of  them  than  they 
would  have  gained  by  preaching 
the  Word  of  God,  a  thing  which 
they  would  not  have  been  al- 
lowed to  do  at  the  time,  even  if 
they  had  been  so  inclined. 


A.  D.  11 74.  An  army  was  led 
by  the  Earl  [Strongbow]  to 
plunder  Munster.  Another  array 
was  led  by  Roderic  to  protect  it 
against  them.  When  the  Eng- 
lish  heard    that    Roderic   had 


"^  Ar  Fhind  Mhac  Cumhaill, 
rendered  Fingal^  the  son  of 
Cunthíd^  in  the  translation  above 
alluded  to,  which  is  also  given, 
as  approved  of,  by  Stewart  in  his 
Gaelic  Grammar,  p.  198.  But 
there  is  no  gal  in  the  original! 

"  Nach  airbhim  agas  na4Ú  in- 
diaim. — Here  are  two  instances 
of  a  simple  present  tense  of  verbs 
ditferent  from  the  verb  substan- 
tive, though  Stewart  asserts  that 
this  dialect  wants  that  tense 
altogether.  Will  the  Scotch 
grammarians  ever  be  satisfied  to 
tell  the  whole  truth,  or  to  give 
us  fair  specimens  of  their  dia- 
lect from  existing  manuscripts  ? 
When  will  they  be  enlightened 
enough  to  give  up  fabrications, 
and  love  truth  better  than  Scot- 
land ? 


